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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Megasthenes [Medieval India: Important Personalities] 

Article: Books on Patna: a fading city once loved by age-old rulers and travellers (Page 9) 

About Megasthenes 

✓ Megasthenes was a Hellenistic period Greek historian, diplomat, and adventurer. He was born 

about the year 350 BC. 

✓ Megasthenes travelled to India as an ambassador for Greek warrior Seleucus I Nikator between 

302 and 288 BC. 

✓ In his work Indica, he depicted India, which is an important source for understanding the history 

of his time. 

✓ Megasthenes was the first person from the Western world to describe India in writing. 

✓ Megasthenes visited Pataliputra, the Maurya capital, during the reign of Chandragupta 

Maurya, the founder of the Maurya dynasty. 

✓ He appears to have been to the Punjab region of northeastern India, as he describes the rivers in 

detail. 

✓ He must have then travelled to Pataliputra along the Yamuna and Ganga rivers. 

✓ During his time in India, he studied and chronicled the culture, daily routine, social structure, and 

so on of the Mauryan Empire. 

✓ The name of the collection of his works that exists now is Indica. 

✓ Indica represented the Indian subcontinent as a quadrilateral-shaped land surrounded by the ocean 

on the southern and eastern edges. 

Pataliputra 

• Pataliputra the ancient name of modern Patna of West Bengal.  

• During the reign of Emperor Ashoka in the 3rd century BC (269-232 BC), Pataliputra was said 

to have been the world's one of the largest cities, with a huge population.  

• The city has been known by various names during its course of long existence-such as, 

Pataligram, Pataliputra, Kusumpur, Pushpapura, Azimabad, and the present day Patna, which 

is the revived version of old Pataliputra.  

• The city was originally built by Ajatashatru in 490 BC as a small fort (Pataligrama) near the 

River Ganges and later the capital of the ancient Mahajanapadas kingdom of Magadha. 

• Pataliputra reached the pinnacle of its prosperity when it was the capital of the great Mauryan 

Emperors.  

• It remained the capital of the Gupta Dynasty (3rd-4th centuries AD) and the Pala Dynasty, 8th-

10th centuries AD).  

• The city was largely in ruins when visited by Hsuan-tsan. Sher Shah made Pataliputra his 

capital and changed the name to today's Patna.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2. Chhattrapati Shivaji Maharaj [Medieval India: Important Personalities] 

Article: Shivaji’s Great Escape: What happened in Agra during Aurangzeb’s rule? (The Indian 

Express, 1 Dec) 

Context: 

On Wednesday (November 30), Maharashtra Tourism Minister Mangal Prabhat Lodha of the BJP 

triggered a controversy by equating Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s legendary Agra escape to Chief 

Minister Eknath Shinde’s defection from the Uddhav Thackeray-led camp in Maharashtra. His 

comments drew sharp criticism from political parties and other organisations that venerate Shivaji 

as a Maratha icon, with no parallel in the past or present. 

About Chhattrapati Shivaji Maharaj 

✓ Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj  (1630-1680) carved out an independent Maratha kingdom from 

various Deccan states in the 17th century.  

✓ Born to a general who served different Deccan Sultans over the course of his life, Shivaji Maharaj 

was keen on expanding his father’s fiefdom of modern-day Pune into an independent Maratha 

state. 

✓ Shivaji remained a Maratha folk legend until two centuries after his death.  

✓ It was the British Raj and the subsequent anti-colonial movement that marked his increasing 

stature in history and as a pan Indian hero. 

✓ Nationalist historians saw him as an example of an local Indian ruler who was able to successfully 

resist and defeat the powerful and oppressive “outsiders” (Muslim rulers, including both Mughals 

and the Deccan Sultans).  

✓ Thus, Shivaji rose from being a folk hero to a nationalist icon, seen as a proto-nationalist himself. 

✓ In 1674, he crowned himself Chhatrapati, officially creating an independent Maratha kingdom. 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

3. Global Nutrition Report 2021 [Reports & Indices: Health] 

Article: An Indian recipe to quell micronutrient malnutrition (Page 6, Editorial) 

About Global Nutrition Report  

✓ The Global Nutrition Report is a report card on the world’s nutrition—globally, regionally, and 

country by country—and on efforts to improve it.  

✓ The Global Nutrition Report is an independently produced annual stock-take of the state of the 

world’s nutrition.  

✓ The report tracks global nutrition targets on maternal, infant and young child nutrition and on diet 

related Non-Communicable Diseases adopted by member states of the World Health Organization 

as well as governments’ delivery against their commitments.  

✓ It aims to make it easier for governments and other stakeholders to make - and deliver on - high 

impact commitments to end malnutrition in all its forms. 

✓ The GNR is an annual publication and the first series was published in 2014.  

✓ It is delivered by an Independent Expert Group and guided at a strategic level by a Stakeholder 

Group, whose members also review the Report. 

About Global Nutrition Report 2021 

✓ The 2021 Global Nutrition Report provides a concise data-focused update on the state of diets 

and nutrition in the world.  



 

✓ Independent analysis of the best data on nutrition is critical for evidence-based, timely and 

effective actions to ensure we deliver on our global commitment to end poor diets and 

malnutrition. 

Key findings 

✓ To meet global nutrition targets in most countries, we need greatly accelerated progress. 

✓ Our diets are increasingly harming our health and the planet. 

✓ The financial costs of addressing poor diets and malnutrition have risen while resources are 

falling, but the costs of inaction are far greater. 

✓ Nutrition for Growth (N4G) tracking highlights challenges in delivering commitments and 

measuring progress. 

Three actions needed to speed up progress 

1. There needs to be a step-change in efforts and financial investments to end poor diets and 

malnutrition, and gain the high social and economic returns we know are possible. 

2. Poor diets and malnutrition can and should be addressed holistically and sustainably to create a 

healthy future for all. 

3. Better data, greater accountability and systematic monitoring are key to identifying the progress 

needed and ensuring we stay on track. 

GNR 2021 - India profile 

✓ India is 'on course' to meet three targets for maternal, infant and young child nutrition (MIYCN) 

✓ No progress has been made towards achieving the target of reducing anaemia among women of 

reproductive age, with 53.0% of women aged 15 to 49 years now affected. 

✓ Meanwhile, there is insufficient data to assess the progress that India has made towards achieving 

the low birth weight target, nor is there adequate prevalence data. 

✓ India is 'on course' for the exclusive breastfeeding target, with 58.0% of infants aged 0 to 5 months 

exclusively breastfed. 

✓ India is 'on course' to meet the target for stunting, but 34.7% of children under 5 years of age are 

still affected, which is higher than the average for the Asia region (21.8%). 

✓ India has made no progress towards achieving the target for wasting, with 17.3% of children under 

5 years of age affected, which is higher than the average for the Asia region (8.9%). 

✓ The prevalence of overweight children under 5 years of age is 1.6% and India is 'on course' to 

prevent the figure from increasing. 

✓ India has shown limited progress towards achieving the diet-related non-communicable disease 

(NCD) targets. The country has shown no progress towards achieving the target for obesity, with 

an estimated 6.2% of adult (aged 18 years and over) women and 3.5% of adult men living with 

obesity. India's obesity prevalence is lower than the regional average of 10.3% for women and 

7.5% for men. At the same time, diabetes is estimated to affect 9.0% of adult women and 10.2% 

of adult men. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

4. J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019 [Polity: States & UTs] 

Article: Why constitutional validity of J&K Reorganisation Act clause went unchallenged: SC 

(Page 10) 

Context:  

The Supreme Court on Wednesday quizzed petitioners about the reason for not challenging the 

constitutional validity of a specific provision in the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act which 

gives the Delimitation Commission the power to “carry out” the readjustment of constituencies in 

the Union Territory formed after the dilution of Article 370 in the erstwhile State. 

About J&K Reorganisation Act, 2019 

✓ The Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Bill, 2019 was introduced in Rajya Sabha on August 5, 

2019 

✓ The Bill provides for reorganisation of the state of Jammu and Kashmir into the Union Territory 

of Jammu and Kashmir and Union Territory of Ladakh. 

Reorganisation of Jammu and Kashmir 

✓ The Bill reorganises the state of Jammu and Kashmir into:  

1. the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir with a legislature 

2. the Union Territory of Ladakh without a legislature. 

3. The Union Territory of Ladakh will comprise Kargil and Leh districts, and the Union Territory 

of Jammu and Kashmir will comprise the remaining territories of the existing state of Jammu 

and Kashmir.  

Lieutenant Governor 

✓ The Union Territories of Jammu and Kashmir & Ladakh will be administered by the President, 

through an administrator appointed by him known as the Lieutenant Governor. 

Legislative Assembly of Jammu and Kashmir 

✓ The Bill provides for a Legislative Assembly for the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.   

✓ The total number of seats in the Assembly will be 107.   

✓ Of these, 24 seats will remain vacant on account of certain areas of Jammu and Kashmir being 

under the occupation of Pakistan. 

✓ The Lieutenant Governor may nominate two members to the Legislative Assembly to give 

representation to women, if they are not adequately represented.   

Council of Ministers 

✓ The Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir will have a Council of Ministers of not more than 

ten percent of the total number of members in the Assembly.   

✓ The Council will aide and advise the Lieutenant Governor on matters that the Assembly has 

powers to make laws.   

✓ The Chief Minister will communicate all decisions of the Council to the Lieutenant Governor.   

High Court 

✓ The High Court of Jammu and Kashmir will be the common High Court for the Union Territories 

of Ladakh, and Jammu and Kashmir.   

✓ Further, the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir will have an Advocate General to provide 

legal advice to the government of the Union Territory.          

Legislative Council 



 

✓ The Legislative Council of the state of Jammu and Kashmir will be abolished.   

✓ Upon dissolution, all Bills pending in the Council will lapse.  

 

5. Herat Security Dialogue [IR: Dialogues & Forums] 

Article: Give anti-Taliban forces space to unify, say former Afghan leaders (Page 13) 

Context: 

Calling for a unified opposition to fight the Taliban, members of the former political leadership of 

the Afghan republic and “resistance” leaders met in neighbouring Tajikistan for a two-day 

conference that ended on Wednesday along with senior diplomats from the U.S. and the EU, in the 

first such event since the fall of Kabul to the Taliban in August 2021. 

About Herat Security Dialogue 

✓ Herat Security Dialogue is one of the most important conferences about the security of 

Afghanistan and the region, which has been organised by the Afghan Institute for Strategic 

Studies since the past ten years. 

✓ After the fall of Afghanistan to the Taliban, Herat Security Dialogue has been held outside of 

Afghanistan for the first time. 

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

6. Great Indian Bustard (GIB) [Species in News] 

Article: SC seeks Centre’s response on evolving a programme to protect Great Indian 

Bustard (Page 12) 

About Great Indian Bustard 

✓ This large bird, found mainly in Rajasthan and Gujarat, has 

been categorised as critically endangered by the 

International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN). 

✓ While the GIBs’ historic range included much of the Indian 

sub-continent, it has now shrunk to just 10 per cent of that.  

✓ Among the heaviest birds with flight, GIBs prefer grasslands 

as their habitats.  

✓ The terrestrial birds spend most of their time on the ground, feeding on insects, lizards, grass 

seeds, etc.  

✓ GIBs are considered the flagship bird species of grassland and hence barometers of the health of 

grassland ecosystems. 

Why is the Great Indian Bustard endangered? 

✓ Among the biggest threats to the GIBs are overhead power transmission lines.  

✓ Due to their poor frontal vision, the birds can’t spot the power lines from a distance, and are too 

heavy to change course when close.  

✓ Thus, they collide with the cables and die. 

✓ According to the Wildlife Institute of India (WII), in Rajasthan, 18 GIBs die every year after 

colliding with overhead power lines. 

Conservation efforts 

✓ The Supreme Court in April 2021 ordered that all overhead power transmission lines in core and 

potential GIB habitats in Rajasthan and Gujarat should be made underground. 



 

✓ During Wednesday’s hearing, the court sought reports from the chief secretaries of Rajasthan and 

Gujarat in six weeks on installation of bird diverters (reflector-like structures strung on power 

cables) in priority areas.  

✓ It also asked them to assess the total length of transmission lines that need to go underground in 

the two states. 

✓ Also, in 2015, the Centre had launched the GIB species recovery programme.  

✓ Under this, the WII and Rajasthan forest department jointly set up breeding centres where GIB 

eggs harvested from the wild were incubated artificially. 

7. Ransomware [Technology: IT & Computers] 

Article: Are ransomware attacks increasing in India? (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context: 

On November 23, e-services at the All-India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) were crippled by 

what is being suspected to be a ransomware attack. 

About Ransomware 

✓ Ransomware is a type of malicious software, used by cyber criminals, to infect a computer system 

by blocking access to the stored data by encrypting the files.  

✓ A ransom is then demanded from the owner in exchange for the decryption key.  

✓ The malware may usually be injected remotely by tricking the user into downloading it upon 

clicking an ostensibly safe web link sent via email or other means, including hacking. It can spread 

throughout the network by exploiting existing vulnerabilities.  

✓ Ransomware attacks can also be accompanied by theft of sensitive data for other sinister motives. 

How serious are ransomware attacks? 

✓ In India, several cases of ransomware attacks targeting commercial and critical infrastructure have 

been reported in the recent past.  

✓ In May, Spicejet had faced such a threat, while Public Sector Undertaking Oil India was targeted 

on April 10.  

✓ According to the Interpol’s first-ever Global Crime Trend report presented at its 90th General 

Assembly meeting in Delhi this October, ransomware was the second highest-ranking threat after 

money laundering, at 66%. It is also expected to increase the most (72%).  

Agencies in India which deals with cyber-attacks 

✓ Set up in 2004, the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) is the national 

nodal agency that collects, analyses and circulates inputs on cyber-attacks; issues guidelines, 

advisories for preventive measures, forecasts and issues alerts; and takes measures to handle any 

significant cyber security event.  

✓ It also imparts training to computer system managers.  

✓ The National Cyber Security Coordinator, under the National Security Council Secretariat, 

coordinates with different agencies at the national level on cybersecurity issues, while the 

National Critical Information Infrastructure Protection Centre has been set up for the protection 

of national critical information infrastructure.  

✓ According to the government, the Cyber Swachhta Kendra (Botnet Cleaning and Malware 

Analysis Centre) has been launched for detection of malicious software programmes and to 

provide free tools to remove the same, while the National Cyber Coordination Centre works on 

creating awareness about existing and potential threats. 

 



 

 

 

 

8. National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) [Disaster Management] 

Article: Meet on disaster management begins (Page 4) 

Context: 

Strict vigilance and prior awareness were essential to control the impact of disasters, said Uttar 

Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on Wednesday, addressing the third ‘Regional Conference’ 

on disaster management organised under the banner of the National Disaster Management Authority. 

About National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) 

✓ The National Disaster Management Authority, NDMA, was formed in 2005 after the Government 

of India enacted the Disaster Management Act for establishing rules, standards, and best-practices 

regarding disaster management and mitigation.  

✓ It is the supreme disaster management authority in India. 

✓ It was post the Indian Ocean Tsunami of 2004 that the Government enacted the Disaster 

Management Act 2005, institutionalising NDMA. 

Structure of the NDMA 

✓ NDMA is headed by the Prime Minister as the ex officio chairperson. 

✓ The chairperson(PM) can nominate other members to the NDMA, the total of which cannot 

exceed nine. 

✓ The chairperson(PM) of the NDMA also has the right to nominate a vice-chairperson to the 

NDMA. 

✓ The vice-chairperson enjoys the status of a Cabinet Minister and the other members enjoy the 

status of Minister of State. 

✓ There is also a provision for SDMA for the state and the DDMA for the district with their distinct 

functions. 

Functions 

✓ The primary function of the NDMA is to lay down policies on disaster management. 

✓ NDMA is responsible for approving the National Plan. 

✓ NDMA also goes through the plans prepared by the Ministries or Departments of the Government 

of India in accordance with the National Plan and is responsible for approving them. 

✓ The NDMC further lays down the guidelines to be followed by the state authorities in drawing up 

the state plan. 

✓ Along similar lines, the NDMC also lays down guidelines to be followed by the different 

Ministries or Departments of the Government of India for the purpose of incorporating measures 

for disaster prevention or the mitigation of its effects into their development plans and projects. 

✓ The NDMC further coordinates the enforcement and implementation of the policy and plans for 

disaster management. 

✓ NDMC also provides recommendations on provision of funds for the purpose of mitigation of 

disasters. 

✓ The NDMC provides support to other countries affected by major disasters at the direction of the 

central government. 



 

✓ The NDMC can also take any additional steps that it deems essential for disaster prevention, 

mitigation, readiness, and capacity building in the case of dangerous crisis scenarios or disasters. 

✓ The NDMC is also responsible for formulating broad policies and guidelines for the functioning 

of the National Institute of Disaster Management. 

 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

9. Jallikattu [Festivals/Events in News] 

Article: The way Jallikattu is being held in Tamil Nadu might be cruel, says SC (Page 5) 

Context: 

The Supreme Court on Wednesday said the sport of Jallikattu 

as such now might not be brutal but the “form” in which it was 

being held in Tamil Nadu might be cruel. 

About Jallikattu 

✓ Jallikattu is a bull taming traditional sport played in villages 

of Tamilnadu.  

✓ The sport is played in an open ground where a bull is let 

loose amid hordes of people who try to control the bull by piling on its hump or horns.  

✓ It is popular in Madurai, Tiruchirappalli, Theni, Pudukkottai and Dindigul districts of Tamil Nadu 

known as the Jallikattu belt. 

✓ Jallikattu is considered a traditional way for the peasant community to preserve their pure-breed 

native bulls.  

✓ The practice of Jallikattu has long been contested, with animal rights groups and the courts 

concerned over issues of cruelty to animals and the bloody and dangerous nature of the sport that 

causes death and injuries to both the bulls and human participants. 

✓ Governments at the state and Centre have wrestled with formulating a regulatory mechanism for 

Jallikattu, and a matter relating to whether Tamil Nadu can conserve it as a cultural right under 

Article 29(1) of the Constitution — “Any section of the citizens residing in the territory of India 

or any part thereof having a distinct language, script or culture of its own shall have the right to 

conserve the same” — is before the Supreme Court. 

✓ In 2014, the Supreme Court had ruled that the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, “over-

shadows or overrides the so-called tradition and culture”. The court drew upon Upanishadic 

wisdom and advised Parliament to “elevate rights of animals to that of constitutional rights… so 

as to protect their dignity and honour”. 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

‘India’s G-20 agenda will be inclusive, ambitious, action-oriented’ (Page 11) 
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