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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Ahom  kingdom & the Legend of Lachit Borphukan [Medieval India] 

Article: The heroism of Lachit Borphukan, legendary Ahom general and proud symbol of 

Assamese self-identity (The Indian Express, 24 Nov) 

Context:  

A three-day celebration of the 400th birth anniversary of the legendary Assamese general and folk 

hero Lachit Borphukan began in New Delhi on November 23. The ceremony will be attended by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, and Law 

Minister Kiren Rijiju among others. 

About the History of the Ahom kingdom 

✓ The Ahom kings ruled large parts of what is now known as Assam for nearly 600 years, from the 

early 13th century to the early 19th century.  

✓ This was a prosperous, multi-ethnic kingdom which spread 

across the upper and lower reaches of the Brahmaputra 

valley, surviving on rice cultivation in its fertile lands. 

✓ The Ahoms engaged in a series of conflicts with the 

Mughals from 1615-1682, starting from the reign of 

Jahangir till the reign of Aurangzeb.  

✓ One of the major early military conflicts was in January 

1662, where the Mughals won a partial victory, conquering 

parts of Assam and briefly occupying Garhgaon, the Ahom 

capital. 

✓ The counter-offensive to reclaim lost Ahom territories started under Ahom King Swargadeo 

Chakradhwaja Singha.  

✓ After the Ahoms enjoyed some initial victories, Aurangzeb dispatched Raja Ram Singh I of Jaipur 

in 1669 to recapture the lost territory — eventually resulting in the Battle of Saraighat in 1671. 

About the Legend of Lachit Borphukan 

✓ Lachit was a brilliant military commander who knew the terrain of the Brahmaputra valley and 

the surrounding hills like the back of his hand.  

✓ He was chosen as one of the five Borphukans of the Ahom kingdom by king Charadhwaj Singha, 

and given administrative, judicial, and military responsibilities. 

✓ Unlike the Mughals who preferred battles in the open with their massive 

armies, Borphukan preferred guerrilla tactics which provided an edge to 

his smaller, but fast moving and capable forces.  

✓ Much like Shivaji’s encounters with the Mughals in Marathwada, Lachit 

inflicted damage on the large Mughal camps and static positions.  

✓ His raids would kill unsuspecting Mughal soldiers and frustrate the 

mighty armies that were too ponderous to respond swiftly. 

✓ Every culture and community has its heroes.  

✓ Over time, Lachit Borphukan’s exploits have become a symbol of 

resistance against outsiders against all odds.  

✓ He has become one of the greatest of Assamese heroes, symbolising the valour, courage, and 

intelligence that defines the Assamese self-identity. 

 

 



 

2. El Niño & La Niña [Geography: Climatology] 

Article: Are El Niño-La Niña weather patterns changing? (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context: 

A new study projects that climate change will significantly impact El Niño-La Niña weather patterns 

approximately by 2030 — a decade before what was earlier predicted. This is bound to result in 

further global climate disruptions. 

About El Niño 

✓ El Niño is the warming of sea water in the central-east Equatorial Pacific that occurs every few 

years.  

✓ During El Niño, surface temperatures in the equatorial Pacific rise, and trade winds — east-west 

winds that blow near the Equator — weaken.  

✓ Normally, easterly trade winds blow from the Americas towards Asia.  

✓ Due to El Niño, they falter and change direction to 

turn into westerlies, bringing warm water from the 

western Pacific towards the Americas.  

✓ The phenomena of upwelling, where nutrient-rich 

waters rise towards the surface, is reduced under El 

Niño.  

✓ This in turn reduces phytoplankton.  

✓ Thus, fish that eat phytoplankton are affected, 

followed by other organisms higher up the food chain.  

✓ Warm waters also carry tropical species towards colder areas, disrupting multiple ecosystems.  

✓ Since the Pacific covers almost one-third of the earth, changes in its temperature and subsequent 

alteration of wind patterns disrupt global weather patterns.  

✓ El Niño causes dry, warm winter in Northern U.S. and Canada and increases the risk of flooding 

in the U.S. gulf coast and southeastern U.S.  

✓ It also brings drought to Indonesia and Australia. 

About La Niña 

✓ La Niña is the opposite of El Niño.  

✓ La Niña sees cooler than average sea surface temperature (SST) in the equatorial Pacific region.  

✓ Trade winds are stronger than usual, pushing warmer water towards Asia.  

✓ On the American west coast, upwelling increases, bringing nutrient-rich water to the surface.  

✓ Pacific cold waters close to the Americas push jet streams — narrow bands of strong winds in the 

upper atmosphere — northwards.  

✓ This leads to drier conditions in Southern U.S., and heavy rainfall in Canada.  

✓ La Niña has also been associated with heavy floods in Australia.  

✓ Two successive La Niña events in the last two years caused intense flooding in Australia, resulting 

in significant damage.  

About the study’s findings 

✓ The combination of El Niño, La Niña, and the neutral state between the two opposite effects is 

called the El Niño Southern Oscillation (ENSO).  

✓ Southern oscillations are large-scale changes in sea level pressure in the tropical Pacific region. 

✓ ENSO’s scale is significant enough to influence global climate.  

✓ According to the study, published in the Nature Communications journal, increased SST 

variability from ENSO in the eastern Equatorial Pacific (EP) will emerge around 2030 ( error 



 

margin of +/- 6 years), more than a decade earlier than that of the central Pacific (CP) ENSO. If 

CP and EP are not separated, SST variability from ENSO will occur almost four decades earlier 

than previously suggested.  

✓ Changes in the equatorial Pacific will be visible first due to a stronger increase in the EP-ENSO 

rainfall response, leading to increased SST variability.  

What is the effect on India’s monsoons? 

▪ In India, El Niño causes weak rainfall and more heat, while La Niña intensifies rainfall across 

South Asia, particularly in India’s northwest and Bangladesh during the monsoon.  

▪ At present, India, like the rest of the globe, is witnessing an extended ‘triple dip’ La Niña.  

▪ This is why India saw surplus rain in September, a month that usually sees the monsoon retreat, 

for the third year in a row. 

 

3. Guru tegh Bahadur [Medieval India: Important Personality] 

Article: The life, times, and martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur, who refused to bow to Aurangzeb 

(The Indian Express, 24 Nov) 

Context: 

Today, November 24, is commemorated as the Shaheedi Divas of Guru Tegh Bahadur, the ninth guru 

of the Sikhs, who stood up against forcible conversions by the Mughals, and was executed on the 

orders of Aurangzeb in 1675. 

About Guru tegh Bahadur 

✓ Tegh Bahadur who was born in Amritsar on April 21, 1621 to Mata Nanki and Guru Hargobind, 

the sixth Sikh guru, who raised an army against the Mughals 

and introduced the concept of warrior saints. 

✓ After Guru Ram Das, the fourth Sikh guru, the guruship 

became hereditary.  

✓ When Tegh Bahadur’s elder brother Gurditta died young, the 

guruship went to his 14-year-old son, Guru Har Rai, in 1644.  

✓ He remained on the seat until his death at the age of 31 in 

1661. 

✓ Guru Har Rai was succeeded by his five-year-old son Guru Har Krishan, who passed away 

in Delhi in 1664 before he could reach the age of eight.  

✓ It is said that when asked about his successor, he took the name of “Baba Bakala”, his grand uncle.  

The Guru’s times 

✓ Aurangzeb was the ruling Mughal emperor at the time.  

✓ Guru Tegh Bahadur who started travelling extensively through Malwa and Majha, first came into 

conflict with the authorities when he started questioning the tradition of worshipping at the graves 

of pirs and faqirs.  

✓ He preached against this practice, and urged his followers to be ‘nirbhau’ (fearless) and ‘nirvair’ 

(without envy). 

✓ His sermons, delivered in a mix of Sadukhri and Braj languages, were widely understood from 

Sindh to Bengal.  

✓ The metaphors he used resonated with people across North India.  

✓ Guru Tegh Bahadur often alluded to Panchali (Draupadi) and Ganika in his preachings and 

declared that Hindustan could regain its piety if it took refuge in one God, Dr Hardev said. 



 

✓ It was said  that Aurangzeb ordered the public execution of the Guru on November 11, 1675 after 

the guru declined to embrace Islam. 

✓ He was tortured to death and beheaded at Chandni Chowk along with his three companions, Bhai 

Mati Das, who was torn asunder, Bhai Sati Das, who was burnt to death, and Bhai Dyala ji, who 

was put in boiling water. 

✓ At the site of Guru Tegh Bahadur’s execution stands Gurdwara Sis Ganj Sahib in Delhi’s Chandni 

Chowk. 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

4. Illegal Immigrant Vs Refugee [Polity: Issues related to Migration] 

Article: MHA takes up with MEA influx of Kuki-Chins (Front Page) 

Context:  

More than 270 members of the Kuki-Chin community from Bangladesh who entered Mizoram on 

November 20 are being referred to as “officially displaced persons” in State government records, as 

India does not have a law on refugees. 

About Ilegal Immigrant Vs Refugee 

✓ According to the MHA, foreign nationals who enter the country without valid travel documents 

are treated as illegal immigrants. 

✓ Under the 1951 UN Convention on the Status of Refugees and the subsequent 1967 Protocol, the 

word refugee pertains to any person who is outside their country of origin and unable or unwilling 

to return owing to well-founded fear of persecution for reasons of race, religion, nationality, 

membership of a particular social group or political opinion.  

✓ Stateless persons may also be refugees in this sense, where country of origin (citizenship) is 

understood as ‘country of former habitual residence’.  

✓ The UN has said the flight of the Rohingya following the Myanmar military crackdown in 

Rakhine state in 2017 had created the world’s biggest refugee crisis.  

✓ Cox’s Bazaar in Bangladesh is the biggest refugee camp in the world today.  

✓ Myanmar maintains that the Rohingya, who are predominantly Muslim, are illegal immigrants 

from Bangladesh. 

5. TADA & POTA [Polity: Acts related to Terrorism] 

Article: Jammu TADA court issues fresh warrant against Yasin Malik (Page 10) 

Context:  

The Terrorist and Disruptive Activities Act (TADA) court in Jammu on Wednesday issued a fresh 

production warrant against JKLF chief Yasin Malik, as he again refused to cross- examine the 

witnesses virtually in a case related to the killing of four Indian Air Force (IAF) officials in Srinagar 

in 1990.  

About Terrorist and Disruptive Activities Act (TADA) 

✓ The Terrorist and Disruptive Activities (Prevention) Act, 

1987, was at one time the main law used in cases of 

terrorism and organised crime, but due to rampant misuse, 

it was allowed to lapse in 1995.  

✓ The Act defined a “terrorist act” and “disruptive activities”, 

put restrictions on the grant of bail, and gave enhanced 

power to detain suspects and attach properties.  

✓ The law made a confession before a police officer admissible as evidence.  



 

✓ Separate courts were set up to hear cases filed under TADA. 

About The Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA), 2002 (POTA) 

✓ In wake of the 1999 IC-814 hijack and 2001 Parliament attack, there was a clamour for a more 

stringent anti-terror law, which came in the form of The Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA), 

2002.  

✓ A suspect could be detained for up to 180 days by a special court.  

✓ The law made fundraising for the purpose of terrorism a “terrorist act”.  

✓ A separate chapter to deal with terrorist organisations was included.  

✓ The Union government could add or remove any organisation from the schedule.  

✓ However, reports of gross misuse of the Act by some state governments led to its repeal in 2004. 

Revise UAPA from previous current affairs. 

6. Assam-Meghalaya Border Dispute [Polity: Inter-State Disputes] 

Article: What is the Assam-Meghalaya border dispute, how the recent killing of six people impacts 

it (The Indian Express, 24 Nov) 

Context: 

Six people, including an Assam Forest Guard, were killed and several others injured during an 

alleged clash between the Assam Police and a mob, around 3 am Tuesday in an area bordering the 

West Karbi Anglong district of Assam and Mukroh village in Meghalaya’s West Jaintia Hills. The 

Assam Police has claimed they opened fire in self defence after a mob surrounded them when they 

were trying to intercept a truck allegedly smuggling timber. 

About Assam-Meghalaya border dispute 

✓ Assam and Meghalaya have a longstanding dispute in 12 stretches of their 884-km shared border.  

✓ The two states had signed a pact in March resolving the dispute in six out of 12 areas.  

✓ In August, they decided to form regional 

committees.  

✓ The second round of discussions for the 

remaining six phases was to commence by 

the end of this month.. 

✓ The Assam-Meghalaya pact was seen as a 

major achievement, as Assam’s border 

disputes with other states in the Northeast 

have remained unresolved despite multiple 

rounds of talks.  

✓ Now, the firing threatens to derail the upcoming talks. 

Background 

✓ During the British rule, undivided Assam included present-day Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh, 

Meghalaya and Mizoram.  

✓ Meghalaya was carved out in 1972, its boundaries demarcated as per the Assam Reorganisation 

(Meghalaya) Act of 1969, but has held a different interpretation of the border since. 

✓ In 2011, the Meghalaya government had identified 12 areas of difference with Assam, spread 

over approximately 2,700 sq km. 

✓ Some of these disputes stem from recommendations made by a 1951 committee headed by then 

Assam chief minister Gopinath Bordoloi. 

✓ A number of attempts had been made in the past to resolve the boundary dispute.  



 

✓ In 1985, under then Assam chief minister Hiteswar Saikia and Meghalaya chief minister Captain 

W A Sangma, an official committee was constituted under the former Chief Justice of India Y V 

Chandrachud.  

✓ However, a solution was not found. 

✓ Both state governments identified six out of 12 disputed areas for resolution in the first phase: 

three areas contested between West Khasi Hills district in Meghalaya and Kamrup in Assam, two 

between RiBhoi in Meghalaya and Kamrup-Metro, and one between East Jaintia Hills in 

Meghalaya and Cachar in Assam. 

✓ After a series of meetings and visits by teams to the disputed areas, both sides submitted reports 

based on five mutually agreed principles: historical perspective, ethnicity of local population, 

contiguity with boundary, peoples’ will and administrative convenience. 

✓ A final set of recommendations were made jointly: out of 36.79 sq km of disputed area taken up 

for settlement in the first phase, Assam would get full control of 18.46 sq km and Meghalaya of 

18.33 sq km. In March, an MoU was signed based on these recommendations. 

7. Central Information Commission [Polity: Transparency & Accountability] 

Article: India is losing its cherished right to know  (Page 6, Editorial) 

About Central Information Commission 

✓ The Central Information Commission has been constituted with effect from 12-10-2005 under the 

Right to Information Act, 2005.  

✓ The jurisdiction of the Commission extends over all Central Public Authorities. 

✓ As Second Appellate Authority, the Commission has jurisdiction over all public authorities under 

Government of India which are established, constituted, owned, controlled and substantially 

financed by funds provided directly or indirectly by the Central Government or the Union territory 

administration including NCT of Delhi.  

✓ These include all Ministries/Departments, Public Sector Undertakings under the Government of 

India. 

✓ The Commission has certain powers and functions mentioned in sections 18, 19, 20 and 25 of the 

RTI Act, 2005. 

✓ These broadly relate to adjudication in second appeal for giving information; direction for record 

keeping, suo motu disclosures receiving and enquiring into a complaint on inability to file RTI 

etc; imposition of penalties and Monitoring and Reporting including preparation of an Annual 

Report.  

✓ The decisions of the Commission are final and binding. 

✓ This Commission consists of the Chief Information Commissioner and Information 

Commissioners not exceeding 10. 

✓ The office of the Commission is located at CIC Bhawan, New Delhi. 

Chief Information Commissioners (CICs) 

A CIC and Information Commissioner are appointed for a tenure of five years or till they attain the 

age of 65 years. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

8. Indonesia earthquake [Disaster Management] 

Article: Indonesia earthquake kills over 260, why was it so deadly? (The Indian Express, 24 Nov) 

Context: 

A 5.6 magnitude earthquake left more than 260 dead and hundreds injured as buildings crumbled 

and terrified residents ran for their lives on Indonesia’s main island of Java.  

About Indonesia earthquake 

✓ The country of more than 270 million people is 

frequently struck by earthquakes, volcanic eruptions 

and tsunamis because of its location on the arc of 

volcanoes and fault lines in the Pacific Basin known as 

the “Ring of Fire.”  

✓ The area spans some 40,000 kilometers (25,000 miles) 

and is where a majority of the world’s earthquakes occur. 

✓ Many of Indonesia’s earthquakes are minor and cause little to no damage.  

✓ But there have also been deadly earthquakes. 

✓ In February, a magnitude 6.2 earthquake killed at least 25 people and injured more than 460 in 

West Sumatra province.  

✓ In January 2021, a magnitude 6.2 earthquake killed more than 100 people and injured nearly 6,500 

in West Sulawesi province. 

✓ A powerful Indian Ocean quake and tsunami in 2004 killed 230,000 people in a dozen countries, 

most of them in Indonesia. 

9. European Space Agency (ESA) [Space Technology: Important Organizations] 

Article: The European Space Agency adopts a bigger budget (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context: 

16.9 In euro billion, the budget adopted by the European Space Agency (ESA) for the next three years, 

a 17% increase as agreed in the 2019 meeting but less than requested by its director-general.  

About European Space Agency (ESA) 

✓ ESA is an intergovernmental organisation, created in 1975, with the mission to shape the 

development of Europe’s space capability and ensure that investment in space delivers benefits 

to the citizens of Europe and the world. 

✓ ESA covers a wide range of activities, including launchers, science, robotic and human 

exploration, navigation, Earth observation, telecommunications, space safety and operations.  

✓ It designs, builds and operates facilities and a fleet of space missions in orbit around the Earth 

and in the Solar System, and flies European astronauts with international partners. 

✓ ESA has 22 Member States: Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 

France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, 

Poland, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and the United Kingdom.  

✓ Latvia, Lithuania and Slovenia are Associate Members.  

✓ Canada takes part in certain programmes under a cooperation agreement.  



 

✓ ESA has signed European Cooperating States Agreements with Bulgaria, Cyprus and Slovakia, 

and cooperation agreements with Croatia and Malta. 

✓ By coordinating the financial and intellectual resources of its members, ESA can undertake 

programmes and activities far beyond the scope of any single European country.  

✓ ESA works closely with European industry, national space agencies and the European Union, and 

cooperates with space agencies worldwide. 

 

GS 4: OPTIONAL- PSYCHOLOGY 

10. National Suicide Prevention Strategy [Govt Policies & Initiatives, Psychology: Mental 

Health] 

Article:  National Suicide Prevention Strategy: Framework and objectives (The Indian Express, 

24 Nov) 

Context: 

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare on Monday (November 21) unveiled the National Suicide 

Prevention Strategy — the first-of-its-kind policy formulated by the 

government to prevent suicides as a public health priority. 

About National Suicide Prevention Strategy 

✓ According to the ministry, the policy that will set the stage for 

promotion of mental health and prevention of suicides in the coming 

decade. 

✓ The goal of the strategy is to reduce suicide mortality in the country by 

10 per cent by 2023. The strategy provides a framework for multiple 

stakeholders to implement activities for prevention of suicides in the 

country. 

Objectives 

✓ It seeks to establish effective surveillance mechanisms for suicide within the next three years. 

✓ It seeks to establish psychiatric outpatient departments that will provide suicide prevention 

services through the District Mental Health Programme in all districts within the next five years. 

✓ It aims to integrate a mental well-being curriculum in all educational institutions within the next 

eight years. 

✓ To strengthen surveillance of suicide and further generation of evidence through evaluation, that 

will ensure improvement in the programme quality. 

Stakeholders in implementation framework 

✓ The implementation framework of the National Suicide Prevention Strategy envisions five key 

stakeholders responsible for realising the objectives.  

✓ These include national-level ministerial stakeholders, state-level governmental stakeholders, 

district-level governmental stakeholders, NIMHANS-Bangalore and other top mental health 

institutes, and strategic collaborators. 

Implementation mechanism 

✓ Reinforcing leadership, partnerships and institutional capacity in the country. 

✓ Enhancing the capacity of health services to provide suicide prevention services. 

✓ Developing community resilience and societal support for suicide prevention and reduce stigma 

associated with suicidal behaviours. 



 

 

 

Current scenario of Suicides in India 

✓ According to the annual report of the National Crime Records Bureau(NCRB), released in 

August, 1.64 lakh people died by suicide in 2021 — an increase of 7.2 per cent from 2020.  

✓ This is 10 per cent higher than the COVID deaths (1.48 lakh) in India in 2020, and 6.8 times the 

maternal deaths (23,800) in the same year. 

✓ The NCRB report also stated that more than 1,00,000 people die by suicide in the country every 

year.  

✓ A total of 25,891 suicides were reported in the 53 megacities of the country during 2021, with the 

highest in Delhi. 

✓ In the past three years, the suicide rate in the country has increased from 10.2 to 11.3 per 1,00,000 

population.  

✓ Most suicides in India are by youth and middle-aged adults — with 65 per cent of the suicides in 

2020 being reported in the age group of 18-45 years. 

Ongoing suicide prevention initiatives in India 

✓ The National Mental Health Policy (2014) sees prevention of mental disorders, reduction of 

suicide and attempted suicide as core priority areas. 

✓ The Mental Healthcare Act 2017 brought in some necessary changes.  

✓ The Act that came into force from May 2018 effectively decriminalised attempted suicide, which 

was punishable under Section 309 of the Indian Penal Code.  

✓ It ensured that the individuals who have attempted suicide are offered opportunities for 

rehabilitation from the government as opposed to being tried or punished. 

✓ Several national programmes such as the National Mental Health Program, National Palliative 

Care Program, Ayushman Bharat and Nasha Mukti Abhiyaan Task Force are also in place. 

 

 



 

 
No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair 

Date 

1 Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) FDI equity inflows contract in the 

current fiscal to $26.9 

billion (Page 8) 

26 July 2022 

2 G- 20 Grouping India’s G-force moment (Page 7) 8 November 2022 

3 Global Hunger Index Fixing India’s malnutrition 

problem (Page 6, Editorial) 

17 October 2022 

 

 


