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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. PM Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) scheme [Govt Policies & 

Initiatives] 

Article: Hope new councillors will put an end to our harassment, say street vendors (Page 2) 

About PM Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) scheme 

✓ The PM Street Vendor’s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi (PM SVANidhi) was launched by the Ministry of 

Housing and Urban Affairs on June 01, 2020 for providing affordable Working Capital loan to 

street vendors to resume their livelihoodsthat have been adversely affected due to Covid-19 

lockdown. 

✓ The duration of the scheme initially was until March 2022.  

✓ It has been extended till December 2024, with focus on enhanced collateral free affordable loan 

corpus, increased adoption of digital transactions and holistic socio-economic development of the 

Street Vendors and their families.  

Target beneficiaries 

✓ This scheme targets to benefit over 50 lakh Street Vendors. 

✓ A vendor, according to the scheme guidelines is any person engaged in vending of articles, goods, 

wares, food items or merchandise of daily use or offering services to the public in a street, 

footpath, pavement etc., from a temporary built up structure or by moving from place to place.  

✓ The goods supplied by them include vegetables, fruits, ready-to-eat street food, tea, pakodas, 

breads, eggs, textile, apparel, artisan products, books/ stationary etc. and the services include 

barber shops, cobblers, pan shops, laundry services etc.  

Scheme Benefits  

✓ Vendors can avail a working capital loan of up to Rs. 10,000, which is repayable in monthly 

instalments in the tenure of one year. 

✓ On timely/ early repayment of the loan, an interest subsidy @ 7% per annum will be credited to 

the bank accounts of beneficiaries through Direct Benefit Transfer on quarterly basis. 

✓ There will be no penalty on early repayment of loan. 

✓ The scheme promotes digital transactions through cash back incentives up to an amount of Rs. 

100 per month. 

✓ The vendors can avail the facility of escalation of the credit limit on timely/ early repayment of 

loan. 

Implementation agency: Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI)  

 

2. Electoral Bond [Polity: Elections] 

Article: A week more of electoral bond sales from tomorrow (Front Page) 

Context:  

The government has opened yet another week-long window for electoral bond sales, starting 

December 5, less than a month after it amended the Electoral Bond Scheme to enable an additional 

fortnight of sales in years when States and Union Territories have polls. 

About Electoral Bond 

✓ The Electoral Bond Scheme was introduced in January 2018 as an alternative to cash donations 

‘to cleanse the system of political funding in the country’. 

✓ The scheme allows donors to fund the poll campaigns of political parties of their choice by 

purchasing bonds through specified bank branches. 



 

✓ The scheme originally envisaged making such bonds available for a period of 10 days each in 

January, April, July and October, with an additional 30-day period to be specified by the Central 

Government in the year of the general election. 

✓ Only those political parties that are registered under Section 29A of the Representation of 

the People Act, 1951 and which secured not less than 1% of votes polled in the last general 

election or State Assembly election, are eligible to receive electoral bonds. 

Revise Previous Current Affairs about Electoral Bonds. 

3. Red Corner Notice [IR & Polity: Law Enforcement Agencies] 

Article: Gangster Brar, wanted for Moosewala killing, held in U.S., says Punjab CM (Front Page) 

Context: 

Sidhu Moosewala was shot dead at Punjab’s Jahawarke village in Mansa district on May 29, a day 

after his security cover was trimmed. Goldy Brar, a member of the ‘Lawrence Bishnoi gang’, had 

claimed the responsibility for the daylight killing.  

After this, a Red Corner notice, which allows the arrest and detention of a fugitive abroad, was issued 

against Satinderjeet Singh, alias Goldy Brar, the Canada-based gangster. 

About Red Corner Notice 

✓ It is an international document against wanted persons, requesting law enforcement agencies 

around the world to locate and temporarily detain a suspect until their extradition, surrender, or 

other legal action. 

✓ It is not an international arrest warrant. 

What does a Red Corner Notice contain? 

✓ There are primarily two types of information in a Red Corner Notice: 

✓ Information to identify the wanted person, such as their name, date of birth, nationality, 

photographs, etc. 

✓ Information about the crime that they are wanted for.  

✓ These crimes typically include murder, rape, child abuse or armed robbery, according to the 

Interpol’s website. 

Steps that are taken before issuing a Red Corner Notice 

✓ A specialised task force reviews every Red Corner Notice request to ensure its compliance with 

the Interpol’s rules.  

✓ The team considers the information available at the time of publication. 

✓ In case new and relevant information is brought to the notice of the General Secretariat, the task 

force re-examines the case. 

Significance of a Red Corner Notice 

✓ Red Corner Notices help in alerting police worldwide about international wanted fugitives.  

✓ They can thus help expedite extradition process and support the justice system. 

✓ Notably, the subjects of a Red Corner Notice are wanted by a member country or an international 

tribunal, not the Interpol.  

✓ Each member country is free to decide the degree of legal value it wants to give to the Red Notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Other Interpol notices 

✓ Interpol issues eight different types of international notices, most of them colour-coded. 

Red Notice It is issued to seek the location and arrest of wanted persons for prosecution 

or sentencing. 

Yellow Notice To help locate missing persons or to help identify persons who are unable to 

identify themselves.   

Blue Notice  To collect additional information about a person’s identity, location, or 

activities in connection with a crime. 

Black Notice  To seek information on unidentified bodies. 

Green Notice To issue warning about a person’s criminal activities, in case the person is 

considered a possible threat to public safety.   

Orange Notice To warn about an event, a person, an object, or a process that poses a serious 

and imminent threat to public safety.   

Purple Notice To collect or provide information on modus operandi, objects, devices, and 

concealment methods used by criminals. 

 

Interpol 

▪ Interpol, or International Criminal Police Organisation, is an inter-governmental body with 194 

member countries.  

▪ It is headquartered in Lyon, France, and has offices in several countries around the world.  

▪ Founded in 1923, it facilitates global police cooperation to fight international crime. 

 

4. India’s ‘Look East’ and ‘Act East’ policies [IR: India’s Foreign Policy] 

Article: Connecting India’s East with the Indo-Pacific (Page 6, Editorial) 

About India’s ‘Look East’ and ‘Act East’ policies 

✓ India’s ‘Act East’ policy is a diplomatic initiative to promote economic, strategic and cultural 

relations with the vast Asia-Pacific region at different levels.  

✓ The country’s eastward drive since 1992 has underscored the importance of this region in its 

contemporary international relations.  

✓ ‘Act  East’  and its early avatar, ‘Look East’ are not different; rather, they are two sides of the 

same coin, representing two different, but continuing phases in the evolution of India’s policy 

towards the Asia-Pacific region.  

✓ When India launched the Look East policy in 1991, its own economic strength,  its global status 

and the external environment were not what they are at present.  

✓ At the time of its launch, India was struggling to transition from a state-controlled economic 

regime to a more liberalised one.  

✓ It took many years for the country to get adjusted to the newly emerging economic environment.  

✓ When in 2014, Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the Act East policy, India’s economy 

was relatively robust and its global profile was higher than it was in the decades prior.  

✓ Modi govt gave a new thrust  to intensify economic, strategic and diplomatic relations with 

countries that share common concerns with India on China’s growing economic and military 

strength  and its implications for the evolving regional order. 



 

✓ As the Cold War thawed, India began adopting a multi-dimensional foreign policy that facilitated 

closer economic and strategic engagements with the 

United States (US).  

✓ Their relations steadily warmed, leading eventually to 

the signing of the historic civil nuclear cooperation 

agreement in 2008. 

✓ The launch in 1992 of the Look East policy was India’s 

response to the new challenges it faced in the region 

after the collapse of the Cold War structures.  

✓ Although India’s relations particularly with Southeast  Asian countries were old and historical, 

this advantage was not considered in the calculation of India’s policies towards the region. 

✓ In the  post-Cold War period, there  was a strong  rationale for India to cultivate closer relations 

with the countries of the region for mutual benefit.  

✓ While the  initial motive  was predominantly economic, Look East soon acquired strategic 

dimensions too.  

✓ Over a period of time, as India forged partnerships  with several countries  in the region, their 

relations rested on three major pillars: Elaborate institutional mechanisms; economic interests 

including infrastructure development and connectivity; and common strategic interests. 

Shared strategic interests 

✓ The Look East policy was first intended as an economic strategy to boost India’s trade and 

investment relations with the Southeast Asian region.  

✓ Over the years, it not only expanded its geographical reach to include Japan, South Korea and 

Australia, but has also assumed significant strategic and political dimensions.  

✓ With Modi’s adoption of the Act East policy, the strategic factor has assumed greater salience.  

✓ India has now forged strategic partnerships with Indonesia, Vietnam, Malaysia, Japan, South 

Korea and Australia.  

✓ In addition, it has also established close links with countries of the BIMSTEC group of countries 

and the IOR. 

✓ Prime Minister  Modi has described India’s  vision in the  region in one word, SAGAR which 

stands  for Security and Growth for All in the Region.  

✓ India’s  strategic interests  in  the region are many.  

✓ First and foremost, India is concerned about the strategic uncertainties in the region following the 

decline of US influence and the rapid rise of China.  

✓ India, therefore, is interested in contributing along with other like-minded countries  to the 

evolving new regional order which should be open, rules-based, and free from the influence of 

any single hegemon.  

✓ Second, as a country dependent on sea-borne trade for its sustenance,  it recognises the inherent 

rights of all countries to freedom of navigation, overflight, and unimpeded commerce in open 

seas.  

✓ Maritime security is an important aspect of India’s Act East policy. 

✓ Third, India also believes that no country should use force as a means of settling disputes.   

✓ Fourth,  India’s  Act  East policy supports connectivity programmes for promoting regional 

cooperation and integration.  

✓ Unlike the Look East Policy, the present Act East lays great emphasis on the connectivity 

programmes that link India’s Northeast region with ASEAN countries.  



 

✓ India’s Act East policy has a strong synergy with Japan’s Free and Open Indo-Pacific and South 

Korea’s New Southern Policy.  

✓ All three recognise the centrality of the ASEAN region and their economic and strategic interests 

converge in the Indo-Pacific and provide a great opportunity for mutual cooperation. 

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

5. Samruddhi Corridor [Growth & Development: Infrastructure] 

Article: PM to open first phase of Samruddhi corridor (Page 5) 

Context: 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will inaugurate the first phase of the 701-km ‘Hindu Hrudayasamrat 

Balasaheb Thackeray Maharashtra Samruddhi Mahamarg’ on December 11. The Expressway will 

reduce the time taken to 839-km distance between Nagpur and Mumbai, to seven hours. This currently 

takes at least 17 hours. 

About Samruddhi Corridor 

✓ The Samruddhi Mahamarg or Nagpur-Mumbai Super Communication Expressway is an under-

construction 6-lane wide, 701-km long access-controlled expressway in Maharashtra, India. 

✓ The Expressway will reduce the time taken to 839-km distance between Nagpur and Mumbai, to 

seven hours. 

✓ This six-lane access-controlled road, designed for a top speed of 150 kmph, is the second 

expressway in the State after the Mumbai-Pune Expressway. 

✓ The Expressway will have direct links to the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway and Jawaharlal Nehru 

Port Trust in Navi Mumbai, which will facilitate rapid transportation of goods, agricultural 

products and other resources from Maharashtra to various markets across the country and abroad 

as well. 

✓ The Samruddhi corridor is expected to directly impact about 36% of the State’s population, and 

will be the country’s most extensive ‘greenfield’ route alignment with 23.65 lakh saplings and 

over 11 lakh trees on both sides. 

6. Vizhinjam Port [Sea Ports] 

Article: Efforts launched to broker peace in Vizhinjam port area (Page 6) 

About Vizhinjam Port 

✓ The Vizhinjam International Deepwater Multipurpose Seaport, also known as the Vizhinjam Port 

is an under-construction port on the Arabian Sea coast at city of Trivandrum. 

✓ It is designed primarily to cater container transhipment besides multi-purpose and break bulk 

cargo.  

✓ The port is being currently developed in landlord model with a Public Private Partnership 

component on a design, build, finance, operate and transfer (“DBFOT”) basis.  

Major Seaports in India 

✓ There are 13 major seaports in India, there are more than 180 minor ports that handle a huge 

volume of traffic.  

✓ One of the largest natural ports in India is the Mumbai Port Trust (formerly known as Bombay 

Port Trust). 

 



 

Seaports States Major export 

Kochi Port Kerala Tea, Coffee, Spices, etc 

Ennore Port Tamil Nadu Iron ore, petroleum, coal, and chemicals 

Haldia port West Bengal Jute, steel, iron ore, etc 

Kolkata Port West Bengal Iron ore, tea, coal, steel, etc 

Kandla Port Gujarat Textile, manganese, machinery, leather, chemical 

products, etc 

Mangalore Port Karnataka Iron ore 

Mumbai Port Maharashtra Textile, manganese, machinery, leather, chemical 

products, etc 

Jawaharlal Nehru port Maharashtra Textile, chemicals, pharmaceuticals 

Paradip Port Odisha Iron ore, iron, and aluminium 

Tuticorin Port Tamil Nadu Salt, fertilizer, petroleum, coal, etc 

Vishakhapatnam Port Andhra Pradesh Coal, alumina, oil, and coals 

Chennai port Tamil Nadu Rice, textile, leather, goods, etc 

 

7. Megaconstellations [Technology: Space] 

Article: Megaconstellations to soon face regulations in the U.S. (Page 11) 

Context: 

About Megaconstellations 

✓ Mega-constellations are systems utilising hundreds to tens of thousands of satellites in Low Earth 

Orbit (LEO) to deliver low latency broadband data services anywhere on the planet.  

✓ Mega-constellation satellites occupy orbits between 400 and 1200km and in order to be 

economically viable, are typically as small and low cost as they can be, whilst still able to deliver 

their services. 

✓ Application areas range from low latency services for banking, to delivering internet access to 

remote areas, as well as services to aircraft, ships and potentially military users. 

✓ Mega-constellations are also being used in a number of ways to support military missions. 

✓ There are a number of key technologies powering the mega-constellation age; advances in 

signal processing on board satellites, advances in antenna technology and the emergence of 

commoditised, high bandwidth optical Inter Satellite Links (ISL). 

8. B-21 Raider [Defence Technology] 

Article: B-21 Raider, Pentagon’s new stealth bomber, debuted after 30 years (Page 11) 

Context: 

America’s newest nuclear stealth bomber is making its public debut after years of secret development 

and as part of the Pentagon’s answer to rising concerns over a 

future conflict with China.  

About B-21 Raider 

✓ The US Air Force has unveiled its newest nuclear stealth 

bomber, the B-21, which will gradually replace aircraft first 

flown in the Cold War. 

✓ The Northrop Grumman B-21 Raider is an American strategic 

bomber under development for the United States Air Force by Northrop Grumman. 

✓ The B-21 Raider is the first new American bomber aircraft in more than 30 years.  



 

9. Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FDG) [Environmental Pollution & Degradation] 

Article: ‘West Bengal power plants failed to curb sulphur emissions’ (Page 5) 

Context: 

Not a single coal-based thermal power plant in West Bengal has installed flue gas desulphurisation 

(FDG), a technology to eliminate sulphur compounds from exhaust emissions, a study has found. 

About Flue Gas Desulphurisation (FDG) 

✓ Flue gas desulfurization (FGD) is a set of technologies used to remove sulfur dioxide (SO2) from 

flue gases produced from industrial combustion at petrol refineries, chemical manufacturing 

industries, mineral ore processing plants, and power stations to name a few. 

✓ The removal of sulfur dioxide is critical to establishing a safe and clean environment where toxic 

emissions are kept to a safe low. 

✓ Fossil fuels such as coal and oil often contain high amounts of sulfur, and when these fuels are 

burned around 95% or more of the sulfur is converted to sulfur dioxide (SO2) which is emitted as 

flue gas. 

✓ The main source of sulfur dioxide in the air is a result of industrial activity that processes or uses 

materials that contain sulfur. 

✓ Flue gas desulfurization systems (FGD) or scrubbers are devices capable of sulfur removal 

efficiencies between 50% to 98%. 

✓ They are used in coal-and-oil fired combustion units including utility and industrial boilers, 

municipal and medical waste incinerators, petroleum refineries, cement and lime kilns, metal 

smelters, and sulphuric acid plants. 

10. Elephant Population in India [Different Species in News] 

Article:  Are rhino and elephant conservation efforts a success? (Page 12) 

About Elephant Population in India 

✓ India is home to nearly 60% Asian elephants and the last count of the species in 2017 had put the 

number at 29,964.  

✓ While the number of elephants in India has increased in the past few years, the species is listed as 

‘Endangered’ on the IUCN Red List of threatened species and Schedule I of The Wildlife 

Protection Act.  

Challenges  

✓ The largest land-dwelling mammal is under continuous threat of poaching and conflict with 

humans.  

✓ While incidents of poaching for ivory have come down, human-elephant conflict has been 

increasing.  

✓ On an average, about 500 humans and 100 elephants are killed every year across the country in 

such confrontations.  

✓ The elephant population is not evenly distributed in the country.  

✓ The south Indian States of Karnataka, Kerala, Andhra Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu are home to 

nearly 44% of India’s elephant population.  

✓ Fragmentation of elephant habitats and construction of linear (railways and roads) and power 

infrastructure have led to many elephant deaths.  

✓ The change of land use, particularly bringing erstwhile forested areas under agriculture, has 

aggravated the conflict.  

✓ The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change launched Project Elephant in 1992 to 

ensure the long-term survival of elephants in their natural habitats.  



 

✓ The number of elephant reserves in India is 32 with the latest addition being the Agasthyamalai 

Elephant Reserve in 2022.  

✓ Elephant corridors, linear narrow habitat linkages which allow elephants to move between 

secure habitats are crucial for conservation.  

✓ So far, about 101 elephant corridors have been identified in the country which need to be secured 

for conservation of elephants. 

 


