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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI) [Art & Culture: Important Institutes] 

Article: AnSI builds tribal hut replicas to help preserve, promote unique heritage (Nov 7, Page 12) 

Context:  

In a first-of-its-kind bid to showcase the heritage of tribal communities, especially those of 

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs), the Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI) has 

recreated the huts of several communities at its different regional centres. 

About Anthropological Survey of India (AnSI) 

◼ Anthropological Survey of India is a premier research institute for anthropological research in 

bio-cultural studies.  

◼ It is the only research organisation to pursue 

anthropological research in a governmental setup.  

◼ The Anthropological Survey of India’s genesis 

was from the Zoological and Anthropological 

section of the Indian Museum which became the 

Zoological Survey of India in 1916.  

◼ In 1945 the Anthropology section of the Zoological Survey was carved out to eventually become 

the Anthropological Survey of India (An.S.I) with Dr. B.S. Guha as the founding director in 

1946.  

◼ The head office was shifted from Varanasi to Calcutta in 1948.  

◼ The An.S.I rose to every occasion to contribute through its mandate of pursuing research in 

socio-cultural and biological aspects of the peoples of India in a holistic perspective, with an 

emphasis on the matters of contemporary relevance and national significance. 

Principle Objectives 

◼ To study the tribes and other communities that form the population of India both from the 

biological and cultural point of view. 

◼ To study and preserve the human skeletal remains, both from modern and Archaeological. 

◼ To collect samples of arts and crafts of the tribes of India. 

◼ To function as a training center for advanced students in anthropology and for administration. 

◼ To publish the results of the researches. 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. Uniform Civil Code (UCC) [Polity: DPSP] 

Article: The Uniform Civil Code (Nov 7, Page 8) 

Context:  

Ahead of the upcoming Assembly elections, Gujarat on October 29 joined the list of BJP-ruled States 

that have called for implementing the Uniform Civil Code (UCC). Gujarat Home Minister Harsh 

Sanghavi along with Union Minister Parshottam Rupala announced that the State will constitute a 

committee headed by a retired High Court judge to evaluate all aspects for implementing the UCC. 

About Uniform Civil Code (UCC) 

◼ The Uniform Civil Code (UCC) calls for the formulation of one law for India, which would be 

applicable to all religious communities in matters such as marriage, divorce, inheritance, 

adoption.  

◼ The code comes under Article 44 of the Constitution, which lays down that the state shall 

endeavour to secure a Uniform Civil Code for the citizens throughout the territory of India. 
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◼ The objective of Article 44 of the Directive Principles in the Indian Constitution was to address 

the discrimination against vulnerable groups and harmonise diverse cultural groups across the 

country.  

◼ Dr. B R Ambedkar, while formulating the Constitution had said that a UCC is desirable but for 

the moment it should remain voluntary, and thus the Article 35 of the draft Constitution was 

added as a part of the Directive Principles of the State Policy in part IV of the Constitution of 

India as Article 44.  

◼ It was incorporated in the Constitution as an aspect that would be fulfilled when the nation would 

be ready to accept it and the social acceptance to the UCC could be made. 

Background 

◼ The origin of the UCC dates back to colonial India when the British government submitted its 

report in 1835 stressing the need for uniformity in the codification of Indian law relating to 

crimes, evidence, and contracts, specifically recommending that personal laws of Hindus and 

Muslims be kept outside such codification. 

◼ In order to bring uniformity, the courts have often said in their judgements that the government 

should move towards a UCC. 

What has the Supreme Court said about the UCC? 

◼ The Supreme Court in various judgements has called for the implementation of the UCC.  

◼ In its Mohd. Ahmed Khan vs Shah Bano Begum judgement of 1985, where a divorced Muslim 

woman demanded maintenance from her former husband, the apex court while deciding whether 

to give prevalence to the CrPc or the Muslim personal law, called for the implementation of the 

UCC. 

◼ The Court also called on the government to implement the UCC in the 1995 Sarla Mudgal 

judgement as well as in the Paulo Coutinho vs Maria Luiza Valentina Pereira case (2019).  

What has the Law Commission said? 

◼ The Modi government in 2016 requested the Law Commission of India to determine how to form 

a code in the presence of “thousands of personal laws” in the country.  

◼ In 2018, the Law Commission submitted a 185-page consultation paper on the reform of family 

law.  

◼ The paper stated that a unified nation did not necessarily need “uniformity”, adding that 

secularism could not contradict the plurality prevalent in the country.  

◼ In fact, the term “secularism” had meaning only if it assured the expression of any form of 

difference, the Commission noted.  

◼ While saying that a UCC “is neither necessary nor desirable at this stage”, the report 

recommended that discriminatory practices, prejudices and stereotypes within a particular 

religion and its personal laws should be studied and amended.  

◼ The Commission suggested certain measures in marriage and divorce that should be uniformly 

accepted in the personal laws of all religions.  

◼ Some of these amendments include fixing the marriageable age for boys and girls at 18 years so 

that they are married as equals, making adultery a ground for divorce for men and women and 

simplifying the divorce procedure.  

◼ It also called for the abolition of the Hindu Undivided Family (HUF) as a tax-exempted entity. 
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Implications of Uniform Civil Code on Personal Laws 

◼ Protection to Vulnerable Section of Society 

▪ The UCC aims to provide protection to vulnerable sections as envisaged by Ambedkar 

including women and religious minorities, while also promoting nationalistic fervour through 

unity. 

◼ Simplification of Laws 

▪ The code will simplify the complex laws around marriage ceremonies, inheritance, 

succession, adoptions making them one for all.  

▪ The same civil law will then be applicable to all citizens irrespective of their faith. 

◼ Adhering to Ideal of Secularism 

▪ Secularism is the objective enshrined in the Preamble, a secular republic needs a common law 

for all citizens rather than differentiated rules based on religious practices. 

◼ Gender Justice 

▪ If a UCC is enacted, all personal laws will cease to exist. It will do away with gender biases in 

existing laws. 

Challenges 

◼ Exceptions in Central Family Laws: 

▪ The preliminary sections in all central family law Acts enacted by Parliament since 

Independence declare that they will apply to “the whole of India except the state of Jammu 

and Kashmir.” 

▪ A Second exception was added in 1968 in all these Acts, pronouncing that “nothing herein 

contained shall apply to the Renoncants in the Union Territory of Pondicherry.” 

▪ A third exception, none of these Acts applies in Goa, Daman and Diu. 

▪ A fourth exception, relating to the north-eastern states of Nagaland and Mizoram, emanates 

from Articles 371A and 371G of the Constitution, decreeing that no parliamentary legislation 

will replace the customary law and religion-based system for its administration. 

◼ Communal Politics: 

▪ The demand for a uniform civil code has been framed in the context of communal politics. 

▪ A large section of society sees it as majoritarianism under the garb of social reform. 

◼ Constitutional Hurdle: 

▪ Article 25 of Indian constitution, that seeks to preserve the freedom to practise and propagate 

any religion gets into conflict with the concepts of equality enshrined under 

▪ Article 14 of Indian Constitution. 
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3. Malabar Naval Exercise [Defence Excercises] 

Article: Navy chiefs of Quad in Japan ahead of Malabar Exercise (Nov 6, Page 7) 

Context: 

The Navy chiefs of India, Australia, Japan and the U.S., which comprise the Quadrilateral (Quad) 

grouping, met in Japan on Saturday and exchanged views on “further enhancing interoperability” in 

future editions of the Malabar multilateral naval exercise. Meanwhile, a Chinese research vessel, 

Yuan Wang-6, has entered the Indian Ocean via the Sunda Strait. 

About Malabar Naval Exercise 

◼ The Malabar naval exercise began in 1992 as a training event between the United States and 

India in the Indian Ocean.  

◼ Japan joined it in 2015. 

◼ The exercise was conducted off the coast of Guam in the Philippine Sea in 2018 and off the coast 

of Japan in 2019. 

◼ 2020 is the first time that the United States, India, Japan and Australia - the informal grouping 

known as the Quad - have participated in a joint military exercise of this size. 

◼ 2022 Participants: India, Australia, Japan and the U.S. 

Significance 

◼ The four democracies in the Indo-Pacific hope the exercise can act as a counterweight to Chinese 

military and political influence in the region. 

◼ India, which is locked in a military stand-off on the disputed land border with China, hopes the 

expansion of the exercise will contain what it sees as Beijing’s intrusion into its territory. 

About 18th Western Pacific Naval Symposium (WPNS) 

◼ The WPNS aims to increase naval co-operation in the Western Pacific by discussing maritime 

issues, both global and regional, and generating a flow of 

information and opinion between naval professionals. 

◼ The waters of the WPNS navies include the vast expanse of 

the Western Pacific Ocean and the confined waters bordering 

Asia.  

◼ It is a region of almost unparalleled maritime complexity, 

with some of the busiest shipping routes in the world a 

number of vital choke points, many disputed boundary claims, two of the world’s major 

archipelagos and microstates which have huge exclusive economic zones.  

◼ The complex nature of the region has meant that, despite national differences, there is a growing 

appreciation of the need for regional maritime co-operation. 

Relevance: This year marks 30 years of the Malabar Exercise, which began as a bilateral exercise 

between India and the U.S. in 1992. 
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4. World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) [IR: Important Organizations] 

Article: Past eight years likely to be warmest on record: WMO report (News in Numbers, Nov 7, 

Page 8) 

Context: 

1.15 degree Celsius, by which the global mean temperature in 2022 is above the pre-industrial (1850-

1900) average. This makes the eight years from 2015 the warmest on record, according to the World 

Meteorological Organisation report. The rate of sea level rise has also doubled since 1993 and has 

risen by nearly 10 mm to a new record high this year.  

About World Meteorological Organisation (WMO) 

◼ The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations.  

◼ It is the UN system's authoritative voice on the state and behavior of the Earth's atmosphere, its 

interaction with the oceans, the climate it produces and the 

resulting distribution of water resources. 

◼ WMO has a membership of 191 Member States and 

Territories (on 1 January 2013).  

◼ It originated from the International Meteorological 

Organization (IMO), which was founded in 1873.  

◼ Established in 1950, WMO became the specialized agency of the United Nations in 1951 for 

meteorology (weather and climate), operational hydrology and related geophysical sciences.  

◼ WMO facilitates the free and unrestricted exchange of data and information, products and 

services in real- or near-real time on matters relating to safety and security of society, economic 

welfare and the protection of the environment.  

◼ It contributes to policy formulation in these areas at national and international levels. 

Areas of Support 

◼ WMO promotes cooperation in the establishment of networks for making meteorological, 

climatological, hydrological and geophysical observations, as well as the exchange, processing 

and standardization of related data, and assists technology transfer, training and research.  

◼ It also fosters collaboration between the National Meteorological and Hydrological Services of 

its Members and furthers the application of meteorology to public weather services, agriculture, 

aviation, shipping, the environment, water issues and the mitigation of the impacts of natural 

disasters. 

Programmes 

◼ World Weather Watch (WWW) Programme 

◼ Global Atmosphere Watch Programme (GAW) 

◼ World Weather Research Programme (WWRP) 
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5. Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) [IR: Important Groupings & Agreements] 

Article: The continuing stalemate in Myanmar (Nov 7, Page 7) 

Context: 

Twenty-one months after a military coup, which derailed a decade-old experiment with limited 

democracy, Myanmar is struggling to cope with the consequences. People are suffering, authorities 

and opposition forces are locked in a cycle of violent clashes, the economy is deteriorating, and 

ASEAN’s mission to produce a solution has failed. 

About Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 

◼ The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a regional grouping that aims to 

promote economic and security cooperation 

among its members. 

◼ It is an intergovernmental organization of ten 

Southeast Asian countries: Brunei, Cambodia, 

Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 

Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and 

Vietnam.  

◼ In 1976, the members signed the Treaty of Amity and Cooperation in Southeast Asia, which 

emphasizes mutual respect and noninterference in other countries’ affairs. 

◼ The group has played a central role in Asian economic integration, joining negotiations to form 

the world’s largest free trade agreement and signing six free trade deals with other regional 

economies. 

◼ ASEAN is headed by a chair—a position that rotates annually among member states—and 

is assisted by a secretariat based in Jakarta, Indonesia.  

◼ Important decisions are usually reached through consultation and consensus guided by the 

principles of noninterference in internal affairs and peaceful resolution of conflicts.  

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

6. World Heritage Glaciers [Environment: Conservation] 

Article: A third of world heritage glaciers under threat, warns UNESCO (Nov 6, Page 11) 

Context: 

New UNESCO data highlight the accelerated melting of glaciers in World Heritage sites, with 

glaciers in a third of sites set to disappear by 2050. But it is still possible to save the other two thirds, 

if the rise in global temperatures does not exceed 1.5°C compared to the pre-industrial period. This 

will be a major challenge for COP27. 

About World Heritage Glaciers 

◼ 50 UNESCO World Heritage sites are home to glaciers (A total of 18,600 glaciers have been 

identified in these 50 sites, covering around 66,000 km2), 

representing almost 10% of the Earth’s total glacierized area.  

◼ They include the highest (next to Mt. Everest), the longest (in 

Alaska), and the last remaining glaciers in Africa, amongst others, 

giving a representative overview of the general situation of 

glaciers in the world.rita 
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◼ But a new study by UNESCO, in partnership with IUCN, shows these glaciers have been 

retreating at an accelerated rate since 2000 due to CO2 emissions, which are warming 

temperatures.  

◼ They are currently losing 58 billion tons of ice every year – equivalent to the combined annual 

water use of France and Spain– and are responsible for nearly 5% of observed global sea-level 

rise. 

7. Snow Leopard (Panthera uncia) [Different Species in News] 

Article: Camera traps renew hope for snow leopard in Kashmir (Nov 7, Page 12) 

Context: 

The first-ever recording of the snow leopard from the Baltal-Zojila region has renewed hopes for the 

elusive predator in the higher altitudes of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh. 

About Snow Leopard (Panthera uncia) 

◼ Snow leopard is one of the world’s most elusive cats.  

◼ Sparsely distributed across 12 countries in central Asia and the 

Himalayas, it’s usually found in high, rugged mountain landscapes 

at elevations of 3,000–4,500m. 

◼ Snow leopards prefer steep terrain, broken by cliffs, rocky 

outcrops and ravines.  

◼ They live at high altitudes, usually at elevations of 3,000–4,500m, 

although they occasionally go above 5,500m in the Himalayas. 

◼ Threats: Over-grazing by domestic livestock is damaging to mountain grasslands and leading to a 

decline in the snow leopard's natural prey. 

IUCN Status: Vulnerable 

CITES: Appendix I (which makes trading of animal body parts (i.e., fur, bones and meat) illegal in 

signatory countries.) 

 

8. Indian black honeybee (Apis karinjodian) [Different Species in News] 

Article: Indian black honeybee is a Western Ghats discovery (Nov 7, Page 5) 

Context: 

A new species of endemic honeybee has been discovered in the Western Ghats. The new species has 

been named Apis karinjodian and given the common name Indian black honeybee. 

About Indian black honeybee 

◼ It is after a gap of more than 200 years that a new species of honeybee has been spotted in the 

Western Ghats.  

◼ The honey bee last discovered from India was Apis indica 

which was identified in 1798 by Fabricius. 

◼ Although Fabricius named the Indian bee Apis indica, it was 

not considered a valid species till now.  

◼ The research team restored the status of Apis indica based on 

a new measure for species discrimination in honeybees termed 

‘Radio-Medial Index (RMI).’ 

◼ Cavity nesting honey bees are used in India for commercial honey production.  
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◼ The research has also given a new direction to apiculture in the country by proving that there are 

three species of cavity-nesting honey bees in India  - Apis indica, Apis cerana and the newly 

discovered Apis karinjodian. 

◼ What is notable is the ability of the Indian black honey bee to produce higher quantities of honey 

which is thicker and consistent. 

◼ The distribution of Apis karinjodian ranges from the central Western Ghats and Nilgiris to the 

southern Western Ghats, covering the states of Goa, Karnataka, Kerala and parts of Tamil Nadu.  

◼ The species has been classified as Near Threatened (NT) in Kerala based on the IUCN Red List 

Categories and Criteria. 

9. Squamates [Different Species in News] 

Article: Skeleton of early reptile from 167 million years ago found (Nov 6, Page 11) 

Context: 

A study in Nature finds a near-complete skeleton of an early reptile from the Middle Jurassic period 

of Scotland. The fossil may improve our understanding of the anatomical transformations that led to 

the establishment of the body plan of reptiles such as modern lizards. The skeleton is of Bellairsia 

gracilis, a primitive squamate.  

About Squamates 

◼ Squamates are a group of reptiles that includes more than 10,000 

living species descended from a shared common ancestor that lived 

240 MYA. 

◼ It is the largest order of reptiles, comprising lizards, snakes, and 

amphisbaenians, which are collectively known as squamates or scaled 

reptiles.  

◼ With over 10,000 species, it is also the second-largest order of extant 

vertebrates, after the perciform fish. 

10. Bharat Stage Emission Standards [Govt Policies: Pollution Control] 

Article: Curbs lifted in Delhi as air quality improves (Nov 7, Front Page) 

Context: 

The Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) on Sunday revoked its November 3 order 

that called for emergency measures such as a ban on the entry of trucks into Delhi and plying of non-

BS VI diesel-run light motor vehicles imposed under Stage IV of the Graded Response Action Plan.  

About Bharat Stage Emission Standards 

◼ These are the standards set up by the Indian government which specify the amount of air 

pollutants from internal combustion engines, including those that vehicles can emit.  

◼ If these emit more pollutants than the prescribed limit, they don’t get a clearance to be sold in an 

open market.  

◼ Bharat Stage Emission Standards have been instituted by the Central Pollution Control Board 

(CPCB), instituted within the Ministry of Environment Forests and Climate Change. 

Background 

◼ Vehicle emission norms were introduced in India in 1991 for petrol and in 1992 for diesel 

vehicles.  

◼ Since 2000, Euro norms are followed in India under the name Bharat Stage Emission Standards 

for four wheeled vehicles.  
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◼ Bharat stage III norms have been enforced across India since October 2010.  

◼ In a few cities, Bharat stage IV norms are in place 

since April 2010.  

◼ Bharat stage IV is proposed to be enforced throughout 

India by April 2017.  

◼ It has already been put into use in 13 major cities.  

◼ Upgrading the emission norms requires the 

manufacturing companies to upgrade their technology, which 

in turn increases the cost of the vehicle.  

◼ Cost is one of the main reasons for the slow upgrade of emission standards.  

◼ However, there are also arguments that the increase in cost is made up by savings in health costs 

as the pollutants causing diseases are decreased with the upgrade in emission standards.  

◼ Fuels also play a crucial role in meeting these emission norms.  

◼ Fuel specifications have also been aligned to its corresponding European production norms. 

11. Falcon Heavy Rocket [Space Technology] 

Article:  The Falcon Heavy launch: the most powerful operational rocket in the world  (Nov 7, 

Page 8) 

Context: 

On November 1, Elon Musk-owned SpaceX launched the Falcon Heavy rocket into a 

geosynchronous Earth orbit from the Launch Complex 39A at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida, 

U.S. This is considered as a National Security Space Launch for the U.S. military. 

About Falcon Heavy Rocket 

◼ SpaceX claims Falcon Heavy to be the most powerful rocket in the world today by a factor of 

two.  

◼ With a lifting capacity of around 64 metric tonnes into orbit, Falcon Heavy can lift more than 

twice the payload of the next closest operational vehicle, the Delta IV Heavy. 

◼ Falcon Heavy has 27 Merlin engines which together generate more than five million pounds of 

thrust at lift-off, equalling around eighteen 747 aircraft at full power.  

◼ This makes it the most capable rocket flying.  

◼ The rocket can lift the equivalent of a fully loaded 737 jetliner, complete with passengers, 

luggage and fuel, to orbit, SpaceX said. 

◼ Merlin is a family of rocket engines developed by SpaceX for use on its Falcon 1, Falcon 9 and 

Falcon Heavy launch vehicles.  

◼ Merlin engines use RP-1 and liquid oxygen as rocket propellants in a gas-generator power cycle.  

Current Mission 

◼ The rocket is carrying satellites to space for the U.S. military in a mission named as U.S. Space 

Force (USSF)-44.  

◼ The mission deployed two spacecraft payloads, one of which is the TETRA 1 microsatellite 

created for various prototype missions in and around the geosynchronous earth orbit.  

◼ The other payload is for national defence purposes. It will place the satellites for the Space 

Systems Command’s Innovation and Prototyping. 
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Space Systems Command (SSC) 

▪ Space Systems Command (SSC) is the oldest military space organisation in the United States 

Armed Forces.  

▪ It is responsible for developing, acquiring, equipping, fielding and sustaining lethal and resilient 

space capabilities.  

 

About the other launches of Falcon Heavy  

◼ The Falcon Heavy debuted in 2018 when SpaceX CEO Elon Musk sent his 

personal red Tesla Roadster, an electric sports car with a dummy driver, into 

space as a test payload.  

◼ The car is still in space, orbiting around the sun, travelling as far away as 

Mars’ orbit and, at times, as close as Earth’s orbit.  

◼ SpaceX launched the other two Falcon Heavy missions in 2019.  

◼ One carried a TV and phone service satellite to orbit for Saudi Arabia-based 

Arabsat, and the other carried experimental satellites for the U.S. 

Department of Defense. 

12. Ebola Virus Disease [Diseases] 

Article: Vaccine trial soon amid fear of Ebola virus spread (Nov 6, Page 11) 

Context: 

The Ebola virus outbreak that began in Uganda on September 20 after one case was confirmed in 

Mubende district the previous day has spread to at least 130 people (lab confirmed) and caused 43 

deaths as on November 2.  

About Ebola Virus Disease 

◼ Ebola virus disease (EVD) is a deadly disease with occasional outbreaks that occur mostly on the 

African continent.  

◼ EVD most commonly affects people and nonhuman primates (such as monkeys, gorillas, and 

chimpanzees).  

◼ It is caused by an infection with a group of viruses within the genus Ebolavirus: 

◼ Of these, only four (Ebola, Sudan, Taï Forest, and Bundibugyo viruses) have caused disease in 

people.  

◼ Ebola virus was first discovered in 1976 near the Ebola River in what is now the Democratic 

Republic of Congo.  

◼ Since then, the virus has been infecting people from time to time, leading to outbreaks in several 

African countries.  

◼ Infected animals carrying the virus can transmit it to other animals, like apes, monkeys, duikers 

and humans. 
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PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

13. Kali syahi [Traditions in News] 

Article: Royal black: Pink City’s indelible kali syahi has written reams of history, is a flowing 

tradition Nov 7, Front Page) 

Context: 

Keeping alive a tradition dating back to the reign of the Kachhwaha rulers, a family in the Walled 

City of Jaipur makes an indelible black ink, or kali syahi, used 250 years ago for writing royal 

firmans (decrees) and ledgers. The fourth generation of the family now produces the ink every 

Deepavali. 

About kali syahi 

◼ The ink was made of natural ingredients using a traditional procedure handed down from 

generations. 

◼ The black ink is prepared on a no-moon night with the chanting of mantras. 

◼ It is made of kaajal (homemade mascara), gondh (edible gum) and other locally sourced herbal 

ingredients. 

◼ The ink has medicinal properties, as some of its ingredients were used in the traditional 

Ayurvedic system for the treatment and healing of wounds. 

◼ While the erstwhile royal family used the ink for its official transactions, the businessmen of the 

princely State used it to write their accounts.  

◼ Even universities established after Independence awarded degrees written with this ink.  

◼ The ink was believed to ward off evil and bring prosperity to its users. 

14. Independent India’s first voter [Obitiuary] 

Article: Shyam Saran Negi, Independent India’s first voter, dies (Nov 6, Page 9) 

Context: 

Three days after casting his vote for the 34th time, Independent India’s first voter Shyam Saran Negi 

died on Saturday at his home in Kalpa in Himachal Pradesh. He was 106. Mr. Negi, who was the 

Election Commission’s brand ambassador, voted in the Himachal Pradesh Assembly election 

through postal ballot on November 2. 

About Independent India’s first voter 

◼ During India’s first general elections in 1951-52, polling in Kinnaur was held several months 

before the rest of the country because of geographical reasons – 

the district being a high-altitude region, snowfall would have 

made the exercise difficult during the winter.  

◼ Negi, then 34 years old, cast his vote at Kalpa and became the 

first voter in free India. 

◼ Negi was featured in several awareness campaigns and ads of 

the Election Commission and private companies. 
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Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

◼ Climate Compensation 

- COP-27 puts climate compensation on agenda for first time (Nov 7, Page 14) 

◼ Child marriage in India- UNFPA-UNICEF Global Programme to End Child Marriage 

- How is India planning to end child marriage? (Nov 6, Page 12) 

 

 


