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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Ramappa Temple [Art & Culture: Heritage Sites] 

Article: A holistic heritage conservation plan (Page 7) 

Context:  

Last year, Ramappa temple near Warangal was given the UNESCO World Heritage site tag after 

India mounted a diplomatic offensive to ensure the coveted status for the 13th century temple. Two 

other sites — the Golconda stepwells and Domakonda Fort — in the State were winners in 

UNESCO’s Asia-Pacific awards for cultural heritage conservation in 2022. 

About Ramappa temple 

◼ Rudreshwara, popularly known as Ramappa Temple, is located in the village of Palampet 

approximately 200km north-east of Hyderabad, in the State of 

Telangana.  

◼ It is the main Shiva temple in a walled complex built during 

the Kakatiyan period (1123–1323 CE) under rulers Rudradeva 

and Recharla Rudra.  

◼ Construction of the sandstone temple began in 1213 CE and is 

believed to have continued over some 40 years.  

◼ The building features decorated beams and pillars of carved granite and dolerite with a distinctive 

and pyramidal Vimana (horizontally stepped tower) made of lightweight porous bricks, so-called 

‘floating bricks’, which reduced the weight of the roof structures.  

◼ The temple’s sculptures of high artistic quality illustrate regional dance customs and Kakatiyan 

culture.  

RamappaTemple is the only temple in India that is named after the architect; not that attempts were 

not made to name the temple after the chief deity, in this case, Lord Shiva. The temple is a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site and you can find it under the name Kakatiya Rudreshwara 

(Ramappa) Temple, a mix of both Shiva and Ramappa. 

 

2. Geoglyphs [Art & Culture: Pre-Historic Rock Art] 

Article: Ratnagiri’s pre-historic rock art: Why a proposed oil refinery has experts worried (The 

Indian Express, Dec 27) 

Context: 

Experts and conservationists have raised concerns over the proposed location for a mega oil refinery 

in Barsu village of Maharashtra’s Ratnagiri district. They claim that the refinery might damage 

prehistoric geoglyphs found in the area. 

About Geoglyphs 

◼ Geoglyphs are a form of prehistoric rock art, created on the surface of laterite plateaus (Sada in 

Marathi).  

◼ They are made by removing a part of the rock surface 

through an incision, picking, carving or abrading.  

◼ They can be in the form of rock paintings, etchings, cup 

marks and ring marks. 

◼ The UNESCO listing mentions “Konkan geoglyphs.”  

◼ However, elsewhere, the term petroglyph (literally, “rock 

symbol/character”) is also used.  

◼ As per the UNESCO listing, petroglyphs and geoglyphs share similarities as both require the skills 

of removing parts or engraving a symbol on the rock surface. 



 

Significance of Ratnagiri’s prehistoric rock art 

◼ Clusters of geoglyphs are spread across the Konkan coastline in Maharashtra and Goa, spanning 

around 900 km.  

◼ Porous laterite rock, which lends itself to such carving, is found on a large scale across the entire 

region. 

◼ Ratnagiri district has more than 1,500 pieces of such art, also called “Katal shilpa,” spread across 

70 sites.  

◼ UNESCO’s tentative world heritage list mentions seven sites with petroglyphs in Ratnagiri 

district — Ukshi, Jambharun, Kasheli, Rundhe Tali, Devihsol, Barsu and Devache Gothane, one 

in Sindhudurg district –Kudopi village, and nine sites at Phansamal in Goa. 

◼ According to UNESCO, “rock art in India is one of oldest material evidence of the country’s early 

human creativity.”  

◼ Ratnagiri’s rock art is evidence of the continued existence of human settlements from the 

Mesolithic (middle stone age) to the early historic era.  

◼ The geoglyphs also show the existence of certain types of fauna that are no longer present in the 

region today. 

• Ratnagiri’s prehistoric sites are among three Indian attractions that may soon become World 

Heritage Sites.  

• The other two include Jingkieng Jri, the living root bridge in Meghalaya, and Sri Veerabhadra 

Temple in Andhra Pradesh’s Lepakshi. 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

3. PRASAD Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual, Heritage Augmentation Drive 

(PRASHAD) [Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article: President inaugurates ‘PRASAD’ project to create a slew of facilities at Srisailam (Page 

5) 

Context:  

President Droupadi Murmu inaugurated the ‘PRASAD’ project at the tourism facilitation centre in 

the pilgrim town of Srisailam in Andhra Pradesh on Monday.  

About PRASHAD Scheme 

◼ The Government of India launched the PRASAD scheme in the year 2014-2015 under the 

Ministry of Tourism.  

◼ The name of the scheme was changed from PRASAD to “National Mission on Pilgrimage 

Rejuvenation and Spiritual Heritage Augmentation Drive (PRASHAD)” in October 2017. 

◼ This scheme focuses on developing and identifying pilgrimage sites across India for enriching the 

religious tourism experience.  

◼ It aims to integrate pilgrimage destinations in a prioritised, planned and sustainable manner to 

provide a complete religious tourism experience.  

◼ The growth of domestic tourism hugely depends on pilgrimage tourism.  

◼ The PRASAD scheme aims at paving the way for the development and promotion of religious 

tourism in India. 

◼ The projects identified under this scheme shall be implemented through the identified agencies 

by the respective State/ Union Territory Government. 



 

4. Scheme for Economic Empowerment of Denotified, Nomadic, Semi-nomadic (SEED) Tribes 

[Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article: Expedite classification of nomadic tribes in quota lists, panel tells Centre (Page 10) 

Context:  

The parliamentary panel on Social Justice and Empowerment has pulled up the Union government 

over the “very slow” process to categorise over 260 denotified, nomadic and semi-nomadic tribes 

under the SC/ST/OBC lists. Government officials have pointed out that this has delayed the approval 

of benefits under the SEED (Scheme for Economic Empowerment of DNTs) launched in February 

this year. 

About SEED Scheme 

◼ Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment has constituted a Board namely Development and 

Welfare Board for De- notified (DNT), Nomadic (NT) and Semi nomadic (SNT) 

communities (DWBDNCs) for development and welfare of De- notified, Nomadic, and Semi 

nomadic communities. 

◼ The Board has formulated a Scheme for Social Empowerment for DNTs. 

◼ The ministry is also implementing schemes for pre and post metric scholarships to DNT students. 

◼ The SEED scheme has one of the objectives to facilitate livelihood initiatives in community level 

to build up and strengthen small clusters of DNT/NT/SNT communities institutions. 

◼ The scheme will have four components with an approximate cost of Rs 200 crore to be spent 

over a period of 5 years from 2021-22 to 2025-26. 

◼ To provide coaching to appear in competitive examinations 

o The objective is to provide good coaching quality for DNT candidates to enable them to 

appear in competitive examinations/admission to professional courses like medicine, 

engineering, MBA, etc for obtaining an appropriate job in public/private sector.  

◼ To provide health insurance 

o  The primary objective of the scheme is to provide financial assistance to National Health 

Authority (NHA) in association with State Health Agencies (SHAs) for undertaking 

providing a health insurance cover of Rs 5 lakh per family per year to DNT/NT/SNT families 

as per norms of Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana. 

◼ To facilitate livelihoods initiative at community level to build and strengthen small clusters 

of institutions 

o It aims to provide financial assistance to National Rural Livelihood Mission (NRLM) for 

undertaking institution building in association with State Rural Livelihoods Mission (SRLM) 

of state governments/UTs at community level as a livelihood initiative to enhance 

productivity growth in key livelihood sectors for employment generation for DNT/NT/SNT 

communities through investments in institutional support, technical assistance.  

◼ To provide financial assistance for construction of houses 

o Considering the shortage of houses for DNTs, it has been proposed to earmark a separate 

outlay for PMAY to support specific importance in providing houses only for DNTs living 

in rural areas who have not taken benefits of the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana as SC, ST, 

OBC and are living below poverty line.  

DWBDNC & its Role 

◼ The commission report submitted in 2018 had recommended the setting of up a permanent 

commission for these communities.  



 

◼ But since most DNTs are covered under SC, ST or OBC, the government felt setting up a 

permanent commission, which would deal with redress of grievances, would be in conflict with 

the mandate of existing commissions for SCs (National Commission for Scheduled Castes), STs 

(National Commission for Scheduled Tribes) and OBCs (National Commission for Backward 

Classes).  

◼ The government therefore set up the DWBDNCs under the Societies Registration Act, 1860 under 

the aegis of Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment for the purpose of implementing welfare 

programmes. 

◼ The DWBDNC was constituted on February 21, 2019 under the chairmanship of Bhiku Ramji 

Idate.  

◼ Also, a committee has been set up by the NITI Aayog to complete the process of identification of 

the de-notified, nomadic and semi-nomadic communities (DNCs).  

◼ Ethnographic studies of DNCs are being conducted by the Anthropological Survey of India.  

Denotified, Nomadic, Semi-nomadic Tribes (DNT/NT/SNT) 

• The term 'De-notified Tribes stands for all those communities which were once notified under 

the Criminal Tribes Acts, enforced by the British Raj between 1871 and 1947. 

• These acts were repealed by the Independent Indian Govt in 1952 and these communities were 

"De-notified". 

• A few of these communities which were listed as "De-notified" were also nomadic. 

• Terms such as nomads and semi-nomads are applied to social groups who undertook a fairly 

frequent, usually seasonal physical movement as part of their livelihood strategy in the recent 

past. 

• The term semi- nomad is mostly used to describe those sections of nomads whose duration, 

distance and frequency of movement is comparatively less than others. 

• The distinction between nomads and semi-nomads do not involve distinguishable ethnic 

categories or social groups, it rather describes the degree of mobility practised by them. 

Status in India 

• It has been estimated that South Asia has the world's largest nomadic population. 

• In India, roughly 10% of the population is Denotified and Nomadic. 

• The Renke Commission (2008) was earlier commissioned to identify and list the DNT 

communities. 

o  It was headed by Balkrishna Sidram Renke and submitted its report in June 2008, in which 

it said, “It is an irony that these tribes somehow escaped the attention of our Constitution 

makers and thus got deprived of the Constitutional support unlike Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes.” 

• The govt in 2014 had constituted National Commission for Denotified, Nomadic and Semi- 

Nomadic Tribes (NCDNT) for a period of 3 years to prepare a state wise list of castes 

belonging to Denotified and Nomadic tribes and to suggest appropriate measures. 

o The commission submitted its report on January 8, 2018, identified 1,262 communities as 

de-notified, nomadic and semi-nomadic. 

• While a number of these tribes are categorised under SC, ST and OBC, many are not: The 

standing committee report in Parliament has cited a statement by the Secretary, Department of 

Social Justice and Empowerment, that 269 DNT communities are not covered under any 

reserved categories. 



 

o These communities are frequently left out because they are less visible and difficult to 

reach. 

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

5. Trademark [Economy: IPR] 

Article: What is the Delhi HC verdict on ‘Rooh Afza’ trademark? (Page 8) 

Context: 

On December 21, the Delhi High Court, in the case of Hamdard National Foundation (India) vs 

Sadar Laboratories Pvt. Ltd., restrained Sadar Laboratories from manufacturing and selling 

beverages under the impugned trademark ‘Dil Afza’. The court observed that the trademark ‘Rooh 

Afza’ is prima facie a strong mark requiring a high degree of protection as it has acquired immense 

goodwill. 

About Trademark 

◼ A trademark is a distinctive sign or indicator used by a business organisation to distinguish its 

products or services from those of other entities.  

◼ It serves as a badge of origin exclusively identifying a particular business as a source of goods or 

services.  

◼ Trademark infringement is the unauthorised usage of a sign that is identical or deceptively similar 

to a registered trademark. 

What is a strong trademark? 

◼ A mark is said to be strong when it is well-known and has acquired a high degree of goodwill.  

◼ The degree of the protection of any trademark changes with the strength of the mark; the stronger 

the mark, the higher the requirement to protect it.  

6. India’s Economy in 2023 [Economy: Monetary Policy, Inflation] 

Article: India’s economy in 2023: Hope, challenges, and a lot of uncertainty (The Indian Express, 

Dec 27) 

Context: 

Unlike most developed and emerging market economies that saw an extended run of high economic 

growth and subdued inflation before the pandemic hit, India entered the pandemic after eight 

successive quarters of declining growth and a flare-up in the inflation trajectory. So, the return to 

normal for India involves traversing a longer uphill trajectory, more so as the statistical base effect 

is now beginning to ebb. 

Growth forecasts 

◼ In its December ‘State of the Economy’ update, the Reserve Bank of India struck a sombre note, 

noting that the balance of risks is increasingly tilted towards “a darkening global outlook”, and 

emerging market economies (EMEs) appear to be “more vulnerable”, even though incoming data 

suggest that global inflation may have peaked. 

◼ The year 2022 witnessed the highest global inflation in 50 years, the most aggressive monetary 

tightening cycle in nearly 40 years, the strongest US dollar in 20 years, and the weakest Chinese 

growth in over 45 years. 

◼ Forecasts by the IMF suggest that global growth is projected to slow from 6% in 2021 to 3.2% in 

2022 and 2.7% in 2023 — the weakest growth profile since 2001, except for the global financial 

crisis and the acute phase of the pandemic. 



 

 

 

External situation 

◼ Global food, energy and other commodity prices may have eased moderately over the past few 

months, but inflation continues to stay high and broad-based.  

◼ Global inflation, according to the IMF, is forecast to decline from 8.8% in 2022 to 6.5% in 2023 

to 4.1% by 2024 — still high by most yardsticks. 

◼ A high wage growth of well over 6% is simply not compatible with the Fed’s 2% inflation target 

— which means that the American central bank is going to have to continue raising policy rates 

well beyond expected timelines. 

◼ An extended phase of rate hikes in the US could have a three-pronged impact: 

o The difference between interest rates in the US and countries such as India widens every time 

the Fed raises policy rates, thus making the latter less attractive for the currency carry trade; 

o Higher returns in US debt markets could trigger a churn in emerging market equities, 

tempering foreign investor enthusiasm; 

o Currency markets would be potentially impacted by the outflow of funds to the US; sustained 

rate hikes by the Fed would also mean a lower impetus to growth in the US, which could be 

bad news for global growth, especially when China is facing a new Covid outbreak. 

Prognosis 

◼ The near-term growth outlook for the Indian economy is supported by domestic drivers, some of 

which are reflected in the buoyant trends in high frequency indicators.  

◼ In November, equity markets touched new highs, buoyed by a rebound in portfolio flows to India. 

◼ Headline consumer-level inflation moderated by nearly a percentage point to 5.9% in November, 

driven by a fall in vegetables prices. 

◼ The twin balance sheet problem — of corporates having high levels of debt and banks saddled 

with bad loans on their books — looks to be on the mend.  

◼ There has been significant deleveraging over the last five years, with the corporate debt-to-GDP 

at its lowest in nearly a decade and a half, and bank books have shed much of the legacy bad 

loans. 

◼ Waning input cost pressures, surging corporate sales, and a turn-up in investments in fixed assets 

seem to be heralding the beginning of an upturn in the capex cycle, which could potentially 

contribute to a reboot of India’s growth momentum.  

◼ The PLI scheme is offering an impetus to manufacturing, although the gains are skewed in favour 

of larger companies. Fresh investments are expected in renewables, electric vehicles, and battery 

tech. 

◼ Bank credit has been growing in double digits for eight months now, reflecting in part an uptick 

in investment appetite. 

◼ The China-plus-one strategy being adopted by most multinational companies could be an 

opportunity, given that Beijing is vacating large amounts of space in low-skilled, unskilled labour 

intensive manufacturing such as textiles, shoes, leather, and ceramics, and India has a chance to 

fill part of this vacuum. 

◼ On a disaggregated basis, RBI data suggest that after a long gap of over two years, term-lending 

to non-corporates is seeing an uptick — a positive sign that seems to imply that smaller firms may 

be seeking funds beyond their immediate working capital needs. 



 

◼ The Centre had recorded robust collections in both direct taxes and GST, reflecting sustained 

recovery of the corporate sector; states too have shown some decline in their consolidated deficits 

and net market borrowings. 

◼ Agriculture has been a sustained driver for overall GDP growth, with the rabi outlook showing 

good prospects for wheat production with higher support prices, adequate reservoir levels, and 

climatic factors supporting higher acreage, according to the RBI. 

Challenges 

◼ The external environment continues to be fraught with risks.  

◼ The Ukraine war drags on, threatening an energy-linked downturn in the European Union, India’s 

biggest export market.  

◼ 2023 will see higher protectionism worldwide, greater fervour for de-globalisation, and more 

economic balkanisation: a worrying prospect for countries such as India that are keen to tap 

exports as a driver for growth.  

◼ Given that no country in the world has grown at over 7% for a decade without strong export 

growth, the protectionist mood around the world is a major dampener for emerging economies. 

◼ In India, manufacturing continues to be wobbly. Factory output, as measured by the Index of 

Industrial Production (IIP), slumped to a 26-month low in the festive month of October. Core 

sector growth for October was just 0.1%, the lowest for 20 months. That has led to a rapid 

downward revision of India’s growth projections by analysts for the next fiscal. 

◼ The anomaly of private consumption growing at over 9% even as manufacturing has shrunk by 

over 4% is worrying.  

◼ Capacity utilisation — the ratio of actual output to the potential output that can be produced under 

normal conditions — has shown a minor uptick but continues to hover around the 75% mark. 

Unless this goes up on a sustained basis, private investments are unlikely to pick up perceptibly. 

◼ There is continuing distress among the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) firms, 

reflecting the deep cleavages in industrial recovery where the bigger companies are doing far 

better than the smaller firms.  

◼ Given that MSMEs employ a sizable section of the labour force, their continuing financial stress 

points to the distress in the labour market, and a cascading impact on demand recovery. 

◼ Capital expenditure of the states has remained weak. Investments by states typically tend to have 

a higher multiplier effect. 

◼ Managing inflation expectations could be a challenge going forward, given that the RBI has been 

behind the curve on tackling prices, despite having hiked its benchmark lending rate by 225 basis 

points since May this year. 

 

 

 

 


