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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Kalasa-Banduri drinking water project [Drinking Water Projects, Inter-State Disputes] 

Article: Kalasa-Banduri drinking water project gets Centre’s nod (Page 7) 

Context:  

The Centre on Thursday accepted the detailed project reports (DPRs) for implementation of the 

decades-old Kalasa-Banduri drinking water project in the inter-State Mahadayi river basin. 

About Mahadayi river 

◼ The Mandovi originates from Karnataka’s Belagaum district. The Mandovi river basin falls into 

the states of Goa, Karnataka and Maharashtra.  

◼ The river is 81 kilometres (km) in length; 35 km of which flows in Karnataka, 1 km in 

Maharashtra and 45 km in Goa. 

About Kalasa-Banduri drinking water project  

◼ The Kalasa-Banduri Project undertaken by the Karnataka 

government proposes to divert Mandovi river water from 

Kalasa and Banduri canals into the Malaprabha river in 

the state to facilitate drinking water to 13 towns of 

Dharwad, Belagavi, Bagalkote and Gadag. 

◼ The entire project aims to construct a total of 11 dams on 

the river Mandovi.  

◼ The diversion of water from Kalasa and Banduri nullahs, however, has been the point of 

contention between Karnataka and Goa, with the latter claiming it would strip the state of its flora 

and fauna. 

◼ The Mahadayi Water Dispute Tribunal was set up in 2010 to look into the issue. 

 Revise Central Water Commission (CWC). 

 

2. Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) [Important Govt Bodies] 

Article: CBFC wants changes in Pathaan, directs makers to submit revised version (Page 13) 

Context:  

The Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) has directed the makers of Shah Rukh Khan-starrer 

Pathaan to implement “changes” in the movie, including its songs, in accordance with Board 

guidelines, its chairperson, Prasoon Joshi, said on Thursday. 

About Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) 

◼ Central Board of Film Certification (CBFC) is a statutory body under Ministry of Information 

and Broadcasting, regulating the public exhibition of films under the provisions of the 

Cinematograph Act 1952. 

◼ Films can be publicly exhibited in India only after they have been certified by the Central Board 

of Film Certification. 

◼ The Board consists of non-official members and a Chairman (all of whom are appointed by 

Central Government) and functions with headquarters at Mumbai.  

◼ It has nine Regional offices, one each at Mumbai, Kolkata, Chennai, Bangalore, 

Thiruvananthapuram, Hyderabad, New Delhi, Cuttack and Guwahati. 

◼ The members of the panels are nominated by Central Government by drawing people from 

different walks of life for a period of 2 years. 



 

◼ The Certification process is in accordance with The Cinematograph Act, 1952, The 

Cinematograph (certification) Rules, 1983, and the guidelines issued by the Central government 

u/s 5 (B). 

 
 

3. Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR) [Important Govt Bodies] 

Article: ‘ICHR now publishes only papers of those playing second fiddle’ (Page 14) 

Context: 

Professor Kesavan Veluthat, the president of the 81st session of the Indian History Congress, which 

concluded in Chennai on Thursday, shares his views on the functions of the Indian Council of 

Historical Research and on whether there was democracy in ancient India.  

About Indian Council of Historical Research (ICHR) 

◼ Indian Council of Historical Research is an autonomous organization which was established under 

Societies Registration Act in 1972.  

◼ It is a captive body of the Ministry of Education, Government of India established by an 

Administrative Order.  

◼ The body has provided financial assistance to historians and scholars through fellowships, grants, 

and symposia. 

Objectives 

◼ To bring historians together and provide a forum for exchange of views between them. 

◼ To give a national direction to an objective and scientific writing of history and to have rational 

presentation and interpretation of history. 

◼ To promote, accelerate and coordinate research in history with special emphasis on areas which 

have not received adequate attention so far. 

◼ To promote and coordinated a balanced distribution of research effort over different areas. 

◼ To elicit support and recognition for historical research from all concerned and ensure the 

necessary dissemination and use of results. 

4. Triple Test [Polity: Reservation] 

Article: What is triple test survey, which UP is to carry out for OBC quota in urban local bodies 

(The Indian Express, Dec 30) 

Context: 

After the Allahabad High Court ordered the Uttar Pradesh government to hold urban local body 

elections without reservation for Other Backward Classes (OBCs) because the ‘triple test’ 

requirement for the quota had not been fulfilled, the state Wednesday set up a commission for this 

purpose. 

About Triple Test 



 

◼ The triple test requires the government to complete three tasks for finalisation of reservation to 

OBCs in the local bodies. These include: 

1. To set up a dedicated commission to conduct a rigorous empirical inquiry into the nature and 

implications of the backwardness in local bodies; 

2. To specify the proportion of reservation required in local bodies in light of recommendations 

of the commission, so as not to fall foul of overbreadth; 

3. To ensure reservation for SCs/STs/OBCs taken together does not exceed an aggregate of 50 

per cent of the total seats. 

◼ These triple test/conditions were outlined by the Supreme Court in the case of Vikas Kishanrao 

Gawali vs. State of Maharashtra and others, decided on March 4, 2021. 

Why triple test instead of rapid survey? 

◼ The Lucknow Bench of the Allahabad High Court on Tuesday said that any inquiry or study into 

the nature and implications of the backwardness with respect to local bodies involves 

ascertainment of representation in such bodies.  

◼ The court said such an exercise cannot be confined to counting of heads alone, as is being done 

through the rapid survey. 

◼ The court said simply granting reservation on the basis of population misses a very crucial factor 

for determination of backwardness, and that factor is political representation of the class or group 

concerned. 

◼ The High Court quoted the Supreme Court’s observation in the K Krishna Murthy case, which 

pointed out that the nature of disadvantages which restrict access to education and employment 

cannot be readily equated with disadvantages in the realm of political representation. 

◼ “Further observation made by Hon’ble Supreme Court in this regard is that the backwardness in 

the social and economic sense does not necessarily imply political backwardness.  

◼ Elaborating the difference between the nature of reservation provided under Article 243-D and 

under Article 15(4) and 16(4), the Supreme Court in K Krishna Murthy also observed that there 

is an inherent difference between the nature of benefits that accrue from access to education and 

employment on one hand and political representation at the grassroots level on the other hand,” 

the HC said. 

◼ This inherent difference is that while access to higher education and public employment increases 

the likelihood of the socioeconomic upliftment of the individual beneficiaries, participation in 

local self-government is intended as a more immediate measure of empowerment for the 

community to which the elected representative belongs, the court said. 

5. Karnataka-Maharashtra Border Row [Polity: Inter- State Disputes] 

Article: The Karnataka-Maharashtra border row (Page 10, Text & Context) 

Context: 

The border dispute between Maharashtra and Karnataka is intensifying, with both states hardening 

their stance. On December 27, both Houses of the Maharashtra Assembly passed a unanimous 

resolution to support a legal battle to resolve the dispute. This came just days after the Karnataka 

Assembly passed a resolution reiterating Karnataka’s position on the issue. 

Issue Between Maharashtra & Maharashtra 

◼ The raging boundary dispute between the two States dates back to the reorganisation of States 

along linguistic lines.  

◼ According to the 1881 census, 64.39 percent people in Belagavi were Kannada speakers while 

26.04 percent were Marathi speakers.  



 

◼ However, the Marathi speaking population dominated (and continue to do so) in social, economic 

and political arenas of the region. 

◼ In 1957, unhappy with the demarcation of boundaries, 

Maharashtra demanded realignment of its border with 

Karnataka.  

◼ It invoked Section 21 (2)(b) of the Act, submitting a 

memorandum to the Union Ministry of Home Affairs 

stating its objection to Marathi-speaking areas being 

included in Karnataka.  

◼ It filed a petition in the Supreme Court staking a claim over Belagavi.  

◼ Karnataka has argued that the inclusion of Belagavi as part of its territory is beyond dispute.  

◼ It has cited the demarcation done on linguistic lines as per the Act and the 1967 Mahajan 

Commission Report to substantiate its position.  

◼ Maharashtra has argued for the inclusion of areas in Kolhapur, Sholapur and Sangli districts 

(falling under Maharashtra) in its territory.  

◼ From 2006, Karnataka started holding the winter session of the Legislature in Belagavi, 

building the massive Suvarna Vidhana Soudha in the district headquarters to reassert its claim.  

Mahajan Commission 

• In 1966, at Maharashtra’s insistence, the then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi established a one-

man commission led by Mehr Chand Mahajan, which recommended that 264 villages be 

transferred to Maharashtra and that Belagavi (Belgaum) and 247 villages remain with 

Karnataka.  

• Maharashtra rejected the report, while Karnataka welcomed it.  

• Karnataka argued that either the Mahajan Commission Report should be accepted fully, or the 

status quo maintained.  

 

6. Remote Electronic Voting Machine (RVM) [Polity: Elections] 

Article: Remote EVM ready to help migrants vote outside States: EC (Front Page) 

Context: 

The Election Commission (EC) on Thursday announced the development of a prototype of a multi-

constituency remote electronic voting machine (RVM) to enable remote voting by migrant voters. 

The problem: migration-based disenfranchisement 

◼ While registered voters do not end up voting for a variety of reasons, domestic migration is a 

major contributor in the Indian context. 

◼ As per the 2011 census (the numbers will have risen since then), there are nearly 45.36 crore 

migrants in India (both intra and inter state) – amounting to approximately 37 per cent of the 

country’s population.  

◼ Migration can be driven by a variety of different reasons from marriage to natural disaster to 

employment. 

◼ According to EC’s concept note for RVMs, “voters who are absent from their home locations on 

the day of polling, even if they wish to vote, are unable to travel to vote due to various reasons.”  

◼ This means that there is a large chunk of the population which is denied its franchise due to 

exigencies of work or lack of resources to travel.  

◼ This goes directly against the EC’s “No voter left behind” goal. 



 

 

 

 

 

The proposed solution: Remote EVMs 

◼ To further understand this issue, the EC had formed a “Committee of Officers on Domestic 

Migrants”, which submitted a report in late 2016 after considering various possible solutions such 

as internet voting, proxy voting, early voting and postal ballots for migrant workers.  

◼ However, all of these ideas were rejected due to reasons such as the lack of secrecy of the vote, 

the lack of sanctity of one person one vote principle, issues of accessibility for unlettered voters, 

etc. 

◼ Thus, a technological solution was proposed which relies on the creation of a robust electoral roll 

and identification mechanisms (to stop duplicate voting), and allow voters to vote remotely, in a 

safe and controlled environment. 

◼ The RVM was developed with the assistance of Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL) and the 

Electronics Corporation of India Limited (ECIL).  

◼ It is based on the currently used EVM system. 

The technology: allowing voters from multiple constituency to vote using the same machine 

◼ The RVMs are “stand alone, non-networked systems,” effectively providing the voter the same 

experience as currently used EVMs.  

◼ They will be set up in remote locations outside the state under similar conditions as current polling 

booths. 

◼ The unique feature of RVMs is that a single Remote Ballot Unit (RBU) will be able to cater to 

multiple constituencies (as many as 72) by using a “dynamic ballot display board” instead of the 

usual printed paper ballot sheet on EVMs.  

◼ The Ballot Unit Overlay Display (BUOD) will show the requisite candidates based on the 

constituency number read on the voter’s Constituency card.  

◼ A barcode scanning system will be used to read these cards. 

◼ The voting process will be as follows: after verifying a voter’s identity, their constituency card 

will be read with a public display showing the constituency details and candidates.  

◼ This will also be displayed privately, on the BUOD in the RVM’s RBU.  

◼ The voter will then vote and each vote will be stored constituency-wise in the control unit of the 

voting machine. 

◼ The VVPAT system is expected to work along the same lines with the new technology. 

Concerns 

◼ The system has issues, some of which the EC has itself acknowledged. 

◼ First, migrants are not a uniform and defined class, with fluid identities, locations and situations.  

o In context of the transience of migration in India, the problem for the EC is to create an 

inclusive definition of migrants which at the same time does not open the system up to 

misuse.  

o Are all migrant voters eligible? What is the duration that a migrant has to stay outside home 

to qualify? The EC’s statement says that resolving this issue will “require wider consultations 

with various legal and political stakeholders.” 

◼ Second, in the context of increasing questions being asked about technology-based voting, how 

do RVMs enter the conversation?  



 

o As various countries reject EVMs for paper-based ballots, does this move have the potential 

to raise further questions on the sanctity of the electoral process itself?  

o While the EC claims that RVMs are as secure as currently used EVMs, more technological 

components are bound to raise further questions. 

◼ Third, how does remote voting affect elections and campaigning?  

o In a playing field which is far from level, remote voting can theoretically provide an added 

edge to bigger parties and richer candidates who can campaign across the constituency and 

beyond. 

 
 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

7. Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) [Important Bodies: Aviation Sector] 

Article: Despite scuffle aboard, flight takes off; BCAS files plaint against accused passengers 

(Page 14) 

About Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) 

◼ The Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) was initially set up as a Cell in the DGCA in 

January 1978 on the recommendation of the Pande Committee.  

◼ The BCAS was reorganized into an independent department under the Ministry of Civil Aviation 

on 1st April, 1987. 

◼ The main responsibilities of BCAS include laying down standards and measures with respect to 

security of civil flights at international and domestic airports in India. 

◼ BCAS Head quarter is located at New Delhi. 

◼ It has got four Regional Offices located at International airports i.e. Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and 

Chennai. 



 

Important Functions 

◼ Laying down Aviation Security Standards in accordance with Annex 17 to Chicago Convention 

of ICAO for airport operators, airlines operators, and their security agencies responsible for 

implementing AVSEC measures. 

◼ Monitoring the implementation of security rules and regulations and carrying out survey of 

security needs.  

◼ Ensure that the persons implementing security controls are appropriately trained and possess all 

competencies required to perform their duties.  

◼ Planning and coordination of Aviation security matters.  

◼ Surprise/Dummy checks to test professional efficiency and alertness of security staff.  

◼ Mock exercise to test efficacy of Contingency Plans and operational preparedness of the various 

agencies. 

Revise DGCA from previous Current Affairs. 

 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

8. Pele [Obituary] 

Article: Pele passes away: How the Brazilian great 

personified the ‘beautiful game’ (The Indian Express, 

Dec 30) 

About Pele 

◼ Pele, born Edson Arantes do Nascimento, to a poor 

family in Sao Paulo, won the 1958, 1962 and 1970 

World Cups with Brazil- the only player to have won 

the showpiece tournament three times. 

◼ Became the youngest player to win the World Cup trophy at 17, a record that still stands. 

◼ Scored 757 goals in 812 official matches for club and country, a record that stood for decades 

until Portugal's Cristiano Ronaldo eclipsed his tally. 

◼ Brazil's football association (CBF) and Santos say Pele scored a total of 1,283 goals in 1,367 

matches while FIFA puts the figure at 1,281 goals in 1,366 games. Other sources give varying 

figures depending on the types of games included. 

◼ Pele was signed by Santos when he was 15.  

◼ At Santos, November 19 is known as 'Pele Day' to celebrate the anniversary of his 1,000th goal. 

◼ At 17, Pele became the youngest ever winner of a World Cup. He also scored twice in the final 

against home side Sweden. 

◼ He was voted athlete of the century by the International Olympic Committee (IOC) in 1999. 

◼ In 1997, Pele was given an honorary British Knighthood. 

◼ In 2000, Pelé was named second in the BBC's "Sportsman of the Century" award. Boxing legend 

Muhammad Ali came first. 

 

 
No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair 

Date 

1 Vibrant Villages Programme 

(VVP) 

Need patriotic citizens in border 

villages for national security: 

Shah (Page 12) 

11 Sept 2022 



 

2 Current Account Deficit (CAD) India’s CAD widens in Q2 to 

nine-year high of 4.4% (Front 

Page) 

20 October 2022 

 

 


