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ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 

Daily Current Affairs Question Practice 

▪ Consider the following statements with reference to the Private Members’ Bill: 

1. It is introduced in the parliament by a minister. 

2. Its rejection by the house has no implication on the Parliamentary confidence in the 

government or its resignation. 

3. It has lesser chance to be approved by the parliament. 

4. Its introduction in the house requires one month’s notice. 

(a) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(b) 1 and 4 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

NOTE:  

▪ Answer and the explanation will be provided in the next day's news analysis. 

▪ Please follow our ‘ACS’ Telegram channel to get the daily news analysis (IAS-Academy of 

Civil Services) 

 

GS 1: ART AND CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Aryan Invasion Theory [Ancient India] 

Article: The Dravidian movement and Aryan illusions (Page 6) 

Context 

The remarks that the Governor of Tamil Nadu, R.N. Ravi, made last week, on Aryan-Dravidian 

differences being geographical and not racial, offer remarkable insights into the contemporary political 

state-of-affairs.  

About Aryan Invasion Theory 

• The theory of the Aryan invasion (or migration) was first put forward by Western scholars during 

the colonial age.  

• It was first propounded by Max Muller. 

• It maintained that a race of European or Central Asian “Aryans” swept into the subcontinent 

displacing the indigenous Indus Valley Civilisation.  

• India’s original inhabitants were “dark-skinned” Dravidians, who built a peaceful, highly 

developed, urban civilization in western India and present-day Pakistan, referred to as the 

Harappan or Indus Valley Civilization (IVC). 

• India was invaded and conquered from the West by a nomadic people called the Indo-Aryans 

around 1500 BCE.  

• Various different homelands were suggested for these ‘Aryans’ / Indo-Europeans: central Asia, 

Scandinavia, North Germany, Hungary and Ukraine.  

• They destroyed the indigenous Dravidian civilization, subjugated the natives, and forced them to 

migrate to India’s South. 

• These Aryans were said to have introduced key elements of Indian culture such as the Sanskrit 

language – which gave rise to the Indo-Aryan branch of languages spoken all across north, west 

and east India today – as well as the Vedas, the foundational texts of Hinduism.  
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New Findings 

• One of the recent studies examined DNA samples extracted from 4,500-year-old skeletal remains 

of a woman found in Rakhigarhi, the IVC site in Haryana. The study conclusively points to the 

following facts: 

o There is no evidence of large-scale migration of any kind in the Harappan civilisation to 

corroborate the Aryan invasion. 

o The study also says the people of Harappan civilisation are the ancestors of the most of the 

population of South Asia. 

o Most importantly, Harappan people are the same as Vedic people. The researchers said there 

was archaeological and genetic data to buttress their claims, including the one about Vedic 

culture being developed by the indigenous people. 

• The other study, the largest ever study of ancient human DNA, analyses the genomes of 523 ancient 

individuals spanning the last 8,000 years, mostly from central Asia and northernmost South Asia. 

o The study showed that there was no central Asian Steppe ancestry among the Harappans, 

indicating that the Steppe pastoralists migrated to India after the decline of the Harappan 

civilisation. 

o The indigenous people migrated from the north to south India between 1800 BC and 1600 BC, 

likely following the collapse of the Indus Valley Civilisation. This was nearly 100 years before 

Arabians and central Asian Steppe population arrived in India. 

o The study suggests that farming was indigenous to India contradicting an earlier belief that it 

was brought to the region through migrations from Iran. 

o As the Harappans traded with Mesopotamia, Egypt, the Persian Gulf and almost all across South 

Asia, there was bound to be movement of people resulting in a mixed genetic history. 

o India had a heterogeneous population right from the beginning of settled life. 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) [Govt Schemes- Food Security] 

Article: ‘Wheat stocks to exceed buffer norms’ (Page 12) 

Context 

The government on Friday said wheat stocks in FCI godowns is expected to be 134 lakh tonnes at the 

start of next fiscal, 80% more than the buffer norm. 

About Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) 

• The free food grain scheme or the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) was 

introduced by the Narendra Modi government in March 2020. 

• Under this scheme, the center provides 5kg of free food grains per month to the poor.  

• This is in addition to the subsidized (Rs 2-3 per kg) ration provided under the National Food 

Security Act (NFSA) to families covered under the Public Distribution System (PDS). 

• PMGKAY caters free food grain, either rice or wheat, to over 80 crore beneficiaries of NSFA. 

• The scheme which can be availed through the One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) plan was 

first introduced from April to June 2020 during the stringent lockdown in India and has been 

extended six times ever since.  

• The latest extension was announced on 26 March and the scheme has been extended up to 

September 2022 at a cost of Rs 80,000 crore. 
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Recent Trends in India's Wheat Export 

• As Russia and Ukraine, the largest exporters of wheat were at war, India has been looking forward 

to fill this gap by boosting its own exports. 

• However, food security campaigners insisted on a cautious approach.  

• They argued that ensuring the stability of prices and the availability of grain for internal 

consumption should be the top two priorities than increasing exports. 

• The increase in exports should not be done at the cost of domestic consumption, especially with 

the recent expansion of the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) program 

• The extreme temperatures recorded in March and April, across North India, were the reason behind 

the sudden turnaround of the government, forcing them to ban wheat exports. 

3. Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) [Regulatory Bodies- Aviation Sector] 

Article: Disability not a ground to deny boarding, DGCA tells airlines (Page 10) 

Context 

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) has amended its rules on carrying disabled persons 

and explicitly stated that disability should not be a ground for an airline to deny boarding to a 

passenger. 

About Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) 

• The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is the regulatory body in the field of Civil 

Aviation, primarily dealing with safety issues.  

• It is responsible for regulation of air transport services to/from/within India and for enforcement 

of civil air regulations, air safety, and airworthiness standards.  

• The DGCA also co-ordinates all regulatory functions with the International Civil Aviation 

Organisation (ICAO). 

• The headquarters are located in New Delhi with regional offices in the various parts of India. 

4. Private Member Bill [Polity- Parliament] 

Article: Din in RS over private member’s Bill (Page 9) 

Context 

Opposition members protested against the introduction of a private member’s Bill on the repeal of The 

Places of Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991, in the Rajya Sabha on Friday. 

About Private Member Bill 

• A member of parliament (MP) who is not a minister is a private member.  

• The Bills introduced by private members are referred to as Private Member’s Bills. 

• The Private Bill has to be admitted or not is decided by the Speaker of the Lok Sabha or 

Chairperson of the Rajya Sabha. 

• The MP who wants to move a Private Member’s Bill has to give at least a month’s notice, for the 

House Secretariat to examine it for compliance with constitutional provisions and rules on 

legislation.  

• While a government Bill can be introduced and discussed on any day, a private member’s bill is 

only introduced and discussed on Fridays. 

• In case of multiple Bills, a ballot system is used to decide the sequence of bills for introduction. 

• The Parliamentary Committee on Private Member's Bills and Resolutions goes through all such 

Bills and classifies them based on their urgency and importance. 

• No Private Member’s Bill has been passed by the Parliament since 1970. 



 
6 

• So far, the Parliament has passed 14 such Bills, six of them in 1956. 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

5.  Real Effective Exchange Rate (REER) [Economy- External Sector] 

Article: Currency caution (Page 8) 

Context 

The Indian rupee is experiencing its worst slump in four years. Since the start of 2022, the currency 

has depreciated by more than 7% against the U.S. dollar, weakening past a historic low of 80 to a dollar 

mark earlier this week. 

About Real Effective Exchange Rate (REER) 

• The real effective exchange rate (REER) compares a nation's currency value against the weighted 

average of the currencies of its major trading partners. 

• It is an indicator of the international competitiveness of a nation in comparison with its trade 

partners. 

• The formula is weighted to take into account the relative importance of each trading partner to the 

home country. 

• An increasing REER indicates that a country is losing its competitive edge. 

• A nation's nominal effective exchange rate (NEER), adjusted for inflation in the home country, 

equals its real effective exchange rate (REER). 

6. Exchange Value of the Rupee [Economy- External Sector] 

Article: Despite pressures, the rupee’s remarkable resilience (Page 6) 

Context 

The Indian rupee has depreciated by around 7% against the U.S. dollar, since the start of the year, in 

response to various domestic and global factors. 

About Exchange Value of the Rupee 

• The Indian rupee has been witnessing a steady decline this year, losing more than 6% against the 

U.S. dollar since the beginning of 2022.  

• India’s forex reserves have also dropped below $600 billion, plunging by more than $50 billion 

since September 3, 2021, when forex reserves stood at an all-time high of $642 billion.  

• The drop in India’s forex reserves is believed to be largely due to steps taken by the Reserve Bank 

of India to support the rupee.  

• It's may be also because of the fall in the dollar value of assets held as reserves by the RBI.  

• For instance, if a portion of the reserves are in euros and the euro depreciates against the dollar, 

this would cause a drop in the value of forex reserves. 

What determines the rupee’s value?  

• The value of any currency is determined by demand for the currency as well as its supply.  

• When the supply of a currency increases, its value drops.  

• On the other hand, when the demand for a currency increases, its value rises.  

• In the wider economy, central banks determine the supply of currencies, while the demand for 

currencies depends on the amount of goods and services produced in the economy.  

• In the forex market, the supply of rupees is determined by the demand for imports and various 

foreign assets.  
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• So, if there is high demand to import oil, it can lead to an increase in the supply of rupees in the 

forex market and cause the rupee’s value to drop.  

• The demand for rupees in the forex market, on the other hand, depends on foreign demand for 

Indian exports and other domestic assets.  

• So, for instance, when there is great enthusiasm among foreign investors to invest in India, it can 

lead to an increase in the supply of dollars in the forex market which in turn causes the rupee’s 

value to rise against the dollar. 

What is causing the rupee to lose value against the dollar?  

• Since March this year, the U.S. Federal Reserve has been raising its benchmark interest rate causing 

investors seeking higher returns to pull capital away from emerging markets such as India and back 

into the U.S.  

• This, in turn, has put pressure on emerging market currencies which have depreciated significantly 

against the U.S. dollar. 

• Even developed market currencies such as the euro and the yen have depreciated against the dollar 

and the dollar index is up more than 9% so far this year.  

• In 2013, the rupee fell 15% against the dollar in about three months after investors were spooked 

by the US Federal Reserve’s decision to trim down its bond purchase program that had helped keep 

long-term interest rates low. 

• Moreover, India’s current account deficit, which measures the gap between the value of imports 

and exports of goods and services, is expected to hit a 10-year high of 3.3% of gross domestic 

product in the current financial year.  

• This means that India’s import demand amid rising global oil prices is likely to negatively affect 

the rupee unless foreign investors pour sufficient capital into the country to fund the deficit.  

• The rupee has consistently lost value against the U.S. dollar for several decades now.  

• A major reason for this has been consistently higher domestic price inflation in India.  

• Higher inflation in India suggests that the RBI has been creating rupees at a faster rate than the 

U.S. Federal Reserve has been creating dollars.  

• So, while capital and trade flows gain a lot of attention in discussions on the rupee’s value, the 

difference in the rates at which the U.S. Federal Reserve and the RBI regulate the supply of their 

currencies may play a much larger role in determining the value of the rupee in the long run. 

7. India’s Ethanol Blending Policy [Govt Policies- Environmental Pollution & Degradation] 

Article: ‘Sugar output to rise by 5 lakh tonne next season’ (Page 12) 

Context 

In the current season, almost 34 lakh tonne of sugar was diverted for ethanol till July 10. Ethanol 

blending in 2022-2023 is expected to be 12% and hence, about 545 crore litre of ethanol would be 

required.  

About History of ethanol-blending in India 

• Ethanol, or ethyl alcohol, is a hydrocarbon that when burnt can generate heat and power engines. 

• Since two decades, India has been moving towards putting in place an ecosystem to have more 

ethanol blended into petrol for use vehicles, particularly two and four wheelers.  

• However, it takes much more ethanol to power a vehicle’s engine than petrol.  

• It also leaves residual by-products that can corrode and damage the vehicle which is why, while 

vehicles can be run on ethanol, they need to be tuned accordingly so that they don’t compromise 

on efficiency and usability.  
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• On the other hand, the gains are potentially significant as ethanol can be sourced from sugarcane, 

molasses, maize, which given India’s agricultural base, can substantially reduce India’s 

dependence on petroleum. 

• Since 2001, India has tested the feasibility of ethanol-blended 

petrol whereby 5% ethanol blended petrol (95% petrol-5% 

ethanol) was supplied to retail outlets.  

• In 2002, India launched the Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) 

Programme and began selling 5% ethanol blended petrol in nine 

States and four Union Territories that was extended to twenty 

States and four UTs in 2006.  

• In 2015, the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways notified 

that E5 [blending 5% ethanol with 95% gasoline] petrol and the 

rubber and plastic components used in gasoline vehicles produced since 2008 be compatible with 

the E10 fuel.  

• In 2019, the Ministry notified the E10 fuel [blending 10% ethanol with 90% gasoline].  

• Financial incentives for distilleries coupled with policy support has seen average blending touch 

5%.  

• Standards for E20, E85 and even E100 fuel have already been laid. This includes standards for 

ethanol blended diesel.  

• Since 2020, India has been announcing its intent to achieve 10% blending by the end of 2022 and 

20% blending by 2030.  

• The Centre has also targeted 5% blending of biodiesel with diesel by 2030. 

How does this affect engines? 

• When using E20, there is an estimated loss of 6-7% fuel efficiency for four wheelers which are 

originally designed for E0 and calibrated for E10, 3-4% for two wheelers designed for E0 and 

calibrated for E10 and 1-2% for four wheelers designed for E10 and calibrated for E20.  

• Car makers have said that with modifications in engines (hardware and tuning), the loss in 

efficiency due to blended fuel can be reduced.  

• To compensate the consumers for a drop in efficiency from ethanol blended fuels, tax incentives 

on E10 and E20 fuel may be considered.  

International Experience 

• Flex Fuel Engine technology (FFE), or vehicles that run entirely on ethanol, are popular in Brazil. 

• The cost of flex fuel vehicles (four-wheelers) could cost about ₹17,000 to ₹25,000 more than the 

current generation of vehicles. 

• The global production of fuel ethanol touched 110 billion litres in 2019, or about an average growth 

of 4% year per year during the last decade.  

• The U.S. and Brazil make up 92 billion litres, or 84% of the global share, followed by European 

Union (EU), China, India, Canada and Thailand. 

• The prices of ethanol produced in India are higher compared to U.S. and Brazil, because of the 

minimum support prices that the government provides. 

Environmental costs of Ethanol Blending 

• Because ethanol burns more completely than petrol, it avoids emissions such as carbon monoxide.  

• However, tests conducted in India have shown that there is no reduction in nitrous oxides, one of 

the major environmental pollutants.  
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• A report by the Institute for Energy Economics and Financial Analysis (IEEFA) says that for India 

to meet its target of 20% ethanol blended in petrol by the year 2025, it will need to bring in 30,000 

additional sq km of land to come under maize cultivation.  

• Half that land can be used more efficiently to produce clean electricity from solar energy, they 

contend. 

• For India, sugarcane is the cheapest source of ethanol.  

• On average, a ton of sugarcane can produce 100 kg of sugar and 70 litres of ethanol but that would 

mean 1,600 to 2,000 litres of water to produce 1 kg of sugar, implying that a litre of ethanol from 

sugar requires about 2,860 litres of water. 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

8. National Film Awards [Awards in News] 

Article: Soorarai Pottru wins Best Film award (Page 1) 

Context 

Tamil movie Soorarai Pottru won national awards for the Best Feature Film, Best Actor, Best Actress, 

Best Background Score and the Best Screenplay at the 68th National Film Awards-2020 announced 

on Friday. 

About National Film Awards 

• The National Film Awards is the most prominent film award ceremony in India.  

• Established in 1954, it has been administered, along with the International Film Festival of India 

and the Indian Panorama, by the Indian government's Directorate of Film Festivals since 1973. 

ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 
22nd July, 2022 - Daily Current Affairs Question Practice - Answer & Explanation 

Q. “Which of the following African country has signed an agreement with India for the 

reintroduction of Cheetah to the Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh? 

(a) Namibia 

(b) South Africa 

(c) Kenya 

(d) Nigeria 

Answer: Option (a) Namibia  

Explanation: 

About the “Reintroduction of Cheetah in India” 

✓ India came one step closer to bringing back the world’s fastest animal, which has been extinct 

in the country since 1952, with an agreement that was signed in Delhi between the government 

and the visiting Namibian Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of International Relations, 

Netumbo Nandi Ndaitwah.  

✓ The agreement, which has been negotiated for some years, will prepare the ground for the 

relocation of the first batch of cheetahs from southern Africa to Madhya Pradesh’s Kuno 

National Park, with officials trying to complete the first transfer before August 15. 

✓ According to officials, plans for the Cheetah translocations to Kuno are in compliance with the 

IUCN’s guidelines, with particular focus on the forest site quality, prey density and the current 

carrying capacity for a large mammal like the Cheetah. 
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Topics Repeated from Previous Current Affairs 

No Important Topics in News Syllabus  Current Affair 

Date  

1 Bail- p1 GS 2 Polity 22 July 2022 

2 Agnipath Recruitment Scheme- p9 GS 2 Polity 15 June 2022 

3 Indian Antarctic Bill, 2022- p9 GS 2 Polity 22 July 2022 

4 NIA Court- p10 GS 2 Polity 16 July 2022 

5 National Emblem- p10 GS 1 History 12 July 2022 

 

 

 

 


