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GS 1: ART AND CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. The Census [Population & Associated Issues, GS2: Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article The delay in the decennial Census (Page 8) 

Context 

The decennial Census of 2021 has been pushed forward yet again and is unlikely to start till September 

2023, at least. The Additional Registrar General of India communicated to States on January 2, 

without specifying a reason, that the date of freezing of administrative boundaries has been extended 

till June 30. 

About The Census 

▪ Population Census is the total process of collecting, compiling, analyzing or otherwise 

disseminating demographic, economic and social data pertaining, at a specific time, of all persons 

in a country or a well-defined part of a country.  

▪ As such, the census provides snapshot of the country's population and housing at a given point of 

time. 

▪ The census provides information on size, distribution and socio-economic, demographic and other 

characteristics of the country's population.  

▪ The data collected through the census are used for administration, planning and policy making as 

well as management and evaluation of various programmes by the government, NGOs, researchers, 

commercial and private enterprises, etc.  

▪ Census data is also used for demarcation of constituencies and allocation of representation to 

parliament, State legislative Assemblies and the local bodies.  

▪ Researchers and demographers use census data to analyze growth and trends of population and 

make projections.  

▪ The first complete census of India was conducted in 1830 by Henry Walter. 

▪ In this census the statistics of the population with sex, broad age group, and the houses with their 

amenities were collected. 

▪ The first synchronous census was taken under British rule on February 17, 1881, by W.C. 

Plowden, Census Commissioner of India.  

▪ Since then, censuses have been undertaken uninterruptedly once every ten years. 

How is the Census conducted? 

▪ India’s first proper or synchronous Census, one which begins on the same day or year across 

regions of the country, was carried out in 1881 by the colonial administration and has since 

happened every 10 years, except the one that was supposed to be carried out in 2021. 

▪ The decennial census is carried out by lakhs of enumerators empanelled and trained by the 

government in two phases.  

▪ The first phase is the housing Census, where data on housing conditions, household amenities and 

assets possessed by households are collected and the second phase is where data on population, 

education, religion, economic activity, Scheduled Castes and Tribes etc are collected. 

▪ The Census is still conducted under the Census Act of 1948, which predates the Constitution.  

▪ Notably, the Act does not bind the government to conduct the Census on a particular date or to 

release its data in a notified period.  
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2. Cold Wave in parts of Northwest India [Geography: Climatology] 

Article What is a cold wave, why are parts of Northwest India shivering (The Indian Express, Jan 

10) 

Context 

Delhi and other parts of Northwest India have been reeling under a cold wave spell that set in last 

week. 

About Cold Wave 

▪ The IMD marks a cold wave in terms of minimum temperatures – when the minimum temperature 

in the plains is 4 degrees or less or when the minimum temperature is less than 10 degrees and 4.5 

to 6.4 degrees below the normal. 

▪ Light winds and high moisture near the land surface have been contributing to the formation of a 

blanket of fog over large swathes of the Indo Gangetic Plains in the morning.  

▪ On Monday, for instance, dense fog was recorded over parts of Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, 

Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. 

▪ Since there has not been any significant impact of western disturbances over the region, cold 

northwesterly winds have also been contributing to low temperatures.  

▪ Western disturbances, which are storms from the Mediterranean Region, are associated with a 

change in wind direction, bringing easterly winds to Northwest India.  

▪ With no major western disturbance affecting most parts of northwest India, the last time the region 

saw easterly winds was on December 29, Jenamani explained. 

Revise cold waves & heat waves from previous current affairs. 
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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

3. One Rank One Pension (OROP) [Govt Policies & Interventions] 

Article Centre told to comply with OROP order by March 15 (Page 10) 

Context 

The Supreme Court on Monday gave the Union government time till March 15 to comply with its 2022 

judgment upholding the One Rank, One Pension (OROP) scheme for the armed forces after the 

government said that it had already tabulated the pension for 25 lakh ex-service personnel. 

About One Rank One Pension (OROP) 

▪ The ‘one rank, one pension’ rule means that retired soldiers of the same rank and length of service 

will receive the same pension, regardless of when they retire. 

▪ As of now, the date of retirement determines the amount of pension.  

▪ With each Pay Commission coming up with its recommendations every 10 years, the military 

veterans who retire early, receive less pension as compared to those who retired later with the same 

rank and length of service. 

▪ Ex-servicemen had been demanding for OROP for almost four decades, and that request came 

through in 2018 when Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced the 'One Rank One Pension' 

scheme for ex-servicemen. 

▪ According to the scheme future enhancements in the rates of pension would be automatically 

passed on to the past pensioners.  

▪ This implies bridging the gap between the rate of pension of current and past pensioners at periodic 

intervals. 

4. Delegated Legislation [Polity: Parliament] 

Article SC demonetisation verdict: What is delegated legislation (The Indian Express, Jan 10) 

Context 

In upholding the Centre’s 2016 decision on demonetisation, one of the key questions to decide for the 

Supreme Court was whether Parliament gave excessive powers to the Centre under the law to 

demonetise currency. While the majority ruling upheld the validity of the delegated legislation, 

the dissenting verdict noted that excessive delegation of power is arbitrary. 

About Delegated Legislation 

▪ Parliament routinely delegates certain functions to authorities established by law since every aspect 

cannot be dealt with directly by the law makers themselves.  

▪ This delegation of powers is noted in statutes, which are commonly referred to as delegated 

legislations. 

▪ The delegated legislation would specify operational details, giving power to those executing the 

details.  

▪ Regulations and by-laws under legislations are classic examples of delegated legislation. 

▪ A 1973 Supreme Court ruling explains the concept as: “The practice of empowering the Executive 

to make subordinate legislation within a prescribed sphere has evolved out of practical necessity 

and pragmatic needs of a modern welfare State. At the same time it has to be borne in mind that 

our Constitution-makers have entrusted the power of legislation to the representatives of the 

people, so that the said power may be exercised not only in the name of the people but also by the 

people speaking through their representatives. The role against excessive delegation of legislative 

authority flows from and is a necessary postulate of the sovereignty of the people.” 
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Delegation of power in the demonetisation case 

▪ Section 26(2) of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934 essentially gives powers to the Centre to 

notify that a particular denomination of currency ceases to be legal tender. 

▪ The provision reads: “On recommendation of the Central Board the Central Government may, by 

notification in the Gazette of India, declare that, with effect from such date as may be specified in 

the notification, any series of bank notes of any denomination shall cease to be legal tender.” 

Why is excessive delegation power an issue? 

▪ A 1959 landmark ruling in Hamdard Dawakhana v Union of India, the Supreme Court had struck 

down delegation of powers on the grounds that it was vague. 

▪ “The question for decision then is, is the delegation constitutional in that the administrative 

authority has been supplied with proper guidance.  

▪ Parliament has established no criteria, no standards and has not prescribed any principle on which 

a particular disease or condition is to be specified in the Schedule.  

▪ It is not stated what facts or circumstances are to be taken into consideration to include a particular 

condition or disease,” the Court had said. 

▪ The Court applies the “policy and guideline” test to decide the constitutionality of the delegated 

legislation. 

5. Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) [Important Govt Agencies] 

Article 16 arrested, 34 kg contraband seized as NCB busts international drug trafficking 

syndicate (Page 10) 

Context 

An international drug trafficking syndicate has been unearthed with the arrest of 16 alleged members 

and seizure of over 34 kg of heroin and other narcotic substances during an operation spearheaded 

by the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB). 

About Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) 

▪ Narcotics Control Bureau or NCB, established in 1986  is an Indian Central Law Enforcement and 

Intelligence Agency under the Ministry of Home Affairs in the Government of India.  

▪ NCB was formed to implement the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985.  

▪ It also aims to fight any violation through the Prevention of Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs 

and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1988. 

▪ This law was also established to fulfil India's obligations under Single Convention on Narcotic 

Drugs, Convention on Psychotropic Substances and also United Nations Convention Against Illicit 

Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances.  

▪ This agency has been combating drug trafficking since its conception.  

▪ It also works against illegal substances under the provisions of the Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances Act.  

▪ Officers from Indian Revenue Services, Indian Police Service and Paramilitary forces work under 

NCB.  

▪ It's legal jurisdiction extends across the country.  

▪ NCB also finds representation on the Economics Intelligence Council.  

▪ NCB is affiliated with the Ministry of Home Affairs which in turn is responsible to administer the 

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act 1985.  

▪ NCB is out of the Right to Information Act under Section 24(1) of the RTI Act 2005.  
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6. Preliminary assessment as per the JJ Act [Polity: Important Acts] 

Article What the NCPCR draft guidelines say on assessing if minors can be tried as adults (The 

Indian Express, Jan 10) 

Context 

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has come up with draft guidelines 

on the preliminary assessment of whether certain minors are to be tried under law as adults in 

particular cases, under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act. 

About Preliminary assessment as per the JJ Act 

▪ Earlier, all children under the age of 18 were considered minors by the law, but through an 

amendment in 2015, a provision was added to the JJ Act for trying a child in conflict with the law 

as an adult.  

▪ Under this, a child in the age group of 16-18 years could be tried as an adult in case of heinous 

offences.  

▪ Section 15 (1) of the Act states that the Juvenile Justice Board shall conduct a preliminary 

assessment to determine whether to try such a child as an adult or a minor. 

▪ The Act directs that the Board shall consider the mental and physical capacity of the child for 

committing the alleged offence, the ability to understand the consequences of the offence, and the 

circumstances in which the offence was committed.  

▪ It states that the Board can take the assistance of experienced psychologists or psychosocial 

workers or other experts.  

▪ The Act also gives a disclaimer that the assessment is not a trial, but is only to assess the capacity 

of the child to commit and understand the consequences of the alleged offence. 

▪ After the assessment, the Board can pass an order saying there is a need to try the said child as an 

adult and transfer the case to a children’s court with the relevant jurisdiction.  

▪ If tried as a minor, the child could be sent to a special home for a maximum of three years.  

▪ If tried as an adult, the child can be sentenced to a jail term, except being sentenced to death or life 

imprisonment without the possibility of release. 

Why has the NCPCR come up with draft guidelines now? 

▪ On July 13, 2022, the Supreme Court while hearing a case related to the murder of a Class 2 student 

in Haryana, allegedly by a 16-year-old, said the task of preliminary assessment under the J J Act 

is a “delicate task”.  

▪ It said that the consequences of the assessment on whether the child is to be tried as an adult or a 

minor are “serious in nature and have a lasting effect for the entire life of the child”. 

▪ It said that the assessment requires expertise and directed that appropriate and specific guidelines 

be put in place.  

▪ It had left it open to the Central government and the National and State Commissions for the 

Protection of Child Rights to consider issuing the guidelines. 

▪ The NCPCR has framed guidelines which it describes the key procedures to conduct the 

preliminary assessment.  

▪ It said that while the course of assessment may differ from child to child, the guidelines are meant 

to frame essential components and the basic mechanisms to address any ambiguity. 
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Draft Guidelines 

The draft relying on already existing provisions in the Act says that the preliminary assessment has to 

determine four aspects: 

1. Physical capacity of the child: To determine the child’s ‘locomotor’ abilities and capacities, 

particularly with regard to gross motor functions such as walking, running, lifting, throwing…such 

abilities as would be required to engage in most antisocial activities. 

2. Mental capacity: To determine the child’s ability to make social decisions and judgments. It also 

directs assessments pertaining to mental health disorders, substance abuse, and life skills deficits. 

3. Circumstances in which the offence was allegedly committed: Psychosocial vulnerabilities of 

the child. This is to include life events, any trauma, abuse, and mental health problems, stating that 

the offence behaviour is a cumulative consequence of a lot of other circumstances. 

4. Ability to understand the consequences of the alleged offence: To determine the child’s 

knowledge or understanding of the alleged offence’s social, interpersonal and legal consequences. 

These include what others will say or perceive him, how it might affect his personal relationships 

and the knowledge of relevant laws, respectively. 

▪ It also states that the experts must be given an optimal opportunity to interact with the child to 

build a rapport. Experts can be from the field of child psychology and psychiatry.  

▪ Other reports that the Board is to rely on include the Social Investigation Report, Social 

Background Report an Individual Care Plan, statements of witnesses and interaction with parents, 

guardians, school staff, peer groups and neighbours. 

7. Central Water Commission (CWC) [Important Govt Bodies/Agencies] 

Article Many dams in India to lose 26% of storage capacity by 2050: UN (Page 8) 

Context 

3,700 The number of dams in India that will lose 26% of their total storage by 2050 due to 

accumulation of sediments which can undermine water security and power generation, according to 

the UN. The Central Water Commission said that among 141 dams, one quarter had lost at least 30% 

of their storage capacity. 

About Central Water Commission (CWC) 

▪ Central Water Commission is a premier Technical Organization of India in the field of Water 

Resources and is presently functioning as an attached office of the Ministry of Jal Shakti, 

Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation, Government of 

India.  

▪ The credit for the establishment of CWINC is attributed to Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, under whose able 

guidance the then Labour Department constituted the Commission. 

▪ The Commission is entrusted with the general responsibilities of initiating, coordinating and 

furthering in consultation of the State Governments concerned, schemes for control, conservation 

and utilization of water resources throughout the country, for purpose of Flood Control, Irrigation, 

Navigation, Drinking Water Supply and Water Power Development.  

▪ It also undertakes the investigations, construction and execution of any such schemes as required. 

▪ Central Water Commission CWC is headed by a Chairman, with the status of Ex-Officio Secretary 

to the Government of India.  

▪ The work of the Commission is divided among 3 wings namely, Designs and Research (D&R) 

Wing, River Management (RM) Wing and Water Planning and Projects (WP&P) Wing.  
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Important Roles 

▪ The Central Water Commission of India has the responsibility of initiation and coordination of 

schemes introduced by the Ministry of Jal Shakti. 

▪ They include schemes that are founded to conserve as well as control the water resource usage in 

the country and the States. 

▪ The schemes launched also help in the fields of flood management, irrigation activities, drinking 

water supply, hydroelectricity generation, etc. 

▪ The CWC will consult the state government and central government where required. 

Refer Central Groundwater Board 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

8. Declaring a disaster/calamity as National Calamity [Disaster Management] 

Article ‘Declare land subsidence a national calamity’ (Page 12) 

Context 

The Congress on Monday urged the Narendra Modi government to announce the land subsidence in 

Joshimath of Uttarakhand as a national calamity, declare the entire zone as a natural disaster zone 

and immediately stop all developmental projects. 

About Declaring a disaster/calamity as National Calamity 

▪ As per the Disaster Management Act, 2005, “disaster” means a catastrophe, mishap, calamity or 

grave occurrence in any area, arising from natural or man-made causes, or by accident or 

negligence which results in substantial loss of life or human suffering or damage to, and destruction 

of, property, or damage to, or degradation of, environment, and is of such a nature or magnitude 

as to be beyond the coping capacity of the community of the affected area. A natural disaster 

includes earthquake, flood, landslide, cyclone, tsunami, urban flood, heatwave; a man-made 

disaster can be nuclear, biological and chemical. 

▪ There is no provision, executive or legal, to declare a natural calamity as a national calamity. 

▪ Under the existing Scheme of State Disaster Response Fund / National Response Fund of the 

Ministry of Home Affairs, there is no provision to declare any disaster including flood as a National 

Calamity. 

▪ In March 2001, then MoS (Agriculture) Shripad Naik had told Parliament that the government had 

treated the 2001 Gujarat earthquake and the 1999 super cyclone in Odisha as “a calamity of 

unprecedented severity”. 

Previous Attempts 

▪ In 2001, the National Committee on Disaster Management under the chairmanship of the then 

Prime Minister was mandated to look into the parameters that should define a national calamity.  

▪ However, the committee did not suggest any fixed criterion.  

▪ In the recent past, there have been demands from states to declare certain events as natural disasters, 

such as the Uttarakhand flood in 2013, Cyclone Hudhud in Andhra Pradesh in 2014, and the Assam 

floods of 2015. 

▪ The 10th Finance Commission (1995-2000) examined a proposal that a disaster be termed “a 

national calamity of rarest severity” if it affects one-third of the population of a state.  

▪ The panel did not define a “calamity of rare severity” but stated that a calamity of rare severity 

would necessarily have to be adjudged on a case-to-case basis taking into account, inter-alia, the 

intensity and magnitude of the calamity, level of assistance needed, the capacity of the state to 



 
9 

tackle the problem, the alternatives and flexibility available within the plans to provide succour 

and relief, etc.  

▪ The flash floods in Uttarakhand and Cyclone Hudhud were later classified as calamities of “severe 

nature”. 

What happens if a calamity is so declared? 

▪ When a calamity is declared to be of “rare severity”/”severe nature”, support to the state 

government is provided at the national level.  

▪ The Centre also considers additional assistance from the NDRF.  

▪ A Calamity Relief Fund (CRF) is set up, with the corpus shared 3:1 between Centre and state.  

▪ When resources in the CRF are inadequate, additional assistance is considered from the National 

Calamity Contingency Fund (NCCF), funded 100% by the Centre.  

▪ Relief in repayment of loans or for grant of fresh loans to the persons affected on concessional 

terms, too, are considered once a calamity is declared “severe”. 

Other Countries 

• In the US, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) coordinates the government’s 

role in disaster management.  

• When an incident is of such severity and magnitude that effective response is beyond the 

capabilities of state and local governments, the Governor or Chief Executive of a tribe can 

request federal assistance under the Stafford Act.  

• In special cases, the US President may declare an emergency without a request from a Governor.  

• The Stafford Act authorises the President to provide financial and other assistance to local and 

state governments, certain private nonprofit organisations, and individuals following declaration 

as a Stafford Act Emergency (limited) or Major Disaster (more severe). 
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