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ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 
Daily Current Affairs Question Practice 

Question: 

❖ Under the Constitution of India, which one of the following is not a fundamental duty? 

a) To vote in public elections 

b) To develop the scientific temper 

c) To safeguard public property 

d) To abide by me Constitution and respect its ideals 

 
GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Private Member Bill [Polity: Parliament] 

Article: BJP member moves private Bill on UCC in RS, draws stiff resistance from Opposition 

(Page 10) 

Context:  

The introduction of a private member Bill by a Bharatiya Janta Party (BJP) member on 

implementation of Uniform Civil Code (UCC) across the country witnessed vociferous protest from 

the Opposition members in Rajya Sabha on Friday. 

About Private Member Bill 

◼ A member of parliament (MP) who is not a minister is a private member.  

◼ The Bills introduced by private members are referred to as Private Member’s Bills. 

◼ The Private Bill has to be admitted or not is decided by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha or 

Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha. 

◼ The MP who wants to move a Private Member’s Bill has to give at least a month’s notice, for the 

House Secretariat to examine it for compliance with constitutional provisions and rules on 

legislation.  

◼ While a government Bill can be introduced and discussed on any day, a private member’s bill is 

only introduced and discussed on Fridays. 

◼ In case of multiple Bills, a ballot system is used to decide the sequence of bills for introduction. 

◼ The Parliamentary Committee on Private Member's Bills and Resolutions goes through all such 

Bills and classifies them based on their urgency and importance. 

◼ No Private Member’s Bill has been passed by the Parliament since 1970. 

◼ So far, the Parliament has passed 14 such Bills, six of them in 1956. 

2. Inequality Report 2022: Digital Divide [Issues relating to development and management of 

Social Sector] 

Article: The Indian Express- Weekly news express, Dec 10 

Context: 

Women constitute only one third of internet users in India, said a study conducted by NGO Oxfam 

India. According to ‘India Inequality Report 2022: Digital Divide’ released by the NGO on Sunday, 

India fares the worst with the widest gender gap of 40.4 per cent in the Asia-Pacific. 

About Inequality Report 2022 

◼ Women constitute only one third of internet users in India, said a study conducted by NGO Oxfam 

India. 



 

◼ According to ‘India Inequality Report 2022: Digital Divide’ released by the NGO on Sunday, 

Indian women are 15 per cent less likely to own a mobile phone and 33 per cent less likely to use 

mobile internet services than men. 

◼ In Asia-Pacific, India fares the worst with the widest gender gap of 40.4 per cent, says the study. 

The report also points to rural-urban digital divide. “Despite registering a significant (digital) 

growth rate of 13 per cent in a year, only 31 per cent of the rural population uses Internet compared 

to 67 percent of their urban counterparts,” says the report. 

◼ The report analyses the primary data from Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy’s (CMIE) 

household survey held from Jan 2018 to Dec 2021. 

◼ Among states, Maharashtra has the highest internet penetration, followed by Goa and Kerala, 

while Bihar has the lowest, followed by Chhattisgarh and Jharkhand, the report said. 

◼ “As per the NSS (2017-18), only about 9 per cent of the students who were enrolled in any course 

had access to a computer with internet and 25 percent of enrolled students had access to the 

internet through any kind of devices,” says the report. 

◼ The digital push driven by the pandemic resulted in India experiencing the largest number of real-

time digital transactions in 2021 at 48.6 billion. 

◼ However, the likelihood of a digital payment by the richest 60 per cent is four times more than 

the poorest 40 per cent in India. 

◼ In rural India, the tendency to use formal financial services is lowest for ST households, followed 

by SC households and OBC households. 

◼ According to UN’s e-participation index (2022), which is a composite measure of three important 

dimensions of e-government, namely provision of online services, telecommunication 

connectivity and human capacity, India ranks 105 out of 193 nations, it said. 

◼ The likelihood of access to a computer is more for the General and OBC groups than for the SC 

and ST populations. The difference between the general category and ST is as high as seven to 

eight per cent between 2018 and 2021. 

◼ The chances of having a computer are higher with higher levels of education as well as income. 

As much as 99 per cent rural population did not have a computer post the pandemic – an increase 

of two per cent— while the urban population witnessed an increase of seven per cent to 91 per 

cent. 

◼ Among all religions, Sikhs have highest likelihood of having a computer followed by Christians, 

Hindus and lastly Muslims. 

3. World Bank’s new toolkit on making urban transport better for Indian women [Issues 

relating to development and management of Social Sector] 

Article: What’s in World Bank’s new toolkit on making urban transport better for Indian women? 

(The Indian Express, 10 Dec) 

Context: 

On December 8, the World Bank launched a “Toolkit on Enabling Gender Responsive Urban 

Mobility and Public Spaces in India” with the aim of suggesting ways to make public transport in 

Indian cities more inclusive of women’s travelling requirements. 

About World Bank toolkit  

◼ The toolkit emphasises on the importance of integrating a gender lens in transport policies and 

infrastructure, making various recommendations on interventions that can help make urban 

transport safer, especially for women.  



 

◼ It brings together 50 case studies of best practices and efforts from across the world, along with a 

special inculcation of the Indian context.  

◼ The World Bank suggests a four-pillared approach to help address prevailing issues in urban 

transport for women.  

◼ First, there has to be greater effort made to understand the on-ground situation with a gender lens.  

◼ Gender blind planning and infrastructure development leaves major gaps that specifically impact 

women but are often not overtly visible.  

◼ The first step to addressing these gaps is to better identify what they are.  

◼ Any new transport policy or infrastructure development must be preceded by an honest evaluation 

of issues concerning women.  

◼ Second, once prevailing issues are identified, policies and development plans must reflect the 

concerns of women.  

◼ For this to happen, there must be more women in key institutions in charge of decision making.  

◼ Until such time women are not adequately represented, their needs are always likely to be 

secondary.  

◼ Thus key to actually inculcating a gender lens in public transport planning and development is 

involving and giving authority to more women stakeholders in the first place.  

◼ Third, the toolkit emphasises on building gender sensitivity and awareness among service 

providers through mandatory programmes and community action.  

◼ Everyone from the bus conductor to local beat constables must be aware of concerns that women 

have and how to address them,  

◼ Fourth, investment has to be made in better infrastructure and services with a focus on women-

friendly design.  

◼ While increasing services and strengthening infrastructure is a good idea in general, if such 

development is made from a specific gender lens, it is far more useful.  

◼ For example, while creating new bus stops is good, it would be even better if these bus stops were 

designed to be level with the floors of buses, adequate lighting, SOS buttons, and well-maintained 

washrooms.  

◼ Some concrete interventions that the toolkit suggests include creation of wide obstruction-free 

footpaths, street lighting, clear signages, dedicated bicycle lanes, introduction of short and 

circuitous bus routes, and subsidising/making free public transport for women.  

Beneficiaries 

◼ According to the World Bank, the toolkit contains practical tools that can inform a wide set of 

policymakers as well as private or community-based organisations.  

◼ The aim is for this toolkit to be a reference for any entity engaging in any work regarding public 

transport and urban mobility.  

◼ Not only does this tool kit provide many practical interventions, it also highlights certain thematic 

issues that one can encounter in this space.  

◼ Crucially, the point of this toolkit is not to make gender an additional concern for policy makers 

and developers.  

◼ Rather, it is to integrate a gender lens into everyday planning and development in order to make 

our cities safer and more accessible to women. 

 

 



 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

4. Wildlife Bill [Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation] 

Article: The Indian Express- Weekly news express , Dec 10 

Context: 

The Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2022, which seeks to to strengthen the protection of 

endangered species and forest lands, better management of protected areas  and enhance punishment 

for illegal wildlife trade, was passed in the Rajya Sabha by a voice vote on Thursday. The Bill, which 

was cleared by the Lok Sabha on August 2 during the monsoon session, was introduced by 

Environment and Forest Minister Bhupender Yadav on Tuesday. 

About Wildlife Bill 

◼ It implements the provisions of the CITES- CITES is an international agreement between 

governments to ensure that international trade in specimens of wild animals and plants does not 

threaten the survival of the species. 

◼ It gives more power to the Central Government: The central government can designate a 

Management Authority.  

◼ This Management Authority may grant export or import permits for the trade of specimens.  

◼ Central Government can regulate or prohibit the import, trade, possession or proliferation of 

invasive alien species.  

◼ Invasive plant or animal species which are not native to India and whose introduction may 

adversely impact wildlife or its habitat. 

◼ In addition to it, central government may also notify a conservation reserve which act as buffer 

zones to or connectors and migration corridors between established national parks, and wildlife 

sanctuaries. 

◼ It reduces the number of schedules from six to four. Note that currently, there are six schedules: 

protected plants (one), specially protected animals (four), and vermin species (one).  

◼ The new bill removes the schedule for vermin species. Vermin are small animals that carry 

diseases and destroy food. 

◼ The Bill also enhances the penalties prescribed for violation of provisions of the Act. 

◼ It has invited scrutiny on two major issues: the exemption made to allow the transfer of captive 

elephants, and the sweeping powers given to the Centre to declare species as vermin. 

Revise about elephants & the vermin conflict. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

5. Three Himalayan medicinal plants enter IUCN Red List [Species in News] 

Article: Three Himalayan medicinal plants enter IUCN Red List (Page 5) 

Context: 

Three medicinal plant species found in the Himalayas have made it to IUCN Red List of Threatened 

Species following a recent assessment. Meizotropis pellita has been assessed as ‘critically 

endangered’, Fritilloria cirrhosa as ‘vulnerable’, and Dactylorhiza hatagirea as ‘endangered’. 

About Meizotropis pellita 

◼ Meizotropis pellita, commonly known as Patwa, is a perennial 

shrub with restricted distribution that is endemic to 

Uttarakhand.  

◼ The species is listed as ‘critically endangered’ based on its 

limited area of occupancy (less than 10 sq. km).  

◼ The species is threatened by deforestation, habitat 

fragmentation and forest fires. 

◼ The essential oil extracted from the leaves possesses strong antioxidants and can be a promising 

natural substitute for synthetic antioxidants in pharmaceutical industries. 

About Fritillaria cirrhosa (Himalayan fritillary) 

◼ Fritillaria cirrhosa is a perennial bulbous herb.  

◼ It is reasonable to conclude a decline of at least 30% of its 

population over the assessment period (22 to 26 years).  

◼ Considering the rate of decline, long generation length, poor 

germination potential, high trade value, extensive harvesting 

pressure and illegal trade, the species is listed as ‘vulnerable’. 

◼ In China, the species is used for the treatment of bronchial disorders 

and pneumonia.  

◼ The plant is also a strong cough suppressant, the IUCN assessment said. 

About Dactylorhiza hatagirea (Salampanja) 

◼ The third listed species, Dactylorhiza hatagirea , is threatened by 

habitat loss, livestock grazing, deforestation, and climate change.  

◼ It is extensively used in Ayurveda, Siddha, Unani and other 

alternative systems of medicine to cure dysentery, gastritis, 

chronic fever, cough and stomach aches.  

6. Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) [Space Technology] 

Article: Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre gets new trisonic wind tunnel (Page 5) 

Context: 

The new trisonic wind tunnel at the Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) was inaugurated on 

Thursday by conducting the first blow-down test successfully.  

About Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) 

◼ Vikram Sarabhai Space Centre (VSSC) is the lead Centre of Indian Space Research Organisation 

(ISRO) under the Department of Space (DOS), Government of India.  

◼ The Centre is named in fond memory of Dr Vikram A Sarabhai, the great visionary and the father 

of Indian Space Programme.  

◼ VSSC pioneers in rocket research and launch vehicle projects of ISRO.  



 

◼ VSSC had a small beginning at Thumba, a coastal village at Thiruvananthapuram, the capital city 

of Kerala on the south-west coast of India, in 1962. 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

National Food Security Act (NFSA), 2013 

Expand the food safety net without any more delay (Page 6, Editorial) 

G20 

The G-20 can be the UN Security Council alternative (Page 6, Editorial) 

 

ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 

September 2022 - Daily Current Affairs Question Practice –  

Answer & Explanation 

Question 

❖ Under the Constitution of India, which one of the following is not a fundamental duty? 

a) To vote in public elections 

b) To develop the scientific temper 

c) To safeguard public property 

d) To abide by me Constitution and respect its ideals 

Explanation 

▪ The fundamental duties were incorporated in Part IV-A of the Constitution by The Constitution 

(42nd Amendment) Act, 1976, during Indira Gandhi’s Emergency.  

▪ Article 51(A) describes 11 fundamental duties — 10 came with the 42nd Amendment; the 11th 

was added by the 86th Amendment in 2002. 

▪ These duties are not enforceable by law. However, a court may take them into account while 

adjudicating on a matter.  

▪ They were made a part of the Constitution to emphasise the obligation of the citizen in return 

for the fundamental rights that he or she enjoys.  

▪ The Russian Constitution has the concept of fundamental duties. 

Fundamental duties of the citizen 

1. to abide by the Constitution and respect its ideals and institutions, the National Flag and the 

National Anthem; 

2. to cherish and follow the noble ideals which inspired our national struggle for freedom; 

3. to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity and integrity of India; 

4.  to defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so; 

5. to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst all the people of India 

transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional diversities; to renounce practices 

derogatory to the dignity of women; 

6. to value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture; 

7. to protect and improve the natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers and wild life, and 

to have compassion for living creatures; 

8. to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform; 

9. to safeguard public property and to abjure violence; 

10. to strive towards excellence in all spheres of individual and collective activity so that the nation 

constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and achievement; 

11. who is a parent or guardian to provide opportunities for education to his child or, as the case 

may be, ward between the age of six and fourteen years.” 



 

 
No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair 

Date 

1 Capital Expenditure (CapEx) Public capex pace can slow, says 

CEA (Page 12) 

30 November 2022 

2 National Food Security Act 

(NFSA) 

Expand the food safety net without 

any more delay (Page 6, Editorial) 

17 October 2022 

3 Cyclone Mandous Rain lashes T.N. coast as 

Mandous makes landfall (Front 

Page) 

8 December 2022 

 

 


