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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Special address by the Governor- Article 176 [Polity: Governor] 

Article This is an ‘address’ of great constitutional importance (Page 6, Editorial) 

About Special address by the Governor-  Article 176 

• Article 176 of the Constitution requires the Governor to mandatorily address the Members of 

legislature at the commencement of the first session of each year and to inform them of the causes 

of its summons.  

• Here, the Constitution gives a specific direction to the House to find time to discuss the contents 

of the Governor’s address.  

• It is of special significance that the Constitution nowhere else says that the legislature must make 

rules for the allotment of time to discuss a particular matter other than the address by the Governor 

under Article 176.  

• This underscores the importance the Constitution attaches to such an address by the Governor. 

• Article 175 which says that the Governor may address the legislature and for that purpose require 

the attendance of the members.  

• The Governor’s address under Article 175 is not a mandatory address unlike under Article 176. 

• Article 175 does not speak about any discussion of the content of such an address; but Article 176 

requires a discussion on the matters contained in the Governor’s address.  

• The reason behind the Constitution making such a distinction in two addresses by the same 

constitutional authority, namely the Governor, to the same Members of the legislature, is that the 

address under Article 176 contains the policies and programmes of the elected government of the 

State which is accountable to the legislature.  

• Executive accountability to the elected representatives of the people is the essence of parliamentary 

democracy. 

• The address the Governor gives under Article 176 is the address prepared by the government.  

• It does not contain any of the personal views of the Governor but only the policies and the 

programmes of the elected government.  

• The government alone is responsible for the content of the address and not the Governor. 

• The Governor cannot wilfully skip paragraphs of the address because the Constitution does not 

permit him to disagree with the matters contained in the address or interpose his own views therein. 

2. Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) [Govt Policies] 

Article COVID-19’s XBB.1.5 variant spread across 11 States and UTs (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

26 The number of cases of COVID-19’s XBB.1.5 variant in India, according to data from the Indian 

SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG).  

About Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) 

• The Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) is a national multi-agency 

consortium of Genome Sequencing Laboratories (RGSLs) laboratories established by the 

Government of India on 30th December 2020.  

• Initially, this consortium had 10 laboratories. Subsequently, the scope of laboratories under 

INSACOG was expanded and at present there are 28 laboratories under this Consortium which 

monitor the genomic variations in SARS-CoV-2. 
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• The SARS-CoV-2 virus, commonly known as COVID-19 virus posed unprecedented public health 

challenges globally.  

• In order to fully understand the spread and 

evolution of the SARS CoV-2 virus, its 

mutations and resulting Variants, the need 

for in-depth sequencing and analysis of the genomic data was felt.  

• Against this backdrop, INSACOG was established to expand whole genome sequencing of SARS-

CoV-2 virus across the nation, aiding our understanding of how the virus spreads and evolves.  

• Any changes to the genetic code, or mutations in the virus, can be observed based on the analysis 

and sequencing of samples done in the laboratories under INSACOG. 

Specific objectives: 

• To ascertain the status of Variants of Interest (VoI) and Variants of Concern (VoC) in the country. 

• To establish sentinel surveillance and surge surveillance mechanisms for early detection of 

genomic variants and assist in formulating effective public health response. 

• To determine the presence of genomic variants in samples collected during super-spreader events 

and in areas reporting increasing trend of cases/deaths etc.     

3. Electricity (Amendment) Rules, 2022 [Acts in News] 

Article Why is Kerala opposing the new Electricity Rules? (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

The gazette notification on the Electricity (Amendment) Rules, 2022, came out on December 29. Ever 

since the Union Power Ministry shared the draft rules with the States last August, the CPI(M)-led 

government in Kerala had fiercely objected to Rule 14 which permits distribution companies 

(Discoms) to automatically recover from consumers, on a monthly basis, the expenses arising out of 

variations in fuel price and power purchase costs.  

About Electricity (Amendment) Rules, 2022 

• The Centre introduced the Electricity (Amendment) Rules, 2022, to amend the Electricity Rules, 

2005.  

• Rule 14 of the Rules requires the State electricity regulatory commission to specify a price 

adjustment formula for automatically passing on the costs through the consumer tariff on a monthly 

basis.  

Kerala Govt’s stand 

• The State government has argued that giving Discoms the freedom to automatically pass on the 

aforementioned costs through the electricity bill endangers consumer interests.  

• The amendment spawns an “unstable pricing situation’’ in the power sector, akin to that of petrol 

and diesel prices.  

• Consumers would be subjected, quite unfairly, to frequent price fluctuations, it said.  

• It further observed that the crucial role played by the State Electricity Commission in fixing the 

surcharge would get diluted.  
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4. Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) [Govt Policies: Infrastructure Development] 

Article IWAI denies reports of cruise getting stuck in Ganga (Page 10) 

Context 

The Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) denied reports that MV Ganga Vilas, the world’s 

longest river cruise flagged off by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, got stuck due to low water levels in 

the Ganga on Monday. 

About Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) 

• The Inland Waterways Authority of India (IWAI) came into existence on 27th October 1986 for 

development and regulation of inland waterways for shipping and navigation.  

• The Authority primarily undertakes projects for development and maintenance of IWT 

infrastructure on national waterways through grant received from Ministry of Shipping.  

• The head office of the Authority is at Noida.  

• The Authority also has its regional offices at Patna, Kolkata, Guwahati and Kochi and sub-offices 

at Allahabad, Varanasi, Farakka, Sahibganj, Haldia, Swroopganj, Hemnagar, Dibrugarh, Dhubri, 

Silchar, Kollam, Bhubaneshwar  and Vijayawada. 

• India has about 14,500 km of navigable waterways which comprise of rivers, canals, backwaters, 

creeks, etc. 

• Its operations are currently restricted to a few stretches in the Ganga-Bhagirathi-Hooghly rivers , 

the Brahmaputra, the Barak river, the rivers in Goa, the backwaters in Kerala, inland waters in 

Mumbai and the deltaic regions of the Godavari - Krishna rivers.  

• Besides these organized operations by mechanized vessels, country boats of various capacities also 

operate in various rivers and canals. and substantial quantum of cargo and passengers are 

transported in this unorganized sector as well. 

Functions 

• National Waterways 

• Survey 

• Navigation,Infrastructure and Regulations 

• Fairway Development 

• Pilotage 

• Coordination of IWT with other modes 

MV Ganga Vilas 

• MV Ganga Vilas – pitched as the longest river cruise in the world – traverses through river 

Ganga for 51 days, spanning through five Indian states 

and Bangladesh.  

• The luxury 51-day cruise — operated in partnership with 

private players by the Inland Waterways Authority — 

will traverse several states, two countries and make 

stops at about 50 tourist and heritage sites along the 

Ganga and Brahmaputra river systems. 

• It is expected to reach Dibrugarh in Assam, its last destination, on March 1. 
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5. Sanctioning of Terrorists by UNSC [IR: Important Organizations] 

Article Abdul Rehman Makki, dy chief of Lashkar-e-Taiba, designated ‘global terrorist’: Who is 

he, what this means (The Indian Express, Jan 17) 

About Sanctioning of Terrorists by UNSC 

• Under Chapter VII of the United Nations Charter, the UN Security Council may order enforcement 

measures, in particular measures not involving the use of armed force. 

• The Security Council may order coercive measures against individuals, in particular in connection 

with the fight against international terrorism.   

• Such individuals are then targeted as members or supporters of entities posing a threat to peace.   

• This applies to individuals suspected of being members of Al-Qaeda or providing it with material 

or financial support. 

• The sanctions, which are often called "targeted sanctions" or "intelligent sanctions", usually 

involve: 

o Freezing of financial assets, funds and other economic resources, 

o Embargoes on arms sales, 

o Bans on foreign travel. 

• The Security Council may decide to set up subsidiary bodies, namely Sanctions Committees, to 

oversee the proper implementation of the sanctions and draw up the lists of persons concerned on 

the basis of information submitted by states.   

• They also supervise the implementation of enforcement measures at state level. 

• UN member states are responsible for implementing sanctions at national level and are therefore 

required to adopt national implementation measures and make sure that the individuals concerned 

comply with them. 

About UN Security Council’s 1267 list 

• The committee is part of the UN Security Council and its job is to implement international 

sanctions against terrorists.  

• The 1267 committee that was set up in 1999 (updated in 2011 and 2015) allows any UN member 

state to propose adding the name of a terrorist or terror group to a consolidated list, maintained by 

the Committee, that has affiliations to Al Qaeda and ISIS.  

• India has successfully proposed the listing of several terror entities in the past two decades, 

including Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) and Lashkar-e-Taiba.  

• According to the rules, once a listing is proposed, it will be adopted into the list according to a “no-

objections” procedure: which means, if any member of the Committee, which comprises all 

members of the UN Security Council, places a hold on the listing or objects outright to it, the listing 

cannot be adopted.  

• As a permanent member of the UNSC, China can do this any number of times as its term doesn’t 

run out, and it carries a veto vote.  

• The Committee is bound to resolve all such pending issues within six months, but can allow 

extensions, meaning that technically at the end of the six-month period, the “holding” country has 

to decide whether to accept the listing or place a permanent objection to it.  

• However, in practice, many of the listing proposals have had prolonged waits. 
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6. World Economic Forum (WEF) [IR: Important Organizations] 

Article Why the World Economic Forum summit is held in Davos, and other interesting facts about 

the event (The Indian Express, Jan 17) 

Context 

The World Economic Forum, mostly known for its annual summit in Davos, Switzerland, is a non-

governmental lobbying organisation founded by economist Klaus Scwab. According to the WEF 

website, “The Forum strives in all its efforts to demonstrate entrepreneurship in the global public 

interest while upholding the highest standards of governance.” 

About World Economic Forum (WEF) 

• The World Economic Forum (WEF) is a Geneva-based international organization that works 

towards global cooperation on the major economic and social issues of the day. 

• It is founded by economist Klaus Scwab in 1971. 

• It is best known for its annual meeting in Davos, Switzerland, which brings together business 

and political leaders and thinkers for discussion of global issues and solutions. 

• The environment and related issues such as biodiversity destruction and human-made disasters 

dominate the WEF's current list of most pressing global concerns. 

• The WEF has no independent decision-making power but seeks to influence powerful people to 

make decisions that benefit the global community. 

• The organization is funded through its own membership, which includes many prominent business 

and political figures. 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

7. Base Effect [Economy: Inflation] 

Article Exports drop by 12.2% in a year on slow demand (Front Page) 

About Base Effect 

• The base effect refers to the effect that the choice of a basis of comparison or reference can have 

on the result of the comparison between data points. 

• Using a different reference or base for comparison can lead to a 

large variation in ratio or percentage comparisons between data 

points. 

• The base effect can lead to distortion in comparisons and deceptive 

results, or, if well understood and accounted for, can be used to 

improve our understanding of data and the underlying processes 

that generate them. 

• In the context of Inflation Base Effect refers to the effect of an increase in the price level (i.e. 

inflation from the previous year) on the current year's price levels (i.e., current inflation). 

• If the rate of inflation was low in the previous year's corresponding period, even a little increase in 

the price index will result in a high rate of inflation in the current year. 

• Similarly, if the price index increased in the previous year's similar period and showed strong 

inflation, an absolute increase in the price index in the current year will show a lower inflation rate. 
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8. Systematic Investment Plan (SIPs) [Economy: Capital Market] 

Article SIP contributions to mutual funds unfazed by market votality (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

31 In percentage, the increase in contributions to mutual fund schemes through systematic investment 

plans (SIP) in 2022, remaining unfazed by the market volatility last year.  

About Systematic Investment Plan (SIP) 

• A Systematic Investment Plan (SIP), more popularly known as SIP, is a facility offered by mutual 

funds to the investors to invest in a disciplined manner.  

• SIP facility allows an investor to invest a fixed amount of money at pre-defined intervals in the 

selected mutual fund scheme.  

• The fixed amount of money can be as low as Rs. 500, while the pre-defined SIP intervals can be 

on a weekly/monthly/quarterly/semi-annually or annual basis.  

• A SIP generally pulls automatic withdrawals from the funding account and may require extended 

commitments from the investor. 

• A SIP generally pulls automatic withdrawals from the funding account and may require extended 

commitments from the investor. 

• By taking the SIP route to investments, the investor invests in a time-bound manner without 

worrying about the market dynamics and stands to benefit in the long-term due to average costing 

and power of compounding.  

• SIPs operate on the principle of dollar-cost averaging. 

• Most brokerages and mutual fund companies offer SIPs. 

9. ChatGPT [Technology: IT & Computers] 

Article Plagiarism and malicious intent: does ChatGPT have an ethics problem? (Page 9) 

Context 

In November 2022, OpenAI opened to users its most recent and powerful AI chatbot, ChatGPT, to test 

its capability. It amazed netizens all over the world with its range of answering questions across 

disciplines. The search interface could also generate fixes for broken code. The bot continues to attract 

diverse people to run experimental questions. 

About ChatGPT 

• ChatGPT is a large language model chatbot developed by OpenAI based on GPT-3.5.  

• It has a remarkable ability to interact in conversational dialogue form and provide responses that 

can appear surprisingly human. 

• Large language models perform the task of predicting the next word in a series of words. 

• Reinforcement Learning with Human Feedback (RLHF) is an additional layer of training that 

uses human feedback to help ChatGPT learn the ability to follow directions and generate responses 

that are satisfactory to humans. 

Large Language Models 

• ChatGPT is a large language model (LLM).  

• Large Language Models (LLMs) are trained with massive 

amounts of data to accurately predict what word comes next in a 

sentence. 

• It was discovered that increasing the amount of data increased the 

ability of the language models to do more. 
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• LLMs predict the next word in a series of words in a sentence and the next sentences – kind of like 

autocomplete, but at a mind-bending scale. 

• This ability allows them to write paragraphs and entire pages of content. 

• But LLMs are limited in that they don’t always understand exactly what a human wants. 

• And that’s where ChatGPT improves on state of the art, with the aforementioned Reinforcement 

Learning with Human Feedback (RLHF) training. 

10. Shukrayaan I [Space Missions] 

Article ISRO likely to push Venus mission ‘Shukrayaan I’ to 2031 (Page 12) 

Context 

In a talk on January 9, P. Sreekumar, the Satish Dhawan Professor at the Indian Space Research 

Organisation (ISRO) and adviser to its space science programme, said that the organisation was yet 

to receive approval from the Union government for the Venus mission and that the mission could as a 

result be postponed to 2031. 

About Shukrayaan I 

• After sending missions to the Moon and Mars, ISRO is now readying a spacecraft to orbit Venus 

to study what lies below the surface of the hottest planet in the solar system and also unravel the 

mysteries under the sulfuric acid clouds enveloping it. 

• Among the experiments planned include investigation of the 

surface processes and shallow sub-surface stratigraphy, 

including active volcanic hotspots and lava flows, studying the 

structure, composition and dynamics of the atmosphere and 

investigation of solar wind interaction with Venusian 

Ionosphere. 

• The mission will also bring an instrument to Venus to examine the planet’s atmosphere in infrared, 

ultraviolet, and submillimeter wavelengths. 

• It will give insight into the evolution of Earth-like planets and the atmospheric conditions. 

• It will also aim to provide a futuristic vision of how climate change can have a massive impact on 

a planet. 

• The initial elliptical orbit around Venus is expected to have 500 km at periapsis and 60,000 km at 

apoapsis. 

• Sweden is getting on board India’s Venus orbiter mission ‘Shukrayaan’ with a scientific instrument 

to explore the planet. 

Previous Venus Missions 

• Venus was the first planet to be explored by a spacecraft when NASA’s Mariner 2 successfully 

flew by and scanned it on Dec. 14, 1962. 

• Since then, numerous spacecraft from the U.S. and other space agencies have explored Venus, 

including NASA’s Magellan. 

• Soviet spacecraft VENERA made the most successful landings on the surface of Venus to date, 

but they didn’t survive long due to the extreme heat and crushing pressure. 

• Other successful Flyby Venus missions by NASA were Galileo (1989), Cassini (1997), and 

Messenger (2004). 

• More recent Venus missions include ESA’s Venus Express (which orbited from 2006 until 2016) 

and Japan’s Akatsuki Venus Climate Orbiter (orbiting since 2016). 

• NASA’s Parker Solar Probe has made multiple flybys of Venus. 



 
9 

• The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) announced two new robotic 

missions (DaVinci Plus and Veritas) to Venus. 

Planet Venus 

• Venus is the second planet from the Sun and is Earth’s closest planetary neighbor. 

•  It’s one of the four inner, terrestrial (or rocky) planets, and it’s often called Earth’s twin 

because it’s similar in size and density. 

• Venus has a thick, toxic atmosphere filled with carbon dioxide 

and it’s perpetually shrouded in thick, yellowish clouds of 

sulfuric acid that trap heat, causing a runaway greenhouse effect.  

• It’s the hottest planet in our solar system, even though Mercury 

is closer to the Sun. 

• Venus rotates on its axis backward, compared to most of the 

other planets in the solar system.  

• This means that, on Venus, the Sun rises in the west and sets in the east, opposite to what we 

experience on Earth. 

 

 

 


