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ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 

Daily Current Affairs Question Practice 

Q. Which of the following are the Favourable conditions for the Heat waves? 

1. Prevalence of hot dry air over a region. 

2. The presence of moisture in the upper atmosphere. 

3. The sky should be practically cloudless. 

4. Large amplitude anti-cyclonic flow over the area. 

Select the answer using the code given below: 

(a) 1, 3 and 4 only 
(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

NOTE:  

▪ Answer and the explanation will be provided in the next day's news analysis. 

▪ Please follow our ‘ACS’ Telegram channel to get the daily news analysis (IAS-Academy of 

Civil Services) 

 

GS 1: ART AND CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. The Lion Capital & National Emblem [History- Facts] 

Article: The outrage over the new ‘National Emblem’ (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently gave the nation a first glimpse of the national emblem atop 

the new Parliament House coming up as part of the Central Vista Project.  

About Sarnath Lion Capital 

• Four Asiatic lions are part of the national emblem with three lions being visible to the naked eye 

and the fourth one always hidden from general view.  

• They are taken from the Sarnath Lion Capital of the Mauryan 

emperor Asoka.  

• Built in 250 BC to commemorate the first sermon of Gautama 

Buddha, where he is said to have shared the Four Noble Truths of life, 

it was mounted on a base of a frieze of smaller sculptures, including a 

horse (under fire in the new replica for its tail supposedly resembling 

that of a dog), a lion, a bull and an elephant moving in a clockwise 

direction.  

• The four animals are said to be guardians of the four directions — north, 

south, east and west.  

• They are separated by a wheel, representing the Dharmachakra of Buddhism, on all four sides.  

• Each chakra or wheel has 24 spokes.  

• The chakra was later adopted as part of the national flag.  

• This abacus was mounted on an inverted lotus which is a symbol of Buddhism.  

• Chinese traveller Hiuen Tsang has left a detailed account of Asoka’s lion pillar in his writings. 

• The pillar was part of Asoka’s plan to spread Buddha’s teachings.  

20th July, 2022  
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• After the large-scale massacre in the Battle of Kalinga, Asoka was shaken and embraced Buddhism 

with its emphasis on ahimsa.  

• He decided to propagate his principles throughout his empire through the Major and Minor Edicts. 

About National Emblem 

• As India won independence, the Constituent Assembly decided on the Sarnath pillar as the 

national emblem.  

• It was felt that the pillar epitomised the power, courage and confidence 

of the free nation.  

• The emblem depicts a two-dimensional sculpture with the words 

Satyameva Jayate (truth alone triumphs) written below it, taken from the 

Mundaka Upanishad, written in Devanagari script.  

• On January 26, 1950, the Lion Capital of Asoka at Sarnath officially 

became the national emblem of India.  

• The emblem represents the seal of the Republic of India.  

• Five students of renowned artist Nandalal Bose created the emblem. 

• Among them were Jagdish Mittal, Kripal Singh Shekhawat, Gauri Bhanja and Dinanath Bhargava. 

• Incidentally, Bhargava has also designed the first 30 pages of the Constitution. 

2. AMASR Act, 1958 [Art & Culture- Monuments & Heritage Sites] 

Article: Tunnel vision that is endangering India’s history (Page 6) 

Context 

Close on the heels of the unveiling of a bronze statue of the national emblem atop the new Parliament 

house building, the Government has tersely announced that a Bill will be introduced in the monsoon 

session to modify a law dealing with ancient monuments.  

About Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains (AMASR) Act, 1958 

• The Act  provides for the preservation of ancient and historical monuments and archaeological 

sites and remains of national importance, the regulation of archaeological excavations and for the 

protection of sculptures, carvings and other like objects.  

• It was passed in 1958.  

• The Archaeological Survey of India functions under the provisions of this act. 

• 2010 Amendment-Construction in 'prohibited areas' 

o The AMASR act was amended in 2010 to strengthen its penal provisions, to prevent 

Encroachments and illegal construction close to the monuments- which was happening on a large 

scale.  

o As a result of the increased pressure of habitation, especially in urban areas, protected monuments 

and sites were getting hemmed in from all sides.  

o The main features of the amendments were the creation of a “prohibited area” 100 meter around 

every national monument where no construction, public or private is permitted 

▪ 20A. Declaration of prohibited area and carrying out public work or other works in prohibited 

area (100m in all directions) 

o act also provides "regulated area” 200 meter beyond the prohibited area, where any construction 

requires permission of a newly constituted National Monuments Authority.  

▪ 20B. Declaration of regulated area in respect of every protected monument (200m in all 

directions) 
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o Given the unique nature of each monument, the Act also proposed heritage bye-laws for each 

monument to be prepared by an expert body. 

• 2017 proposed amendments 

o To make way for certain constructions limited strictly to public works and projects essential to 

public within the prohibited area, the following amendments have been approved:  

▪ Insertion of a new definition of “public works” in section 2 of the Act.  

▪ Amendment to section 20A of the Act so as to allow any Department or Office of the Central 

Government to carry out public works in the prohibited area after obtaining permission from 

the Central Government.  

▪ Insertion of a new clause (ea) to section 20-I of the principal Act. 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

3. Citizenship of India [Polity- Constitution] 

Article: Over 1.6 lakh Indians gave up citizenship last year (Page 1) 

Context 

Over 1.6 lakh Indians renounced their citizenship in 2021, highest in the past five years, according to 

information provided by the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday. 

About Single Citizenship 

• The concept of single citizenship has been adopted in India from the British Constitution. 

• Despite the fact that the Indian Constitution is federal and envisions a dual polity (Centre and 

states), it only provides for one citizenship, namely Indian citizenship. 

• Indian citizens owe allegiance only to the Union. 

• There is no such thing as separate state citizenship. Other federal states, such as the United States 

and Switzerland, have adopted the system of dual citizenship. 

About Constitutional Provisions relating to citizenship in India 

• The Indian constitution doesn’t prescribe a permanent provision relating to citizenship in India.  

• It simply describes categories of persons who are deemed to be citizens of India on the day the 

Indian constitution was promulgated on January 26, 1950, and leaves citizenship to be regulated 

by law made by the parliament. 

• Article 11 of the constitution confers power on the parliament to make laws regarding citizenship.  

• The Indian Citizenship Act, 1955 was enacted in exercise of this provision. 

• There are four categories of persons, identified between Articles 5 and 8 of the constitution, who 

were deemed eligible to become citizens of India when the constitution came into effect. 

Citizenship by domicile (Article 5) 

• A person who was born in India or either of the person’s parents was born in India or the person 

must have been an ordinarily resident in the territory of India for not less than five years 

immediately before the commencement of the constitution.  

• Domicile of a person is in that country in which the person either has or is deemed by law to have 

his/her permanent house. 

Citizenship of migrants to India from Pakistan (Article 6) 

• Persons who have migrated from Pakistan to India have been classified into two categories:  

1. those who came to India before July 19, 1948, 

2. those who came on or after July 19, 1948. 

• In the case of persons migrating before July 19, 1948, if the person has been ordinarily residing in 

India since the date of her migration, and in case of a person migrating on or after July 19, 1948, 
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if he/she has been registered as a citizen of India, after residing for at least six months immediately 

before the date of applying for registration, by an officer appointed by the government of India, 

shall be deemed to be a citizen of India. 

Citizenship of migrants of Pakistan (Article 7) 

• If a citizen of India has migrated to Pakistan after March 1, 1947, but returned to India on the basis 

of permit for resettlement in India, the person is entitled to become a citizen of India if he/she 

registers herself as a citizen of India, after residing for at least six months immediately before the 

date of applying for registration, by an officer appointed by the government of India. 

Citizenship of persons of Indian origin residing outside India (Article 8) 

• Indian nationals (whose parents or any grandparents were born in India as defined in the 

Government of India Act, 1935) residing abroad shall be conferred Indian citizenship, as if they 

have been registered by the diplomatic or consular representatives of India in the country where 

they are residing. 

About The Citizenship Act, 1955  

The Act provides for acquisition of Indian citizenship in the following ways: 

1. Citizenship by birth 

o Anyone born in India on or after January 1, 1950, would be deemed a citizen by birth.  

o This limit was further amended to include those born between January 1, 1950 and July 1, 1987. 

o By the Citizenship Amendment Act, 2003, persons born after December 3, 2004, would be 

deemed to be citizens of India if either of the parents is Indian or one of the parents is a citizen 

of India and the other was not an illegal migrant at the time of the person’s birth. 

o “Illegal migrant” means a foreigner who has entered India: without a valid passport or travel 

documents; or with a valid passport or travel documents but remained in the country beyond the 

permitted period of time. 

2. Citizenship by descent 

o A person born outside India shall be deemed to be a citizen of India if either of the person’s 

parents was a citizen of India at the time of his/her birth provided that the birth is registered 

within one year of its occurrence or commencement of the Act, whichever is later, at the Indian 

consulate. 

3. Citizenship by registration 

o A person may be registered as a citizen of India, if the person is married to a citizen of India or 

has been a resident of India for five years immediately before making an application for 

registration. 

4. Citizenship by naturalisation 

o A person is granted a certificate of naturalisation if the person is not an illegal migrant and has 

resided in India for 12 months before making an application to seek the certificate.  

o Of the 14 years preceding this 12-months duration, the person must have stayed in India for 11 

years. 

5. Citizenship by incorporation of territory 

o If any new territory becomes a part of India, the government of India shall specify the persons 

of the territory to be citizens of India. 

o If the central government is of the opinion that an applicant is a person who has rendered 

distinguished service to the cause of science, philosophy, art, literature, world peace or human 

progress generally, it may waive all or any conditions specified to attain Indian citizenship. 
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About Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 

• The newly amended law provides for granting of Indian citizenship to Hindus, Sikhs, Jains, 

Buddhists, Parsis and Christians from Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan who came to India 

on or before December 31, 2014. 

• The law will not be extended to Rohingya Muslims persecuted in Myanmar; Shia and Ahmadiyya 

Muslims in Pakistan; Hazaras, Tajiks and Uzbeks in Afghanistan; Tamils in Sri Lanka; and atheists 

in Bangladesh. 

Controversies 

• Prior to 2019, the amendments in the Citizenship Act, 1955 never explicitly restricted grant to 

citizenship to certain religious communities.  

• The previous governments had a holistic approach – either they never provided for citizenship to 

illegal migrants or provided citizenship to illegal migrants belonging to all the communities. 

• Legal experts say that the new citizenship law violates the fundamental right under Article 14 of 

the Indian constitution that guarantees equal protection of laws, even to the aliens, in the territory 

of India. 

Exemptions 

• Parts of north-east under the Inner Line Permit (ILP) regime and those included in the sixth 

schedule to the Indian Constitution have been exempted from the application of Citizenship 

(Amendment) Act.  

• The bill states, “Nothing in this section shall apply to tribal areas of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram 

or Tripura as included in the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution and the area covered under ‘The 

Inter Line’ notified under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873.” 

• To enter Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland (excluding Dimapur) and Mizoram, one requires a special 

permit ILP.  

• Therefore, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Mizoram along with parts of Meghalaya, Assam and 

Tripura have been kept out of the purview of the Citizenship (Amendment) Act. 

Refer about National Register of Citizens (NRC) & National Population Register (NPR). 

Person of Indian Origin (PIO) 

• Person of Indian Origin (PIO) is defined as a citizen of any country other than Bangladesh or 

Pakistan who 

o held an Indian passport at any time, 

o was a citizen of India by virtue of the Indian Constitution or the Citizenship Act, 1955, or 

o is the spouse of an Indian citizen or a person referred to in (a) or (b) (b). 

Non-Resident Indian (NRI) 

• NRI is a residential status granted to an Indian citizen with an Indian passport who resides in a 

foreign country for work/business or education. 

Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) 

• An Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) is a person who is technically a citizen of another country 

but whose ancestors are Indian. 

• They were citizens of India on January 26, 1950, or later, unless they are or were citizens of 

Pakistan, Bangladesh, or such other country. 

• Registered Overseas Citizens of India are granted multi-purpose and life-long visas for visits to 

India. 

• They are also exempt from registration with the Foreign Regional Registration Officer or the 

Foreign Registration Officer for any length of stay in India. 
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• The OCI does not grant political rights. So it can't be considered as 'dual citizenship.' 

 

4. Chief Whip & Leader of Opposition [Polity- Parliament] 

Article: Shiv Sena splits in Lok Sabha as 12 MPs join rebel camp (Page 1) 

Context 

Following the revolt of Shiv Sena MLAs led by Eknath Shinde in Maharashtra last month, the party’s 

Lok Sabha group was split wide open on Tuesday after 12 of the party’s 19 Lok Sabha MPs moved 

over to the rebel Shinde camp, dealing another body blow to Uddhav Thackeray’s dwindling Sena 

faction. 

About Whip 

• A whip is an official of a political party who acts as the party's 'enforcer' inside the legislative 

assembly or house of parliament.  

• In India, every major political party appoints a whip who is responsible for the party's discipline 

and behaviour on the floor of the House.  

• A whip is an important office-bearer of the party in the Parliament.  

• Parties appoint a senior member from among their House contingents to issue whips — this 

member is called a Chief Whip, and he/she is assisted by additional Whips.  

• India inherited the concept of the whip from the British parliamentary system. 

• A legislator may face disqualification proceedings if she/he disobeys the whip of the party unless 

the number of lawmakers defying the whip is 2/3rds of the party's strength in the house.  

• Disqualification is decided by the Speaker of the house. 

Limitations of whip 

• There are some cases such as Presidential elections where whips cannot direct a Member of 

Parliament (MP) or Member of Legislative Assembly (MLA) to vote in a particular fashion. 

Types of whips 

• One-line whip is issued to inform members of a party about a vote. It allows a member to abstain 

in case they decide not to follow the party line. 

• Two-line whip is issued to direct the members to be present in the House at the time of voting. 

• Three-line whip is issued to members directing them to vote as per the party line. 

About Leader of Opposition 

• The leader of the opposition is one of the key parliamentary functionaries whose role, though not 

defined in any rule, is of very great importance in the functioning of a legislature.  

• He or she is invariably a senior leader representing the main opposition party in the legislature.   

• In the British parliament, the leader of opposition is referred to as the ‘shadow prime minister’, so 

called because he or she is always in a state of readiness to take over the government if the 

incumbent government falls. 

• The leader of the opposition in the houses of Indian parliament is a statutory post.  

• This post is defined in the Salaries and Allowances of Leaders of Opposition in Parliament Act, 

1977 as simply the leader of the numerically biggest party in opposition to the government and 

recognised as such by the speaker/chairman. 

• Where there are two or more parties in opposition to the Government, in the Council of States or 

in the House of the People having the same numerical strength, the Chairman of the Council of 

States or the Speaker of the House of the People, as the case may be, shall, having regard to the 

status of the parties, recognise any one of the Leaders of such parties as the Leader of the 

Opposition for the purposes of this section and such recognition shall be final and conclusive. 
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• When a request comes from the largest party in opposition, the speaker is legally bound to 

recognise the leader of that party as the leader of the opposition. 

About Recognising Parliamentary parties as ‘parties’ and ‘groups’ 

• In the 1950s, the speaker started the practice of recognising parliamentary parties as ‘parties’ and 

‘groups’ for the limited purpose of allotting seats in the house, time for participating in the debates, 

rooms in Parliament House etc.  

• He issued a direction under which a party is recognised as such only if it had 10% of the strength 

of the house.  

• A party which had less than 10% members was categorised as a ‘group’.  

• But there was no reference to the leader of the opposition in the above direction. 

• But after the enactment of the 10th Schedule of the constitution which brought in anti-defection 

provisions, every party – irrespective of the number of members it has in the house  – is considered 

a ‘party’.   

• Even a one-member party is a party in the house.   

• Thus, the categorisation of parliamentary parties as ‘parties’ and ‘groups’ by the speaker became 

irrelevant and hence this practice became obsolete. 

5. Semi-Presidential form of Government [Polity- System of Government] 

Article: Three-way contest in the offing for President’s post in Sri Lanka (Page 1) 

Context 

Sri Lanka will witness a three-cornered race for Presidency on Wednesday, as the island awaits a new 

leader and government after an astounding people’s uprising ousted Gotabaya Rajapaksa last week. 

About Semi-Presidential form of Government 

• A semi-presidential system, or dual executive system, is a system of government in which a 

president exists alongside a prime minister and a cabinet, with the latter two responding to the 

legislature of the state.  

• It differs from a parliamentary republic in that it has a popularly elected head of state who is more 

than a ceremonial figurehead, and from the presidential system in that the cabinet, although named 

by the president, responds to the legislature, which may force the cabinet to resign through a motion 

of no confidence. 

• The president is usually elected and is meant to serve for the fixed term specified by 

the constitution.  

• In some countries, the president and prime minister have equal powers.  

• However, in other countries, either the prime minister or the president exhibits more executive 

powers than the other.  

• Another form is where the president and the parliament share powers so that the prime minister 

answers to both the president and the legislature.  

• Semi-presidential governments will either be president-parliamentary or premier-presidential.  

• President-parliamentary republics are closer than pure presidentialism.  

• In this case, the president is elected by the electorates.  

• When they assume office, they choose the parliament and the cabinet who are accountable to both 

the legislature and the president.  

• The prime minister can be removed by parliament’s “vote of no confidence” or a dismissal by the 

president.  
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• Countries with president-parliamentary governance include Mozambique, Taiwan, Senegal, and 

Portugal.  

• On the other hand, the premier-presidential style of governance entails which resembles pure 

parliamentarism.  

• In such a case, the prime minister and cabinet are selected by the members of parliament and they 

are exclusively responsible to the legislature.  

• Besides, it is the sole prerogative of parliament to dismiss the cabinet and prime minister through 

a “vote of no confidence”.  

• The president is not involved in the selection and dismissal of these two executive arms of 

government.  

• Examples of such republics are Niger, Cape Verde, Mali, East Timor, and Lithuania.  

• Examples of countries that practice a semi-presidential system of governance are  Ireland, 

Poland, Slovenia, Austria, Portugal, Romania, Mongolia, South Korea, Ukraine, 

Bulgaria, Finland, Russia, Lithuania, Sri Lanka, Haiti, Namibia, and Guyana. 

6. Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967 [Acts- Countering Terrorism] 

Article: The judgment on the Burkapal Maoist attack (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

A NIA court in Dantewada on July 15 acquitted 121 tribals who were arrested in connection with a 

suspected 2017 Maoist attack that claimed the lives of 25 security personnel in Chattisgarh’s Sukma 

district. 

About Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA), 1967 

• The Unlawful Activities Prevention Act (UAPA), 1967 is the primary counter-terror law in India.  

• This act aimed at effective prevention of unlawful activities all over India and abroad.  

• Its main objective was to make power available to state and central agencies for dealing with 

activities directed against the integrity and sovereignty of India.  

• The UAPA was originally enacted in 1967 while Indira Gandhi was the prime minister. 

• The law has undergone over half-a-dozen amendments, the last one in 2019 under the Narendra 

Modi government. 

• In December 2004, Parliament inserted a chapter dedicated to punishing terrorist activities. 

• Now, the UAPA covers terrorism, money laundering for terror financing and designation of 

groups as well as individuals as terrorist. 

• Act defines “Unlawful activity” as “any action taken by individual or association that leads to 

cession of a part of the territory of India, questions the sovereignty of India or disrupt the integrity 

of India etc. 

Objectives of UAPA  

• The main objective of the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act  is to make powers available for 

dealing with activities directed against the integrity and sovereignty of India. 

• This Act was developed as an anti-terrorism law to prevent such unlawful activities association 

and maintain the sovereignty and integrity of India. 

Under Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act  

• Under the Act, the central government may designate an organisation as a terrorist organisation if 

it: (i)takes part in or commits  (ii) prepares for terrorism, (iii) promotes terrorism, or (iv) is 

otherwise involved in terrorism. 
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• Under the Act, investigation of cases may be conducted by officers of the rank of Deputy 

Superintendent or Assistant Commissioner of Police or above.  The Bill additionally empowers the 

officers of the NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to investigate cases. 

• UAPA will be applicable to the offenders in the same manner, even if the crime is committed on 

foreign land, outside India. 

• It gives powers to the central government to impose all-India bans on associations which are 

declared ‘unlawful’ under the Act. 

• UAPA  extends the pre-chargesheet custody period from 90 days to 180 days. 

• The UAPA restricts the right to bail and makes the court depend on police documents to presume 

guilt of the accused. 

• Bail under UAPA can be granted only when the court is of the opinion that there are reasonable 

grounds for believing that the accusation against such person is prima facie true. 

The Scope and Application of this Act 

• It extends to whole of India. 

• Every person shall be liable to punishment under this Act for every act or omission contrary to the 

provision thereof, of which he is held guilty in India. 

• Any person, who commits an offence beyond India, which is punishable under this act, shall be 

dealt with according to the provisions of this Act in the same manner as if such act had been 

committed in India. 

• The provisions of this act also apply to: 

1. Citizens of India and abroad. 

2. Persons in the service of government. 

3. Persons on ships and aircrafts, registered in India is also under provision of this act. 

Refer TADA & POTA. 

7. Law against Manual Scavenging [Govt Policies & Interventions] 

Article: Deadly sewers (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

17 The number of people who have died this year till July while cleaning sewers and septic tanks. 

Since 2017, 347 such deaths have been recorded across India. Despite a 2013 law prohibiting 

employment of manual scavengers, a government survey identified 54,130 people engaged in this job 

as of July 2019.  

About The Prohibition of Employment as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013 

• The law lays down the rules and procedure for the rehabilitation of manual scavengers through 

training in alternate employment, financial help and help with purchasing property. 

• Every local authority (municipality or panchayat), cantonment board or railway authority is 

responsible for surveying its area to identify manual scavengers. 

Who is a Manual scavenger according to the Law? 

• Any person who has been employed to handle undecomposed human waste from an insanitary 

latrine, open drain or pit or railway track is a manual scavenger under this law. 

• The person could have been employed by any one - say, someone from their village or by an agency 

or contractor. 

• It does not matter if she was given regular employment or engaged on contract basis, she is covered 

under this law. 
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• Exception - Any person who has been employed to clean human waste and does so with the help 

of the appropriate protective gear and equipment will not be considered a manual scavenger under 

this law. 

• Another group of people called 'safai karamcharis' are also sometimes considered as manual 

scavengers - however, they usually refer to people working as sweepers or cleaning workers in the 

municipalities, government or private organisations. 

How does this law prevent manual scavenging? 

• Under this law, the first step to preventing manual scavenging is demolishing 'insanitary latrines'.  

• This Act came into force in December 2013.  

• It imposed certain time bound commitments by the local authorities (municipal bodies, cantonment 

boards and railway authorities). 

• The local authorities are responsible for the building and maintenance of these community sanitary 

latrines and must make sure that they are functional and hygienic. 

Main offences under this Act 

• This law makes it an offence to: 

o Employ people as manual scavengers to clean insanitary latrines. 

o Employ people to clean sewers and septic tanks without protective gear. 

o Construct insanitary latrines. 

o Not demolish or convert insanitary latrines within a certain period of this Act coming into force. 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

8.  Participatory Notes (P-notes) [Economy- Capital Market] 

Article: Investment via P-notes drops to ₹80,092 cr. (Page 14) 

Context 

Investment in the Indian capital markets through participatory notes (P-notes) slid to ₹80,092 crore till 

June end, the lowest level in 20 months, on aggressive rate increases by the U.S. Federal Reserve.  

About Participatory Notes (P-notes) 

• Participatory Notes, P-Notes (or PNs) are financial instruments issued by registered foreign 

institutional investors (FIIs) to international offshore investors who want to invest in Indian stock 

markets but do not want to register with the market regulator, the Securities and Exchange Board 

of India (SEBI).  

• They are Overseas Derivative Instruments with Indian stocks as underlying assets that allow 

foreign investors to invest in Indian stock exchanges without having to register with SEBI. 

• Participatory notes are not traded on Indian stock exchanges and are sold in a directory to foreign 

investors who purchase them through the FII to dodge taxes and regulations. 

• Participatory Notes provide anonymity to the investor as the entity investing in Participatory Notes 

are not registered with SEBI. 

• Participatory notes provide ease of trading as these are like contract notes transferable by 

endorsement and delivery due to which investing through P notes is very popular among FIIs to 

avoid the hurdles of knowing your customer norms. 

• Participatory Notes provide tax saving and several investors route their investment through 

participatory notes to avoid tax laws. 
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• Participatory notes have been used for the purpose of money laundering in which the host of Indian 

money launderers first take the money out of the country through hawala and then invest it back in 

the country using Participatory Notes. 

• The promoters of companies use participatory notes to bring back the unaccounted money and 

manipulate their stock prices. 

Steps were taken by SEBI to regulate participatory notes 

• From January 2011, the new rules of SEBI required the FII to follow Know Your Customer (KYC) 

norms and had to submit the details of transactions. This caused a decline in the issuance of 

participatory notes. 

• In April 2014, SEBI banned unregulated entities in foreign countries from subscribing to 

participatory notes. 

• Later on, in 2016, SEBI mandated that in addition to KYC norms, the anti-money laundering rules 

will be applicable to the participatory noteholders. 

• SEBI also issued fresh norms on the transferability of participatory notes between two overseas 

investors and also increased the frequency of submitting the report on participatory note issuers. 

• In July 2017 SEBI in its fresh regulations, banned foreign portfolio investors from issuing 

participatory notes for investments in equity derivatives. The FPIs can issue participatory notes to 

foreign investors if equity derivative investments are used for hedging their equity shares. 

• In April 2017 in another move by the regulator SEBI to stop round-tripping and money laundering, 

the non-resident Indians, as well as residents, were banned from investing in participatory notes. 

Revise SEBI from previous Current Affairs. 

9. GST Changes on Food Items [Economy- Taxation] 

Article: All States agreed to GST changes on food items: Finance Minister (Page 11) 

Context 

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said on Tuesday that the decision to levy the Goods and 

Services Tax (GST) on unbranded, pre-packed and pre-labelled food products was critical to curb tax 

leakage and was not taken by “one member” of the GST Council alone as all States had agreed to the 

move. 

About GST Changes on Food Items 

• The Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs said single packages of food items like cereals, 

pulses and flour weighing up to 25 kg will be considered as 'prepackaged and labelled', and liable 

to five per cent GST. 

• It also clarified that if a retail shopkeeper supplies in loose quantity the item bought from a 

manufacturer or a distributor in a 25-kg pack, such sale to consumers will not attract GST. 

• In the context of food items (such as pulses, cereals like rice, wheat, flour etc), the supply of 

specified pre-packaged food articles would fall within the purview of the definition of 'pre-

packaged commodity' under the Legal Metrology Act, 2009, if such pre-packaged and labelled 

packages contained a quantity up to 25 kilogram (or 25 litres). 

• The CBIC said the supply of pre-packed atta meant for retail sale to ultimate consumer of 25 Kg 

shall be liable to GST. However, supply of such a 30-kg pack thereof shall be exempt from levy 

of GST. 

• The board also said that GST would apply on a package that contains multiple retail packages, for 

example a package containing 10 retail packs of flour of 10 kg each. 
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• It said for the purpose of GST, pre-packaged commodity would mean a commodity which, without 

the purchaser being present, is placed in a package of whatever nature, whether sealed or not, so 

that the product contained therein has a pre- determined quantity. 

10. Hydrometeorological Calamities [Geography & Disaster Management] 

Article: Lives lost in water (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

889 The number of people who died in India till July this year due to hydrometeorological calamities 

such as tropical cyclones, heavy rainfall, severe thunderstorms, floods, and drought. In 2022, Assam 

recorded the most number of such deaths with 192 fatalities, closely followed by Himachal Pradesh 

with 187 deaths. More than 50,000 livestock were also killed in Assam due to the calamities. More 

than 2 lakh houses/huts were damaged in Assam and 2.4 lakh hectares of crops were spoiled. 

About Hydrometeorological Calamities 

• Of the 3 main types of natural disasters in the world, geological, hydro-meteorological, and 

biological, hydro- meteorological disasters account for over 75% in terms of the damages including 

casualties, economic losses, infrastructure damage and disruption to normal life.  

• They include floods, droughts, cyclones of all types, landslides, avalanches, heat waves, cold 

waves, and debris flow.  

• Of the hydro-meteorological disasters, floods account for the majority of disasters followed by 

wind storms.  

• Regionally, Asia suffers the most compared to other continents.  

• The primary causes of all hydro-meteorological disasters are water and wind. 

About Flood 

• Floods are among the most frequent and costly natural disasters.  

• Conditions that cause floods include heavy or steady rain for several hours or days that saturates 

the ground.  

• Flash floods occur suddenly due to rapidly rising water along a stream or low- lying area.  

• India is one of the most flood prone countries in the world.  

• The principal reasons for flood lie in the very nature of natural ecological systems in this country, 

namely, the monsoon, the highly silted river systems and the steep and highly erodible mountains, 

particularly those of the Himalayan ranges.  

• Most of the floods occur during the monsoon period and are usually associated with tropical storms 

or depressions, active monsoon conditions and break monsoon situations.  

• Floods occur in almost all rivers basins in India.  

• The main causes of floods are heavy rainfall, inadequate capacity of rivers to carry the high flood 

discharge, inadequate drainage to carry away the rainwater quickly to streams/rivers.  

• Ice jams or landslides blocking streams; typhoons and cyclones also cause floods.  

• Brahmaputra, Ganga, Narmada, Tapti, Mahanadi, Krishna & Cauvery are the most flood prone 

areas. 

About Drought 

• Drought is a temporary aberration unlike aridity, which is a permanent feature of climate.  

• Conditions of drought appear when the rainfall is deficient in relation to the statistical multi-year 

average for a region, over an extended period of a season or year, or even more.  

• Meteorological Drought is defined as the deficiency of precipitation from expected or normal 

levels over an extended period of time.  
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• Hydrological Drought is best defined as deficiencies in surface and subsurface water supplies 

leading to a lack of water for normal and specific needs.   

• Agricultural Drought, usually triggered by meteorological and hydrological droughts, occurs 

when soil moisture and rainfall are inadequate during the crop growing season causing extreme 

crop stress and wilting.   

• In India, it is defined as a period of four consecutive weeks (of severe meteorological drought) 

with a rainfall deficiency of more than 50% of the long-term average (LTA) or with a weekly 

rainfall of 5 cm or less from mid-May to mid-October (the kharif season) when 80% of India‟s 

total crop is planted or six such consecutive weeks during the rest of the year (NRSC, Decision 

Support Centre).  

• Drought produces wide-ranging impacts that span many sectors of the national economy.   

About Avalanche 

• Snow cover on a slope tends to slide down the slope because of gravity.  

• Conditions affecting stability include the gravitational force component of the snow and resisting 

forces, such as the frictional resistance of the slope or the anchoring effect of shrubs.  

• In general, avalanches are caused when this balance is lost and when the forces exceed the 

resistance.  

• The Himalayas are well known for the occurrence of snow avalanches particularly Western 

Himalayas i.e. the snowy regions of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh and Western Uttar 

Pradesh.  

About Cold Wave  

• A cold wave is a weather phenomenon that is distinguished by a cooling of the air.  

• Occurrences of extreme low temperature in association with incursion of dry cold winds from north 

into the sub continent are known as cold waves.   

• The northern parts of India, specially the hilly regions and the adjoining plains, are influenced by 

transient disturbances in the mid latitude westerlies which often have weak frontal characteristics.  

• These are known as western disturbances.  

• The cold waves mainly affect the areas to the north of 20°N but in association with large amplitude 

troughs, cold wave conditions are sometimes reported from states like Maharashtra and Karnataka 

as well.  

• In recent years due to deterioration of the air quality in urban locations of India the deaths and 

discomfort from cold waves have been substantial.  

• Uttar Pradesh and Bihar rank the highest in terms of casualties from cold wave and this could be 

due to poor level of development and lack of shelters to the outdoor workers and farmers.  

Refer cyclone & heatwaves from previous current affairs. 
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ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 
19th July, 2022 - Daily Current Affairs Question Practice – Answer & Explanation 

Q. “The Abraham Accords” was recently in the news, are formal declarations of diplomatic and 

economic normalization signed by the leaders of 

(e) Iran, Israel, Saudi Arabia and UAE  

(f) India, Israel, Qatar and United States 

(g) Bahrain, Israel, the UAE and the United States 

(h) India, Iran, Oman and Qatar 

Answer: Option (c) Bahrain, Israel, the UAE and the United States 

Explanation: 

About the “Abraham Accords” 

✓ The Abraham Accords are formal declarations of diplomatic and economic normalisation 

signed by the leaders of Bahrain, Israel, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and the United 

States in Washington DC in September 2020.  

✓ It is the first Arab-Israeli peace deal in 26 years. 

✓ Egypt was the first Arab State to sign a peace deal with Israel in 1979. 

✓ Jordan signed a peace pact in 1994. 

✓ The accords constitute a major event that could significantly influence the future of the Arab–

Israeli conflict and strategic relationships in the wider region.  

 
 

 

 

 

Topics Repeated from Previous Current Affairs 

No Important Topics in News Syllabus  Current Affair 

Date  

1 FIR, Look-Out Circular- p1 GS 2 Polity 5, 13 July 2022 

2 NEET- UG- p1 GS 2 Polity 18 July 2022 

3 Agnipath Scheme- p1 GS 2 Polity 15 June 2022 

4 National Green Tribunal- p1 GS 2 Polity 2 June 2022 

5 CDSCO- p7 GS 2 Polity 13 June 2022 
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