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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Travancore Temple Entry Proclamation of 1936 [Modern India] 

Article: The legal hurdles in ‘freeing’ Hindu temples (Page 7) 

About Travancore Temple Entry Proclamation of 1936 

◼ November 12, 1936, then Travancore king Chithira Thirunal made a public declaration that 

sent waves of shock and hope simultaneously.  

◼ The declaration was historical, and Kerala was awake into the new morning as if the sun rose at 

midnight.  

◼ It gave the suppressed people wings to fly, and we could shorten the declaration like this “No one 

should be denied the peace and calmness of the Hindu religion due to his or her birth. Therefore, 

from today, everybody is free to enter any temple under the government” (declaration from Sri 

Chithira Thirunal Ravivarma to be published on November 12, 1936) 

◼ Early interventions of the Dravidian movement ensured that people belonging to backward classes 

were given the right to walk on the roads adjoining the Shiva temple in Vaikom and resulted in 

the promulgation of the Travancore Temple Entry Proclamation of 1936.  

◼ In the subsequent decades, Kerala and Tamil Nadu, especially, have seen significant reforms 

within Hindu temples that have culminated in the appointment of persons belonging to backward 

classes as archakas (priests) through government action. 

2. Bomb Cyclone [Geography: Important Geophysical phenomena] 

Article: U.S. digs out from monster storm as death toll passes 50 (Page 13) 

Context: 

The monster storm that killed dozens in the United States over the Christmas weekend continued to 

inflict misery on New York state and air travellers nationwide on Tuesday, as stories emerged of 

families trapped for days during the “blizzard of the century.” 

About Bomb Cyclone 

◼ A bomb cyclone, also known as explosive 

cyclogenesis, is the rapid deepening of an extratropical 

cyclonic low-pressure area.  

◼ The change in pressure needed to classify something 

as explosive cyclogenesis is latitude-dependent.  

◼ This process is the extratropical equivalent of tropical 

rapid deepening.  

◼ Even though only a minority of the bombs have become so strong, some weaker ones have also 

caused significant damage. 

◼ Storms can form when a mass of low-pressure air meets a high-pressure mass.  

◼ The air flows from high pressure to low, creating winds.  

◼ What defines a bomb cyclone is how rapidly the pressure drops in the low-pressure mass — by 

at least 24 millibars in 24 hours.  

◼ This quickly increases the pressure difference, or gradient, between the two air masses, making 

the winds stronger.  

◼ This process of rapid intensification has a name: bombogenesis. 

◼ As the winds blow, the rotation of the Earth creates a cyclonic effect.  

◼ The direction is counter clockwise in the Northern Hemisphere (when viewed from above). 

 



 

 

3. Indian National Congress (INC) [Modern India] 

Article: On Congress Foundation Day, a brief history of the INC (The Indian Express, Dec 29) 

Context: 

The Indian National Congress (INC), India’s largest opposition party, marked its 138th foundation 

day on December 28. Recently elected party president Mallikarjun Kharge addressed party workers 

at the All India Congress Committee headquarters in New Delhi. 

Foundation of the Congress 

◼ The English bureaucrat Allan Octavian Hume or AO Hume is 

credited as the founder of the organisation.  

◼ On December 28, 1885, 72 social reformers, journalists and 

lawyers congregated for the first session of the INC at Gokuldas 

Tejpal Sanskrit College, Bombay. 

◼ At that point, the aim of this group was not to demand 

independence from the ongoing colonial rule but to influence the 

policies of the British government in favour of Indians.  

◼ Its objective is often described as providing a “safety valve” as 

the time, through which Indians could air out their grievances and 

frustration. 

Transformation towards the demand for independence 

◼ Over the next few years, the party’s work continued, to shift the colonial administrators’ attitudes 

and policies on the rights and powers allowed to Indians.  

◼ However, Hume and the party were also criticised, by the British for attempting to change the 

existing systems that favoured them and by some Indians for not achieving significant results, 

initially.  

◼ Hume left India around the end of the 19th Century. 

◼ The party largely consisted of educated, upper-class people who were likely to have studied 

abroad.  

◼ But with time, this grouping became more diverse, as the organisation began setting up provincial 

organisations. 

◼ At its Eleventh Session in 1895, there was an increase in the number of delegates from 1,163 the 

previous year to 1,584.  

◼ The members frequently protested issues of British colonialism, such as the Bengal famine and 

the drain of wealth from India.  

◼ However, these protests were at this point usually limited to prayers and petitions, including 

writing letters to the authorities.  

◼ As the British rule continued, there grew differences in what the party’s functioning should be 

like. 

Splits and reconvening 

◼ One of the biggest strengths of the party, which helped it appeal to a broad section of Indian 

society, was having members who held different ideological positions.  

◼ In Surat in 1906, the divisions between the ‘moderates’ led by Gopal Krishna Gokhale and 

Surendranath Banerjea, and the ‘extremists’ led by Bal Gangadhar Tilak came to the fore 

and there was a split.  



 

◼ While Tilak and Lala Lajpat Rai wanted the Congress to boycott the visit of the Prince of Wales 

in protest against the Bengal Partition a year prior, the moderates opposed any such move. 

◼ But by 1915, the Bombay session saw these two groups coming together again as one.  

◼ The pattern of splits and eventual cohesion continued well after Indian independence, even after 

the party came to completely dominate successive general elections under Prime Minister 

Jawaharlal Nehru. 

◼ In the late 1960s, under PM Indira Gandhi, there was a power struggle.  

◼ There was disagreement over the economic policies that were to be followed by the government, 

with Gandhi leaning strongly towards socialism, unlike senior leader Morarji Desai. 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

4. Sushasan Saptah [Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article: Grievances addressed during the second ‘Sushasan Saptah’ (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context:  

53.8 In lakh, the number of public grievances redressed during the recently concluded good 

governance week, the Union government informed. The government celebrated the second ‘Sushasan 

Saptah’ between December 19 and 25. 

About Sushasan Saptah 

◼ Department of Administrative Reforms and Public Grievances, Ministry of Personnel, Public 

Grievances & Pensions , Government of India celebrates the Good Governance Week  during the 

19-25 December every year. 

◼ In 2014, the Government of India paid tribute to the former Prime Minister of India, Shri Atal 

Bihari Vajpayee Vajpayee, by declaring his birthday (December 25) as ‘Good Governance Day’ 

- Susasan Divas. 

◼ The decision to celebrate Good Governance Week (Sushasan Saptah) was taken by the 

government in the year of Amrit Mahotsav (75th Year of Independence) ie. 2021.  

◼ The concept of good governance was to be passed through the districts to the villages and the 

whole system was to be introduced to the concept of ‘good governance’. 

◼ During the week long celebrations, various activities are taken up to demonstrate the government's 

commitment towards providing transparent, effective and accountable governance to the people 

of this country. 

About Good Governance Week 2022 

◼ The Second Sushasan Saptah to be celebrated during 19th - 25th December, 2022, aims at 

furthering Good Governance at every level in India. 

◼ As part of the celebrations, a 5-day “Prashasan Gaon ki Ore campaign” is to be organised from 

19th December 2022. 

◼ The Nation-wide campaign for Redressal of Public Grievances and Improving Service Delivery 

will be held in all Districts, States and Union Territories of India.  

◼ Over 700 District Collectors will be participating in the Campaign and officials will be visiting 

Tehsils and Panchayat Samiti Headquarters. 

 

 

 



 

 

5. Jan Vishwas Bill, 2022 [Polity: Bills/Acts in News] 

Article: A failed attempt at decriminalisation (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context:  

Last week, the Union Government tabled the Jan Vishwas Bill, 2022, (Bill) in the Parliament with the 

objective of “decriminalising” 183 offences across 42 legislations and enhancing the ease of living 

and doing business in India. It is a welcome move and can be viewed as an attempt to reverse the 

trend of overcriminalisation. However, there is much that needs to be done in order to institutionalise 

efforts aimed at decriminalisation. 

Consequences of overcriminalisation 

◼ An unprincipled growth of criminal law has long been a cause of concern for scholars of law.  

◼ Such growth is evident from the fact that criminal law is frequently used as a political tool; the 

act of criminalisation often becomes a medium for governments to put across a strong image as 

opposed to punishing wrongful conduct. Governments offer little in the way of justifications to 

support such decisions.  

◼ This phenomenon has been termed “overcriminalisation” by scholars. 

◼ As per the National Judicial Data Grid, of the 4.3 crore pending cases, nearly 3.2 crore cases are 

in relation to criminal proceedings.  

◼ Similarly, the rise in the prison population is also proof of overcriminalisation.  

◼ As per the National Crime Records Bureau’s Prison Statistics of 2021, a total of 5.54 lakh 

prisoners were confined in prisons against a capacity of 4.25 lakh. 

Scope of the Bill 

◼ The Jan Vishwas Bill either omits penal provisions or replaces them with fines in legislations 

such as the Air Act, Environment Protection Act, Forest Act, Drugs and Cosmetics Acts, 

Cinematograph Act, Patents Act, Trade Marks Act and Information Technology Act amongst 

several others.  

◼ These are primarily offences which are regulatory in nature.  

◼ By and large, an examination of the provisions of the Bill reveals that stress has been on the 

replacement of imprisonment clauses with fines.  

◼ This can hardly be termed as ‘decriminalisation’.  

◼ There is much that is required for the efforts aimed at decriminalisation to fructify in any 

meaningful way. 

◼ Firstly, the Bill undertakes what we may refer to as ‘quasi-decriminalisation.’  

◼ While the purpose of a tax is primarily regulatory in nature, a fine carries with it an element of 

censure and stigma.  

◼ This functional distinction, is increasingly being diluted under our legislative frameworks which 

frequently deploy these elements of censure and stigma to regulatory domains. 

◼ Secondly, the Observer Research Foundation’s report titled Jailed for Doing Business found that 

there are more than 26,134 imprisonment clauses in a total of 843 economic legislations, rules 

and regulations which seek to regulate businesses and economic activities in India.  

◼ In this light, the number of offences deregulated under the Bill seems to be a mere drop in India’s 

regulatory framework. 

◼ Thirdly, the regulatory offences to be considered for ‘decriminalisation’ need to be prioritised not 

only from the point of view of the ease of doing business, but also from the points of view of the 

ills that plague our criminal justice system itself. 



 

◼ Lastly, the Bill conforms to the understanding of the government that decriminalisation should be 

limited to regulatory domains.  

◼ However, the time is now ripe to shift focus to existing penal offences as well.  

◼ Debates are ongoing about the decriminalisation of several penal offences such as sedition, 

offences under NDPS Act & UAPA Acts, triple talaq and anti-conversion laws etc.  

◼ There is an urgent need to assess these offences on a principled basis. 

The way ahead 

◼ The intent of the Bill is merely to ensure that imprisonment is replaced with fines for as many 

offences as possible.  

◼ The extent to which it succeeds in ‘decriminalising’ offences, however, is questionable.  

◼ If these faults are to be rectified, it is pertinent that a more comprehensive exercise is undertaken 

and that the government prioritises the needs and requirements of the criminal justice system. 

6. National Health Policy, 2017 Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article: What is the proposal to ban the sale of single cigarettes? (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context: 

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health and Family Welfare, in its latest report about 

cancer management, prevention and diagnosis, recommended that the government institute a ban on 

the sale of single sticks of cigarettes. It also recommended that the government increase taxes on all 

tobacco products and utilise the acquired revenue for cancer prevention and awareness. 

About the proposals 

◼ Broadly, the measures aim to curb consumption as well as the accessibility of tobacco products.  

◼ The report cites the National Health Policy’s (2017) endeavour for a relative reduction in current 

tobacco use by 30% by 2025 and says it is imperative that the government take effective measures 

to contain the sale of tobacco products.  

◼ To this effect, it recommends that the government prohibit the sale of single sticks of cigarettes 

and suggests the abolition of all designated smoking areas in airports, hotels, and restaurants in 

addition to encouraging a smoke-free policy in organisations.  

◼ The Committee also found that India has the lowest prices for tobacco products and thus, it must 

look to increase taxes on them. 

◼ These measures flow from the observation that oral cancer accounts for the highest proportion of 

cancer cases in the country.  

◼ Additionally, the committee also sought a ban on gutka and pan masala alongside a prohibition 

on their direct and indirect advertisement.  

◼ This is based on the observation that, in India, more than 80% of tobacco consumption is in the 

form of chewing tobacco, aggressively marketed as a mouth freshener. 

About National Health Policy, 2017 

◼ The National Health Policy, 2017 (NHP, 2017) seeks to reach everyone in a comprehensive 

integrated way to move towards wellness.   

◼ It aims at achieving universal health coverage and delivering quality health care services to all at 

affordable cost. 

◼ The policy envisages as its goal the attainment of the highest possible level of health and well-

being for all at all ages, through a preventive and promotive health care orientation in all 

developmental policies, and universal access to good quality health care services without anyone 

having to face financial hardship as a consequence.  



 

◼ This would be achieved through increasing access, improving quality and lowering the cost of 

healthcare delivery. 

Objectives 

◼ Improve health status through concerted policy action in all sectors and expand preventive, 

promotive, curative, palliative and rehabilitative services provided through the public health 

sector with focus on quality. 

◼ Expectancy and healthy life  

o Increase Life Expectancy at birth from 67.5 to 70 by 2025. 

o Establish regular tracking of Disability Adjusted Life Years (DALY) Index as a measure of 

burden of disease and its trends by major categories by 2022. 

o Reduction of TFR to 2.1 at national and sub-national level by 2025. 

◼ Mortality by Age and/ or cause 

o Reduce Under Five Mortality to 23 by 2025 and MMR from current levels to 100 by 2020. 

o Reduce infant mortality rate to 28 by 2019. 

o Reduce neo-natal mortality to 16 and still birth rate to “single digit” by 2025. 

◼ Reduction of disease prevalence/ incidence 

◼ Coverage of Health Services 

o Increase utilization of public health facilities by 50% from current levels by 2025.  

o Antenatal care coverage to be sustained above 90% and skilled attendance at birth above 90% 

by 2025.  

o More than 90% of the newborn are fully immunized by one year of age by 2025.  

o Meet need of family planning above 90% at national and sub national level by 2025.  

o 80% of known hypertensive and diabetic individuals at household level maintain "controlled 

disease status" by 2025. 

◼ Cross Sectoral goals related to health 

o Relative reduction in prevalence of current tobacco use by 15% by 2020 and 30% by 2025.  

o Reduction of 40% in prevalence of stunting of under-five children by 2025. 

o Access to safe water and sanitation to all by 2020 (Swachh Bharat Mission). 

o Reduction of occupational injury by half from current levels of 334 per lakh agricultural 

workers by 2020. 

o National/ State level tracking of selected health behaviour. 

7. Delimitation [Polity: Indian Constitution] 

Article: Election Commission begins ‘delimitation’ in Assam: What this exercise is, why it is 

important (The Indian Express, Dec 29) 

Context: 

The Election Commission of India said Tuesday it has begun the process of delimitation of 

Assembly and Parliamentary constituencies in Assam. The process will be based on Census data from 

2001. The last delimitation of constituencies in Assam was done in 1976 on the basis of the 1971 

Census. 

About Delimitation 

◼ Delimitation is the act of redrawing boundaries of Lok Sabha and state Assembly seats to 

represent changes in population.  

◼ In this process, the number of seats allocated to different states in Lok Sabha and the total number 

seats in a Legislative Assembly may also change.  



 

◼ The main objective of delimitation is to provide equal representation to equal segments of a 

population.  

◼ It also aims at a fair division of geographical areas so that one political party doesn’t have an 

advantage over others in an election.  

◼ Delimitation is carried out by an Independent Delimitation Commission, appointed by the 

Government of India under provisions of the Delimitation Commission Act.  

◼ The Constitution mandates that its orders are final and cannot be questioned before any court as 

it would hold up an election indefinitely. 

◼ The Delimitation Commission is appointed by the President of India and works in collaboration 

with the Election Commission of India.  

◼ It is composed of the following: a retired Supreme Court judge, the Chief Election 

Commissioner of India and respective State Election Commissioners. 

◼ The Delimitation Commission is to work without any executive influence.  

◼ The Constitution mandates that the Commission’s orders are final and cannot be questioned 

before any court as it would hold up an election indefinitely. 

How is delimitation supposed to be carried out? 

◼ Under Article 82, Parliament is to enact a Delimitation Act after every Census.  

◼ Once the Act is in force, the Union government sets up the Delimitation Commission. 

◼ The Commission is supposed to determine the number and boundaries of constituencies in a way 

that the population of all seats, so far as practicable, is the same.  

◼ The Commission is also tasked with identifying seats reserved for Scheduled Castes and 

Scheduled Tribes. 

◼ The draft proposals of the Delimitation Commission are published for public feedback.  

◼ The Commission also holds public sittings.  

◼ After hearing the public, it considers objections and suggestions, and carries out changes, if any, 

in the draft proposal.  

◼ The final order is published in the Gazette of India and the State Gazette concerned and comes 

into force on a date specified by the President. 

Previous Delimitation Exercises 

◼ In the history of the Indian republic, Delimitation Commissions have been set up four times — 

1952, 1963, 1973 and 2002 under the Acts of 1952, 1962, 1972 and 2002.  

◼ There was no delimitation after the 1981, 1991 and 2001 Censuses. 

◼ However, the 2002 Act did not make any changes in total Lok Sabha seats or their apportionment 

between various states.  

◼ It also left out a few states including Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Manipur from the 

exercise due to “security risks.”  

◼ The central government reconstituted the Delimitation Commission for these four states as well 

as the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir on 6 March 2020. 

Why have we not seen delimitation exercises after each census? 

◼ The last delimitation exercise that changed the state-wise composition of the Lok Sabha was 

completed in 1976 and done on the basis of the 1971 census (more than half a century ago at this 

point).  

◼ The reason for not having more frequent delimitation processes is an unintended consequence of 

how the Constitution envisioned constituencies to be delimited. 



 

◼ The Constitution mandates that the number of Lok Sabha seats allotted to a state would be such 

that the ratio between that number and the population of the state is, as far as practicable, the same 

for all states.  

◼ However, this provision meant that states that took little interest in population control could end 

up with a greater number of seats in the Parliament. 

◼ The fear of losing meaningful political representation was especially great in the southern states 

which not only had had greater success in controlling populations but also economically 

developed such that they generated a lot more per capita revenue than the northern states.  

◼ Delimitation on the basis of population would disenfranchise them politically while the central 

government would continue to benefit from these states’ economic contributions to the country. 

◼ To allay these fears, the Constitution was amended during Indira Gandhi’s Emergency rule in 

1976 to suspend delimitation until 2001.  

◼ Another amendment postponed this until 2026. It was hoped that the country would achieve a 

uniform population growth rate by this time. 

Northeast’s concerns 

In the last delimitation exercise, completed in 2008, Arunachal, Manipur, Assam, Nagaland were 

kept out due to apprehensions over use of the 2001 Census. The Centre’s move to club the four 

with J&K comes in the backdrop of unrest in the region over CAA. 

 

8. National Education Society for Tribal Students (NESTS) [Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article: Eklavya teachers to receive training in computer science (Page 12) 

Context: 

Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda on Wednesday kicked off a two-day training programme for 

teachers of Eklavya Model Residential Schools for tribal students, which is meant to serve as “a 

stepping stone in creating awareness about the potential of computer science in students of EMRS”, 

the Ministry said in a statement. 

About National Education Society for Tribal Students (NESTS) 

◼ It is a body that manages EMRSs and it is an autonomous organization established under Ministry 

of Tribal Affairs (MoTA). 

◼ NESTS commenced its journey in 2018 aimed at providing high quality education to the tribal 

students in their own environment.  

◼ Currently, NESTS oversees management of the schools in different states, where separate State 

Education Societies for Tribal Students (SESTS) have been set up.  

◼ While NESTS issues guidelines on syllabus, school criteria, etc., on-ground management was 

under the SESTS’.  

◼ After the overhaul, the ministry would have to scrap all SESTSs, and set up Regional Offices 

(RO) under direct control of NESTS.  

◼ Following this, once the staffers were sanctioned at the ROs, the NESTS would be able to directly 

sanction the number of teaching positions and recruit as per the Central reservation policies, by 

which the schools would be bound. 

Revise Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS). 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

9. Ethnic Tensions in Kosovo [IR: Conflicts] 

Article: Why ethnic tensions are flaring again in northern Kosovo (The Indian Express, Dec 29) 

Context: 

Kosovo Serbs who have been blocking roads in northern Kosovo for 19 days have agreed to start 

removing barricades from Thursday morning, bowing to calls by the United States and European 

Union to defuse tensions. Serbian President Aleksandar Vucic, who met Serbs from northern Kosovo 

in the Serbian town of Raska, said the process of removing barricades will begin on Thursday 

morning. 

About Kosovo & ethnic Issue 

◼ Kosovo won independence from Serbia in 2008, 

almost a decade after a guerrilla uprising against 

Belgrade’s repressive rule.  

◼ Serbia, however, still considers Kosovo to be an 

integral part of its territory and rejects suggestions it 

is whipping up tensions and conflict within its 

neighbour’s borders.  

◼ Albanian-majority Kosovo declared independence 

with the backing of the West, following a 1998-99 

war in which NATO intervened to protect ethnic Albanians. 

◼ Around 50,000 ethnic Serbs living in northern Kosovo refuse to recognise the government in 

Pristina or the status of Kosovo as a separate country.  

◼ They have the support of many Serbs in Serbia and its government. 

◼ Ethnic Serbs do not recognise Kosovan state institutions, and account for 5% of Kosovo’s 1.8 

million people, with ethnic Albanians making up about 90%.  

◼ The Serbs have vented their hostility by refusing to pay Kosovo’s power operator for the 

electricity they use for example and frequently attacking police who try to make arrests. 

◼ Belgrade accuses Pristina of trampling on the rights of minority Serbs. 

What do the Serbs want? 

◼ Serbs in Kosovo want to create an association of majority-Serb municipalities that would operate 

with greater autonomy.  

◼ Serbia and Kosovo have made little progress on this and other issues since committing in 2013 to 

the EU-sponsored dialogue. 

The role of NATO, EU, and  Russia 

◼ For more than 20 years, Kosovo has been a source of tension between the West, which backed its 

independence, and Russia, which supports Serbia in its efforts to block Kosovo’s membership of 

global organisations, including the United Nations. 

◼ NATO has about 3,700 troops stationed in Kosovo to maintain the peace.  

◼ The alliance said it would intervene in line with its mandate if stability in the area were 

jeopardized.  

◼ The European Union Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo (EULEX), which arrived in 2008, still has 

around 200 special police officers there. 



 

◼ The Kremlin, for its part, denied the Kosovo interior minister’s claims that Russia was influencing 

Serbia to destabilise Kosovo, saying that Serbia was defending the rights of ethnic Serbs. 

◼ The European Union and the United States are concerned about the continued tense situation in 

the north of Kosovo, they said in a joint statement released by the U.S. State Department on 

Wednesday, urging the parties to de-escalate the situation. 

 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

Population Control 

India must build awareness on population control (Page 6, Editorial) 

 

 

 

 


