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ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 

Daily Current Affairs Question Practice 

Q. With reference to the “National Emergency” in India, consider the following statements: 

1. The proclamation of National Emergency does not require parliamentary approval in India. 

2. The President can proclaim a national emergency only after receiving a written 

recommendation from the cabinet. 

3. A proclamation of national emergency may be applicable to the entire country or only a 

part of it. 

4. The declaration of a National Emergency immune from the judicial review. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 4 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

NOTE:  

▪ Answer and the explanation will be provided in the next day's news analysis. 

▪ Please follow our ‘ACS’ Telegram channel to get the daily news analysis (IAS-Academy of 

Civil Services) 

 

GS 1: ART AND CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Heatwaves [Geography- Climatology] 

Article: The sweltering heat wave across Europe (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

Large swathes of Europe, the U.K. and the U.S. are sweltering under extreme heat wave conditions. 

Devastation due to extreme weather has been particularly acute in western Europe, which has been hit 

by raging wildfires, drought, and hundreds of heat-related deaths, ringing alarm bells about a looming 

climate emergency. 

About Heatwaves 

• Heat wave is a condition of air temperature which becomes fatal to human body when exposed.  

• Quantitatively, it is defined based on the temperature thresholds over a region in terms of actual 

temperature or its departure from normal.  

• A region is considered to be under the grip of a heatwave if the maximum temperature reaches at 

least 40 degrees Celsius or more in the plains and at least 30 degrees or more in the hilly 

regions.  

• When the maximum temperature is 4.5 to 6 degrees above average, the IMD declares a 

heatwave. 

• A severe heatwave is declared when the recorded maximum temperature is over 6.4 degrees from 

normal. 

• Heat Wave: When actual maximum temperature ≥ 450C  

• Severe Heat Wave: When actual maximum temperature ≥470C 

• If above criteria met at least in 2 stations in a Meteorological sub-division for at least two 

consecutive days and it declared on the second day.  

21st July, 2022  
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• For coastal regions when maximum temperature departure is 4.50C or more from normal, Heat 

Wave may be described provided actual maximum temperature is 370C or more.  

• In India heat wave is occurring mainly during March to June and in some rare cases even in July.  

• The peak month of the heat wave over India is May.  

• Heat wave generally occurs over plains of northwest India, Central, East & north Peninsular India 

during March to June.  

• It covers Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha, Madhya 

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat, parts of Maharashtra & Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Telengana. 

Sometimes it occurs over Tamilnadu & Kerala also.  

• However, maximum temperatures more than 45°C observed mainly over Rajasthan and Vidarbha 

region in month of May.  

Favourable conditions for Heat wave  

• Transportation / Prevalence of hot dry air over a region (There should be a region of warm dry 

air and appropriate flow pattern for transporting hot air over the region)  

• Absence of moisture in the upper atmosphere (As the presence of moisture restricts the 

temperature rise).  

• The sky should be practically cloudless (To allow maximum insulation over the region).  

• Large amplitude anti-cyclonic flow over the area.  

• Heat waves generally develop over Northwest India and spread gradually eastwards & southwards 

but not westwards (since the prevailing winds during the season are westerly to northwesterly). 

But on some occasions, heat wave may also develop over any region in situ under the favorable 

conditions.  

• India Meteorological Department issues colour code impact based heat warning jointly with 

National Disaster Management Authority.  

Heat index  

• The heat index is the combination of air temperature and relative humidity, it measure of how hot 

it really feels when relative humidity is factored in with the actual air temperature (Green, Yellow, 

Orange & Red alerts). 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. Nord Stream 1 Pipeline [IR- Energy Sector] 

Article: After Putin’s fresh warning, EU tells members to cut gas usage (Page 13) 

Context 

The European Union told members states on Wednesday to cut gas usage by 15% until March as part 

of an emergency plan after President Vladimir Putin warned that Russian supplies sent via the biggest 

pipeline to Europe could be reduced further. 

About Nord Stream 1 Pipeline 

• Nord Stream 1 is a 1,224 km underwater gas pipeline that runs from Vyborg in northwest Russia 

to Lubmin in northeastern Germany via the Baltic Sea.  

• Majority owned by the Russian energy giant Gazprom, the pipeline is the primary route through 

which its gas enters Germany, as reported by Reuters. 

• It transports 55 billion cubic metres of gas a year, of which most goes directly to Germany, while 

the rest travels west and southwards through onshore links to other countries and into storage 

caverns. 
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• Germany was Russia’s biggest European gas consumer, and most of it comes through the Nord 

Stream Pipeline.  

• Its share of Russian gas supplies was 55% in 2021. 

3. NEET Exemption Bill [Govt Policies- Social Sector] 

Article: The NEET conundrum and Tamil Nadu’s steadfast opposition (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

The mandatory National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) for admission to undergraduate and 

postgraduate medical degree courses was introduced across the country based on a Supreme Court 

ruling in 2016. The Tamil Nadu government vociferously opposed the entrance test from the beginning 

and initially got exemption from NEET-based admissions. However, in August 2017, the Supreme 

Court refused to grant further exemption to the State. The legal fight against NEET continues to this 

day. 

Background 

• The National Eligibility Entrance Test (NEET), formerly the All India Pre-Medical Test (AIPMT), 

is the qualifying test for MBBS and BDS programmes in Indian medical and dental colleges. It is 

conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA) 

• The Supreme Court in Christian Medical College, Vellore Association Vs. Union of India (2020) 

also has comprehensively examined the issue especially from the social justice perspective and 

upheld NEET as it prevents economic exploitation of poor students and is in furtherance of social 

justice. 

Why the Bill was introduced 

• The Bill sought to provide admission to medical courses on the basis of marks in Class XII Board 

examination, a system followed in Tamil Nadu before the implementation of NEET in 2017.  

• The Bill stated that medical courses were traceable to entry 25 of List III, Schedule VII of the 

Constitution, thereby making the state government a competent authority to regulate admissions 

for the underprivileged social groups. 

• The Bill was passed by the state Assembly in September 2021.  

• Almost all parties in the state had supported it, including main opposition AIADMK, 

with BJP being the only party to stage a walkout during its introduction in the House. 

• Arguing that NEET was against the equality clause enshrined in the Constitution, the Bill stated, 

“It [NEET] festers inequality, as it favours the rich and the more privileged class of society, who 

are able to afford special coaching apart from pursuing Class XII.  

• It virtually barricades the underprivileged social groups from medical and dental education.” 

• It also raised concerns that students from the affluent class do not serve in rural areas after medical 

UG programmes and often pursue postgraduate courses abroad, leading to a decline in the number 

of serving doctors in the state. 

Challenges ahead 

• Since it challenges a central law, it cannot come into force until and unless approved by the 

President of India. 

Can states refuse to implement Central laws? 

• Usually, when a state wants to amend a Central law made under one of the items in the concurrent 

list, it needs the clearance of the Centre. 

• When a state law contradicts a Central law on the same subject, the law passed by Parliament 

prevails. 
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• But, Constitution provides that whenever a State feels that its legal rights are under threat or have 

been violated, it can take the “dispute” to the Supreme Court.  

• Article 131 of the Constitution provides exclusive jurisdiction to the Supreme Court to adjudicate 

matters between the states and the Centre. 

• Article 254 (2) of the Constitution empowers state governments to pass legislations which negate 

the Central acts in the matters enumerated under the Concurrent List. 

o A state legislation passed under Article 254 (2) requires the assent of the President of India. 

Why has the Constitution envisaged such an arrangement? 

• This is an arrangement envisaged as most Parliament laws apply to the whole of India and states 

amending the Central laws indiscriminately could lead to inconsistencies in different regions on 

the application of the same law.  

• In matters of trade and commerce, this could especially pose serious problems. 

4. PM-KISAN Scheme [Govt Policies & Interventions] 

Article: Funds for farmers (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

21,924 In ₹ crore, the amount transferred into the bank accounts of 10.26 crore eligible farmers under 

the PM-KISAN scheme in this fiscal so far. 

About Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme 

• The Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi Yojana (PM-Kisan Yojana) is a government scheme 

through which, all small and marginal farmers will get up to Rs 6,000 per year as minimum income 

support.  

• This 75,000-crore scheme aims to cover 125 million farmers, irrespective of the size of their 

landholding in India. 

• The scheme defines family as husband, wife and minor children.  

• The fund of Rs 2,000 is directly transferred to the bank accounts of the farmers/farmer's family. 

Who is eligible for PM Kisan scheme? 

• Landholding farmers’ families with cultivable landholding in their names can apply under this 

scheme 

• Farmers from both the urban and rural areas 

• Small and marginal farmers families 

5. India Vietnam Relations [IR- Bilateral Relationship] 

Article: India-Vietnam ties, from strong to stronger (Page 6) 

Context 

India and Vietnam are celebrating the 50th anniversary of their diplomatic relations. As New Delhi 

pursues its ‘Act East Policy’, Hanoi has become a valuable partner in the Indo-Pacific region. 

About Significance of India-Vietnam ties 

• India is essentially a maritime nation and the oceans hold the key to India’s future.  

• India’s external trade (over 90% by volume and 70% by value) is by sea.  

• Very dependent on the seas for its trade and commerce, India has intensified its efforts to engage 

with maritime neighbours, including Vietnam. 

• India’s relations with Vietnam — some of which is based on a set of historical commonalities — 

predate any conflict between India and China as well as that between China and Vietnam.  
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• The strategic dimensions of Indo-Vietnamese relations, initiated during the 1980s, began unfolding 

in the form of structured and institutional arrangements during the 1990s.  

• As India pursues its ‘Act East Policy’, Vietnam has become a valuable partner in India’s political 

and security engagements in the Indo-Pacific region.  

• The two countries are working to address shared strategic concerns (such as energy security and 

open and secure sea lines of communication), and make policy choices without undue external 

interference.  

• Given India’s broadening economic and strategic interests in the region and Vietnam’s desire for 

strategic autonomy, both countries will benefit from a stronger bilateral relationship.  

• India and Vietnam face territorial disputes with and shared apprehensions about their common 

neighbour, China.  

• Vietnam is of great strategic importance because its position enables it to control ‘the South China 

Sea — a true Mediterranean of the Pacific’.  

• The maritime domain, therefore, has become an essential element of India and Vietnam 

cooperation. 

The driving forces 

• There are four key motivations behind India’s growing maritime engagement with Vietnam.  

1. India’s aspiration to counter an assertive China by strengthening Vietnam’s military power.  

2. With India’s increasing trade with East and Southeast Asia, India has begun to recognise the 

importance of its sea lines of communication beyond its geographical proximity; the South China 

Sea occupies a significant geostrategic and geo-economic position, resulting in India’s renewed 

interests in the South China Sea.  

3. India desires to intensify its presence to track potential developments in the maritime domain that 

could affect its national interests.  

4. The Indian Navy underlines the importance of a forward maritime presence and naval partnership 

that would be critical to deter potential adversaries.  

5. India’s maritime strategic interests in the region are well established, including the fact that 

almost 55% of India’s trade with the Indo-Pacific region passes through the South China Sea. 

• More importantly, India sees an open and stable maritime commons being essential to international 

trade and prosperity; therefore, it has an interest in protecting the sea lanes.  

• With this renewed interest in the maritime domain, freedom of navigation, a peaceful resolution of 

disputes and a respect for international laws have become salient features of the Indian approach.  

• India is willing to take a principled stand on territorial disputes in the hope that it contributes to the 

stabilisation of the Indo-Pacific.  

• Such positions align closely with Vietnam’s stance on the management of the South China Sea 

disputes. 

• Ever since the formal declaration of a strategic partnership in 2007 and Comprehensive Strategic 

Partnership in 2016, the scope and scale of the India-Vietnam strategic and defence cooperation, 

particularly in the maritime domain, is deepening with a clear vision, institutional mechanisms and 

the necessary political support from both governments.  

• The signing of ‘Joint Vision for Defence Cooperation’ and a memorandum of understanding on 

mutual logistics support in June 2022 has further strengthened mutual defence cooperation.  

• While a U.S.$100 million Defence Line of Credit has been implemented, India has also announced 

early finalisation of another U.S.$500 million Defence Line of Credit to enhance Vietnam’s 

defence capability.  
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• New Delhi has also agreed to expand military training and assist the Vietnam Navy’s strike 

capabilities.  

• India’s Defence Minister handed over 12 high-speed boats to Vietnam recently’ a Khukri-class 

corvette is also expected to be gifted soon.  

• Vietnam is also ‘exploring the possibility of acquiring Indian-manufactured surveillance 

equipment such as unmanned aerial vehicles’. 

Using frameworks 

• The two countries are also engaging in wide-ranging practical cooperation in the maritime domain 

through a maritime security dialogue, naval exercises, ship visits, Coast Guard cooperation, and 

training and capacity building.  

• They have found mutual convergences on cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region and are 

synergising their efforts to work in bilateral as well as other sub-regional and multilateral 

frameworks, such as the Indian Ocean Rim Association (IORA), the Bay of Bengal Initiative for 

Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC), the Mekong-Ganga 

Cooperation, ADMM-Plus or the ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting-Plus.  

• The Special Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-India Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 

in June 2022 has proposed an ASEAN-India Maritime Exercise and informal meeting between 

India and ASEAN Defence Ministers in November 2022.  

• Both countries are also looking at collaboration around the seven pillars of the Indo-Pacific Oceans 

Initiative (IPOI). 

• There are some other potential areas for New Delhi and Hanoi to further deepen collaboration, 

such as meaningful academic and cultural collaborations, shipbuilding, maritime connectivity, 

maritime education and research, coastal engineering, the blue economy, marine habitat 

conservation, and advance collaboration between maritime security agencies.  

• The IPOI framework presents immense opportunities for India-Vietnam relations to aid regional 

progress and peace.  

• The road map agreed upon by the leaders will be helpful in addressing common challenges and 

decisively navigating towards making an India-Vietnam partnership that helps in stability in the 

Indo-Pacific. 

6. FRESH framework [IR- Important Institutions] 

Article: Revamp India’s school health services (Page 6) 

Context 

As schools reopen, there is a need and an opportunity for States to look at a comprehensive package 

of services  

 About Focusing Resources on Effective School Health 

• UNESCO's Focusing Resources on Effective School Health (FRESH) framework presents a vision 

for collaboration between health and other sectors working on different aspects of human 

development such as safety from violence & crime, equity, inclusion, relief & development aid, 

social and sustainable development.  

• As the partnership continued its work, the focus on access to schooling, attendance and educational 

attainment increased.  

• The FRESH framework lists key components or "pillars" that are common to all of these 

approaches. 
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• These common components are ministry/agency/school policies, classroom and other forms of 

education/learning, health & other services, a safe, healthy physical environment and a positive 

social environment that includes student and parent involvement.  

• The FRESH framework also lists essential cross-cutting themes such as intersectoral partnerships, 

country ownership, child rights and participation, contextualization of programs/strategies and 

communiuty participation.  

• As well, the FRAMEWORK includes several topic/problem based themes or multi-intervention 

programs such as violence prevention, reducing risk from disasters, nutrition and many others.  

• Practical and realistic indicators of progress have been developed for the original 15 topics and 

more are being developed for new topics such as mental health, child abuse/exploitation, bullying 

and family violence.  

7. Tenth Schedule of the Constitution [Polity- Election & Parliament] 

Article: SC asks if Shinde faction’s dissent amounts to ‘split’ (Page 1) 

Context 

The Supreme Court on Wednesday queried about the “consequences” if the dissent of the faction led 

by Eknath Shinde, the Chief Minister of Maharashtra, amounted to a “split” from the original Shiv 

Sena, which was led by Uddhav Thackeray, even as it mulled over referring the bitter political tug-of-

war between the two factions to a Constitution Bench. 

About Tenth Schedule of the Constitution 

• The Tenth Schedule to the Constitution was added by the Fifty second Amendment Act 1985. 

• The purpose of this amendment was to prevent political defections motivated by the lure of office 

or other similar considerations from jeopardising the foundations of our democracy. 

• The grounds for disqualification are specified in the Tenth Schedule (Paragraph 2). 

o Members of a political party: A Member of Parliament or a State Legislature may be disqualified 

on the following grounds: 

▪ When he voluntarily resigns from his party or disobeys the direction of the party leadership 

on the ballot. 

▪ When not voting / abstaining according to party whip. 

▪ However, if the member has obtained prior permission from the party within 15 days of 

such voting or absence, the member will not be disqualified. 

o Independent Members: If a member is elected as an "Independent", he or she will be disqualified 

if they join a political party. 

o Nominated Members: Nominated members who were not members of the party can choose to 

join the party within six months. 

▪ Joining a political party after 6 months will lead to their disqualification. 

• According to Paragraph 6 of the Tenth Schedule, the order passed by the Speaker is final, but it 

can be subject to judicial review on four grounds: 

o mala fides, perversity, violation of constitutional mandate, and order passed in violation of 

natural justice. 
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GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

8.  Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) [Economy- Digital Currency] 

Article: ‘RBI to initiate CBDC in wholesale, retail sectors’ (Page 14) 

Context 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is in the process of implementing the Central Bank Digital Currency 

(CBDC) in a phased manner for wholesale and retail segments, an official said. 

What is a CBDC? 

• CBDC is a legal tender issued by a central bank in a digital form. It is similar to a fiat currency 

issued in paper and is interchangeable with any other fiat currency. 

Who will launch the CBDC? 

• The Reserve Bank of India will launch the CBDC from the upcoming financial year. This follows 

the government’s plans to launch the CBDC that will be backed by blockchain technology. 

How does Digital Rupee work 

• A CBDC is the digital form of fiat currency and will ease transactions.  

• An RBI report had earlier described CBDC as something that will provide a safe, robust, and 

convenient alternative to physical cash.  

• Depending on various design choices, it can also assume the complex form of a financial 

instrument, the RBI report said. 

How is CBDC different from cryptocurrency ? 

• A CBDC is not a private crypto currency.  

• It is a digital form of legal tender and private virtual currencies are entirely different.  

• Private virtual currencies are at substantial odds with the historical concept of money.  

• They are not commodities or claims on commodities as they have no intrinsic value. 

Need/benefits of CBDC 

• The goal is to provide users with convenience and security of digital as well as the regulated, 

reserve-backed circulation of the traditional banking system. 

• The announcement in the Budget essentially expresses the government’s intention on 

cryptocurrencies and other virtual currencies.  

• The RBI has on several occasions flagged concerns of money 

laundering, terror financing, tax evasion, etc with private 

cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin, Ether, etc and had planned to 

announce its own CBDC. 

• Introduction of Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) will 

give a big boost to the digital economy.  

• Digital currency will also lead to a more efficient and cheaper currency management system. 

• Digital Rupee can have many use case scenarios in real world such as programmable payments for 

subsidies and by financial institutions for faster lending and payments. 

• This can give impetus to government’s stress on cashless payments and positively change the 

banking scenario.  

• As the usage of the Digital Rupee increases, it could also benefit in things like cross-border 

remittances, an environment could be created for interoperability whereby faster real-time 

remittance occurs.  

• Overall the cost of transactions would reduce for the government and businesses 



 
11 

RBI's view on CBDC 

• Introduction of CBDC has the potential to provide significant benefits, such as reduced dependency 

on cash, higher seigniorage due to lower transaction costs and reduced settlement risk. 

• It will also possibly lead to a more robust, efficient, trusted, regulated and legal tender-based 

payments option, Sankar said. 

Risks associated with CBDCs, according to RBI 

• The availability of these currencies will make it easy for depositors to withdraw balances if there 

is stress on any bank. 

• "Flight of deposits can be much faster compared to cash withdrawal. 

• On the other hand, just the availability of CBDCs might reduce panic “runs” since depositors have 

knowledge that they can withdraw quickly.  

• One consequence could be that banks would be motivated to hold a larger level of liquidity, which 

could result in lower returns for commercial banks 

Government announced a 30% crypto tax. 

• The government announced taxing private digital assets at 30 per cent which is widely seen as 

indirect recognition to the existence of these instruments.  

• But, it doesn’t mean that these assets are legally recognised in the true sense.  

• There is a debate on this point. At the same time, CBDC may happen sooner, going by the 

indications available so far. 

9. Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) [Economy- Statutory Bodies] 

Article: Federal Bank ties up with CBDT for tax remittances (Page 14) 

Context 

Federal Bank has partnered with the Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) to assist taxpayers in 

making payments via the income tax e-filing portal.  

About Central Board of Direct Taxes (CBDT) 

• The Central Board of Direct Taxes is a statutory authority functioning under the Central Board of 

Revenue Act, 1963.  

• It is India’s official financial action task force unit. 

• The CBDT consists of a Chairman and  six Members. 

• It deals with matters related to levying and collecting Direct Taxes. 

• CBDT supervises the entire Income Tax Department. 

• It suggests legislative changes in Direct Tax Enactments and has role in formulation of various 

policies. 

• It also suggests changes in tax rates. 

• CBDT proposes changes in the taxation structure in line with the Government policies. 
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10. Kuno Palpur Wildlife Sanctuary [National Parks & Biosphere Reserves] 

Article: Cheetahs likely to arrive in Kuno before August 15 (Page 12) 

Context 

India came one step closer to bringing back the world’s fastest animal to the country with an agreement 

signed in Delhi on Wednesday between the Union government and the visiting Namibian Deputy 

Prime Minister and Minister of International Relations, Netumbo Nandi Ndaitwah. 

About Cheetah 

• Widely known as the planet’s fastest land animal, the Cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) is also the least 

dangerous big cat.  

• Cheetahs are listed as “Vulnerable” by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature 

(IUCN) Red List of Threatened Species, but after a recent study revealed significant population 

declines, scientists are calling for cheetahs to be uplisted to “Endangered.”  

• In North Africa and Asia, they are considered “Critically Endangered.” 

• Cheetah has been protected under Appendix I of  the Convention on International Trade in 

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) since 1 July 1975 which means commercial 

international trade in wild-sourced cheetah is prohibited. 

About Kuno National Park  

• Located in the Chambal region of Madhya Pradesh, the Kuno-Palpur National Park is spread over 

an area of 750 square kilometres.  

• It currently has leopards, jackals, spotted deer, sambhar, neelgai, chinkara, wild boar and the four-

horned antelope, a prey base ideal for felids.  

• The sanctuary was also chosen for the lion reintroduction project in 2013. 

• Kuno Palpur, therefore, was well on its way to become the only wildlife sanctuary in the world to 

host all four major cat species—lion, tiger, cheetah and leopard. 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

11. Aksai Chin [Place in News] 

Article: China mulling new highway via Aksai Chin (Page 1) 

Context 

China is planning to build another highway through Aksai Chin, running along the India border and 

connecting Xinjiang with Tibet, according to a newly released highway construction plan.  

About Aksai Chin 

• Aksai Chin is one of the two large disputed border areas 

between India and China.  

• India claims Aksai Chin as the easternmost part of the union 

territory of Ladakh.  

• China claims that Aksai Chin is part of the Xinjiang Uyghur 

Autonomous Region and Tibet Autonomous Region. 

• Most of it is in occupation of China, which captured the region during 1950s and consolidated its 

military grip over the area during the 1962 India-China war, rejecting all Indian attempts to settle 

border disputes peacefully. 

• It is a cold desert flatland that does not receive rain or snow. Mostly uninhabited, its water sources 

are the Karakash river and brackish lakes. 

• China occupied Aksai Chin claiming that it was part of ancient and medieval Chinese empire.  

• It is a convenient claim from an era when boundaries did not have the same sanctity as they do in 

the times of nation-states. 
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ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 
20th July, 2022 - Daily Current Affairs Question Practice - Answer & Explanation 

Q. Which of the following are the Favourable conditions for the Heat waves? 

1. Prevalence of hot dry air over a region. 

2. The presence of moisture in the upper atmosphere. 

3. The sky should be practically cloudless. 

4. Large amplitude anti-cyclonic flow over the area. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below: 

a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

c) 2, 3 and 4only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: Option (a) 1, 3 and 4 only 

Explanation: 

About the Heatwaves 

✓ Heat wave is a condition of air temperature which becomes fatal to human body when 

exposed.  

✓ Quantitatively, it is defined based on the temperature thresholds over a region in terms of 

actual temperature or its departure from normal.  

✓ A region is considered to be under the grip of a heatwave if the maximum temperature reaches 

at least 40 degrees Celsius or more in the plains and at least 30 degrees or more in the hilly 

regions.  

✓ When the maximum temperature is 4.5 to 6 degrees above average, the IMD declares a 

heatwave. 

✓ A severe heatwave is declared when the recorded maximum temperature is over 6.4 degrees 

from normal. 

Favourable conditions for the Heat waves 

✓ Transportation / Prevalence of hot dry air over a region (There should be a region of warm dry 

air and appropriate flow pattern for transporting hot air over the region)  

✓ Absence of moisture in the upper atmosphere (As the presence of moisture restricts the 

temperature rise). Statement 2 is incorrect. 

✓ The sky should be practically cloudless (To allow maximum insulation over the region).  

✓ Large amplitude anti-cyclonic flow over the area.  

✓ Heat waves generally develop over Northwest India and spread gradually eastwards & 

southwards but not westwards (since the prevailing winds during the season are westerly to 

north-westerly).  

 

Topics Repeated from Previous Current Affairs 
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3 Mekedatu Water Project- p5 GS 2 Polity 1 March 2022 
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