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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Kashi-Tamil Sangamam [Art & Culture] 

Article: Modi to inaugurate Kashi-Tamil meet in Varanasi today (Page 10) 

Context:  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will formally inaugurate the month-long Kashi-Tamil Sangamam in 

Varanasi on Saturday. The 30-day event aimed at rediscovering centuries-old bond of knowledge and 

ancient civilisational linkage between the country’s north and south will give a glimpse of the 

Dravidian culture and the cuisine and music of Tamil Nadu to the people of Uttar Pradesh. 

About Kashi-Tamil Sangamam 

✓ The month-long Kashi Tamil Sangamam, which began in Varanasi, will celebrate the many 

aspects of the historical and civilisational connection 

between India’s North and South.  

✓ Some 2,400 people from Tamil Nadu will be taken to 

Varanasi in groups for visits that will last eight days and will 

include, besides an immersive local experience, trips to 

Ayodhya and Prayagraj. 

✓ The broader objective is to bring the two knowledge and 

cultural traditions (of the North and South) closer, create an 

understanding of our shared heritage and deepen the people-to-people bond between the regions. 

✓ This is in sync with the National Education Policy, 2020 which emphasises “on nurturing a 

generation that is modern and in sync with the 21st-century mindset, while being rooted in the 

Indian culture and ethos”. 

✓ BHU and IIT-Madras are knowledge partners for the event, and the Ministries of Culture, 

Tourism, Railways, Textiles and Food Processing have been roped in as stakeholders, besides the 

government of Uttar Pradesh and the Varanasi administration. 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. The Digital Personal Data Protection Bill, 2022 [Acts in News] 

Article: Draft digital data protection Bill tabled for comments (Front Page) 

Context:  

The Centre’s significantly shortened and revised draft Bill on personal data protection proposes a 

hefty increase in penalty amounts up to ₹500 crore, while also easing rules on cross-border data 

flows, in a big relief for large tech firms. The revised draft — now called The Digital Personal Data 

Protection Bill, 2022 — comes just over three months after its earlier avatar was withdrawn from 

Parliament by the Central government. 

About The Digital Personal Data Protection Bill, 2022 

✓ The bill is supposed to outline the rights and duties of ‘digital nagriks’ or citizens while laying 

out the process and rules for data collection when it comes to companies. 

✓ The bill also imposes heavy penalties for violations of any provisions of the legislation which will 

be decided by the Data Protection Board of India– as established by the new law.  

✓ However, orders of the board can be challenged in a High Court. 

Data Bill based on seven principles 

✓ According to an explanatory note for the bill, it is based on seven principles.  

✓ The first is that “usage of personal data by organisations must be done in a manner that is lawful, 

fair to the individuals concerned and transparent to individuals.” 



 

✓ The second principle states that personal data must only be used for the purposes for which it was 

collected. 

✓ This third principle talks of data minimisation, while the fourth puts an emphasis on data accuracy 

when it comes to collection. 

✓ The fifth principle talks of how personal data that is collected cannot be “stored perpetually by 

default,” and storage should be limited to a fixed duration. 

✓ The sixth principle notes that there should be reasonable safeguards to ensure there is “no 

unauthorised collection or processing of personal data.” 

✓ Finally, the seventh principle “is that the person who decides the purpose and means of the 

processing of personal data should be accountable for such processing.” 

Data Principal and Data Fiduciary 

✓ The bill uses the term “Data Principal” to denote the individual whose data is being collected. 

✓ The term “Data Fiduciary” the entity (can be an individual, company, firm, state etc), which 

decides the “purpose and means of the processing of an individual’s personal data.” 

✓ The law also makes a recognition that in the case of children –defined as all users under the age 

of 18— their parents or lawful guardians will be considered their ‘Data Principals.’ 

✓ The bill also ensures that individuals should be able to “access basic information” in languages 

specified in the eighth schedule of the Indian Constitution. 

Cross-border data transfer 

✓ The bill also allows for cross-border storage and transfer of data to “certain notified countries and 

territories.”  

✓ However, an assessment of relevant factors by the Central Government would precede such a 

notification. 

3. Aadhaar Card [Govt Policies & Interventions] 

Article: Aadhaar norms for prisoners simplified; Home Ministry calls for camps at all prisons for 

enrolment or update (Page 9) 

Context:  

To cover prison inmates across the country, the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has 

agreed to accept the Prisoner Induction Document as a valid document for Aadhaar enrolment or 

update.  

About Aadhaar Card 

✓ Aadhaar is a 12 digit individual identification number which serves as proof of identity and proof 

of address for residents of India. 

✓ It is issued by the Unique Identification Authority of India on behalf of the Government of India. 

✓ The number serves as a proof of identity and address, anywhere in India.  

✓ Any individual, irrespective of age and gender, who is a resident in India and satisfies the 

verification process laid down by the UIDAI can enrol for Aadhaar. 

✓ Aadhaar number is unique for each individual and will remain valid for life time.  

✓ Aadhaar number will help the residents to avail various services provided by banking, mobile 

phone connections and other Govt and Non-Govt services in due course. 

✓ It is a random number generated, devoid of any classification based on caste, creed, religion and 

geography. 

 

 



 

Masked Aadhaar 

✓ Masking an aadhaar number means replacing the first eight digits with some characters like 

"xxxx-xxxx" while only the last four digits of the original number are visible. 

Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) 

▪ The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is a statutory authority established under 

the provisions of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits 

and Services) Act, 2016 (“Aadhaar Act 2016”) on 12 July 2016 by the Government of India, 

under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). 

▪ UIDAI aims to establish a digital infrastructure in the country by providing each resident of the 

country with a unique identification number 

▪ Under the Aadhaar Act 2016, UIDAI is responsible for Aadhaar enrolment and authentication, 

including operation and management of all stages of Aadhaar life cycle, developing the policy, 

procedure, and system for issuing Aadhaar numbers to individuals and perform authentication 

and the security of identity information and authentication records of individuals. 

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

4. Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) [Economy: Growth & Development] 

Article: Boost investments in smart tech, AIIB urged (Page 12) 

Context: 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Friday asked the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

(AIIB) to scale up investment in renewal energy and smart technologies and also urged the 

multilateral agency to set up a regional office in India. 

About Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) 

✓ The Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is a new international development 

bank that provides financing for infrastructure projects in Asia.  

✓ It began operations in January 2016. 

✓ Its mission is to improve social and economic outcomes in its region, Asia, and beyond. 

✓ The bank's priorities are projects that promote sustainable Infrastructure and to support countries 

that are striving to meet environmental and development goals.  

✓ The bank funds projects linking countries in the region and cross-border infrastructure projects 

for roads, rail, ports, energy pipelines and telecoms across Central Asia and maritime routes in 

South East and South Asia and the Middle East.  

✓ The bank's priorities also include private capital mobilization and encouraging partnerships that 

stimulate private capital investment such as those with other multilateral development 

banks, governments, and private financiers. 

✓ The bank is headed by a Board of Governors composed of one Governor and one Alternate 

Governor appointed by each of the 86 member countries. 

✓ The bank staff is headed by a President who is elected by AIIB shareholders for a five-year term 

and is eligible for re-election once.  

✓ Headquarters: Beijing, China. 

 

 



 

5. Mission Prarambh & Vikram-S [Space Technology] 

Article: India’s first private rocket lifts off from ISRO spaceport (Page 5) 

Context: 

It was a historic moment when Vikram-S, India’s first privately-developed rocket, lifted off precisely 

at 11.30 a.m. on Friday from Indian Space Research Organisation’s (ISRO) launchpad in 

Sriharikota.  

About Vikram-S 

✓ India’s first privately developed launch vehicle, Vikram-S, blasted off on its maiden flight from 

the Indian Space Research Organisation’s (ISRO’s) Sriharikota spaceport on Friday (November 

18).  

✓ The mission, named Prarambh, or ‘the beginning’, marks the 

Indian private sector’s first foray into the promising space launch 

market.  

✓ The rocket has been developed by Hyderabad-based Skyroot 

Aerospace, a company that was started in 2018.  

✓ It is called Vikram-S. It is named after Vikram Sarabhai, the 

founder of India’s space programme. 

✓ The company is designing three Vikram rockets that will use 

various solid and cryogenic fuels.  

✓ The engine used in the launch vehicle is named after former president Dr A P J Abdul Kalam.  

✓ The performance of the ‘Kalam-80’ will be one of the key areas that the company will monitor 

during the flight of Vikram-S. 

✓ Vikram-S will carry three satellites, including one by SpaceKidz India called FunSat, parts of 

which were developed by school students.  

6. Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) [Defence Technology] 

Article: N. Korea’s ICBM, with range to strike entire U.S., lands near Japan’s waters (Page 11) 

Context: 

North Korea fired an Intercontinental Ballistic Missile that landed near Japanese waters on Friday 

in its second major weapons test this month that showed a potential ability to launch nuclear strikes 

on all of the U.S. mainland.  

About Intercontinental Ballistic Missile (ICBM) 

✓ An intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) is a missile with a minimum range of 5,500 

kilometres, primarily designed for nuclear weapons delivery 

(delivering one or more thermonuclear warheads).  

✓ Similarly, conventional, chemical, and biological weapons 

can also be delivered with varying effectiveness, but have 

never been deployed on ICBMs.  

✓ Most modern designs support multiple independently 

targetable re-entry vehicles (MIRVs), allowing a single 

missile to carry several warheads, each of which can strike a different target.  

✓ India, Russia, the United States, North Korea, China, Israel, the United Kingdom and France are 

the only countries that have ICBMs. 

✓ Agni-V is a solid fuelled intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) developed by Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) of India. 



 

✓ Agni-VI is an intercontinental ballistic missile reported to be in the early stages of development 

by India and is being developed by the Defence Research and Development Organisation. It is to 

be the latest and most advanced version among the Agni missile program. It will be capable of 

being launched from submarines as well as from land, and will have a strike-range of 8,000–

10,000 km with MIRVed warheads. 

North Korea’s Hwasong-17 

▪ The Hwasong-17 is nuclear-armed North Korea’s biggest missile yet, and is the largest road-

mobile, liquid-fuelled ICBM in the world. 

▪ The missile launched on Friday flew nearly 1,000 km (621 miles) for about 69 minutes and 

reached a maximum altitude of 6,041 km. 

 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

7. Battle of Rezang La [Important Days] 

Article: The story of the Battle of Rezang La, one of the few bright spots from the 1962 war with 

China (Nov 18, The Indian Express) 

Context: 

November 18, 2022, is the 60th anniversary of the Battle of Rezang La, one of the few bright spots 

in the War of 1962 with China.  

About Battle of Rezang La 

✓ The place is a massive 16,000-foot-high feature in the narrow gap between the even higher 

mountains surrounding the strategic village of Chushul and the Spanggur Lake that stretches 

across both Indian and Chinese territories.  

✓ Rezang La is, therefore, vital for the defence of the crucially important Chushul.  

✓ On that day, 13 Kumaon’s C Company made their heroic last stand against the Chinese army in 

the high Himalayas of Ladakh, warding off a very significant threat and, in the process, writing a 

glorious chapter in India’s military history. 

 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

Office of Governor 

The Governor is under the Constitution, not above it (Page 6, Editorial) 

 

 
No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair 

Date 

1 National Pension System (NPS) Punjab govt. nod for old pension 

scheme (Front Page) 

17 October 2022 

2 No Money for Terror (NMFT) 

Conference 

Some countries support terror as a 

policy: Modi (Front Page) 

16 November 2022 

 



 

 


