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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Draft Aircraft Security Rules, 2022 [Acts: Aviation Sector] 

Article: Aviation Ministry notifies draft Aircraft Security Rules, 2022 (Page 14) 

Context:  

The Civil Aviation Ministry has notified the draft Aircraft Security Rules, 2022, which enable the 

aviation security regulator, Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS), to impose penalties up to ₹1 

crore on airports and airlines for violation of security measures. 

About Draft Aircraft Security Rules, 2022 

✓ This Draft rule, shall be applicable to person who’s aircraft is registered in India and to person 

on, an aircraft operated by an operator who has his principal place of business or permanent 

residence in India. 

✓ As per this rule, No aerodrome operator or aircraft operator shall commence operation at 

aerodrome without obtaining clearance of security vetting and security arrangements, as 

applicable, and the approval of security programme from the Director General.  

✓ These rules will enable the Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) to impose a fine of RS 50 

lakh to RS 1 crore (depending on the size of the company) on airports and airlines if they fail to 

prepare and implement a security programme, or if they commence operations without seeking a 

security clearance. 

✓ In order to deal with cyber security threats, the rules also require each entity to protect its 

information and communication technology systems against unauthorized use and prohibit 

disclosure of sensitive aviation security information. 

Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) 

▪ The BCAS is an attached office of the Ministry of Civil Aviation (India).  

▪ It is the regulatory authority for civil aviation security in India. 

▪ The main responsibilities of BCAS include laying down standards and measures with respect 

to security of civil flights at international and domestic airports in India. 

 

2. Supreme Court launches online RTI portal [Polity: Transparency & Accountability] 

Article: Supreme Court launches online RTI portal: Here is how it works (The Indian Express, 

Nov 25) 

Context: 

The Supreme Court on Thursday launched an online portal that will help citizens file and access 

applications under the Right to Information (RTI) Act in matters related to the court. Chief Justice 

DY Chandrachud said that the portal would be ready to use shortly. 

About Online RTI Portal 

✓ The online RTI portal has been initiated to make it convenient for people to access information 

about the Supreme Court.  

✓ So far, RTI applications at the Supreme Court had to be filed only via post. 

✓ Essentially, the process of filing an RTI in the Supreme Court is the same as how one normally 

files the application. 

✓ This web portal can be used only by Indian citizens to file RTI applications, first appeals and to 

make payment for fees, and copying charges, under the Right to Information Act, 2005 (RTI Act). 

✓ By law, RTIs must be replied to within 30 days.  

✓ In fact, in life and death cases, RTIs must be responded to within 48 hours. 



 

3. Election Commission of India (ECI) & Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) [Polity: 

Elections] 

Article: SC questions ‘lightning speed’ of EC appointment (Front Page) 

Context:  

On a second day of tense arguments, the Supreme Court on Thursday (November 24) questioned the 

“haste” and “tearing hurry” with which Election Commissioner (EC) Arun Goel was appointed, with 

the file moving at “lightning speed” in 24 hours. 

About the Appointment of Chief Election Commissioner & Election Commissioners 

✓ The CEC and ECs are appointed by the President to a tenure of six years, or up to the age of 65 

years, whichever is earlier.  

✓ They enjoy the same status and receive salary and perks as judges of the Supreme Court of India. 

✓ The Election Commission of India draws its authority from the Constitution itself.  

✓ Under Article 324, the powers of “superintendence, direction and control of elections” is to be 

vested in an Election Commission. 

About the Size of the Election Commission 

✓ The Constitution does not fix the size of the Election Commission.  

✓ Article 324(2) says that “the Election Commission shall consist of the Chief Election 

Commissioner and such number of other Election Commissioners, if any, as the President may 

from time to time fix”. 

✓ From the beginning, the Election Commission of India consisted of just the Chief Election 

Commissioner.  

✓ However, on October 16, 1989, the Congress government of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 

appointed two more Election Commissioners, making the Election Commission a multi-member 

body. 

✓ The appointments were done just before the commencement of the Ninth General Election, and 

were criticized as being an attempt to compromise the independence of the Election Commission 

and of CEC RVS Peri Sastri. 

✓ On January 2, 1990, the National Front government of Prime Minister VP Singh amended the 

rules, making the EC a single-member body again. 

✓ However, on October 1, 1993, the government of Prime Minister PV Narasimha Rao promulgated 

an Ordinance to provide for the appointment of two more Election Commissioners. 

✓ The EC has had three members ever since.  

✓ The Ordinance was subsequently replaced by The Chief Election Commissioner and Other 

Election Commissioners (Conditions of Service) Amendment Act, 1993, which came into effect 

on January 4, 1994. 

✓ All three ECs have equal say in the decision making of the Commission. 

Procedure of appointments to Election Commission 

✓ On Wednesday, Justice Ajay Rastogi, who is a member of the Bench, had asked the Centre about 

the mechanism followed in the appointment of Goel. 

✓ Attorney General R Venkataramani said the mechanism followed a “time-tested convention”. 

✓ A list of serving and retired officials in the position of Secretaries… is prepared.  

✓ On the basis of this, a panel of names is prepared for consideration of the Prime Minister and 

President.  

✓ The PM, after considering the panel, recommends one name to the President.  

✓ A note with the recommendation is submitted to the President of India. 



 

✓ The appointment of ECs, he said, follows seniority and the senior among the two ECs goes on to 

become the CEC.  It’s all on the basis of time-tested convention.  

4. Asia-Pacific Countries (APAC region) [IR: Important Regions] 

Article: ‘Recession unlikely in APAC region in 2023’ (Page 16) 

Context: 

A recession is unlikely in the APAC region in the coming year, although the area will face headwinds 

from higher interest rates and slower global trade growth, Moody’s Analytics said on Thursday. 

About APAC region 

✓ APAC countries are those located within the APAC geographical region.  

✓ The APAC region is loosely defined but generally considered to encompass the area in and around 

the western Pacific Ocean.  

✓ APAC stands for Asia-Pacific (A-sia PAC-ific).  

✓ The term rose to favor during the 1980s and is used most often in 

a political or commerce-related context. 

✓ As a rule, most countries located throughout eastern and southern 

Asia—particularly those that touch the Pacific Ocean—

and Oceania are usually considered APAC countries.  

✓ That said, because there is no official definition of the Asia 

Pacific region and its boundaries, the list of APAC countries can 

vary depending upon the context. 

✓ By area, China is the largest country in the APAC region 

followed by Australia, India, Indonesia, and Mongolia.  

✓ The smallest APAC country is Nauru.  

✓ The APAC region is also home to some of the world's most populous countries.  

5. Arctic Council [IR: Geophysical Significance] 

Article: Russia’s nuclear icebreakers and militarisation of the Arctic (Page 10) 

Context: 

On November 22, Russian President Vladimir Putin virtually presided over the launch and flag 

raising ceremony of two nuclear-powered icebreakers at St. Petersburg and said such icebreakers 

were of “strategic importance”. As climate change opens up the Arctic giving access to new routes 

and resources, there is a race by adjoining countries to build up their militaries and Russia has a 

clear lead over them. 

Why are countries racing towards the Arctic? 

✓ There has been a race among Arctic states and near-Arctic states to augment their capabilities in 

a bid to be ready to capitalise on the melting Arctic.  

✓ Russian military modernisation in the Arctic has prompted other Arctic states to join the 

bandwagon.  

✓ Unlike Antarctica, the Arctic is not a global common accentuating the problem. 

✓ For instance, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) has been conducting regular 

exercises in the region while partner countries are investing in upgrading military capabilities.  

✓ At the same time, China, which calls itself to be a near-Arctic state, has also announced ambitious 

plans for a ‘polar silk route’ to connect to Europe as well building massive icebreakers. 

 



 

Where does India stand with respect to the Arctic? 

✓ Since 2007, India has an Arctic research programme with as many as 13 expeditions undertaken 

till date.  

✓ In March 2022, India unveiled its first Arctic policy titled: ‘India and the Arctic: building a 

partnership for sustainable development’.  

✓ India is also one of the 13 Observers in the Arctic Council, the leading intergovernmental forum 

promoting cooperation in the Arctic.  

✓ As the earth further heats up, which is more profound at the poles, the race for the Arctic is set to 

accelerate which makes the Arctic the next geopolitical hotspot with all interests converging on 

it – environmental, economic, political and military. 

Arctic Council 

▪ The Arctic Council is the leading intergovernmental forum promoting cooperation, 

coordination and interaction among the Arctic States, Arctic Indigenous peoples and other 

Arctic inhabitants on common Arctic issues, in particular on issues of sustainable development 

and environmental protection in the Arctic.  

▪ It was formally established in 1996. 

▪ The eight Arctic States are Canada, The Kingdom of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway, The 

Russian Federation, Sweden and The United States. 

▪ The Ottawa Declaration defines these states as Members of the Arctic Council.  

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

6. Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) [Economy: Employment, Human Resource] 

Article: Unemployment rate dips marginally to 7.2% in July-September: survey (Page 13) 

Context: 

The unemployment rate in urban areas for persons above the age of 15 eased to 7.2% in July-

September from 9.8% a year ago and 7.6% in the previous quarter, according to the Periodic Labour 

Force Survey (PLFS) released by the National Statistical Office (NSO) here on Thursday.  

About Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) 

✓ The labor force participation rate indicates the percentage of all people of working age who are 

employed or are actively seeking work. 

✓ The formula is the number of people ages 16 and older who are employed or actively seeking 

employment, divided by the total non-institutionalized, civilian working-age population. 

✓ In conjunction with the unemployment numbers, it can offer some perspective into the state of 

the economy. 

✓ The rate varies over time based on social, demographic, and economic trends. 

✓ Global labor force participation has shown a steady decline since 1990. 

✓ India's Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) declined from 46% to 40% between 2016-17 and 

2021-22, according to data from Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy. 

✓ This means that out of every 100 persons in the working age population, only 40 were either 

working or looking for work in 2021-22. 

✓ A statewide analysis of LFPR shows that only one state, Rajasthan recorded an overall increase 

in the participation rate. 

 



 

7. Measles [Diseases] 

Article: Record high drop in the immunisation for measles in children (Page 10) 

About Measles 

✓ Measles is a highly contagious, serious disease caused by a virus.  

✓ Before the introduction of measles vaccine in 1963 and widespread vaccination, major epidemics 

occurred approximately every 2–3 years and measles caused an estimated 2.6 million deaths each 

year. 

✓ Measles is caused by a virus in the paramyxovirus family and it is normally passed through 

direct contact and through the air.  

✓ The virus infects the respiratory tract, then spreads throughout the body.  

✓ Measles is a human disease and is not known to occur in animals. 

✓ Accelerated immunization activities have had a major impact on reducing measles deaths. 

✓ It is spread by coughing and sneezing, close personal contact or direct contact with infected nasal 

or throat secretions. 

8. Over-the-Top (OTT) [Technology: IT & Computers] 

Article: A word of advice on OTT and the draft Telecom Bill (Page 8, Editorial) 

Context: 

The inclusion of Over The Top or OTT (Communication Services) within the ambit of the draft Indian 

Telecommunication Bill, 2022 that was unveiled recently for public comments, is a feature that has 

drawn much attention and comment. 

About Over-the-Top (OTT) 

✓ OTT stands for “over-the-top” and refers to the productized practice of streaming content to 

customers directly over the web. 

✓ It applies to film and television content presented via a high-speed Internet connection and not a 

cable or satellite provider. 

✓ While the OTT conversation primarily revolves around video-on-demand, the technology covers 

a broad range of web-based content: audio streaming, messaging services, or internet-based voice 

calling solutions. 

✓ The convenience of OTT content is one of the several reasons it's so popular.  

✓ To stream OTT, customers only need an internet connection and a compatible hardware device. 

✓ Mobile OTT Devices: Smartphones and tablets can download OTT apps to stream on the on-the-

go. 

✓ Personal Computers: Customers can access OTT content from desktop-based apps or even web 

browsers. 

✓ Smart TVs: The most popular examples include Apple TVs, SmartTV's, PlayStation, Chromecast, 

Xbox, FireStick, and MORE. While you can typically stream OTT content on mobile and desktop 

devices, they aren't considered true OTT devices.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

9. Chabahar Port [Place in News] 

Article: India, Iran discuss development of Chabahar Port (Page 12) 

Context: 

India and Iran held Foreign Office Consultations on Thursday during the visit of Tehran’s Deputy 

Foreign Minister for Political Affairs Ali Bagheri Kani here. 

About Chabahar Port 

✓ Chabahar Port is a seaport in Chabahar located in southeastern Iran, on the Gulf of Oman.  

✓ It is also called Shahid Beheshti port. 

✓ It serves as Iran's only oceanic port, and consists of two 

separate ports named Shahid Kalantari and Shahid 

Beheshti. 

✓ In December 2018, India took over the operations of the 

Port. 

✓ It was being operated by India Ports Global Private 

Limited (IPGPL). 

✓ For India, the Chabahar Port is a much-needed project for 

sea-access to landlocked Afghanistan.  

✓ The port has also emerged as a commercial transit hub for the region.  

✓ It is a more economical and stable route for landlocked countries of the region to reach India and 

the global market. 

✓ India began building a railway line between Chabahar port and Zahedan as part of the North-

South Transport Corridor.  

✓ Chabahar port is about 170 km away from Gwadar Port built in Pakistan by China.  

10. OneLove campaign [Sports Events/Campaigns in News] 

Article: OneLove protests at FIFA World Cup: How the armband was born, its Nelson Mandela 

link (The Indian Express, Nov 25) 

Context: 

During the match between Germany and Japan in the ongoing FIFA world cup at Qatar, the OneLove 

armband came under the spotlight when it was worn by Germany’s interior minister Nancy Faeser, 

as she watched the game seated next to FIFA president Gianni Infantino. 

About OneLove campaign 

✓ At the beginning of the football season in The Netherlands in 2020, the Dutch Football 

Association (KNVB) started a campaign called OneLove.  

✓ Its aim was to propagate the belief that “differences don’t 

matter” because all fans and players have a common love for 

the beautiful game.  

✓ By wearing the OneLove armband, the players emphasise 

upon a message to “unite and connect, and that they are 

against any form of discrimination anywhere in the world.” 

✓ The campaign does not specifically mention the LGBTQ+ community.  

✓ Rather it symbolises the pride all people have in their heritage, race, gender identity and sexual 

orientation.  

✓ The design of the logo is a heart-shaped flag with rainbow colours and the number ‘one’ in the 

middle.  



 

✓ The rainbow colours have become symbolic of the LGBTQ+ identity ever since gay artist and 

drag queen Gilbert Baker designed the first rainbow flag in 1978.  

✓ In the OneLove logo, the rainbow heart sits between the words #one and love. 

✓ al caption of the campaign is “Football has the power to unite people”.  

✓ It was inspired by a speech by Nelson Mandela at the inaugural Laureus World Sports Awards in 

2000.  

 

 

 

 

 


