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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Controller General of Accounts (CGA) [Polity: Important Offices] 

Article: The report on the fiscal deficit for the first half of the year (Page 12) 

Context:  

6.19 In ₹ lakh crore, the fiscal deficit — the difference between expenditure and revenue — during 

the first half (April- September) of the financial year. Controller General of Accounts data shows that 

the government’s total receipts, including taxes, stood at ₹12.03 lakh crore or 52.7% of the Budget 

estimate for 2022-23.  

About Controller General of Accounts (CGA) 

◼ The Controller General of Accounts (CGA), in the Department of Expenditure, Ministry of 

Finance, is the Principal Accounting Adviser to Government of India and is responsible for 

establishing and maintaining a technically sound Management Accounting System.  

◼ The Office of CGA prepares monthly and annual analysis of expenditure, revenues, borrowings 

and various fiscal indicators for the Union Government.  

◼ Under Article 150 of the Constitution, the Annual Appropriation Accounts (Civil) and Union 

Finance Accounts are submitted to Parliament on the advice of Comptroller and Auditor General 

of India.  

◼ Along with these documents, an M.I.S Report titled 'Accounts at a Glance’ is prepared and 

circulated to Hon’ble Members of Parliament. 

◼ It further formulates policies relating to general principles, form and procedure of accounting for 

the Central and State Governments.Administer the process of payments, receipts and accounting 

in Central Civil Ministries/ Departments.  

◼ Prepares, consolidates and submits the monthly and annual accounts of the Central Government 

through a robust financial reporting system aimed at effective implementation of the Government 

fiscal policies.  

◼ It also administers banking arrangements for disbursements of Government expenditures and 

collection of government receipts and interacts with the Central Bank for reconciliation of cash 

balances of the Union Government. 

◼ Present Controller General of Accounts (CGA): Bharati Das. 

Revise Fiscal Deficit. 

2. The Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) 

Rules, 2021 [Acts in News] 

Article: The amendments to the IT Rules, 2021 (Page 12) 

Context:  

The Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) has notified amendments to the Information Technology 

(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 (IT Rules, 2021) on October 

28. In June 2022, MeitY had put out a draft of the amendments and solicited feedback from the 

relevant stakeholders. The draft generated considerable discussion and comment on the regulation of 

social media in India. 

Need to amend the IT Rules, 2021 

◼ As per the press note accompanying the draft amendments in June 2022, the stated objectives of 

the amendments were three-fold.  

◼ First, there was a need to ensure that the interests and constitutional rights of netizens are not 

being contravened by big tech platforms. 
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◼ Second, to strengthen the grievance redressal framework in the Rules, 

◼ Third, that compliance with these should not impact early stage Indian start-ups.  

◼ This translated into a set of proposed amendments that can be broadly classified into two 

categories.  

◼ The first category involved placing additional obligations on the SMIs to ensure better protection 

of user interests while the second category involved the institution of an appellate mechanism for 

grievance redressal.  

About The Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) 

Rules, 2021 

◼ The Intermediary Guidelines aims to serve a dual-purpose: 

1. Increasing the accountability of the social media platforms (such as Facebook, Instagram, 

Twitter etc.) to prevent their misuse and abuse; and  

2. Empowering the users of social media by establishing a three-tier redressal mechanism for 

efficient grievance resolution.  

◼ The Intermediary Guidelines have been framed in exercise of powers under section 87(2) of the 

IT Act and supersede the previous Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines) Rules, 

2011. 

Key Features of the Rules  

◼ Social media intermediaries, with registered users in India above a notified threshold, have been 

classified as significant social media intermediaries (SSMIs).   

◼ SSMIs are required to observe certain additional due diligence such as appointing certain 

personnel for compliance, enabling identification of the first originator of the information on its 

platform under certain conditions, and deploying technology-based measures on a best-effort 

basis to identify certain types of content. 

◼ The Rules prescribe a framework for the regulation of content by online publishers of news and 

current affairs content, and curated audio-visual content. 

◼ All intermediaries are required to provide a grievance redressal mechanism for resolving 

complaints from users or victims.   

◼ A three-tier grievance redressal mechanism with varying levels of self-regulation has been 

prescribed for publishers. 

Key Issues and Analysis 

◼ The Rules may be going beyond the powers delegated under the Act in certain cases, such as 

where they provide for the regulation of significant social media intermediaries and online 

publishers, and require certain intermediaries to identify the first originator of the information. 

◼ Grounds for restricting online content are overbroad and may affect freedom of speech. 

◼ There are no procedural safeguards for requests by law enforcement agencies for information 

under the possession of intermediaries. 

◼ Requiring messaging services to enable the identification of the first originator of information on 

its platform may adversely affect the privacy of individuals. 
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Grievance Appellate Committees (GACs) 

▪ Grievance appellate committees (GACs) to redress content-related complaints of social-media 

users will be a reality despite the objections of big tech firms. 

▪ This comes with the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) notifying on 

Friday the IT (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Amendment Rules, 2022, 

after five months of deliberations. 

▪ According to the gazette notification released by the MeitY, the final version of the rules says the 

government will establish one or more GACs within three months. 

▪ Each committee will consist of a chairperson and two whole-time members appointed by the 

government.  

▪ One will be an ex-officio member and two independent.  

▪ The GAC will endeavour to resolve users’ complaints finally within 30 days of the date of 

receiving the appeal, according to the newly inserted rule. 

▪ “Every order passed by the Grievance Appellate Committee shall be complied with by the 

intermediary concerned and a report to that effect shall be uploaded on its website,” it adds. 

▪ Users have to appeal to the GAC within 30 days of receiving a communication from a grievance 

officer in the case of a dispute. The process, from filing an appeal to taking a decision, will be 

done online. 

▪ Social-media platforms will also have to prominently publish their rules, regulations, privacy 

policy, and user agreement in English or any of the 22 official languages listed in the Eighth 

Schedule of the Constitution, as the user chooses. 

▪ It further says the intermediaries should make “reasonable efforts” to deter users from sharing 

content that is obscene, pornographic, paedophilic, invasive of another’s privacy, etc. 

 

3. EWS Reservation & 103rd Constitutional Amendment Act [Polity: Reservation] 

Article: The ambiguity of reservations for the poor: unconstitutional or not? (Page 13) 

Context: 

On September 27, a Constitution Bench led by CJI U. U. Lalit heard multiple petitions against 

reservations based solely on economic criteria introduced by the Constitution (103rd) Amendment 

Act, 2019. After extensive hearings, the Bench reserved its judgment in the case. 

About EWS Reservation 

◼ The economically weaker section (EWS) is the section of the society in India that belongs to the 

un-reserved category and has an annual family income of less than 8 lakh rupees.  

◼ This category includes people that do not belong to the caste categories of ST/SC/OBC who 

already enjoy the benefits of reservation. 

◼ The government of India introduced a 10% reservation to this category of people who are not 

included in the ST/SC/OBC category but belong to the un-reserved category and fulfill the 

economically weaker section criteria. 

◼ The candidates eligible for the economically weaker section reservation are from the general 

category that can now enjoy a reservation of 10% if they fulfill the criteria to fall under this 

category. 

About 103rd Constitutional Amendment Act 

◼ 103rd amendment act provides for reservation of jobs in central government jobs as well as 

government educational institutions. It is also applicable on admissions to private higher 

educational institutions. 
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◼ This amendment applies to citizens who belong to the economically weaker section from the 

upper castes. 

◼ This was passed in addition to the already existing reservations and subject to a maximum of 

10% of the total seats in each category 

◼ The main objective was to include people from economically weaker sections of the society to 

attend the higher education institutions and jobs in public employment which remain unfulfilled 

due to their financial incapacity.. 

◼ It mandates Article 46 of the Constitution of India, a Directive Principle that urges the 

government to protect the educational and economic interests of the weaker sections of society. 

Articles Amended 

◼ Article 15(6) is added to protect economically weaker sections of the society and provide them 

admission to educational institutions including private institutions except minority educational 

institutions.  

◼ This amendment basically aims to provide reservation to those who do not fall in 15(5) and 

15(4). 

◼ Another article 16(6) was added to provide an economically weaker section, reservation in 

government posts. 

◼ The term economic weakness will be decided based on family income. 

Challenge to the doctrine of the basic structure 

◼ Basic structure doctrine of the Constitution is like the main pillar of the Indian Constitution.  

◼ The basic structure cannot be damaged and destroyed. Keeping this in mind the amendment is 

unconstitutional in nature because: 

▪ The amendments seem to violate the basic principle of equality. 

▪ It also breaches the 50% limit on reservation. 

▪ And it destroys the substantive democracy as well. 

◼ Few important decisions were taken in Indira Sawhney vs Union of India case: 

▪ 27% reservation for OBC was excluded. 

▪ 10% reservation for the economically backward section of the society was also taken down 

because of the economic criteria. 

▪ It was also held that 50% of the reservation criteria should not be exceeded. 

▪ It was also held that extension can only be made in service when the representation of a 

backward class is not adequate and the State is satisfied with this. 

4. Section 124A IPC- Sedition Law [Polity: Sedition Law & Related Issues] 

Article: SC tells Centre not to file new sedition cases; govt. re-examining provisions (Page 14) 

Context: 

The Supreme Court on Monday asked the government not to register any fresh FIRs under Section 

124A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which criminalises sedition, even as the government said it is 

re-examining the colonial provision and “something may happen” in the Winter Session of 

Parliament. 

About Section 124A IPC 

◼ Section 124A of IPC deals with sedition.  

◼ This offence means that the intention is to bring hatred or contempt or excite disaffection 

(including disloyalty and a feeling of enmity) against the Government of India. 
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◼ IPC's Section 124A defines sedition as: “Whoever, by words, either spoken or written, or by 

signs, or by visible representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or 

contempt, or excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards, the government established by 

law in India, shall be punished with imprisonment which may extend to three years, to which a 

fine may be added, or with fine.” 

5. Right to Vote in India [Polity: Constitutional Rights] 

Article: SC to examine law depriving undertrials the right to vote (Page 14) 

Context: 

The Supreme Court on Monday decided to examine a petition challenging a provision in the election 

law that imposes a blanket ban on undertrials, persons confined in civil prisons and convicts serving 

their sentence in jails from casting their votes. 

About Right to vote in India 

◼ Right to Vote in India is a Constitutional Right. 

◼ As per the Indian Constitution, every Indian citizen who is of 

sound mind is given a universal voting right.  

◼ Universal suffrage is provided in Article 326 of the constitution. 

◼ The 61st Amendment of the Constitution lowered the voting 

age of elections to the Lok Sabha and to the Legislative 

Assemblies from 21 to 18 years which was done by amending 

Article 354 of the Constitution. 

◼ Voting in India is a legal right, given by the Representation of People Act, 1950. 

Article 21 of the UDHR (Universal Declaration of Human Rights)states that “everyone has a right to 

take part in the government of his/her country, directly/through freely chosen representatives”.   

 

Voting rights of prisoners and NRI Voters 

◼ Initially the Right to Vote was not made available to the NRIs (Non-Resident Indians).  

◼ But, with the amendment passed in 2010, the voting right was given to NRIs (even if they are 

absent for 6 months).  

◼ Prisoners are yet not allowed to vote. 

◼ Tendered voting right: This right is for voters who wish to vote after having found out that 

others using their names have already voted on their behalf. They will have to show ID proof to 

put the vote on a separate ballot paper. 

All Fundamental Rights are Constitutional Rights, as the Right to Vote is mentioned in Article 326, it 

is not a Fundamental Right. 
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6. Article 30- Right of Minorities to Establish and Administer Educational Institutions [Polity: 

Issues Related to Minorities] 

Article: Affiliation not necessary for unrecognised madrasas to continue functioning: Jamiat 

(Page 14) 

Context: 

Unrecognised madrasas do not need to be affiliated with the Madrasa Education Board in various 

States to continue functioning, according to the Jamiat Ulama-e-Hind. 

About Article 30 of the Indian Constitution 

◼ Article 30 of the Indian Constitution states the right of minorities to establish and administer 

educational institutions. 

◼ It says: “All minorities, whether based on religion or language, shall have the right to establish 

and administer educational institutions of their choice.” 

◼ Article 30 was adopted on December 8, 1948. 

Features of Article 30 of the Indian Constitution 

◼ Article 30 of the Indian constitution consists of provisions that safeguard various rights of the 

minority community in the country keeping in mind the principle of equality as well. 

◼ Article 30(1) says that all minorities, whether based on religion or language, shall have the right 

to establish and administer educational institutions of their choice. 

◼ Article 30(1A) deals with the fixation of the amount for acquisition of property of any 

educational institution established by minority groups. 

◼ Article 30(2) states that the government should not discriminate against any educational 

institution on the ground that it is under the management of a minority, whether based on religion 

or language, while giving aid. 

While Article 30 and Article 29 of the Constitution do not specify 'minorities' in India, it is classified 

into religious minorities and linguistic minorities.   

 

7. Chief Economic Advisor (CEA) [Important Govt Offices] 

Article: FY24 growth to beat IMF projections: CEA (Page 18) 

Context: 

Chief Economic Adviser V. Anantha Nageswaran said India is expected to clock better growth than 

the IMF’s projections for next year aided by enhanced capital formation. 

About Chief Economic Advisor (CEA) 

◼ The Chief Economic Adviser is a post in Government of India and is equivalent to rank of 

Secretary to the Government of India.  

◼ The CEA is the ex-officio cadre controlling authority of the Indian Economic Service. 

◼ He advises the union government on economic matters.  

◼ The main role of the CEA is to produce the Economic Survey of India which is presented in 

Parliament a day before the Union Budget presentation every year.  

◼ Also, the CEA is head of the Economic Division of the Department of Economic Affairs. 

◼ Renowned economist JJ Anjaria (1956 to 1961), who co-authored the classic text on Indian 

agricultural economics, 'The Indian Rural Problem', was the first Chief Economic Advisor of 

India.  

◼ Present Chief Economic Adviser: V. Anantha Nageswaran. 

 



 
9 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

8. Sugar Industry in India [Economy: Trends in Export] 

Article: India’s sugar production declining year-on-year (Page 12) 

Context: 

14.7 In percentage, the drop in sugar production year-on-year in India, the world’s major sugar 

producer, to 4.05 lakh tonnes in the first month of the 2022-23 marketing season. 

About Indian Sugar Industry 

◼ India is the second-largest producer of sugar in the world after Brazil and is also the largest 

consumer.  

◼ Sugarcane is majorly produced in nine states of India, namely, Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana, Karnataka, and Tamil Nadu.  

◼ India’s sugar industry which is an important agro-based industry that impacts the rural livelihood 

of about 50 million sugarcane farmers. 

◼ Today the Indian sugar industry’s annual output is worth approximately Rs.80,000 crores.  

◼ The capacity is distributed equally between private sector units and cooperative sector units. 

Government Policies 

◼ To support the sugarcane farmers or Gannakisans of the country, the Cabinet Committee on 

Economic Affairs has approved a Fair and Remunerative Price of sugarcane for sugar season 

2021-2022.  

◼ Government had fixed Minimum Selling Price (MSP) of sugar almost 3 years back in Feb’2019 

as Rs 31 per kg in a move to regulate sugar price and support sugar industry from falling sugar 

prices due to excess sugar stock and surplus production in the country. 

◼ Under the FRP system, the farmers are not required to wait till the end of the season or for any 

announcement of the profits by sugar mills or the Government.  

◼ Government has been supporting the ethanol blending programme and has also allowed diversion 

of sugarcane juice and B heavy molasses into production of sugar, thereby diverting some 

surplus sugar in the process. 

Trends in Export 

◼ Due to adverse weather conditions in Brazil and  lower production in Thailand in 2020-21 

season, there was global deficit in 2020-21 season (October – September) and therefore demand 

for Indian sugar increased in global market and the millers availed this opportunity. 

◼ During the last 2 seasons 2019-20 and 2020-21, the Indian sugar industry has exported about 

131.5 lakh tonne from the surplus sugar.  

◼ In the current sugar season, India has already contracted over 50 lakh tonne and has physically 

exported about 31.5 lakh tonne of sugar during October 2021 – January 2022, period.  

◼ According to the ministry, the country's sugar exports in the past few years has increased 

considerably due to the government's timely and proactive policy decisions.  

◼ The government had provided assistance to sugar mills to facilitate exports in last few years. 
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9. Debt Funds [Economy: Capital Market] 

Article: ‘Debt MFs log ₹65,372-crore outflow in September’ (Page 18) 

Context: 

Debt funds focused on investing in fixed-income securities witnessed an outflow of ₹65,372 crore in 

September amid increasing interest rate cycle and redemptions by corporates to pay advance tax. 

About Debt Funds 

◼ A debt fund refers to a mutual fund, an exchange-traded fund (ETF), or any other pooled 

investment offerings whose underlying 

investments chiefly contain fixed income 

investments.  

◼ Gilt fund, monthly income plans (MIPs), short 

term plans (STPs), liquid funds, and fixed 

maturity plans (FMPs) are some of the 

investment options in debt funds.  

◼ Apart from these categories, debt funds include various funds investing in short term, medium 

term and long term bonds. 

◼ Fees on debt funds are lower than those associated with equity funds because their management 

costs are inherently lower.  

◼ Debt funds are preferred by individuals who are not willing to 

invest in a highly volatile equity market.  

◼ A debt fund provides a steady but low income relative to equity.  

◼ It is comparatively less volatile. 

10. Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) [Digital Currency] 

Article: RBI’s digital rupee pilot for wholesale starts today (Page 

18) 

Context: 

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced on Monday that from November 1, 2022, it will begin 

pilot launches of the Digital Rupee (e₹-W) for specific use cases. According to the notification, the 

first Digital Rupee pilot will be in the Wholesale segment (e₹-W) and will begin on Tuesday. 

About Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) 

◼ The Reserve Bank of India defines Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) as a digital form of 

legal tender issued by a central bank.  

◼ Simply put, it is a digital form of fiat currency, i.e. The Indian Rupee.  

◼ As per RBI, “CBDC is the legal tender issued by a central bank in a digital form. It is the same as 

a fiat currency and is exchangeable one-to-one with the fiat currency. Only its form is different.”  

◼ CBDC will have all of the advantages that we see with cryptocurrencies and digital forms of 

payment. To begin with, a digital currency can never be torn, burned, or physically damaged.  
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◼ They are also not physically lost. In comparison to notes, the lifeline of a digital form of currency 

will thus be indefinite. 

◼ The Digital Rupee will bring with it another significant advantage in terms of cryptocurrencies 

which is that it will be governed by a central authority, reducing the volatility risk associated 

with other digital currencies such as Bitcoin.  

 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

◼ EWS Reservation 

Sequence of implementation, EWS quota outcomes (Page 10, Editorial) 

The ambiguity of reservations for the poor: unconstitutional or not? (Page 13, Text & 

Context) 

 

 
No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair 

Date 

1 Eight Core Industries Core sector output grew 7.9% in Sept., 

fastest in 3 months (Page 18) 

1 October 2022 

2 MGNREGS Decentralise MGNREGS for better 

implementation, says govt. study (Page 16) 

14 October 2022 

3 Citizenship (Amendment) 

Act, 2019 (CAA) 

MHA allows 2 District Collectors in Gujarat 

to grant citizenship (Page 14) 

14 October 2022 

 


