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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Famine in Somalia [Population & Associated Issues] 

Article: Somalis are dying of hunger, but why no famine declaration? (The Indian Express, Nov 

22) 

Context:  

Somalia is on the brink of its worst famine in half a century as drought intensifies and global food 

prices soar, leaving hundreds of thousands of people at risk of dying from starvation. The United 

Nations has warned that parts of the country will be hit by famine in the coming weeks – and the 

projection is it will be more severe than in 2011, when famine killed more than a quarter of a million 

people there, about half of them children. 

What is a famine? 

✓ Famine is declared in an area when severe hunger is already widespread, and when people have 

started dying of starvation because they do not have enough 

nutritious food.  

✓ According to the United Nations, the affected area must 

meet three conditions: 

1. At least 20% of the population is facing extreme food 

shortages. 

2. At least 30% of children are suffering from acute 

malnutrition. 

3. At least two people out of every 10,000 inhabitants are dying each day due to starvation, or a 

combination of severe hunger and illness. 

Famine in Somalia  

✓ Climate change is the main reason, say aid workers.  

✓ Somalia – and parts of neighbouring Ethiopia and Kenya – are facing the fifth failed rainy season 

in a row.  

✓ This has pushed vulnerable populations – already hit by years of insurgency by Islamist insurgents 

and loss of income due to the COVID-19 pandemic – to the brink. 

✓ Hunger has been worsened due to the soaring cost of grain, fuel and fertilizer following Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine.  

✓ Somalia relies on Russia and Ukraine for 90% of its wheat, and prices of some basic commodities 

have risen by up to 160%. 

✓ Hundreds of malnourished and disease-hit children have already died and more than 300,000 

people face starvation. 

Why has famine not been declared? 

✓ The decision to declare a famine is generally made jointly by the government and the United 

Nations.  

✓ A famine declaration can be politically contentious as governments may see it as a blight on their 

rule and an opportunity for opponents to point to a failure of governance and an inability to 

provide basic protection. 

✓ The government also fears a famine declaration could dissuade investors and divert foreign aid 

aimed at long-term development projects to the famine response. 

✓ The declaration of famine carries no binding obligations on the United Nations, the government 

or other U.N. member states, but serves to focus global attention on the situation and galvanise 

resources to provide emergency aid.  



 

✓ When another drought crippled Somalia in 2017, rapid action helped avert a famine. 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. National Suicide Prevention Strategy [Govt Policies & Interventions] 

Article: Union Health Ministry launches India’s first suicide prevention policy (Page 12) 

Context:  

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare on Monday announced a National Suicide Prevention 

Strategy, the first of its kind in the country, with time-bound action plans and multi-sectoral 

collaborations to achieve reduction in suicide mortality by 10% by 2030. 

▪ India has unveiled its National Suicide Prevention Strategy (NSPS).  

▪ As per the policy document, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare aims to reduce suicide 

mortality by 10 percent by 2030.  

▪ While the strategy is in line with the WHO’s South East-Asia Region Strategy for suicide 

prevention, it says it will remain true to India’s cultural and social milieu. 

▪ The programme will be in line with the cultural background of different regions in the country. 

About Suicides in India 

✓ In India, more than one lakh lives are lost every year to suicide, and it is the top killer in the 15-

29 years category.  

✓ The document highlights that one in three women dying from suicide across the world is from 

India and one in four men is from India.  

✓ India’s contribution to global suicide now stands close to 37 percent and 24.3 percent among 

women and men respectively.  

✓ Meanwhile, more men die of suicide than women in the country, the document says. 

✓ Daily wage earners, self-employed persons and housewives contributed to over 50 percent of 

suicide cases in the country. 

About NSPS — how India plans to achieve target 

✓ The NSPS programme is divided into three parts — 

immediate, intermediate and long-term strategy. 

✓ Under the strategy, the government plans to establish 

effective surveillance mechanisms for suicide within the next 

three years.  

✓ It also aims to establish psychiatric outpatient departments to 

provide suicide prevention services through the District Mental Health Programme in all districts 

within the next five years.  

✓ The ministry also plans to integrate a mental well-being curriculum in educational institutions 

within the next eight years. 

✓ The priority areas for the NSPS include reducing easy access to suicide modes; strengthening the 

health system for suicide prevention; sensitisation through media, and strengthening suicide 

surveillance (by data collection on suicide). 

✓ Under the NSPS, the government is looking at phasing out hazardous pesticides.  

✓ It is aiming to increase post-graduate seats in the field of mental health.  

✓ Providing short-term training to non-specialist doctors and others and increasing youth 

participation in various activities are some of the initiatives the health ministry is looking at with 

the help of other agencies and ministries. 



 

✓ The strategy document says that India is a middle-income country with the highest youth 

population and has a huge burden of suicide. One lakh lives are lost every year in India due to 

suicide. 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

3. Ram Setu & Sethusamudram Ship Channel Project (SSCP) [Growth & Development: 

Infrastructure] 

Article: The geoheritage value of Ram Setu (Page 7) 

Context: 

On November 10, the Supreme Court gave the Centre four weeks’ time to file a response clarifying 

its stand on a plea by former Rajya Sabha MP Subramanian Swamy seeking national heritage status 

for the ‘Ram Setu’. 

About Ram Setu (Adam’s Bridge) 

✓ The Ram Setu, also knows as Adam’s Bridge, is a 48-km chain 

of limestone shoals between Rameswaram on India’s southeast 

coast and Mannar Island near Sri Lanka’s northwest coast. 

✓ The structure has significance in both Hindu and Muslim 

mythology -– while Hindus believe this is the bridge (setu) built 

by Lord Ram and his army to cross to Lanka and fight Ravan. 

✓ As per Islamic legend, Adam used this bridge to reach Adam’s 

Peak in Sri Lanka, where he stood on one foot for 1,000 years 

in repentance. 

✓ Scientists believe Ram Setu is a natural structure formed due to 

tectonic movements and sand getting trapped in corals.  

✓ However, over the years, “evidence” has been offered to claim that the bridge is man-made.  

✓ The Ram Setu issue snowballed into a major controversy when the Sethusamudram Project, 

flagged off during the UPA I government, proposed to dredge around the Setu, with right wing 

bodies and the then Opposition calling it an attack on Hindu sentiments. 

About Sethusamudram Ship Channel Project (SSCP) 

✓ The Sethusamudram Shipping Canal project aims to create a shipping route between India and 

Sri Lanka by building an 83-km-long deep water channel, which would also reduce travel time 

between the eastern and western coasts of India, as ships would no longer have to circle Sri Lanka 

to travel between the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea.  

✓ Versions of this project have been proposed from as far back as the 1860s. 

✓ The Sethusamudram project has been opposed on environmental grounds too, with some claiming 

that it will harm marine life, and that dredging of the line of shoals will make India’s coast more 

vulnerable to tsunamis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

4. National Monetisation Pipeline [Economy: Mobilization of Resources] 

Article: The coal Ministry leads the National Monetisation Pipeline (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context: 

33,422 In ₹ crore, the worth of assets that the government has monetised under the National 

Monetisation Pipeline in 2022-23 so far, with the coal Ministry leading the list by raising ₹17,000 

crore.  

About Monetisation 

✓ In a monetisation transaction, the government is basically 

transferring revenue rights to private parties for a specified 

transaction period in return for upfront money, a revenue 

share, and commitment of investments in the assets.  

✓ Real estate investment trusts (REITs) and infrastructure 

investment trusts (InvITs), for instance, are the key structures 

used to monetise assets in the roads and power sectors.  

✓ These are also listed on stock exchanges, providing investors liquidity through secondary markets 

as well.  

✓ While these are a structured financing vehicle, other monetisation models on PPP (Public Private 

Partnership) basis include: Operate Maintain Transfer (OMT), Toll Operate Transfer (TOT), and 

Operations, Maintenance & Development (OMD).  

✓ OMT and TOT have been used in highways sector while OMD is being deployed in case of 

airports. 

About National Monetisation Pipeline 

✓ It aims to unlock value in brownfield projects by engaging the private sector, transferring to them 

revenue rights and not ownership in the projects, and using the funds so generated for 

infrastructure creation across the country. 

✓ The NMP has been announced to provide a clear framework for monetisation and give potential 

investors a ready list of assets to generate investment interest.  

✓ The government has stressed that these are brownfield assets, which have been “de-risked” from 

execution risks, and therefore should encourage private investment.  

✓ Structuring the monetisation transactions, providing a balance risk profile of assets, and effective 

execution of the NMP will be key challenges. 

5. Sovereign Wealth Funds [Economy: Financial Instruments] 

Article: ‘Sovereign investors favour U.S., India as top investment markets’ (Page 14) 

Context: 

India has emerged as the second most coveted investment market after the United States for sovereign 

wealth funds and public pensions funds in 2022, according to a study by asset manager Invesco 

published on Monday. 

About Sovereign Wealth Funds 

✓ An SWF is an investment fund which is primarily owned by the National Government.  

✓ These funds generally invest in financial instruments such as bonds, stocks, gold, and real estate.  

✓ A few SWFs invest the government’s surplus funds such as foreign currency reserves while the 

other SWFs invest revenues resulting from trading crude oil and commodities. 



 

 

 

Objective 

✓ Generally, the country’s central bank is in charge of managing the reserves of the foreign 

exchange, and it aims at offering liquidity at times of crisis and market intervention.  

✓ It doesn’t focus much on providing long-term returns.  

✓ On the other hand, an SWF’s primary objective is to generate good returns over a long-term 

duration.  

✓ Furthermore, SWFs are formed with the intent to protect and stabilise the budget and economy at 

times when the revenues and exports are excessively volatile.  

✓ The SWFs ensure the long-term growth of the capital and diversifying the export of non-

renewable commodities. 

Background of SWF 

✓ Singapore’s Government Investment Corporation (GIC) is known to be the first SWF; it was 

established in the year 1981.  

✓ Prior to the existence of SWFs, Calpers was in place, which was state-owned.  

✓ The revenues generated by Calpers belonged to the government while the revenues of SWFs go 

to the pensioners.  

✓ Currently, 49 countries have state-owned SWF. 

✓ Santiago principles are laid down which dictates that a sovereign wealth fund must compulsorily 

invest for good returns and has a transparent structure.  

✓ However, these rules apply only to those countries that volunteer to follow. 

India’s SWF: National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) 

 

6. Crisil [Economy: Capital Market] 

Article: Crisil pares GDP growth view to 7%, cites global slowdown (Page 14) 

Context: 

Rating agency Crisil on Monday pared its 2022-23 real GDP growth forecast to 7%, from 7.3% 

estimated earlier, and said it expects the economy to face more stress in 2023-24 with growth likely 

to slow to 6% due to the global slowdown and tightening financial conditions in India.  

About Crisil 

✓ CRISIL, an acronym for Credit Rating Information Services of India Limited, is the first Credit 

Rating Agency established in India.  

✓ It’s a global analytical company whose main objective is to make financial markets function 

better.  

✓ It provides ratings, research, risk and advisory services to numerous companies and financial 

institutions. 

✓ It is majorly owned by Standard and Poor’s Global Inc. which provides transparent ratings, 

benchmarks, analytics across the world’s financial markets. 

✓ CRISIL rating refers to a rating which the company assigns to an entire range of debt instruments 

and financial entities.  

✓ This credit rating by CRISIL tells us about the creditworthiness of an instrument or an institution 

under consideration by using various analytical tools and financial history. 

 



 

 

7. Central Depositories Services India Ltd (CDSL) [Economy: Capital Market] 

Article:  What is CDSL, India’s registered share depository? (The Indian Express, Nov 21) 

About Central Depositories Services India Ltd (CDSL) 

✓ CDSL, or Central Depositories Services India Ltd, is a government-registered share depository, 

alongside its other state-owned counterpart National Securities Depository Ltd (NSDL). 

✓ Share depositories hold shares in an electronic or dematerialised form and are an enabler for 

securities transactions, playing a somewhat similar role to what banks play in handling cash and 

fixed deposits.  

✓ While banks help customers keep their cash in electronic form, share depositories help consumers 

store shares in a dematerialised form. 

✓ CDSL was founded in 1999.  

✓ It is a Market Infrastructure Institution or MII that is deemed as a crucial part of the capital market 

structure, providing services to all market participants, including exchanges, clearing 

corporations, depository participants, issuers and investors. 

8. Olive Ridley Sea Turtles [Conservation] 

Article: Olive Ridley sea turtles sighted off Odisha coast (Page 3) 

Context: 

Pairs of Olive Ridley sea turtles have begun emerging on the sea waters off Gahirmatha along the 

Odisha coast, marking the commencement of the annual mass nesting of these endangered marine 

species.  

About Olive Ridley Sea Turtles 

✓ The Olive ridley turtles are the smallest and most abundant 

of all sea turtles found in the world, inhabiting warm waters 

of the Pacific, Atlantic and Indian oceans.  

✓ These turtles, along with their cousin the Kemps ridley turtle, 

are best known for their unique mass nesting called Arribada, 

where thousands of females come together on the same beach to lay eggs. 

✓ They are carnivores, and feed mainly on jellyfish, shrimp, snails, crabs, molluscs and a variety of 

fish and their eggs.  

✓ These turtles spend their entire lives in the ocean, and migrate thousands of kilometers between 

feeding and mating grounds in the course of a year. 

✓ Arribada: They are best known for their unique mass nesting, where thousands of females come 

together on the same beach to lay eggs. 

IUCN Status: Vulnerable 

CITES: Appendix I (international trade in these turtles and their products is banned) 

Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule 1 

About Olive Ridley Sea Turtles in India 

✓ The Odisha’s Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary is known as the world’s largest rookery (colony 

of breeding animals) of sea turtles. 

✓ The coast of Orissa in India is the largest mass nesting site for the Olive-ridley, followed by the 

coasts of Mexico and Costa Rica.  



 

✓ To reduce accidental killing in India, the Orissa government has made it mandatory for trawls to 

use Turtle Excluder Devices (TEDs), a net specially designed with an exit cover which allows the 

turtles to escape while retaining the catch. 

Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary 

▪ Gahirmatha is the mass nesting spot in Indian Ocean region and the only turtle sanctuary in 

Odisha. 

▪ It is the world’s largest nesting beach of Olive Ridley Sea Turtles. 

▪ Gahirmatha was declared a turtle sanctuary in 1997 by the Odisha government after 

considering its ecological importance and as part of efforts to save the sea turtles. 

▪ Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary is one of the three parts of the Bhitarkanika National Park.  

▪ The other two includes the area of Bhitarkanika National Park and the Bhitarkanika Wildlife 

Sanctuary. 

 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

The dissenting judgment versus the razing of equality (Page 6, Editorial) 

 

 
No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair 

Date 

1 African Swine Fever 

(ASF) 

Pigs culled in farms hit by African swine 

fever in Idukki district (Page 5) 

2 August 2022 

2 Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) 

ISRO to attempt 200th successful launch 

of sounding rocket in a row (Page 5) 

21 October 2022 

 

 


