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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Constitution Day [Polity: Constitution] 

Article: The Constitution of India deserves better (Page 6, Editorial) 

Context:  

The Constitution of India was adopted by the Constituent Assembly on November 26, 1949 for ‘We 

the people of India’. After being unnoticed for long, the day began to be celebrated as Constitution 

Day since 2015. 

About Constitution Day 

✓ Constitution Day also known as 'Samvidhan Divas', is celebrated in our country on 26th 

November every year to commemorate the adoption of the 

Constitution of India.  

✓ On 26th November 1949, the Constituent Assembly of India 

adopted the Constitution of India, which came into effect from 26th 

January 1950. 

✓ The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment on 19th 

November 2015 notified the decision of Government of India to 

celebrate the 26th day of November every year as 'Constitution 

Day' to promote Constitution values among citizens. 

✓ Constitution Day aims to bring awareness about the importance of the Constitution and Dr B R 

Ambedkar. 

Constitution of India 

• The Constitution is a set of written principles and precedents of the Government of India.  

• It frames fundamental political principles, procedures, rights, directive principles, restrictions 

and duties of the government and the citizens of the country.  

• The Constitution of India declares the country a sovereign, secular, socialist and democratic 

republic.  

• It assures its citizens equality, liberty and justice. 

• B R Ambedkar, chairman of the drafting committee, is considered to be the chief architect of 

the Constitution of India.  

• He is also called the Father of the Indian Constitution.  

• The Constitution of India was drafted by the members of the Constituent Assembly. 

What is the preamble to the Constitution of India? 

✓ Preamble is a brief statement which records the aims and aspirations of the people of India. The 

preamble to the Constitution of India reads: 

✓ “We, the people of India, having solemnly resolved to constitute India into a sovereign, socialist, 

secular, democratic, republic, and to secure to all its citizens: 

✓ Justice, social, economic and political; liberty of thought, expression, belief, faith and worship; 

equality of status and of opportunity, and to promote among them all — fraternity assuring the 

dignity of the individual and the unity and integrity of the Nation; 

✓ In our Constituent Assembly this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, do hereby adopt, enact 

and give to ourselves this constitution.” 

 

 



 

How did Constitution of India come into being? 

✓ From 1947 to 1950, India continued to use the legislation implemented when it was a dominion 

of Britain.  

✓ In the meantime, the Constituent Assembly drafted the Constitution of India, which would replace 

the Government of India Act, 1935, as the country's fundamental governing document.  

✓ The Constitution was drawn from a number of sources, while India's needs and conditions were 

given paramount importance.  

✓ B R Ambedkar studied the Constitutions of over 60 countries before drafting the Constitution of 

India. 

A brief timeline:  

✓ On December 6, 1949 the Constitution Assembly was formed and its first meeting was held on 

December 9.  

✓ Rajendra Prasad was appointed its President and H C Mukherjee its vice-chairman.  

✓ On August 29, 1947, the drafting committee appointed Ambedkar as its chairman and six other 

members — Munshi N Gopalaswami Ayyangar, Khaitan, Mitter, Muhammed Sadulla, Alladi 

Krishnaswamy Iyer.  

✓ The members of the Constituent Assembly signed two hand-written copies of the document (one 

each in Hindi and English) on January 24, 1950.  

✓ On November 26, 1949, the Constitution of India was adopted by the Assembly.  

✓ On January 26, 1950, the Constitution was enforced. 

✓ It took almost three years to write the constitution.  

2. Special Marriage Act (SMA), 1954 [Acts in News] 

Article: Supreme Court seeks government’s view on allowing same-sex marriage (Front Page) 

Context:  

The Supreme Court on Friday sought the government’s response to pleas to allow solemnisation of 

same-sex marriage under the Special Marriage Act. 

About Special Marriage Act (SMA), 1954 

✓ The Special Marriage Act of 1954 provides a civil form of marriage for couples who cannot marry 

under their personal law.  

✓ As one of independent India’s most significant secular initiatives, the Special Marriage Act, 1954 

was brought into the Indian legal system in 1954.  

✓ The Act was intended to be a piece of legislation that controls weddings that could not be 

solemnised due to religious traditions.  

✓ The Act applies to all Indian nationals, whether they live in India or outside.  

✓ The State of Jammu and Kashmir is not included in the scope of this Act, although persons 

domiciled in other states but residing in Jammu and Kashmir would be eligible for these 

provisions.  

✓ Unlike conventional arranged weddings, which include two families from the same caste or 

community, the Act aspires to legalise interreligious or inter-caste marriages.  

✓ The Act’s Certificate of Registration has been regarded as universal evidence of marriage.  

✓ As stated in the Preamble, the Act allows for a special form of marriage in specific circumstances, 

registration of such and other marriages, and divorce.  

 

 



 

Objectives 

The following are the key goals that may be derived from the Act’s Preamble:  

✓ A specific type of marriage, 

✓ documentation of certain marriages, 

✓ separation. 

Purpose of the Special Marriage Act, 1954 

✓ The purpose of the Act is to establish consistent legal measures to protect those who want to marry 

across castes or religions.  

✓ By establishing a system for inter-faith marriages, the Act serves the interests of all Indian people. 

✓ The Act includes provisions for lawful marriage, prerequisites for a valid marriage, dissolution of 

an inter-faith marriage, marriage registration, and other regulations.  

✓ As a result, the enactment of the aforementioned legislation intended to protect people’s basic 

rights and enable them to pick their married partners.  

✓ The Act also intends to reduce the threat of societal ills such as honor killing and love jihad, as 

well as to acknowledge the rights of children born out of such marriages. 

3. National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) [Polity: Statutory Bodies] 

Article: Assam border firing is a clear violation of human rights, says Meghalaya (Page 8) 

Context: 

Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma on Friday asked the National Human Rights 

Commission (NHRC) to ensure action against those who killed six persons on his State’s border with 

Assam on November 22. 

About National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) 

✓ The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India was established on 12 October, 1993.  

✓ The statute under which it is established is the Protection of Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993 as 

amended by the Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Act, 2006. 

✓ It is in conformity with the Paris Principles, adopted at the first international workshop on national 

institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights held in Paris in October 1991, and 

endorsed by the General Assembly of the United Nations by its Regulations 48/134 of 20 

December, 1993. 

✓ The NHRC is an embodiment of India’s concern for the promotion and protection of human 

rights. 

✓ The President appoints the chairperson and the members of National Human Rights Commission, 

for which a committee nominates the names. 

✓ The Chairperson or any other member of the Commission can only be removed from his office 

by the order of the President on the ground of proved misbehavior or incapacity. 

✓ Section 2(1)(d) of the PHRA defines Human Rights as the rights relating to life, liberty, equality 

and dignity of the individual guaranteed by the Constitution or embodied in the International 

Covenants and enforceable by courts in India. 

 

 

 



 

4. Conflict in the South China Sea [IR: Geophysical Conflicts] 

Article: With Rajnath Singh’s comments at ASEAN meeting, a look at the attempts for a ‘Code of 

Conduct’ in the South China Sea (The Indian Express, 26 Nov) 

Context: 

On Wednesday (November 23), Defence Minister Rajnath Singh addressed the ASEAN (Association 

of Southeast Asian Nations) Defence Ministers’ meeting in Cambodia. He expressed hope that the 

ongoing negotiations on the Code of Conduct for the South China Sea will be consistent with 

international law, particularly the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). 

What is the conflict in the South China Sea been about? 

✓ The South China Sea is one of the most contentious regions on the planet with multiple countries 

having territorial claims over its waters and islands.  

✓ Amidst China’s growing military aggression, the fate of 

the region has become of global concern. 

✓ The South China Sea lies just south of the Chinese 

mainland and is bordered by the countries of Brunei, 

China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Taiwan and 

Vietnam.  

✓ As early as the 1970s, these countries began to claim 

islands (mostly uninhabited) throughout the sea to lay 

control over the various resources that the region 

possessed, such as untapped oil reserves, natural gas, and 

fishing areas.  

✓ It also has some of the most active shipping lanes on the 

planet. 

✓ Today, China’s sweeping claims over the sea have antagonised other countries in the region.  

✓ China claims the sea as its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), arguing that other countries do not 

have the right to conduct any military or economic operation without its consent. 

✓ This claim is disputed by the southeast Asian countries and in 2016, the Permanent Court of 

Arbitration at The Hague issued its ruling on a claim brought against China by the Philippines 

under UNCLOS.  

✓ It ruled in favour of the Philippines on almost every count.  

✓ However, China, which itself is a signatory to UNCLOS, refused to acknowledge the court’s 

authority. 

✓ Recent satellite imagery of the region has had destabilising effects, showing China’s efforts to not 

only increase the size of existing islands but create artificial islands across the region.  

✓ According to the Council on Foreign Relations, China has constructed ports, military installations, 

and airstrips in these islands — particularly in the Paracel and Spratly Islands, where it has twenty 

and seven outposts, respectively.  

✓ China has also militarised Woody Island by deploying fighter jets, cruise missiles, and a radar 

system. 

✓ To protect the balance of power in the region, countries like the United States and Japan have 

come to the aid of the south-east Asian countries, providing them with military and economic aid. 

Code of Conduct for the South China Sea 

✓ In 1995, China illegally occupied the Mischief Reef, just 210 km from the Philippine island of 

Palawan.  



 

✓ Other ASEAN countries saw it as a blatant attempt to alter the status quo in the region. 

✓ As a response, ASEAN issued a Joint Communiqué in 1996 expressing concern over the situation 

in the South China Sea and calling “for the peaceful resolution of the dispute and self-restraint by 

parties concerned.”  

✓ Further, a regional code of conduct was proposed, which would “lay the foundation for long term 

stability in the area and foster understanding among claimant countries.” 

✓ After years of painful negotiation between ASEAN and China, a non-binding, aspirational 

Declaration of Conduct (DOC) in the South China Sea was arrived at in 2002. 

✓ However, China continued occupying more islands and resorting to military activities, causing 

ASEAN countries to express concerns about their sovereignty and interests. 

✓ On one hand, China has stonewalled any attempts to arrive at a binding Code of Conduct.  

✓ On the other, it has continued its own expansionist policies, making the region extremely volatile. 

Some recent developments 

✓ In May 2017, ASEAN and China adopted a Framework of a Code of Conduct in the South China 

Sea intended to “facilitate the work for the conclusion of an effective Code of Conduct on a 

mutually-agreed timeline.”  

✓ A year later, an agreement on a Single Draft South China Sea Code of Conduct Negotiating Text 

(SDNT) was agreed upon.  

✓ China’s position in the SDNT is based on the recognition of the nine-dash line, a line which 

marks China’s territorial claims, including a majority of the South China Sea.  

✓ In 2016, an arbitral tribunal constituted under UNCLOS concluded that China’s historic-rights 

claim over the maritime areas (as opposed to land territories and territorial waters) inside the nine-

dash line has no lawful effect if it exceeds what it is entitled to under the UNCLOS. 

✓ This has led to concern from countries outside the immediate region, calling on the ASEAN and 

China to ensure that the Code of Conduct is “consistent with existing international law, as 

reflected in UNCLOS.”  

✓ A departure from UNCLOS while creating the Code of Conduct could open a can of worms, not 

just in the South China Sea but also in the rest of the world, wherever there are territorial or 

maritime disputes. 

✓ Rajnath Singh’s comments come in this context as countries such as India, the USA, and Japan 

caution ASEAN from arriving at a code of conduct that will only benefit China.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

5. Multilateral Development Bank (MDB) [International Financial Institutions] 

Article: COP27 and the ambiguity about responsibility (Page 6, Editorial) 

About Multilateral Development Bank (MDB) 

✓ Multilateral development banks (MDBs) originated in the aftermath of World War II to rebuild 

war-ravaged nations and stabilize the global financial system. 

✓ Today, MDBs fund infrastructure, energy, education, and environmental sustainability in 

developing countries. 

✓ While commercial banks seek to make profits on loans and other financial services, the goal of 

MDBs is to issue grants and low-cost loans to improve the economic conditions of impoverished 

or developing nations. 

✓ MDBs now operate throughout the world and control trillions of dollars in assets. 

6. Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) [Economy: Regulatory 

Bodies] 

Article: IRDAI allows PE funds to invest directly in insurers (Page 12) 

Context: 

Insurance regulator IRDAI has approved a bouquet of proposals, including permitting private equity 

funds to directly invest in insurers, in a bid to promote ease-of-doing business in the sector.  

About Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) 

✓ The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) is an autonomous and 

statutory body which is responsible for managing and regulating insurance and re-insurance 

industry in India. 

✓ IRDAI is a 10-member body- a chairman, five full-time members and four part-time members.  

✓ It was constituted under an Act of Parliament in 1999 and the agency’s headquarters is in 

Hyderabad. 

History 

✓ In I950, the Government of India nationalised India’s insurance industry and established Life 

Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India.  

✓ In the 1990s, the government decided to open up the insurance sector to private players.  

✓ A committee was set up to propose reforms and the IRDAI was formed. 

The role of IRDAI 

✓ Itis the apex body that supervises and regulates the insurance sector in India.  

✓ The primary purpose of IRDAI is to safeguard the interest of the policyholders and ensure the 

growth of insurance in the country.  

✓ When it comes to regulating the insurance industry, IRDAI not only looks over the life insurance, 

but also general insurance companies operating within the country. 

 

 

 

 



 

7. Long Term Capital Gains Tax (LTCG) [Economy: Taxation] 

Article: Centre likely to rationalise long-term capital gains tax structure (Page 12) 

Context: 

The Finance Ministry is looking at rationalising long-term capital gains (LTCG) tax structure by 

bringing parity between similar asset classes and revising the base year for computing indexation 

benefit to make it more relevant, an official said, 

About Long Term Capital Gains Tax (LTCG) 

✓ Investments that provide returns over a longer period of time are called as long term capital gains 

or LTCG.  

✓ All the investments that offer returns in periods that range between 1 and 3 years can be called as 

long term capital gains. 

✓ When anyone makes an investment, it is almost always with the view of getting a return from that 

investment.  

✓ There are some investments that will provide returns over a short period of time and there are 

those that provide returns over a longer period of time.  

✓ These returns are known as long term capital gains and can include returns from investments like 

mutual funds, zero coupon government bonds etc. 

✓ Some of the investments that can generate long term capital gains are: 

o Sale of Property 

o Sale of Agricultural Land 

o Mutual Fund Investments 

o Stocks 

8. Millets [Agricultural Produce] 

Article: Why India’s push for millets is yet to gain widespread traction (The Indian Express, 26 

Nov) 

Context: 

At a pre-launch celebration of the International Year of Millets 2023 organised by the Ministries of 

Agriculture and External Affairs on Thursday, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar named “Covid, 

conflict, and climate” as the world’s main food security challenges, and placed the cultivation and 

popularisation of millets in the context of the wider imperative of “de-risking the global economy”. 

About Millets, the crop 

✓ The word millets is used to describe small-grained cereals like sorghum (jowar), pearl millet 

(bajra), foxtail millet (kangni/ Italian millet), little millet (kutki), kodo millet, finger millet (ragi/ 

mandua), proso millet (cheena/ common millet), barnyard millet (sawa/ sanwa/ jhangora), and 

brown top millet (korale). 

✓ Millets were among the first crops to be domesticated.  

✓ There is evidence for consumption of millets by the Indus valley people (3,000 BC), and several 

varieties that are now grown around the world were first cultivated in India.  

✓ West Africa, China, and Japan are home to indigenous varieties of the crop. 

✓ Millets are now grown in more than 130 countries, and are the traditional food for more than half 

a billion people in Asia and Africa.  

✓ They require much less water than rice and wheat, and are mainly grown in rainfed areas. 

✓ Globally, sorghum (jowar) is the biggest millet crop.  

✓ The major producers of jowar are the United States, China, Australia, India, Argentina, Nigeria, 

and Sudan.  



 

✓ Bajra is another major millet crop; India and some African countries are major producers. 

✓ In India, millets are mainly a kharif crop.  

 

High nutritive value 

✓ Millets are considered to be “powerhouses of nutrition”.  

✓ On April 10, 2018, the Agriculture Ministry declared millets as “Nutri Cereals”.  

✓ Jowar, bajra, ragi/ mandua, the minor millets — kangani/ kakun, cheena, kodo, sawa/ sanwa/ 

jhangora, and kutki — and the two pseudo millets, buckwheat (kuttu) and amaranth (chaulai), 

which have “high nutritive value” are now regarded as “Nutri Cereals” for the purposes of 

production, consumption, and trade. 

 



 

Millets under PDS 

✓ Under the National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013, eligible households are entitled to get rice, 

wheat, and coarse grain at Rs 3, Rs 2, and Re 1 per kg respectively.  

✓ While the Act does not mention millets, coarse grains are included in the definition of 

“foodgrains” under Section 2(5) of the NFSA. 

✓ The push to distribute coarse grains under the PDS has not 

gained momentum.  

✓ The Centre has accepted the recommendation of a committee 

set up by it, that millets be included in the PDS in order to 

improve nutritional support. 

✓ On Thursday, Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar 

said “the time has come for the Public Distribution System to shift the focus of distribution 

programs from basic calories to provide a more diverse food basket that includes millets to 

improve the nutritional status of pre-school children and women of reproductive age”. 

MSP for millets 

✓ The government declares a Minimum Support Price (MSP) for jowar, bajra, and ragi only. For 

KMS 2022-23, the MSP for jowar hybrid was declared at Rs 2,970 per quintal, and that for jowar 

maldandi at Rs 2,990 per quintal.  

✓ The MSP for bajra and ragi were Rs 2,350 per quintal and Rs 3,578 per quintal respectively. 

Main millets states 

✓ Jowar is mainly grown in Maharashtra, Karnataka, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Uttar 

Pradesh, Telangana, and Madhya Pradesh.  

✓ Maharashtra accounted for the largest area and production of jowar during 2020-21. 

✓ Bajra is mainly grown in Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, 

Maharashtra and Karnataka.  

Political significance 

✓ Millet is grown mainly in low-income and developing countries in Asia and Africa, and are part 

of the food basket of about 60 crore people across the globe.  

✓ By proposing the resolution to celebrate 2023 as the International Year of Millets, India pitched 

itself as a leader of this group.  

✓ This is similar to the Indian initiative on the 121-nation International Solar Alliance. 

✓ At home, millet growing states like Karnataka and Rajasthan will witness state Assembly 

elections next year.  

✓ Activities around the celebrations can potentially be leveraged by the government to reach out to 

farming communities. 

• On March 3, 2021, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) adopted a resolution to 

declare 2023 as the International Year of Millets.  

• The proposal was moved by India, and was supported by 72 countries.  

• Several events and activities, including conferences and field activities, and the issuing of 

stamps and coins, are expected as part of the celebrations aimed at spreading awareness about 

millets, inspiring stakeholders to improve production and quality, and attracting investments. 

 

 

 

 



 

9. Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project (KKNPP) [Nuclear Technology] 

Article: Russia offers advanced fuel option for Kudankulam plant (Page 5) 

Context: 

The Russian state-owned nuclear energy corporation Rosatom has offered a more advanced fuel 

option to India’s largest nuclear power station at Kudankulam, which will allow its reactors to run 

for an extended two-year cycle without stopping to load fresh fuel. 

About Kudankulam Nuclear Power Project 

✓ The Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KNPP) is located in the Tirunelveli district of Tamil 

Nadu, India. 

✓ It is being developed by the Nuclear Power Corporation of India (NPCIL). 

✓ Two 1,000 megawatt (MW) pressurised water reactor (PWR) units based on Russian technology 

were constructed in phase one of the project.  

✓ An additional four units are scheduled to be added according to the agreement signed between 

India and Russia in December 2008. 

✓ The power plant will have a combined capacity of 6000MW upon commissioning of its six units. 

✓ The home state Tamil Nadu is allocated 50% of the power generated while the neighbouring states 

(Kerala, Karnataka & Puducherry) share 35% of the residual power.  

✓ The other 15% of the generated power is unallocated and is added to a central pool. 

KNPP reactor 

✓ Kudankulam, or Koodankulam, is India’s first nuclear plant to use imported PWR technology.  

✓ The existing nuclear power plants in India use pressurized heavy water reactor or boiling water 

reactor technology. 

Away from Reactor (AFR) 

✓ The scheme for the storage of spent fuel in a nuclear power plant was two-fold:  

✓ One facility is located within the reactor building/service building (Spent Fuel Storage Pool). 

✓ Other is located away from the reactor (Away From Reactor) Spent Fuel Storage Facility.  

✓ There are two AFRs in operation at Tarapur (Mumbai) & one at one at Rawatbhata (near Kota). 

✓ Since the facility is to come up near the Kudankulam nuclear power units, activists have raised 

concern, saying it could pose a threat to the local population. 

Controversy regarding KNPP 

✓ Kudankulam NPP was a controversial project since its inception, with protests by local residents 

and various activist groups over potential radiation threats and issues related to nuclear waste 

disposal. 

✓ The People’s Movement Against Nuclear Energy (PMANE) is at the forefront of the anti-

Kudankulam campaign. 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

The Constitution of India deserves better (Page 6, Editorial) 

 

 

 



 

 


