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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Extradition laws in India [Polity: Laws in News] 

Article: U.K. court turns down Nirav Modi’s appeal against extradition (Front Page) 

Context:  

The United Kingdom’s High Court on Wednesday turned down the appeal of fugitive Nirav Modi 

against a District Court verdict, based on which the then Secretary of State had, on April 15, 2021, 

ordered his extradition to India. 

About Extradition 

◼ Extradition is that the process by which one state, upon the request of another, affects the return 

of an individual for trial for a criminal offense punishable by the laws of the requesting state and 

committed outside the state of refuge. 

◼ Extraditable persons include those charged with a criminal offense but not yet tried, those tried 

and convicted who have escaped custody, and people convicted in absentia. 

Extradition laws in India 

◼ In India, the extradition of a fugitive criminal is governed under the Indian Extradition Act, 

1962. 

◼ This is for both extraditing persons to India and from India to foreign countries.  

◼ The basis of the extradition might be a treaty between India and another country.  

◼ At present India has an Extradition treaty with quite 40 countries and Extradition agreement 

with 11 countries. 

Extradition Treaty 

◼ Section 2(d) of The Indian Extradition Act 1962 defines an ‘Extradition Treaty’ as a Treaty, 

Agreement or Arrangement made by India with a far-off State, concerning the extradition of 

fugitive criminals which extends to and is binding on India.  

◼ Extradition treaties are traditionally bilateral in character.  

◼ The consensus in law of nations is that a state doesn’t have any obligation to surrender an alleged 

criminal to a far-off state, because one principle of sovereignty is that each state has legal 

authority over the people within its borders.  

◼ Such absence of international obligation, and therefore the desire for the proper to demand such 

criminals from other countries, have caused an internet of extradition treaties or agreements to 

evolve.  

◼ When no applicable extradition agreement is in situ, a sovereign should request the expulsion or 

lawful return of a private pursuant to the requested state’s domestic law. 

◼ This can be accomplished through the immigration laws of the requested state or other facets of 

the requested state’s domestic law.  

◼ Similarly, the codes of penal procedure in many countries contain provisions allowing extradition 

to require place within the absence of an extradition agreement.  

◼ Sovereigns may, therefore, still request the expulsion or lawful return of a fugitive from the 

territory of a requested state within the absence of an extradition treaty. 

Principles followed 

◼ The extradition applies only to such offences which are mentioned within the treaty. 

◼ It applies the principle of dual criminality which suggests that the offence sought to be an offence 

within the national laws of requesting also as requested country. 

◼ The requested country must be satisfied that there’s a clear case made against the offender. 
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◼  The extradition should be made just for the offence that extradition was requested. The accused 

must be given a good trial. 

Nodal Authority 

Consular, Passport and Visa Division of the Ministry of External Affairs, administers the Extradition 

Act and it processes incoming and outgoing Extradition Requests. 

 

UN Conventions 

◼ Certain conventions of the United Nations (“UN”) also include provisions for extradition (for 

facing prosecution as also for serving sentence), which are recognized by India because it may be 

a signatory to such conventions.  

◼ These conventions are multilateral treaties entered into by several countries primarily to market 

cooperation between such countries so as to curb trading of illicit drugs, terrorism, concealment 

and trafficking.  

◼ An example of UN conventions to which India may be a signatory, is that the UN Convention 

Against Corruption (UNCOC), which deals with offences of and concerning corruption, and 

therefore the UN Convention against Transnational Organised Crime (UNCTOC), which 

deals with offences of and concerning transnational organised crimes like trafficking.  

◼ Article 44(2) of the UNCOC prescribes extradition of persons albeit the offences imagined to are 

committed within the requesting country aren’t offences within the requested country and the 

other way around (i.e. an individual are often extradited even without meeting the condition of 

dual criminality, which may be a prerequisite in most of the extradition treaties). 

 

2. New Guidelines for TV Channels [Governance: Media] 

Article: Centre devises new guidelines for TV channels; broadcast of socially relevant topics 

compulsory (Front Page) 

Context:  

The Union Cabinet has approved new guidelines for uplinking and downlinking of TV channels, 

under which all stations holding permission — except for foreign channels and where it may not be 

feasible — will have to broadcast content on issues of national importance and social relevance for at 

least 30 minutes every day. 

About New Guidelines for TV Channels 

◼ New guidelines issued by the Union Cabinet give the government the power to compel all 

Indian television channels to broadcast ‘content in the national interest’ on basis of a “general 

advisory” that it may issue to them “from time to 

time”. 

◼ In addition, the guidelines also ask channels to 

broadcast “themes of national importance and of social 

relevance” for at least 30 minutes a day. 

◼ However, the rule for the compulsory broadcast of 

officially mandated content ‘in the national interest’ uses explicit language: 

▪ “The Central Government may, from time to time, issue general advisory to the channels 

for telecast of content in national interest, and the channel shall comply with the same.” 

◼ The exceptions are foreign channels, channels broadcasting live sports or those like wildlife 

channels in which it is not going to be feasible to broadcast such content. 
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◼ The government says the mandatory content rules spring from the fact “are public property 

and need to be used in the best interest of the society.” 

◼ Among themes of national interest, the guideline mentions the following: 

• education and spread of literacy; 

• agriculture and rural development; 

• health and family welfare; 

• science and technology; 

• welfare of women; 

• welfare of the weaker sections of the society; 

• protection of environment and of cultural heritage; and 

• national integration. 

◼ The channels are free to create their own content on the themes mentioned in the guidelines 

◼ The new guidelines will also allow limited liability partnerships and companies to allow 

uplinking of foreign channels from Indian teleports for beaming content in countries covered 

by the satellite footprint. 

◼ The move is expected to allow television channels of Bhutan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka and 

Nepal to uplink from India, instead of Singapore, the preferred uplinking hub for channels 

beamed in the subcontinent. 

3. Back-to-Village (B2V) programme in Jammu and Kashmir [Govt Policies: Local 

Governance] 

Article: Dropout students re-join schools in Jammu and Kashmir (News in Numbers, Page 8) 

Context: 

14,000 The number of dropouts to rejoin their schools during the just concluded fourth phase of the 

Back-to-Village (B2V) programme in Jammu and Kashmir, according to officials. 

About Back-to-Village (B2V) programme- Jammu and Kashmir 

◼ In a first of its kind, the Government of Jammu and Kashmir has embarked on an ambitious and 

extensive programme of reaching out to the people at the grassroots level to create in the rural 

masses an earnest desire for decent standard of living.  

◼ The ‘Back to Village’ programme is aimed to involve the 

people of the state and government officials in a joint 

effort to deliver the mission of equitable development.  

◼ The programme is aimed at energizing Panchayats and 

directing development efforts in rural areas through 

community participation. 

◼ As part of this programme, civil servants will have to 

reach out to each Panchayat of the State, where they will stay for a specific period to interact and 

obtain feedback from the grassroots so as to tailor government efforts in improving delivery of 

village-specific services.  

◼ The ‘Back to Village’ programme has been conceived with the objective of ensuring that 

developmental initiatives are built on the feedback and cooperation of the people, thus being 

more result oriented with greater probability of success than those which are top down. 

◼ The programme revolves around the concept that while the official machinery has to guide and 

assist, the primary responsibility to improve local conditions rests with the people themselves.  

◼ Therefore, they must be encouraged to own a programme so that benefits are maximized.  
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◼ The life of a person living in a rural area is not cut into segments in the way the Government 

activities are prone to be.  

◼ The approach at the village level, therefore, has to be a coordinated, touching all aspects of 

village life.  

◼ Such an approach has to be made, not through a multiplicity of departmental officials, but 

through Panchayats. 

◼ The essence of the ‘Back to Village’ programme is to emphasize the importance of ensuring, 

right from the beginning, people’s participation, not merely as an agent in the execution of the 

development works but as owners of the entire programme. 

 

4. Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) [Important Govt Bodies] 

Article: Level of groundwater extraction lowest in 18 years, finds study(Page 12) 

Context: 

Groundwater extraction in India saw an 18-year decline, according to an assessment by the Central 

Ground Water Board (CGWB) made public on Wednesday.  

About Central Ground Water Board (CGWB) 

◼ Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) was constituted under sub-section (3) of Section 3 of 

the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 for the purposes of regulation and control of ground 

water development and management in the country. 

◼ It is a subordinate office of the Ministry of Water Resources, Government of India, and the 

National Apex Agency entrusted with the responsibilities of providing scientific inputs for 

management, exploration, monitoring, assessment, augmentation and regulation of ground water 

resources of the country.  

◼ Central Ground Water Board was established in 1970 by renaming the Exploratory Tube wells 

Organization under the Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India. 

◼  It is headed by the Chairman and has four main wings, namely: 

1. Sustainable Management & Liaison (SML) 

2. Survey, Assessment & Monitoring (SAM) 

3. Exploratory Drilling & Materials Management (ED&MM) 

4. Water Quality & Training and Technology Transfer (WQ&TT).  

◼ Headquarters: Faridabad, Haryana. 
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GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

5. About Bangladesh’s Economy & IMF support [Economy: Inflation & IMF] 

Article: IMF agrees to fund Bangladesh to fight economic crisis (News in Numbers, Page 8) 

Context: 

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) provisionally agreed a $4.5-billion support programme on 

Wednesday for Bangladesh, with the country's finance minister saying the deal would help prevent 

economic instability escalating into a crisis. 

About Bangladesh’s Economy & IMF support 

◼ Bangladesh's $416-billion economy has been one of the world's fastest growing for years.  

◼ But rising energy and food prices, sparked by Russia's 

invasion of Ukraine, along with shrinking foreign exchange 

reserves, have swelled its import bill and current account 

deficit. 

◼ Bangladesh is the third South Asian nation after Sri Lanka 

and Pakistan to secure a bailout package from the IMF to 

tide over the sharp rise in food and energy prices caused by 

the pandemic and inflation due to the Russia-Ukraine war. 

◼ The objectives of Bangladesh's new Fund-supported program are to preserve macroeconomic 

stability and support strong, inclusive, and green growth, while protecting the vulnerable. 

◼ Bangladesh's economic mainstay is the export-oriented garment industry, which is bracing for a 

slowdown as big customers like Walmart are saddled with excess stocks as inflation forces 

people to prioritise their spending. 

◼ The country' foreign exchange reserves had dwindled to $35.74 billion by Nov. 2 from $46.49 

billion a year ago, central bank data showed. 

◼ The IMF said Bangladesh has put together a programme to foster growth that includes measures 

to contain inflation and strengthen the financial sector. 

Revise Extended Credit Facility (ECF) and Extended Fund Facility (EFF) of IMF from previous 

current affairs.  

 

6. Air Quality Index & Air Quality Life Index [Environmental Pollution & Degradation] 

Article: In the hopes for a clear blue sky (Text & Context, Page 8)   

Context: 

Last week, Delhi was once again covered in a haze of smog— witnessing very poor air quality, a 

phenomenon that has become a trend during the winter months.  

About National Ambient Air Quality Standards 

◼ National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) are standards for air quality that are set by 

the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) that are applicable all over the country.  

◼ The CPCB draws this power from the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981.  

◼ The compliance of the NAAQS is monitored under the National Air Quality Monitoring 

Programme (NAMP). NAMP is implemented by the CPCB. 
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Pollutants included in current standard (2009) 

▪ Particulate Matter 10 (PM10) 

▪ Particulate Matter 2.5 (PM2.5)  

▪ Nitrogen Dioxide (NO2) 

▪ Sulphur Dioxide (SO2) 

▪ Carbon Monoxide (CO) 

▪ Ozone (O3) 

▪ Ammonia (NH3) 

▪ Lead (Pb) 

▪ Benzene 

▪ Benzopyrene 

▪ Arsenic 

▪ Nickel 

 

Air Quality Index (AQI) 

◼ The air quality index (AQI) is an index for reporting air quality on a daily basis.  

◼ It is a measure of how air pollution affects one's health within a short time period.  

◼ The purpose of the AQI is to help people know how the local air quality impacts their health.  

◼ The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) calculates the AQI for five major air pollutants, for 

which national air quality standards have been established to safeguard public health: 

1. Ground-level ozone 

2. Particle pollution/particulate matter (PM2.5/pm 10) 

3.  Carbon Monoxide 

4. Sulfur dioxide 

5. Nitrogen dioxide 

◼ The higher the AQI value, the greater the level of air pollution and the greater the health 

concerns.  

◼ The concept of AQI has been widely used in many developed countries for over the last three 

decades.  

◼ AQI quickly disseminates air quality information in real-time. 

Air Quality Life Index (AQLI) 

◼ Produced by the Energy Policy Institute at the University of Chicago (EPIC), the AQLI is based 

on frontier research by EPIC’s director Michael Greenstone that quantified the causal 

relationship between human exposure to air pollution and reduced life expectancy.  

◼ The Air Quality Life Index, or AQLI, converts air pollution concentrations into their impact on 

life expectancy.  

◼ From this, the public and policymakers alike can determine the benefits of air pollution policies 

in perhaps the most important measure that exists: longer lives. 

◼ Through the interactive platform, users can learn not only how polluted their community is, but 

also how much longer they could live if their community complied with World Health 

Organization guidelines or national standards.  
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◼ It makes evident that policies that reduce fossil fuel use can allow people to live longer and 

healthier lives today, as well as reduce the risks of disruptive climate change. 

7. 2021 Global Climate Risk Index [Climate Action] 

Article: On climate action: books that tell us what is happening and what can be done (Page 9, 

Text & Context) 

Context: 

Climate change can no longer be ignored as the world battles an energy crisis, record greenhouse gas 

concentrations and extreme weather. 

About 2021 Global Climate Risk Index 

◼ The Global Climate Risk Index 2021 analyses to what extent countries and regions have been 

affected by impacts of weather-related loss events (storms, floods, heat waves etc. 

◼ The annual Index is released by NGO GermanWatch. 

◼ India is one of the most vulnerable countries to the impacts of climate change, ranking 7th out of 

181 in the Global Climate Risk Index 2021.  

◼ More than 75% of Indian districts are hotspots for extreme climate events. 

◼ The 2021 Index does not include data from United States of America. 

◼ Of the ten most affected countries in 2019, six were hit by tropical cyclones. 

◼ Mozambique ranks first on the list of countries most vulnerable to climate change in 2021. 

◼ Zimbabwe, the Bahamas, Japan, and Malawi, respectively, complete the top five in the 2021 

Index. 

 

8. Pashmina & Shahtoosh Shawls [Different species in News] 

Article:  Pashmina shawls have Shahtoosh guard hair, say Customs officials; all fluff, counter 

traders and artisans (Page 12) 

Context: 

Traders of universally prized Pashmina shawls are complaining that “obsolete testing methods” have 

resulted in many of their export consignments being flagged by Customs authorities for presence of 

Shahtoosh guard hair, which is obtained from endangered Tibetan antelopes.  

About Pashmina  

◼ Pashmina is obtained from a breed of mountain goats 

(Capra hircus) found on the Changthang Plateau in Tibet 

and parts of Ladakh.  

◼ The Changpa tribe has been occupying the region for 

decades now.  

◼ It is they who rear an exotic species of goats - known as 

Changthangi goats. 

◼ Manufacture of Pashmina is a largely unorganised cottage 

and handicraft industry, providing employment and livelihood to approximately six lakh people, 

most notably to local skilled villagers and artisans in Kashmir. 
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About Shahtoosh 

◼ Shahtoosh is the fine undercoat fibre obtained from the Tibetan antelope, known locally as 

chiru, a species living mainly in the northern parts of the Changthang Plateau in Tibet.  

◼ As they offer high levels of smoothness and warmth, 

Shahtoosh shawls is a highly expensive commodity. 

◼ However, when their population declined dramatically 

from commercial poaching, CITES (Convention on 

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild 

Fauna & Flora) listed the Tibetan antelope in 1979, 

leading to a ban on sale and trade of Shahtoosh shawls 

and scarves. 

◼ The chiru is the only genus of large mammals endemic 

to the Tibetan Plateau. 

◼ Despite its antelope- like appearance, the chiru is not related to antelopes or to gazelles but 

represents the last remnant of a group of ruminants that split off from the sheep, goat and goat 

antelope lineages during the Neogene period. 

◼ It was extremely abundant on the Tibetan plateau and surrounding high- elevation alpine steppes, 

but now it survives only in the extreme climate of Tibetan plateau. 
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