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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Free Food Grains- National Food Security Act (NFSA) [Govt Policies & Interventions] 

Article: 81 cr. people to get free foodgrains for one year (Front Page) 

Context:  

The Union Cabinet on Friday decided to provide free foodgrains to all 81 crore beneficiaries covered 

under the National Food Security Act (NFSA) for one year.  

About the Scheme 

◼ The beneficiary families which used to pay ₹1 for coarse cereals, ₹2 for wheat and ₹3 for rice per 

kilogram will now get 35 kg of foodgrains a month free of cost for the next one year, and others 

will get five kilogram free each month till December 2023.  

◼ Under the Act, foodgrain is allocated at 5 kg per person per month for priority households 

category and at 35 kg per family per month for Antodaya Anna Yojna (AAY) families at highly 

subsidised prices of Re 1, Rs 2 and Rs 3 per kg for coarse cereals, wheat and rice, respectively. 

◼ The decision comes days ahead of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) 

ending on December 31, 2022. 

National Food Security Act (NFSA) 

• The National Food Security Act (also known as the 'Right to Food Act) is an Indian Parliament 

Act that aims to provide subsidized food grains to roughly two-thirds of the country's 1.2 billion 

people. 

• The act assigns joint responsibilities to the federal and state governments. 

• The act mandates the center with the responsibility of allocating and transporting food grains to 

designated depots in the states and UTs. 

• Furthermore, the center must provide central assistance to states/UTs for the distribution of 

food grains from authorized FCI godowns to the doorsteps of Fair Price Shops. 

• States and union territories are responsible for identifying eligible households, issuing ration 

cards, distributing foodgrain entitlements through fair price shops, licensing and monitoring 

Fair Price Shop (FPS) dealers, establishing an effective grievance redress mechanism, and 

strengthening the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS). 

• The National Food Security Act (2013) also includes provisions for Targeted Public 

Distribution System reforms, such as cash transfers for food entitlement provisioning. 

• Direct Benefit Transfer, which began in the union territories of Chandigarh and Puducherry, 

involves the cash equivalent of the subsidy being transferred directly into the bank accounts of 

eligible households. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2. Mission Mode Projects [Govt Projects & Initiatives] 

Article: CAG pulls up DRDO for delay in the completion of projects and failure to achieve key 

parameters (Page 9) 

Context:  

Assessing the Mission Mode (MM) projects of the Defence Research and Development Organisation 

(DRDO), the Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) has flagged time and cost overrun in 

completion of projects, irregular closure of projects declaring them successful despite non-

achievement of one or more key objectives and parameters, and taking up of new projects for realising 

the unachieved objectives of earlier closed projects declared as successful. 

About Mission Mode Projects 

◼ A mission mode project (MMP) is an individual project within the National e-Governance Plan 

(NeGP) that focuses on one aspect of electronic governance, such as banking, land records or 

commercial taxes etc.  

◼ Within NeGP 2.0, "mission mode" implies that projects have clearly defined objectives, scopes, 

and implementation timelines and milestones, as well as measurable outcomes and service levels. 

Components 

◼ Capacity building scheme - The scheme envisions  

o Establishment of Institutional Framework for State Level Strategic decision- making 

including setting-up of State e-Governance Mission Team (SeMT). 

o Imparting of specialized training, Orientation program for SeMTs and decision makers. 

o Setting up of a central Capacity Building Management Cell for coordination and 

implementation of the scheme.  

◼ Awareness and communication - The main objectives of the scheme are 

o Build NeGP as an umbrella brand 

o Create awareness about e-Governance services and service delivery points 

o Build ownership/ stake of implementers in NeGP  

◼ Impact and outcomes - Besides assessment of projects, DeitY also undertakes e-Readiness 

Assessment of States and Union Territories. 

◼ Standards and Policies - Standards in e-Governance are a high priority activity, which will help 

ensure sharing of information and seamless interoperability of data across e-Governance 

applications.  

About Mission Mode (MM) projects by DRDO 

◼ Mission Mode (MM) projects are taken up by DRDO as high-priority projects based on specific 

user requirements with a definite time frame for their completion.  

◼ These projects depend on technologies that are already available, proven and readily accessible 

within DRDO/India or from abroad at a short notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

3. Marital rape [Salient features of Indian Society, Structure, organization and functioning of 

the Executive and the Judiciary] 

Article: Back HC nod for marital rape trial: Karnataka to top court (The Indian Express, Dec 24) 

Context: 

At a time when the BJP-led government at the Centre is still to formulate its stand on petitions to 

recognise and criminalise marital rape, the party’s government in Karnataka has come out in support 

of a state High Court order which gave the go-ahead for prosecution of a man over allegations of 

rape levelled by his wife. 

About the News 

◼ Earlier the Supreme Court judgment expands the definition of rape to marital rape for the MTP 

Act and now, Karnataka High Court’s order which gave the go-ahead for prosecution of a man 

over allegations of rape levelled by his wife.  

◼ But, marital rape is still not criminalised. 

The Institution of Marriage 

◼ Marriage is a socially approved relationship between man and woman that binds each other into 

a permanent, official relation of husband and wife.  

◼ It is an important social institution that satisfies physical, social, psychological, cultural and 

economic needs of men and women.  

◼ According to the ancient scripture marriage is regarded as a socio-religious duty constituted to 

attain three important aims of life the dharma (duty), rati (sensual pleasure) and praja (progeny). 

◼ It is the only social institution where the sexual gratification is ensured along with social and 

cultural mechanism for the continuation of the family. 

Concept behind marriages in Indian Subcontinent or in the Indian Society 

◼ Arranged marriages have been part of the Indian culture since the fourth century.  

◼ Many consider the practice a central fabric of Indian society, reinforcing the social, economic, 

geographic, and the historic significance of India. 

◼ In most cases marriage is treated as an alliance between two families rather than a union between 

two individuals. 

◼ The Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929-1978 states that the legal age for marriage is 18 for 

females, and 21 for males,with most females being married by 24 and most males being married 

by their late twenties. 

◼ However, many children, age 15 and 16 are married within a cultural context, with these 

marriages being neither void or voidable under Hindu or Muslim religious law, as long as the 

marriage is not consummated until the legal age of 18 for females and 21 for males. 

Marital Rape Immunity 

◼ Marital rape immunity is known to several post-colonial common law countries.  

◼ It is premised on broadly two assumptions: 

o CONSENT IN PERPETUITY: This is the assumption that on marriage a woman gives 

consent held by her husband in perpetuity which she cannot retract. This concept in the 

colonial-era law has roots in the antiquated idea that a woman is the property of her man. 

o EXPECTATION OF SEX: This is the assumption that a woman is duty-bound or is 

obligated to fulfil sexual responsibilities in a marriage since the aim of marriage is 



 

procreation. Since the husband has a reasonable expectation of sex in a marriage, the 

provision implies that a woman cannot deny it. 

◼ Marital rape immunity stands against the light of the right to equality, the right to life with dignity, 

personhood, sexual, and personal autonomy — all fundamental rights protected under Articles 

14, 19 and 21 of the Constitution respectively.  

◼ The question before the court is, in fact, to what end or reason the law can validate the 

encroachment of these rights. 

“Doctrine of Coverture”, Article 14 and Article 21 of the Indian Constitution 

• Non-Criminalised nature of Marital rape emanates from the British era.  

• The Marital rape largely influenced by and derived from this doctrine of merging the woman’s 

identity with that of her husband. 

• At the time the IPC was drafted in the 1860s, a married woman was not considered an 

independent legal entity. 

• The marital exception to the IPC’s definition of rape was drafted on the basis of Victorian 

patriarchal norms that did not recognize men and women as equals, did not allow married 

women to own property, and merged the identities of husband and wife under the “Doctrine 

of Coverture.” 

Violative of Article 14 

• Marital rape violates the right to equality enshrined in Article 14 of the Indian constitution. 

• The Exception creates two classes of women based on their marital status and immunizes 

actions perpetrated by men against their wives. 

• In doing so, the Exception makes possible the victimization of married women for no reason 

other than their marital status while protecting unmarried women from those same acts. 

Violative of Article 21 

• According to creative interpretation by the Supreme Court, rights enshrined in Article 

21 include the rights to health, privacy, dignity, safe living conditions, and safe environment, 

among others 

• In the State of Karnataka v. Krishnappa, the Supreme Court held that sexual violence apart 

from being a dehumanizing act is an unlawful intrusion of the right to privacy and sanctity of 

a female. 

o In the same judgment, it held that non-consensual sexual intercourse amounts to physical 

and sexual violence. 

• In the Suchita Srivastava v. Chandigarh Administration, the Supreme Court equated the 

right to make choices related to sexual activity with rights to personal liberty, privacy, dignity, 

and bodily integrity under Article 21 of the Constitution. 

• In Justice K.S. Puttuswamy (Retd.) v. Union of India, the Supreme Court recognized the 

right to privacy as a fundamental right of all citizens. 

• The right to privacy includes “decisional privacy reflected by an ability to make intimate 

decisions primarily consisting of one’s sexual or procreative nature and decisions in respect of 

intimate relations. 

• In all these judgements the Supreme Court has recognized the right to abstain from sexual 

activity for all women, irrespective of their marital status, as a fundamental right conferred by 

Article 21 of the Constitution. 

• Therefore, forced sexual cohabitation is a violation of the fundamental right under article 21. 



 

 

 

 

Exception 2 to Section 375 of Indian Penal Code 

• IPC Section 375 defines rape and lists seven notions of consent that, if vitiated, would constitute 

the offence of rape by a man.  

• The crucial exemption: “Sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a man with his own wife, the wife 

not being under eighteen years of age, is not rape.” 

• This exemption essentially allows a marital right to a “husband”, who can with legal sanction 

exercise his right to consensual or non-consensual sex with his “wife”.  

• This exemption is being challenged as unconstitutional as it undermines consent of a woman 

based on her marital status. 

Government’s stand on Marital 

Rape 

◼ In an affidavit, the Centre 

defended marital rape 

immunity.  

◼ The government’s arguments 

spanned from protecting men 

from possible misuse of the law 

by wives, to protecting the 

institution of marriage.  

◼ However, Solicitor General 

Tushar Mehta also told the 

court that wider deliberations 

are required on the issue.  

◼ He brought to the court’s notice 

a 2019 committee set up by the 

Ministry of Home Affairs to 

review criminal laws in the 

country. 

◼ The Delhi government too has 

defended the law on the ground 

that married women who might be subjected to rape by their husbands have other legal recourses 

such as filing for divorce or a case of domestic violence.  

◼ The government has also said that since the law on restitution of conjugal rights, a provision in 

the Hindu Marriage Act that allows a court to compel a spouse to cohabit with the husband, is 

valid, so is the exception to marital rape, by extension.  

◼ However, restitution of conjugal rights is a provision in personal laws and not in penal laws and 

even that provision is currently under challenge before the Supreme Court. 

◼ In the past, as in the cases challenging homosexuality under Section 377, governments have 

preferred continuity and showed reluctance in doing away with such provisions. 

◼ In 2013, the J S Verma Committee, set up to look into criminal law reforms following the brutal 

gangrape and murder of a 23-year-old paramedic in Delhi in 2012, had recommended removing 

the marital rape exception.  



 

◼ Although it implemented several key progressive recommendations by the committee, the 

Congress-led government did not change the law on marital rape. 

 

 Law Commission of India’s Stand on Marital Rape 

◼ The Law Commission of India in its 172nd Report considered the issue of marital rape, but chose 

to ignore the voices that demanded the deletion of Exception 2 to s. 375 IPC on the ground that “it 

may lead to excessive interference with marital relationship” and may destroy the institution of 

marriage. 

Criminalization of Marital Rape in other Countries 

◼ In UK, the marital rape exception was overturned by the House of Lords in 1991.  

◼ Canada (1983), South Africa (1993), Australia (1981 onwards) enacted laws that criminalise 

marital rape. 

4. Drone Industry in India [Technology: Drones] 

Article: Drone insurance is taking off. What does the policy cover? (The Indian Express, Dec 24) 

Context: 

The nascent drone insurance market in India is seeing a flurry of activity. After HDFC Ergo, ICICI 

Lombard, Bajaj Allianz, and Tata AIG, public sector New India Assurance has launched its 

unmanned aircraft system insurance. 

About Drone market in India 

◼ A recent EY – FICCI report, ‘Making India the drone hub of the world,’ indicated that drones and 

allied component industries can boost India’s manufacturing potential by approximately $23 

billion by 2030.  

◼ The report emphasised the need for innovative and competitive manufacturing capabilities and a 

strong action plan to help India become a global hub for drone manufacturing by 2030. 

◼ It also highlighted the importance of generating a strong demand, increasing manufacturing, 

drawing investments and facilitating exports. 

Regulations in the sector 

◼ The Director General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) initially offered coverage to drones within a 

visual line of sight (VLOS) and during the day. However, the regulator changed the guidelines to 

offer coverage beyond VLOS.  

◼ Insurance regulator IRDAI asked insurers to offer drone insurance coverage in February 2021. 

◼ Globally, drones are classified as ‘aircraft’ and aviation regulators have stepped in to regulate the 

sector.  

◼ The Government of India has brought in policies (Drone Policy 1.0, 2018 and Drone Policy 2.0, 

2019) which nudged the DGCA to come out with Regulations – Civil Aviation Regulation CAR 

1.0, 2018 and recently, Draft Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Systems, 2020. 

5. iNCOVACC [Vaccines] 

Article: Bharat Biotech’s nasal COVID vaccine available as booster (Front Page) 

Context: 

With the threat of COVID-19 resurfacing and India ramping up health surveillance measures, Health 

Minister Mansukh Mandaviya said on Friday that a vaccine, which could be administered as nasal 

drops, would henceforth be available for public use. 

About iNCOVACC 



 

◼ Bharat Biotech Incovacc is a "recombinant replication deficient adenovirus vectored vaccine with 

a pre-fusion stabilized spike protein."  

◼ It stimulates a broad immune response – neutralizing IgG, mucosal IgA, and T cell responses, it 

says.  

◼ It also triggers immune responses at the site of infection (in the nasal mucosa) – essential for 

blocking both infection and transmission of Covid-19. 

Advantages of intra-nasal vaccines: 

◼ The nasal route has excellent potential for vaccination due to the organized immune systems of 

the nasal mucosa. 

◼ The delivery process is non-invasive and needle-free. 

◼ It thus eliminates needle-associated risks like injuries and infections. 

◼ Due to simple delivery mechanism, it does not require trained health care workers. 

 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

6. Joynagar Moa [GI Tag] 

Article: All is well for moa makers this winter (Page 10) 

Context: 

With an extension on the GI tag and more makers under the purview 

of the Society, this year’s business is expected to be worth ₹30 crore; 

export of the sweet is moving to newer markets too 

About Joynagar Moa 

◼ The moa is a popped-rice ball held together with fresh date-palm 

jaggery, extracted from the beginning of December till the end of 

February.  

◼ Its manufacture is so synonymous with Joynagar, a settlement on the outskirts of Kolkata, that it 

earned the Geographical Indication tag of Joynagar Moa in 2015. 

◼ Jaynagarer Moa was given a Geographical Indication tag in 2015 which will enable the product 

to be protected from unauthorized uses and piracy. 

• Twenty two products from Bengal have got GI tags. 

• They include Darjeeling tea (2004), Laxman Bhog Mango (2008), Khirsapati (Himsagar) 

mango (2008), Fazli mango of Malda (2008), Nakshi Kantha (2008), Santiniketan leather goods 

(2008), Santipur saree (2009), Baluchari saree (2012), Dhaniakhali saree (2012), Joynagar Moa 

(2015), Sitabhog of Bardhaman (2017), Mihidana of Bardhaman (2017), Rasogolla (2017), 

Tulaipanji rice (2017), Govindabhog rice (2017), terracota craft of Bankura Panchpura (2018), 

Dokra (2018), Patachitra (2018), Chau mask of Purulia (2018), wooden mask of Kushmandi 

(2018), Madurkathi (2018) and Dalle Khursani chillies (2021). 

 

7. Benin Bronzes [Art works in News] 

Article: A short history of the looted Benin Bronzes, 20 of which Germany has returned to Nigeria 

(The Indian Express, Dec 24) 

Context: 

Germany has returned 20 Benin Bronzes that were looted in the 19th century to Nigeria at a ceremony 

that was held in Abuja, the country’s capital, earlier this week, western media reported. 

About Benin Bronzes 



 

◼ From intricately decorated cast plaques to animal and human 

figurines, the Benin Bronzes are a group of over 3,000 sculptures 

and artworks from the ancient Kingdom of Benin in present-day 

Nigeria, which dates back to at least the 16th century.  

◼ These historical pieces were looted by British colonial forces 

during their infamous raid on Benin City in 1897. 

◼ Several of these pieces had been specially commissioned for the 

kings or Obas, and Queen Mothers of the kingdom.  

◼ These artefacts provide insight into the culture of the Benin 

Kingdom as well as its relationships with neighbouring states.  

◼ Some of these pieces also point to the kingdom’s relationship with Europeans. 

◼ The 20 Benin Bronzes returned by Germany on Tuesday include an 18th-century throne stool and 

a sculpture commemorating a Benin Oba (king).  

Other looted artefacts have countries demanded to be returned 

• There have been repeated demands for the return of the Koh-i-Noor diamond, one of the 

largest and perhaps the most storied diamonds in the world, which was taken away by the 

British East India Company in 1849 and is now part of the British crown jewels. 

• The other well-known example is the Rosetta Stone.  

o Currently displayed at the British Museum, it is an ancient Egyptian stone that features the 

inscriptions that formed the basis of Egyptology itself.  

o The stone was discovered by the army of Napoleon Bonaparte near the town of Rashid 

(Rosetta) in 1799 during the emperor’s campaign to conquer Egypt.  

o It was passed on to the British after they defeated the French in 1801. 

 

 

 

 


