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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Battles of Imphal and Kohima [Modern India, World War II] 

Article: Forgotten in India after fighting from world trenches (Page 10, Editorial) 

About Battles of Imphal and Kohima 

◼ Fought between 8 March and 18 July 1944, these were the turning point of one of the most 

gruelling campaigns of the Second World War (1939-45).  

◼ The decisive Japanese defeat in north-east India became the 

springboard for the Fourteenth Army’s subsequent re-conquest 

of Burma. 

◼ In November 1943, a new phase of the war in the Far East 

began with the formation of South East Asia Command 

(SEAC) under Admiral Lord Louis Mountbatten.  

◼ SEAC replaced India Command in control of operations. 

◼ In March 1944, the Japanese 15th Army began an advance 

against India’s north-east frontier to forestall a planned British invasion of Burma.  

◼ They intended to capture the British supply bases on the Imphal Plain and cut the road linking 

Dimapur and Imphal at Kohima. 

◼ With Imphal in their hands, the Japanese would be able to interrupt air supplies to China.  

◼ It would also give them a base from which to conduct air attacks against India. 

◼ In early April, the troops at Kohima and Imphal were surrounded. 

◼ Faced by 15,000 Japanese, the British-Indian troops held a tight defensive perimeter centred on 

Garrison Hill.  

◼ Between 5 and 18 April, Kohima saw some of the bitterest close-quarter fighting of the war. 

◼ In one sector, only the width of the town’s tennis court separated the two sides.  

◼ The Japanese made several attacks against Imphal’s defensive perimeter, particularly on the 

Nungshigum heights and in the Palel area.  

◼ But the 5th, 17th, 20th and 23rd Indian Divisions held firm. 

◼ Imphal-Kohima was one of the biggest defeats the Japanese Army ever suffered. 

◼ After their defensive victory, the British planned a new offensive aimed at clearing the last 

Japanese forces from northern Burma and driving them south towards Mandalay and Meiktila. 

◼ The Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery at Imphal contains 1,600 graves.  

◼ The one at Kohima holds 1,420.  

◼ There are also several monuments to British and Indian units that fought at Kohima, as well as 

the Kohima Cremation Memorial commemorating the 917 Hindus and Sikhs killed there. 

◼ Kohima War Cemetery lies on the slopes of Garrison Hill and also contains the British 2nd 

Division’s memorial.  

◼ The inscription on the latter has become famous as the ‘Kohima Epitaph’. 
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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. Deemed-to-be-University [Governance: Education] 

Article: Khan removed as Chancellor of Kerala Kalamandalam (Page 8, States) 

Context:  

After deciding to remove Governor Arif Mohammed Khan as the only Chancellor for all the 14 State 

universities, the Kerala government moved quickly on Thursday to evict him as Chancellor of Kerala 

Kalamandalam, the deemed-to-be-university for art and culture, too. 

About Deemed-to-be-University 

◼ An Institution of Higher Education, other than universities, working at a very high standard in 

specific area of study, can be declared by the Central Government on the advice of the UGC as 

an Institution ‘Deemed-to-be-university’.  

◼ Institutions that are ‘deemed-to-be-university’ enjoy academic status and privileges of a 

university. 

◼ The status of deemed-to-be-university is awarded in accordance with the Section 3 of the UGC 

Act, 1956. 

◼ "Deemed" is a status given to the universities by the department of higher education under 

MHRD. 

◼ Deemed to be University has full independence or autonomy in deciding the admission, fees, 

syllabus or courses. 

◼ Some Deemed to be Universities also give degrees on their own. 

◼ Such institutions cannot use the word 'University' as a suffix to their names. 

For an institution to be eligible to be declared as ‘Deemed-to-be-University’ it should fulfil the 

following criteria: 

◼ Has been accredited with highest grade by NAAC and/or by NBA continuously for two cycles 

and again gets highest grade in the third cycle continuously (five year cycle). 

◼ Has demonstrated the characteristics of a university through diverse curricular provisions, 

contribution to teaching; and, verifiable research output. 

◼ Has under graduate and at least five post graduate departments in existence for 3 years with 

research programmes. 

◼ Shall be engaged in research activity, publications and scholarly works and shall have 

doctoral/post-doctoral research programmes.  

• The faculty in Humanities, Social Sciences, Languages shall have at least 10 publications 

and Faculty of Sciences/Medicine/Engineering shall have at least 15 publications per year in 

refereed journals listed by UGC and having an impact factor. 

◼ Shall have adequate number of full-time fully qualified faculty for teaching and research as per 

UGC/concerned Statutory Council(s) norms. 

◼ Shall possess the necessary infrastructure for quality research and seamless access to modern 

information resources. 

◼ Shall have a proven record of securing merit-based extramural research funding from various 

public/private agencies. 

◼ Shall have a record of extension services and societal engagement. 

◼ Shall undertake not to offer any programme in the distance mode. 

Revise previous current affairs on appointment of Chancellor and Vice Chancellor. 
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3. Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertisement) Act [Acts in news] 

Article: Uttarakhand bans five ‘drugs’ made by Patanjali (Page 16) 

Context:  

Authorities of Ayurvedic and Unani Services, Uttarakhand has asked Patanjali’s Divya Pharmacy to 

stop the production of five drugs and remove their advertisements in media.  

About Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objectionable Advertisement) Act 

◼ The Drugs and Magic Remedies Objectionable Advertisement Act, 1954 was enacted by the 

Central government in 1954 to curtail the freedom of the advertisers of the drugs and prohibit the 

advertisement of drugs, which claimed to have certain magic remedies.  

◼ Important sections of this act are the prohibition of advertisement of certain drugs for the 

treatment of certain diseases and disorders. 

◼ Section 4 of the Drugs and Magic Remedies Objectionable Advertisement Act, 1954 provides 

that no person shall take a part in the publication of advertisement relating to a drug if that 

advertisement contains any one of the matter as mentioned below which may result either: 

• directly or indirectly gives a false impression regarding the true character of the drug; or 

• is engaged in making a false claim for the drug; or 

• Is engaged in misleading in any material particular. 

Important reasons for the enactment of Drugs and Magic Remedies Objectionable Advertisement Act, 

1954: 

◼ Before the enactment of this Act, there was no law to punish the unprincipled and unscrupulous 

people who were engaged in false advertisements and claimed miraculous health, particularly 

health. 

◼ The people were engaged in false advertisements of various drugs and medical remedies were 

also advertised without any fear. 

◼ Their advertisements not only possessed a threat to society at large but also to the people who 

believed in such advertisements and acted accordingly. 

◼ The government enacted strict rules to prevent the self-medication by the consumers regarding 

various diseases and conditions. 

 

4. Indian Universities Act, 1904 [Acts in news] 

Article: V-Cs must have served 10 years as professor, be picked from panel (Page 16) 

Context: 

A Vice-Chancellor should have a minimum teaching experience of 10 years as a professor in a 

university and his or her name should be recommended by the search-cum-selection committee. The 

appointment of a Vice-Chancellor (V-C) is to be made from the names recommended by the search-

cum-selection committee; the Supreme Court held in a judgment on Thursday. 

About Indian Universities Act, 1904 

◼ The British Viceroy, Lord Curzon, passed the Indian Universities Act in 1904. 

◼ After becoming governor-general of India, Lord Curzon sought to implement reforms in all areas 

of administration, including education. 

◼ In 1902, the Raleigh Commission was formed to investigate the conditions and prospects of 

universities in India and to make recommendations for improvements to their constitution and 

operations. 

◼ The Indian Universities Act was passed in 1904 based on its recommendations. 

◼ The University Act brought about changes in the administration of University education. 
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◼ The Act directed the Universities to undertake teaching function.  

◼ As a result Post-Graduate teaching was introduced in Calcutta University and Bombay University 

introduced honours course in different subjects.  

◼ Special provision was made for research work in Science, Economics and Experimental 

Psychology.  

◼ As a result of the state control over secondary education the efficiency of the institutions 

improved considerably, though quantity suffered. 

Important changes introduced for the upliftment of University Education: 

◼ Universities were empowered to appoint their own staff including the teaching staff. 

◼ The number of Fellows of a University was limited within 50 to 100 and their tenure of office 

was reduced to five years. 

◼ The number of elected Fellows was fixed at 20 for the Bombay, Madras and Calcutta 

Universities and 15 for others. 

◼ Syndicate was accorded legal sanction with proper representation of University teachers on it. 

◼ Rules pertaining to affiliation of Colleges to a University were made stricter. 

◼ Government was empowered to modify the rules framed by the Senate. 

◼ Governor-General in Council was authorized to define the territorial jurisdiction of the 

Universities. 

5. Russia’s withdrawal from Kherson [IR: Russia- Ukraine Conflict] 

Article: Russia’s withdrawal from Kherson (Page 12, Text) 

Context: 

Ukraine’s defence and intelligence unit has reported on the withdrawal of Russian troops from 

Kherson but predicts it to be a delusion for a retreat. U.S. President Joe Biden and the EU leaders 

have termed the withdrawal as a “difficult position” for Russian President Vladimir Putin and 

condemned the brutality of deporting Ukrainians. 

Geopolitical Significance of Kherson 

◼ Geographically, Kherson is a strategic location for Russia and Ukraine.  

◼ Situated in the northwest of the Dnipro River, the 

province shares borders with Donetsk, Crimea and the Black 

Sea.  

◼ With Moscow capturing Crimea in 2014, the 

occupation of Kherson in March 2022 has benefited Russia in 

transferring its military from Crimea to counter Ukraine.  

◼ It provides access to Odesa and Black Sea ports in the 

west and serves as the main route to secure southern Ukraine.  

◼ For Ukraine, regaining Kherson is significant to protect its population in Kalanchak and 

Chaplynka districts and also to recapture Crimea.  

◼ Kherson is also an important region for its agricultural produce, with irrigation channels. 

How did Kherson come under Russia’s control? 

◼ In early March 2022, Kherson was captured by Russia through intense fighting.  

◼ The battle of Kherson proved to be the starting point to capturing and occupying the southern 

part of Ukraine while the battles for Kharkiv and Kyiv in the north progressed.  

◼ Russia’s hold over Kherson since March 2022 enabled Moscow to capture the key port cities — 

Mariupol in the Sea Azov, and Odesa, thus expanding control.  



 
7 

◼ Kherson’s irrigation canals were used as defence positions, creating a strong line preventing 

Ukraine’s counter-attacks.  

◼ Russia also had positioned its soldiers in Kherson and stockpiled the ammunition. 

Russian withdrawal from Kherson 

◼ There are three reasons behind the move.  

◼ First is the mobilization failure.  

• When Russia was advancing rapidly in capturing the southern and northern cities of Ukraine, 

its military personnel and weapon systems started to run thin.  

• Russia then pursued a partial mobilization as the next strategy to circumvent its on-ground 

limitations.  

• The failure of new recruits added an additional challenge to Russia to keep its hold against 

the Ukraine counter-offensive in Kherson. 

◼ Secondly, the inability of Russia to govern Kherson.  

• Despite imposing martial law, Russia could not effectively rule Kherson; the three-level 

security in the occupied areas could not enforce Russia’s control on the ground. 

◼ Third, Ukraine’s expanding counter-offensive.  

• Until August, Ukraine was supplied only with short-range and low-grade weapons by the 

West.  

• Later, Ukrainian soldiers received military training; as Moscow continued its onslaught, the 

West upgraded its support with medium to high-range weapons systems such as the 

Howitzers, HIMARS, air defence systems, battle tanks and drone technologies.  

• It came from the U.S., the U.K. and Germany, whereas Russia’s procurement was slow and 

limited to Shahed drones.  

◼ This helped Ukraine recapture Russian-occupied areas including Izyum, northeast, southeast of 

Kharkiv, Izyum-Slovyansk, Kupiansk in Eastern Ukraine, and northwest Kherson in the south.  

◼ On the other hand, Russia has been facing challenges in augmenting its military hardware on the 

battleground. 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

6. Hypersonic ballistic missile [Defence Technology] 

Article: Iran says it has developed a hypersonic ballistic missile (Page 17) 

Context: 

An Iranian Revolutionary Guards General claimed on Thursday that the Islamic republic has 

developed a hypersonic missile capable of penetrating all defence systems, raising concerns from the 

UN nuclear watchdog. 

About Hypersonic ballistic missile 

◼ “Hypersonic” means more than five times the speed of sound, or just over a mile a second.  

◼ But in common military terminology, not every missile 

traveling at hypersonic speed is called a hypersonic missile.  

◼ The term is generally reserved for missiles that can be 

maneuverer before hitting their target and don’t follow a 

simple, straight course.  

◼ There are two main types of hypersonic missiles.  

◼ The first is launched on a ballistic course.  
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◼ “Ballistic” refers to the curved arc of any projectile shot into the air, and in this case the arc tops 

out high above the earth.  

◼ As it begins its descent, the tip carrying the warhead heads back to earth at hypersonic speed with 

the ability to change course throughout its flight. 

◼ The second type of hypersonic missile is a cruise missile.  

◼ It flies on a flatter course and is powered throughout its flight, so it isn’t a glider. 

Advantages of hypersonic missiles compared with other missiles 

◼ Because of their maneuverability, hypersonic ballistic missiles are harder to track and destroy.  

◼ They often begin their descent at lower altitudes than other ballistic missiles, which may allow 

them to fly below the coverage area of land- or sea-based radar-detection systems.  

◼ As for cruise missiles, most common types currently travel at less than hypersonic speed.  

◼ Making the missile fly faster has obvious advantages in catching an opponent by surprise, but 

also requires more advanced propulsion technology.  

7.  New Collective Quantified Goal on Climate Finance (NCQG) [Climate Action] 

Article: At COP-27, India insists on higher target by2024 (Page 14) 

Context: 

Developing countries require “substantive enhancement” in climate finance beyond the floor 

commitment of $100 billion a year to meet their ambitious goals and rich countries need to lead the 

mobilization of resources, India has stressed at the ongoing UN climate summit COP-27 at Sharm el-

Sheikh in Egypt. 

About New Collective Quantified Goal on Climate Finance (NCQG)  

◼ At the 15th Conference of Parties (COP15) of the United Nations Framework Convention on 

Climate Change (UNFCCC) held in Copenhagen in 2009, developed countries committed to 

jointly mobilize US$100 billion per year by 2020 to address the needs of the developing 

countries.  

◼ At COP21 in Paris, with the developed countries having failed to keep their commitment, it was 

decided to extend the US$100 billion per year goal through to 2025. 

◼ India has been taking the lead in raising the issue of climate finance at the UNFCCC and in other 

multilateral forums.  

◼ India’s efforts have repeatedly exposed exaggerated claims by developed country agencies that 

this goal is close to being met and have shown that the currently mobilized climate finance is in 

reality much less.  

◼ India has also been in the lead in calling for clarity in the definition of climate finance, and in 

clarifying the importance of scale, scope and speed in the delivery of such finance.  

◼ India has always maintained that climate finance should be new and additional (with respect to 

overseas development assistance), predominantly as grants and not loans, as well as balanced 

between mitigation & adaptation. 

◼ In the final decisions at COP26, it was agreed that prior to 2025, the Conference of Parties 

serving as the meeting of the Parties to the Paris Agreement shall set a New Collective 

Quantified Goal (NCQG) from the floor of US$ 100 billion per year, considering the needs and 

priorities of the developing countries.  

◼ The NCQG is to be significantly publicly funded with greater transparency and predictability, 

and take a balanced approach towards mitigation and adaptation in the light of the needs and 

priorities of the developing countries. 
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8. CE20 Cryogenic Engine by ISRO & Cryogenic Technology [Indigenous Technology: Space] 

Article: ISRO’s cryogenic engine, indigenously developed for LVM3, passes hot test (Page 8, 

States) 

Context: 

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has successfully conducted the hot test of CE20 

cryogenic engine, which has been indigenously developed for Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM3), 

previously called the GSLV-Mk3, at Mahendragiri in Tamil Nadu on Wednesday (November 9). 

About CE20 Cryogenic Engine by ISRO 

◼ The CE-20 is a cryogenic rocket engine developed by the Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre, a 

subsidiary of Indian Space Research Organisation. It has 

been developed to power the upper stage of the 

Geosynchronous Satellite Launch Vehicle Mk III. It is the 

first Indian cryogenic engine to feature a gas-generator 

cycle. 

◼ The major objectives of the flight acceptance test were to 

confirm the integrity of the hardware, assessment of 

subsystems' performance and tune the engine for meeting 

the mission requirements parameters for engine tuning for 

flight operation. 

Cryogenic Technology 

◼ Cryogenic means low temperature. The word itself refers to the technology of sub-zero 

temperatures.  

◼ Cryogenic engines use liquid oxygen as the oxidizer and liquid hydrogen as the fuel. 

◼ Since liquid oxygen is extremely reactive and combustible it can be used as a propellant to carry 

heavy loads. 

◼ Cryogenic technology is useful for lifting things in space, storing medicines and drugs at low 

temperatures etc. It is used in the last stage of speed launch vehicles, SPVs.  

◼ It also states that the cryogenic stage is the liquid propellant stage or solid propellant stage at 

extremely low temperatures. 

◼ It was because of the Russians that India managed to develop its own cryogenic technology.  

◼ Under Mikhail Gorbachev, Glavkosmos, the Soviet Union space agency, agreed to transfer 

cryogenic engines and technology to ISRO in 1991. 

Importance 

◼ Crucial for the advancement of the Space programme – Cryogenic Engine is used by ISRO for its 

GSLV Programme 

◼ Lighter weight - High energy per unit mass is released which makes it economical 

◼ Missile Programme for the Defense- Cryogenic technology is useful for the development of 

futuristic rocket engines 

◼ Clean technology - Cryogenic technology uses Hydrogen and oxygen as fuel and releases water 

as a by-product. This is one of its greatest achievements as no pollution is caused by its use 

◼ India rises as a Space power- Earlier India was refused to be helped with technology by other 

countries. Only the US, Japan, France, Russia & China had this technology. Now India stands 

neck to neck with them 

◼ Other uses of cryotechnology are in blood banks, food storage etc. 
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Indian scientists conducted the first successful cryogenic engine test in the year 2003 and the first 

successful flight was conducted in 2014. 

 

Revise previous current affairs on Launch Vehicle Mark-3 (LVM3). 

 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

9. Armistice Day- November 11 [Days in news] 

Article: THE DAILY QUIZ (PAGE 13) 

About Armistice Day 

◼ The Armistice was signed between the allies and Germany in a railway carriage in the forest of 

Compiègne to end the first world war in 1918. 

◼ Between the world wars, November 11 was 

commemorated as Armistice Day in the United States, 

Great Britain, and France.  

◼ After World War II, the holiday was recognized as a 

day of tribute to veterans of both wars.  

◼ Beginning in 1954, the United States designated 

November 11 as Veterans Day to honor veterans of all 

U.S. wars.  

◼ British Commonwealth countries now call the holiday Remembrance Day. 

 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

Fiscal vulnerability of states  

- A way out of Kerala’s fiscal vulnerability (Page 10, Editorial) 

Indian contribution to the world wars  

- Forgotten in India after fighting from world trenches (Page 10, Editorial) 

Appointment of the Governor  

- Should Chief Ministers have a say in the appointment of Governors? (Page 11, Opinion) 

 

 
No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair Date 

1 NIA T.N. blast accused planned suicide 

attacks, says NIA (Front Page) 

23 Sept 2022 

2 ED Why haven’t you arrested 

Jacqueline yet, court asks ED (Page 

4) 

18 April 2022 

3 Current Account Deficit (CAD) ‘Current account deficit may be 

lower at 3% this fiscal’ (Page 18) 

20 October 2022 

4 Tea Board of India Tea Board seeks ₹1,000 crore for 

next 5 years for industry (Page 18) 

 

5 March 2022 

5 United Nations Human Rights 

Council (UNHRC) 

Human rights defenders must obey 

law of the land, says India at HRC 

session (Page 14) 

8 October 2022 
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