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ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 
Daily Current Affairs Question Practice 

Question: 

◼ “The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC)” is the India’s apex regulator of 

genetically modified plants and food product. It is functioning under the ____ 

a) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

b) Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers 

c) Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare 

d) Ministry of Science and Technology 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Special NIA Court [Polity: Judiciary] 

Article: Mere possession of ‘jihadi’ literature not an offence: NIA court (Page 3) 

Context:  

The mere possession of ‘jihadi’ literature is not an offence in itself unless “there is material about the 

execution of such philosophy so as to commit a terrorist act,” a special National Investigation Agency 

court here observed while framing charges against nine accused in an Unlawful Activities 

(Prevention) Act case. 

About Special NIA Court 

◼ Certain laws or Acts allow special courts to be set up or appointed to deal with offences covered 

under that law.  

◼ These courts can be used for speeding up the legal process and to deal with cases in a more 

efficient manner. 

◼ Apart from the NIA Act, some other legislations that provide for special courts are: the Scheduled 

Castes and the Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989; and the Narcotic Drugs and 

Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985. 

◼ Special courts can be set up by both Central and State governments, as specified by the legislation.  

◼ The government can either establish a new special court, or it can order an existing court like a 

District Court to act as a special court for judging certain cases. 

◼ Since there is no fixed structure or uniform law regulating special courts, the operation of different 

special courts can vary. 

2. Performance Grading Index [Govt Initiatives: Education] 

Article: Seven toppers in latest index on school education (Page 14) 

Context:  

Gujarat is now among the top performers in school education, according to an index released by the 

Ministry of Education. 

About Performance Grading Index  

◼ The Performance Grading Index is a tool to provide insights on the status of school education in 

States and UTs including key levers that drive their performance and critical areas for 

improvement. 

◼ The Performance Grading Index of the Ministry of Education classifies States and Union 

Territories into 10 grades based on their score out of a total 1,000 points. 



 

◼ The PGI scores are the aggregate score of 5 domains of educational attainment of States/ UTs 

viz., Learning Outcomes (LO), Access (A), Infrastructure & Facilities (IF), Equity (E) and 

Governance Process (GP).   

◼ The purpose of the PGI is to help the 

States and UTs to pinpoint the gaps and 

accordingly prioritize areas for 

intervention to ensure that the school 

education system is robust at every level.  

◼ At the same time it will also act as a good source of information for best practices followed by 

States and UTs which can be shared. 

◼ The schemes initiated by the Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL) along with 

the implementation of the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, have resulted 

in significant improvement in accessibility.  

◼ As a logical next step, the focus has now shifted from access to quality of education.  

◼ The evaluation will grade the States and UTs, as opposed to ranking.  

◼ Grading, by allowing several States and UTs to be considered at the same level, eliminates the 

phenomenon of one improving only at the cost of others, thereby casting a stigma of 

underperformance on the latter, though, in effect they may have maintained status quo or even 

done better than earlier.  

◼ A total of 7 States and UTs, namely Kerala, Punjab, Chandigarh, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Rajasthan, 

and Andhra Pradesh have attained Level II (score 901-950) in 2020-21 as compared to none in 

2017-18.   

◼ The most significant performer in 2020-21 is Ladakh which has attained the Level 4 in 2020-21 

from Level 10 in 2019-20 might be due to focused attention of UT administration on School 

education.  

3. Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (POK) [IR: Neighborhood Relations (India-Pakistan)] 

Article: No other country has the locus standi to speak on Kashmir, stresses MEA (Page 13) 

Context: 

Issuing a detailed response to the China-Pakistan joint statement that was issued during Pakistan 

Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif’s visit to Beijing on Wednesday, New Delhi said on Thursday that 

references to Jammu & Kashmir were “unwarranted”. It also criticised plans to build more projects 

in Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (POK), with possible extensions to Afghanistan, under the China 

Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC). 

About Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (POK) 

◼ Pakistan Occupied Kashmir (PoK) is that part of the Jammu 

and Kashmir (India) which was invaded by Pakistan in 1947.  

◼ The region is referred by the United Nations and other 

international organizations, as 'Pakistani-controlled Kashmir' 

(or Pakistan Administered Kashmir) and it was re-named as 

'Pakistan occupied Jammu-Kashmir' by the Modi 

government. 

PoK divided into two parts: 

◼ Azad Jammu and Kashmir (AJK): Also called Azad Kashmir and is attached to the western 

part of Indian Kashmir. 



 

◼ Gilgit-Baltistan (referred to as the 'Northern Areas' till August 2009): Baltistan was the area of 

west Ladakh province which was occupied by Pakistan in 1947. 

Importance 

◼ Because of its location, PoK is of immense strategic importance.  

◼ It shares borders with several countries - the Punjab and North-West Frontier Province provinces 

(now called Khyber-Pakhthunkhwa) in Pakistan to the west, the Wakhan Corridor of Afghanistan 

in the north-west, Xinjiang province of the People’s Republic of China to the north and India’s 

Jammu and Kashmir to the east.  

Situation of PoK since 1947 

◼ After accession, the Indian part of J&K followed the democratic path as per Article 370 of the 

Indian constitution while the area under Pakistani occupation was bifurcated into two- 'Azad 

Jammu and Kashmir' (AJK) and the 'Northern Areas,' which consisted of Gilgit-Baltistan. 

◼ AJK is governed under the Azad Kashmir Interim Constitution Act passed in 1974.  

◼ Even though AJK has a president, prime minister, and a council, the governing structure is 

powerless and dependent on the Pakistani establishment for the smallest issues. 

◼ The leaders of AJK surrendered the Northern Areas to Pakistan under the Karachi Agreement 

of 1949. 

◼ The Karachi Agreement, which governs the rule of Pakistan over Gilgit-Baltistan, was signed 

between the president of Azad Kashmir, the Muslim Conference and a minister without portfolio 

from Pakistan, Mushtaq Ahmed Gurmani. 

Instrument of Accession 

▪ During partition, Jammu and Kashmir was given the option to join either India or Pakistan but 

Maharaja Hari Singh, the ruler of that time, decided to keep it as an independent state. 

▪ In 1947, Pakistan's Pashtoon tribals attacked Jammu and Kashmir. To tackle this situation, 

Maharaja Hari Singh sought military help from the then Indian Governor-General Mountbatten. 

▪ Mountbatten replied saying, "It is my government's wish that as soon as law and order have 

been restored in Jammu and Kashmir and her soil cleared of the invader, the question of the 

State's accession should be settled by a reference to the people." 

▪ Following Mountbatten's advice, the Indian government attempted a plebiscite, or referendum, 

for the Kashmiri people to decide if they wanted to stay a part of India, Pakistan, or remain an 

independent state. 

▪ The plebiscite could not take place as the Pakistani government and a part of Kashmiri residents 

questioned the legality of India's accession to Kashmir, which up till now remains a point of 

debate. 

▪ Following this, Maharaja Hari Singh signed the Instrument of Accession at Amar Palace in 

Jammu on October 26, which India's last Governor-General Lord Mountbatten accepted on 

October 27. 

▪ This remark is said to have sowed the seed of the Kashmir dispute. 

Revise CPEC, LAC & UNSC 1267 list. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

4. Types of Inflation (based on rate of inflation) [Economy: Inflation] 

Article: Turkish inflation surges, crosses highest level since 1997 (Page 11, Text & Context) 

Context: 

85 In %, Turkey’s inflation in October, the highest level since 1997 as President Recep Tayyip 

Erdogan sticks to unorthodox policies to combat cost-of-living crisis.  

Types of Inflation (based on rate of inflation) 

Creeping Inflation 

◼ Creeping or mild inflation occurs when prices rise by 3% or less per year.  

◼ This type of inflation occurs when the price level persistently rises over a period of time at a mild 

rate. 

◼ That kind of mild inflation makes consumers expect that prices will keep going up, which 

boosts demand.  

◼ Consumers buy now in order to beat higher future prices.  

◼ That's how mild inflation drives economic expansion. 

◼ When the rate of inflation is less than 10 per cent annually, or it is a single digit inflation rate, it 

is considered to be a moderate inflation. 

Walking Inflation 

◼ This strong, or destructive, inflation is between 3% and 10% per year.  

◼ It is harmful to the economy, because it heats up economic growth too quickly.  

◼ People start to buy more than they need, to avoid tomorrow's much-higher prices.  

◼ This increased buying drives demand even further so that suppliers can't keep up.  

◼ As a result, common goods and services are priced out of the reach of most people. 

Galloping Inflation 

◼ When inflation rises to 10% or more, it wreaks absolute havoc on the economy.  

◼ Money loses value so quickly that business and employee income can't keep up with costs and 

prices.  

◼ Foreign investors, in turn, avoid the country where this occurs, depriving it of needed capital.  

◼ The economy becomes unstable, and government leaders lose credibility.  

Hyperinflation 

◼ Hyperinflation occurs when prices skyrocket by more than 50% per month.  

◼ It is very rare. In fact, most examples of hyperinflation occur when governments print money to 

pay for wars.  

◼ Examples of hyperinflation include Germany in the 1920s, Zimbabwe in the 2000s, and 

Venezuela in the 2010s. 

Stagflation 

◼ Stagflation occurs when economic growth is stagnant but there still is price inflation. 

◼ It is an economic situation in which inflation and economic stagnation or recession occur 

simultaneously and remain unchecked for a period of time.  

◼ Stagflation was witnessed by developed countries in 1970s, when world oil prices rose 

dramatically.  

Deflation 

◼ Deflation is the reverse of inflation.  

◼ It refers to a sustained decline in the price level of goods and services.  



 

◼ It occurs when the annual inflation rate falls below zero percent (a negative inflation rate), 

resulting in an increase in the real value of money.  

◼ Japan suffered from deflation for almost a decade in 1990s. 

5. RISAT-2 (Radar Imaging Satellite 2) [Space Technology] 

Article: RISAT-2 satellite makes re-entry into Earth’s atmosphere (Page 7) 

Context: 

ISRO’s RISAT-2 satellite, launched in 2009, has made an uncontrolled re-entry into the Earth’s 

atmosphere. 

The space agency on Thursday said the RISAT-2 satellite, weighing about 300 kg, made an 

uncontrolled re-entry in the Indian Ocean near Jakarta on October 30. 

About RISAT-2 (Radar Imaging Satellite 2) 

◼ RISAT-2 is a satellite imaging mission of ISRO using an active X-band SAR (Synthetic Aperture 

Radar) imager.  

◼ The objective of the RISAT mission is to use the all-weather 

as well as the day-and-night SAR observation capability in 

applications such as agriculture, forestry, soil moisture, 

geology, sea ice, coastal monitoring, object identification, and 

flood monitoring, but also for military surveillance. 

◼ RISAT-2 was launched on 20 April 2009 by PSLV-C12 

launch vehicle in an inclined eccentric orbit of 41.2deg inclination with Perigee altitude 400 Km 

and Apogee altitude 550 Km. 

◼ RISAT 2 was launched as the prime passenger on an indian PSLV-CA launch vehicle together 

with a small piggy-back satellite. 

◼ Since its injection RISAT-2’s radar payload services were provided for various space 

applications. 

Indian System for Safe and Sustainable Space Operations Management (IS4OM) 

• The IS40M system was developed with a comprehensive viewpoint, according to ISRO 

(Indian Space Research Organisation), to assure the safety and sustainability of the space 

environment while enjoying the benefits of sustainable use of space for national 

development. 

• Additionally, as part of IS4OM, specialised labs for space debris reduction and cleanup, 

compliance verification of UN/Inter-Agency Space Debris Coordination Committee 

(IADC) recommendations, and diverse R&D activities have been set up. 

• A dedicated control centre for operations aimed at monitoring, tracking, and safeguarding 

India’s space assets was opened by ISRO in December 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6. Cordy gold nanoparticles (Cor-AuNPs) [Science & Technology] 

Article: A gold-mushroom combo to ease drug delivery (Front Page) 

Context: 

Cordy gold nanoparticles (Cor-AuNPs), the outcome of a collaborative experiment by scientists from 

four Indian institutions, has earned an international patent from Germany.  

About Cordy gold nanoparticles (Cor-AuNPs) 

◼ Cordy gold nanoparticles which are derived from the synthesis of the extracts of Cordyceps 

militaris and gold salts, could make drug delivery in the 

human body faster and surer.  

◼ Cordyceps militaris is a high-value parasitic fungus, 

lab-grown at the Department of Biotechnology’s 

Technology Incubation Centre (TIC) in Bodoland 

University, one of the collaborators of the patented 

work.  

◼ Gold salts are ionic chemical compounds of gold 

generally used in medicine.  

◼ Penetration in the cells is more when the drug particles are smaller.  

◼ Cordyceps militaris, called super mushroom for its tremendous medicinal properties, adds 

bioactive components to the synthesis of gold nanoparticles for better penetration. 

◼ Biosynthesised nanogold particles indicate a new application of nanoparticles in the development 

of therapeutic drugs that can be delivered as ointments, tablets, capsules, and in other forms. 

Gold Nanoparticles for Medicines 

▪ Gold nanoparticles (AuNPs) are small gold particles with a diameter of 1 to 100 nm which, 

once dispersed in water, are also known as colloidal gold. 

▪ Functionalized gold nanoparticles with controlled geometrical and optical properties are the 

subject of intensive studies and biomedical applications. 

▪ They find applications in genomics, biosensorics, immunoassays, clinical chemistry, laser 

phototherapy of cancer cells and tumors, the targeted delivery of drugs etc. 

 

Cordyceps 

▪ Cordyceps is a fungus that lives on certain caterpillars in the high mountain regions of China.  

▪ It is a type of fungus long used in traditional Chinese medicine.  

▪ It is said to have potent antioxidant and anti-inflammatory effects. 

▪ Cordyceps is used to treat coughs, chronic bronchitis, respiratory disorders, kidney disorders, 

nighttime urination, male sexual problems, anemia, irregular heartbeat, high cholesterol, liver 

disorders, dizziness, weakness, ringing in the ears, unwanted weight loss, and opium addiction. 

▪ There are over 400 known species of cordyceps, although the types used in most supplements 

are man-made in the lab. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7. Pusa biodecomposer [Agriculture & Pollution Control] 

Article: ‘Punjab govt. failed to curb stubble burning’ (Front Page) 

Context: 

With air quality in the National Capital Region (NCR) deteriorating to the “severe” category, Union 

Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav said Punjab had fallen short of its commitments to curb 

stubble burning by “officially refusing” to use the biodecomposer spray that reportedly helps farmers 

to manage paddy straw. 

About Pusa biodecomposer 

◼ The Pusa biodecomposer is a microbial solution which is expected to help with the decomposition 

of paddy stubble after the harvest. 

◼ Pusa Decomposer capsules contain Fungal Culture which is used for all types of Crops waste, 

Kitchen waste, Garden waste & Cow waste.  

◼ The Delhi government has been pushing the decomposer as an alternative to stubble burning to 

clear the paddy fields after the kharif harvest and before the sowing of the rabi crop begins. 

◼ The solution has been developed by the the  Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR). 

8. Amur falcon [Biodiversity: Species] 

Article:  Going beyond Amur falcons: Nagaland to celebrate avian diversity, undertake census 

(Page 14) 

Context: 

Nagaland is undertaking the first avian documentation exercise going beyond the Amur falcons, the 

migratory raptor that put the State on the world birding map. 

About Amur falcon 

◼ The Amur falcon is a small raptor of the falcon family.  

◼ Every year, hundreds of thousands of Amur falcons stop-over in Nagaland and Manipur in NE 

India during their autumn migration westward. 

◼ In 2012 the overexploitation of Amur falcons was 

brought to the attention of the public by Conservation 

India.  

◼ Indian officials have since effectively banned the 

killing and Nagaland Wildlife & Biodiversity 

Conservation Trust (NWBCT) has initiated a teaching 

project aimed at raising local awareness of biodiversity protection.  

◼ Since 2012, many local businesses in Nagaland have expressed the desire to instigate eco-tourism 

as an income alternative to killing and selling falcons, and today very few Amur falcons are 

hunted in the region. 

Distribution 

◼ In Asia, the Amur falcon can be found around the Amur river region, in southeastern Russia, 

northern China and eastern Mongolia, sometimes all the way east to the Korean peninsula.   

◼ During migration, Amur falcon cross eastern and southern Asia, including China, Bangladesh, 

Bhutan, Nepal, Lao,  Myanmar, Thailand, Pakistan and India. 

◼ When on passage over the Indian Ocean, the falcons are also seen on Indian Ocean Islands: the 

Maldives, Seychelles, and the British Indian Ocean Territory.  

 

 



 

Migratory Behaviour 

◼ In autumn (red line on the map) the amur falcons leave their breeding grounds in the Amur river 

region in northeastern Asia, and start their incredible journey south. First they head south, to 

round the Himalayas, and then they stop in Nagaland, northeastern 

India. 

◼ When leaving Nagaland, they head south again, either crossing the 

Bengal Bay or taking an inland route over India, to reach the Wester 

Ghats and the west coast of India. 

◼ From the Indian coast, they start crossing the Indian Ocean, a journey 

that takes about 4 days.  

◼ The front between the two main atmospheric pressure systems in the 

region, The Intertropical Convergencre Zone, is moving southwestard at this time, bringing 

with it, prevailing southwestward winds.  

◼ The falcons are thought to use these winds to carry them towards Africa. 

◼ When the falcons reach Africa, the journey is still not over. Directing their flight southwards, they 

steer their way through east Africa, to finally arrive in South Africa, thousands of kilometres from 

where they once started their journey. 

◼ In late spring (the green line on the map), the Amur falcons have to return to Asia.  

◼ Now, the winds over the Indian Ocean has change direction, and the Somali Jet now travels along 

the Horn of Africa, northeastwards.  

◼ The Amur falcons are thought to use the Somali Jet, crossing the Arabian Sea from the Arabian 

peninsula, reaching India in April. 

Another interesting bird species that migrates from Asia to Africa is the common swift (Apus apus). 

One population of swifts, known as the Beijing swifts, has a breeding range very close and even 

overlapping with the Amur falcons. However, unlike the Amur, the Beijing swifts take the 

continental route to Africa, rounding the Himalayas to the north and avoid crossing the Indian 

Ocean. 

Learn more about multi-species migration over the Indian Ocean 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

9. Vanuatu- Map Location [Place in News] 

Article: Vanuatu’s big plea does little to arrest climate change (Editorial, Page 8) 

Context: 

The President of Vanuatu, a small Pacific island, wanted the General Assembly to adopt a universal 

Non Proliferation Treaty to ban the use of fossil fuels across the world. Vanuatu’s plea comes in the 

wake of a similar call for phaseout of coal which was made last year at the Glasgow climate 

conference.  

About Vanuatu 

◼ Vanuatu is a South Pacific Ocean nation made up of 

roughly 80 islands that stretch 1,300 kilometers. 

◼ Vanuatu - a string of more than 80 islands once known 

as the New Hebrides - achieved independence from 

France and Britain in 1980.  

◼ Most of the islands are inhabited; some have active 

volcanoes. 



 

◼ The island of Pentecost is home to land diving, a precursor to bungee jumping, which is still 

practised. 

◼ Vanuatu is home to one of the world's most accessible volcanoes, and to the John Frum or Brum 

cargo cult. 

10. Mount Kilimanjaro [Places in News] 

Article: Multiple fires continue to ravage Mount Kilimanjaro in Tanzania (Page 15) 

Context: 

Multiple fires on Mount Kilimanjaro have ravaged vegetation and wildlife, Tanzania’s Prime Minister 

Kassim Majaliwa said on Thursday as hundreds of soldiers and volunteers try to defuse the blaze that 

broke out two weeks ago.  

About Mount Kilimanjaro 

◼ Located in Tanzania, Mount Kilimanjaro is the African continent's highest peak at 5,895 meters 

(19,340 feet).  

◼ The majestic mountain is a snow-capped volcano. 

◼ It is the largest free-standing mountain rise in the world, meaning it is not part of 

a mountain range. 

◼ Also called a stratovolcano (a term for a very large volcanomade of ash, lava, and rock), 

Kilimanjaro is made up of three cones: Kibo, Mawenzi, and Shira.  

◼ Kibo is the summitof the mountain and the tallest of the three volcanic formations. 

◼ In 1973, the mountain and its six surrounding forest corridors were named Kilimanjaro National 

Park in order to protect its unique environment.  

◼ The park was named a United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

(UNESCO) World Heritage site in 1987. 

◼ A variety of animals live in the area surrounding the mountain, including the blue monkey 

(Cercopithecus mitis). 

Highest peaks in the world 

Mountain peak Range Location 

Everest Himalayas Nepal/Tibet 

K2 (Godwin Austen) Karakoram Pakistan/China 

Kanchenjunga Himalayas India/Nepal 

Lhotse I  Himalayas Nepal/Tibet 

Makalu I  Himalayas  Nepal/Tibet 

Cho Oyu  Himalayas Nepal/Tibet 

 

Seven Summits (the highest peak on each of the seven continents) 

Continent  Mountain Country/Range 

Asia  Mt Everest  Himalayas-Nepal/Tibet 

South America  Aconcagua Andes-Argentina 

North America  McKinley (Denali) Alaska- United States, Alaska 

Africa  Mt. Kilimanjaro Tanzania 

Europe  Elbrus Russia/Georgia 

Antarctica  Vinson Massif Ellsworth Mts 

Australia  Kosciusko Australia 

 



 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

Climate Change Mitigation 

- Vanuatu’s big plea does little to arrest climate change (Editorial, Page 8) 

 

ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 

September 2022 - Daily Current Affairs Question Practice –  

Answer & Explanation 

Question 

◼ “The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC)” is the India’s apex regulator of 

genetically modified plants and food product. It is functioning under the ____ 

a) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

b) Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers 

c) Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers' Welfare 

d) Ministry of Science and Technology 

Answer: (a): Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change 

 

 
No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair 

Date 

1 National Pension System (NPS) ‘NPS a crime committed by 

Congress, BJP will solve it’ (Page 

14) 

17 October 2022 

2 Lifestyle for Environment (LiFE) 

Initiative 

India will insist on action, clear 

framework at COP27 (Page 13) 

21 October 2022 

3 Intellectual Property Rights 

(IPR) 

Army registers IPR of design for 

new combat uniform (Page 13) 

17 March 2022 

4    

5 Enforcement Directorate (ED) Illegal mining case: just arrest me 

if I’m guilty, Soren tells ED 

(Front Page) 

8 March 2022 

 

 


