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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Cyclone Mandous [Geography: Cyclones] 

Article: Cyclone Mandous approaching: Here is all you need to know (The Indian Express, Dec 

8) 

Context:  

Tamil Nadu and neighbouring areas are bracing for heavy rainfall with cyclone Mandous expected 

to cross India’s coast between Puducherry and Sriharikota on the night of December 9, the India 

Meteorological Department (IMD) said Thursday. 

About Cyclone 

◼ A cyclone is a low pressure system that forms over warm waters.  

◼ Essentially, it is a system of high speed winds rotating around a low-pressure area, with the winds 

blowing counterclockwise in the Northern Hemisphere and clockwise in the Southern 

Hemisphere. 

◼ According to the World Meteorological Organization, “Tropical cyclones are one of the biggest 

threats to life and property even in the formative stages 

of their development.  

◼ They include a number of different hazards that can 

individually cause significant impacts on life and 

property, such as storm surge, flooding, extreme winds, 

tornadoes and lighting.  

◼ Combined, these hazards interact with one another and 

substantially increase the potential for loss of life and material damage.” 

Naming of the Cyclones 

◼ Cyclones that form in every ocean basin across the world are named by the regional specialised 

meteorological centres (RSMCs) and Tropical Cyclone Warning Centres (TCWCs).  

◼ There are six RSMCs in the world, including the India Meteorological Department (IMD), and 

five TCWCs. 

◼ As an RSMC, the IMD names the cyclones developing over the north Indian Ocean, including 

the Bay of Bengal and Arabian Sea, after following a standard procedure.  

◼ The IMD is also mandated to issue advisories to 12 other countries in the region on the 

development of cyclones and storms. 

Which ocean in India sees more storms? 

◼ The months of October-November and May-June see storms of severe intensity develop in the 

North Indian Ocean — comprising the Bay of Bengal and the Arabian Sea — with an average of 

five developing in a calendar year.  

◼ According to the IMD, of these five storms, four are in the Bay of Bengal and one in Arabian Sea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. Challenges to National Judicial Appointments Commission [Polity: Judiciary] 

Article: The impasse over appointment of judges (Page 8) 

Context:  

Last week, Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankhar commented on the on-going heated debate between the 

Central government and the Supreme Court over the matter of judicial appointments. Referring to 

the 2015 verdict of the SC which struck down the National Judicial Appointments Commission 

(NJAC) and the 99th Amendment, Mr. Dhankhar asked how the judiciary could have run down a 

unanimously-passed constitutional provision which reflected “the will of people”. 

About Challenge to NJAC 

◼ In early 2015, the Supreme Court Advocates-on-Record Association (SCAORA) filed a plea 

challenging the provisions which had by then become laws.  

◼ The SCAORA contended in its petition that both the Acts were “unconstitutional” and “invalid”.  

◼ It argued that the 99th Amendment which provided for the creation of the NJAC took away the 

“primacy of the collective opinion of the Chief Justice of India and the two senior-most Judges 

of the Supreme Court of India” as their collective recommendation could be vetoed or “suspended 

by majority of three non-Judge members”.  

◼ It invoked the Second Judges Case to say that CJI primacy had to be protected.  

◼ It also stated that the amendment “severely” damaged the basic structure of the Constitution, of 

which the independence of the judiciary in appointing judges was an integral part.  

◼ The Second Judges Case of 1993 emphasised the role of the CJI in appointing judges to SC and 

HCs.  

◼ “The role of the CJI is primal in nature because this being a topic within the judicial family, the 

Executive cannot have an equal say in the matter,” the verdict reasoned.  

◼ The “basic structure” doctrine meanwhile refers to the idea that the Constitution could not be 

amended or read in a manner that destroyed the document’s basic structure. 

3. Central Electricity Authority (CEA) [Polity: Statutory Bodies] 

Article: Plan to install 500 GW of renewable energy capacity by 2030 to cost ₹2.44 trillion (Page 

12) 

Context: 

India’s plan to install 500 GW (gigawatt) of renewable energy capacity by 2030 will involve an 

investment of at least ₹2.44 lakh crore or ₹2.44 trillion, according to a committee constituted by the 

Central Electricity Authority (CEA). 

About Central Electricity Authority (CEA) 

◼ The Central Electricity Authority of India is a statutory organisation constituted under section 3 

of Electricity Supply Act 1948, which has been superseded by section 70 of the Electricity Act 

2003. 

◼ It advises the government on policy matters and formulates plans for the development of 

electricity systems.  

◼ The Authority shall consist of not more than fourteen Members (including its Chairperson) of 

whom not more than eight shall be full-time Members to be appointed by the Central Government. 

◼ The Chairperson and all the Members of the Authority shall hold office during the pleasure of the 

Central Government. 

◼ The Chairperson is the Chief Executive of the Authority. 

◼ The headquarters of the Authority is at Delhi. 



 

Important functions and duties 

◼ Advise the Central Government on the matters relating to the national electricity policy, formulate 

short-term and perspective plans for development of the electricity system and co-ordinate the 

activities of the planning agencies for the optimal utilisation of resources to subserve the interests 

of the national economy and to provide reliable and affordable electricity for all consumers. 

◼ Specify the technical standards & safety requirements for construction of electrical plants, electric 

lines and connectivity to the grid. 

◼ Specify the Grid Standards for operation and maintenance of transmission lines. 

◼ Specify the conditions for installation of meters for transmission and supply of electricity. 

◼ Promote and assist in the timely completion of schemes and projects for improving and 

augmenting the electricity system. 

◼ Collect and record the data concerning the generation, transmission, trading, distribution and 

utilisation of electricity and carry out studies relating to cost, efficiency, competitiveness and such 

like matters. 

◼ Advise the Appropriate Government and the Appropriate Commission on all technical matters 

relating to generation, transmission and distribution of electricity. 

4. Conjugal Rights of Prisoners [Polity: Fundamental Rights] 

Article: The debate around conjugal visits for prisoners (Page 8) 

Context:  

The State of Punjab has furthered the cause of right to life and personal liberty of prisoners by 

allowing conjugal visits for inmates. It is expected that this initiative will lead to strengthening of 

matrimonial bonds and also ensure good conduct of prisoners. 

About Conjugal Rights 

◼ Broadly speaking, conjugal rights are rights created by marriage, that is, the right of the husband 

or the wife to the company of their spouse.  

◼ In the context of prisons, however, conjugal visits refer to the concept of allowing a prisoner to 

spend some time in privacy with his spouse within the precincts of a jail.  

◼ It is often argued that conjugal visits can have positive impacts in the form of psychological health 

benefits for prisoners, preservation of marital ties and, reduction in the rates of homosexuality 

and sexual aggression within prisons.  

◼ Aside from the above, it is also argued that conjugal visits are a fundamental right of the spouses 

of the prisoners.  

◼ Prisoner rights are internationally recognised through the United Nations Standard Minimum 

Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights etc.  

◼ Through such instruments, prisoners are guaranteed the right to life and inherent dignity.  

◼ The right to maintain family relations including conjugal visits are included in these treaties.  

◼ Most prison Acts and Rules across the country accept the importance of maintenance of continuity 

in family and social relations.  

Judicial Views 

◼ In the case of Sunil Batra vs Delhi Administration (1979, SC), Justice Iyer observed that “visit to 

prisoners by family and friends are solace in isolation: and only a dehumanised system can derive 

vicarious delight in depriving prison inmates of this humane amenity.”  

◼ On the specific question of conjugal rights of prisoners, however, High Courts have differed in 

their rulings.  



 

◼ In the case of Jasvir Singh vs State of Punjab, a couple convicted of murder and on death row 

made a petition to the court to enforce their right to procreate.  

▪ The primary question before the law was whether the right to conjugality and procreation is 

a part of the right to life.  

▪ The High Court held that this right to conjugality is available to prisoners under Article 21, 

subject to restrictions.  

◼ However, in the case of Meharaj vs State (2022), the Madras HC while considering the question 

of whether conjugal rights form part of the right to life and personal liberty guaranteed by Article 

21, observed that there have to be differential standards in enforcement of Article 21 for law 

abiders and law violators.  

◼ The Court observed that even though conjugal visits could not be held as a fundamental right, the 

prisoner would still be eligible to avail leave for conjugal visits if there are ‘extraordinary reasons’ 

such as ‘infertility treatments.’  

What is going to be the Punjab model 

◼ The State guidelines clarify that conjugal visits are a matter of privilege rather than a right.  

◼ It has been notified that the average time for conjugal visits shall be two hours, allowed once 

every two months.  

◼ The visiting spouse will have to furnish a proof of marriage and medical certificates declaring 

that he or she is free from HIV or any other sexually transmitted disease, COVID-19 or any other 

infectious disease.  

◼ Moreover, such a facility will not be extended to high risk prisoners, terrorists, child abuse and 

sexual offenders, death row convicts, prisoners who suffer from HIV etc. 

5. The Elephant Question & the Vermin Conflict [Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article: Parliament passes Wildlife Bill: Questions remain on elephants, vermin (The Indian 

Express, Dec 8) 

Context: 

The Rajya Sabha on Thursday (December 8) passed the Wild Life (Protection) Amendment Bill, 2022, 

which has invited scrutiny on two major issues: the exemption made to allow the transfer of captive 

elephants, and the sweeping powers given to the Centre to declare species as vermin. 

The Elephant Question 

◼ In 1927, the Indian Forest Act listed the elephant as cattle.  

◼ When WLPA was enacted in 1972, it identified the elephant, along with bullock, camel, donkey, 

horse and mule, as a “vehicle”.  

◼ Given the highest legal protection in 1977, the elephant is the only animal in WLPA’s Schedule-

I that can still be owned legally — by means of inheritance or gift. 

◼ Since 2003, Section 3 of the WLPA prohibited trade in all captive wildlife and any (non-

commercial) transfer across state boundaries without the permission of the respective chief 

wildlife warden.  

◼ This made the live elephant trade go underground as traders switched to dressing up commercial 

deals as fake gift deeds to bypass the amendment. 

◼ The WLPA amendment Bill 2021 proposed an exception to Section 43: “This section shall not 

apply to the transfer or transport of any live elephant by a person having a certificate of ownership, 

where such person has obtained prior permission from the State Government on fulfilment of such 

conditions as may be prescribed by the Central Government.” 



 

◼ Along with conservation and animal welfare groups, the Parliamentary Standing Committee 

headed by Congress leader Jairam Ramesh objected to the blanket exemption, recommending to 

limit it only to temple elephants kept for religious purposes. 

◼ Under pressure, the government modified the exemption but worded the amended clause vaguely 

to allow the “transfer or transport of a captive elephant for a religious or any other purpose by a 

person having a valid certificate of ownership shall be subject to such terms and conditions as 

may be prescribed by the Central Government”. 

◼ Critics point out that the sweeping ambit of “any other purpose” will empower elephant traders, 

put wild populations at greater risk of capture, and defeat the very purpose of WLPA. 

The Vermin Conflict 

◼ The damage to the national economy due to crop depredation by wild animals has never been 

computed.  

◼ But for lakhs of farmers around India’s many protected forests, it is the biggest challenge to 

livelihood (not to mention the occasional threat to life). 

◼ Since 1972, the WLPA has identified a few species — fruit bats, common crows and rats — as 

vermin.  

◼ Killing animals outside this list was allowed under two circumstances: 

◼ Under Section 62 of WLPA, given sufficient reasons, any species other than those accorded the 

highest legal protection (such as tigers and elephants but not wild boars or nilgais) can be declared 

vermin at a certain place for a certain time. 

◼ Under Section 11 of WLPA, the chief wildlife warden of a state can allow the killing of an animal, 

irrespective of its status in the Schedules, if it becomes “dangerous to human life”. 

◼ The state governments took the decisions under Section 62 until 1991 when an amendment 

handed over the powers to the Centre.  

◼ The purpose was apparently to restrict the possibility of eliminating a large number of animals at 

a species level as vermin.  

◼ Under Section 11, the states could issue culling permits only locally and for a few animals. 

◼ In recent years, however, the Centre has started using its powers under Section 62 to issue 

sweeping orders declaring species as vermin at even state levels, often without any credible 

scientific assessment. 

◼ For example, nilgais were declared as vermin across 20 districts in Bihar for a year in 2015.  

◼ The Centre cited “large-scale destruction of agriculture” as the ground for declaring monkeys 

(Rhesus macaque) vermin in Shimla municipality in 2019. 

◼ Since last year, Kerala’s requests for declaring wild boars as vermin have been turned down 

repeatedly by the Environment ministry. 

◼ That is why the House was divided on the issue, with members from Kerala highlighting the 

growing number of wild boar attacks in the state, and others seeking a more tempered and 

scientific approach in declaring a species as vermin. 

 

 

 

 



 

6. Multi-State Cooperative Societies (Amendment) Bill, 2022 [Acts in News] 

Article: Bill to amend law on cooperative societies introduced in LS (Page 10) 

Context: 

A Bill to amend the Multi-State Cooperative Societies Act, aimed at bringing in transparency in the 

sector, was introduced in the Lok Sabha on Wednesday.  

About Multi-State Cooperative Societies (Amendment) Bill, 2022 

◼ The Bill seeks to strengthen governance, reform the electoral process, improve the monitoring 

mechanism, and ensure ease of doing business in multi-State 

cooperative societies. 

◼ It also aims to improve the composition of boards and ensure 

financial discipline, besides enabling the raising of funds in the 

multi-State cooperative societies. 

◼ In order to make the governance of multi-State cooperative 

societies more democratic, transparent and accountable, the Bill 

has provisions for setting up of Cooperative Election Authority, 

Cooperative Information Officer and Cooperative 

Ombudsman.  

◼ To promote equity and facilitate inclusiveness, provisions relating to representation of women 

and Scheduled Caste/Scheduled Tribe members on the board of multi-State cooperative societies, 

have been included. 

About Cooperative Societies 

◼ Co-operative societies are profit-oriented entities which aim to obtain marketability for the 

products produced by agricultural and other labour-intensive businesses.  

◼ Based on the recommendations of the Mirdha Committee and the Model Co-operative Societies 

Act, the Government of India passed the Multi-State Co-operative Societies Act in 2002 which 

provided for a democratic and autonomous working of the Co-operatives.  

◼ A co-operative society is often a voluntary association of individuals who come together with the 

intention to work together and to promote their economic interest.  

◼ These societies work on the principle of self-help as well as mutual help.  

◼ The primary goal is to provide support to the members.  

◼ It is an association of persons who voluntarily share their resources for using them for the mutual 

welfare of its members itself.  

Primary objectives 

◼ Promotion of cooperative movement. 

◼ To encourage and promote the growth of co-operative societies. 

◼ Render services, not for profit. 

◼ Mutual help, not competition. 

◼ Self-help, not dependence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

7. Election Security Deposit [Polity: Elections] 

Article: What does it mean for a candidate to lose an ‘election deposit’? (The Indian Express, Dec 

8) 

Context: 

The state Assembly polls in Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat have concluded. As with all elections, 

while there will be candidates who will rake in huge victory margins, there will also be contestants 

who will lose their security deposit – an indicator of clear rejection at the hands of the voters. 

About Election Security Deposit 

◼ An election security deposit is an amount that is to be deposited with the Returning Officer when 

a candidate files their nomination.  

◼ This is to be submitted either in cash, or a receipt must be enclosed with the nomination paper, 

showing that the said sum has been deposited on the candidate’s behalf in the Reserve Bank of 

India or in a Government Treasury. 

◼ The main purpose of this practice is to ensure that only genuinely intending candidates end up 

filing the nomination to be a part of the electoral process. 

Is the amount same for all elections? 

◼ No, it depends on the particular election being conducted, and the Representation of the People 

Act of 1951 mentions different amounts depending on the level of election. 

◼ Even in the case of Presidential and Vice-Presidential elections, a deposit of Rs 15,000 is to be 

made. 

When is a candidate said to ‘lose’ their security deposit? 

◼ As per the same Act, the deposit has to be forfeited at an election if the number of valid votes 

polled by the candidate is less than 1/6th of the total number of valid votes polled. 

◼ Or, in the case of the election of more than one member, it would be 1/6th of the total number of 

valid votes so polled divided by the number of members to be elected.  

◼ This refers to elections by proportional representation method, as is the case in Rajya Sabha.  

◼ If the candidate does meet the threshold, “the deposit shall be returned as soon as practicable after 

the result of the election is declared.” 

◼ If a candidate withdraws their nomination or passes away before the polls, the amount is returned. 

◼ The Act adds that “if at a general election, the candidate is a contesting candidate in more than 

one parliamentary constituency or in more than one assembly constituency, not more than one of 

the deposits shall be returned, and the others shall be forfeited.” 

8. BIMSTEC [IR: Important Groupings & Agreements] 

Article: BIMSTEC as key to a new South Asian regional order (Page 6) 

About BIMSTEC 

◼ BIMSTEC is a multilateral regional organisation established with the aim of accelerating shared 

growth and cooperation between littoral and adjacent countries in the Bay of Bengal region. 

◼ It was founded as BIST-EC, in June 1997, with the adoption of the Bangkok Declaration, with 

Bangladesh, India, Sri Lanka and Thailand as members. 

◼ It has a total of seven member countries- five from South Asia, including Bangladesh, Bhutan, 

India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka, and two from Southeast Asia, including Myanmar and Thailand. 

◼ The first BIMSTEC Summit was held on July 31, 2004 and BIMSTEC headquarters are 

in Dhaka, Bangladesh. 

◼ BIMSTEC constitutes a bridge between South Asia and South East Asia and represents a 

reinforcement of relations among these countries. 



 

◼ BIMSTEC main purpose is to accelerate economic growth and social progress and collaboration 

in the sub-region through joint initiatives. 

◼ The 15 priority areas of cooperation for BIMSTEC 

include trade and investment, energy, tourism, 

transport and communication, public health, counter-

terrorism and transnational crime, environment and 

disaster management, technology, fisheries, 

agriculture, poverty alleviation, cultural cooperation, 

people-to-people Contact and Climate Change and 

Blue Economy. 

Threats faced by the region 

◼ According to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), the Bay of 

Bengal is one of IUU fishing hotspots in the Asia-Pacific. 

◼ A Bay of Bengal Maritime Dialogue (BOBMD) organised recently by the Centre for 

Humanitarian Dialogue and the Pathfinder Foundation brought together government officials, 

maritime experts, and representatives of prominent think tanks from Sri Lanka, India, Bangladesh, 

Myanmar, Thailand and Indonesia.  

◼ The pressing challenges that confront the Bay of Bengal include the emergence of a dead zone 

with zero oxygen where no fish survive; leaching of plastic from rivers as well as the Indian 

Ocean; destruction of natural protection against floods such as mangroves; sea erosion; growing 

population pressure and industrial growth in the coastal areas and consequently, huge quantities 

of untreated waste flow. 

◼ Security threats such as terrorism, piracy and tensions between countries caused by the arrests of 

fishermen who cross maritime boundaries are additional problems. 

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

9. Remission of Duties and Taxes on Export Products (RoDTEP) Scheme [Growth & 

Development: External Sector] 

Article: Pharma, chemicals, iron, steel exports get RoDTEP boost (Page 14) 

Context: 

With India’s exports momentum hit by waning global demand, the government on Wednesday decided 

to extend the Remission of Duties and Taxes on Exported Products (RoDTEP) Scheme to the 

pharmaceuticals, chemicals and iron & steel sectors with effect from December 15. 

About Remission of Duties and Taxes on Export Products (RoDTEP) scheme 

◼ The RoDTEP scheme, introduced in January 2021 to replace an earlier merchandise export 

incentive scheme, is meant to provide ‘zero rating’ of exports or ensure that no domestic taxes 

are added to goods meant for export. 

◼ The scheme is formed to replace the existing MEIS (Merchandise Exports from India Scheme).  

◼ The scheme will ensure that the exporters receive the refunds on the embedded taxes and duties 

previously non-recoverable.  

◼ The scheme was brought about with the intention to boost exports which were relatively poor in 

volume previously. 

◼ The US had challenged India’s key export subsidy schemes in the WTO (World Trade 

Organisation), claiming them to harm the American workers.  



 

◼ A dispute panel in the WTO ruled against India, stating that the export subsidy programmes that 

were provided by the Government of India violated the provisions of the trade body’s norms.  

◼ The panel further recommended that the export subsidy programmes be withdrawn.  

◼ This led to the birth of the RoDTEP Scheme, so as to ensure that India stays WTO-compliant. 

◼ Mandi tax, VAT, Coal cess, Central Excise duty on fuel etc. will now be refunded under this 

particular scheme.  

◼ All the items under the MEIS and the RoSTCL (Rebate of State and Central Taxes and Levies) 

are now under the purview of the RoDTEP Scheme. 

◼ The refund will be issued in the form of transferable electronic scrips. These duty credits will be 

maintained and tracked through an electronic ledger. 

◼ Through the introduction of the digital platform, the clearance happens at a much faster rate.  

◼ Verification of the records of the exporters will be done with the help of an IT-based risk 

management system to ensure speed and accuracy of transaction processing.  

◼ Under RoDTEP, all sectors, including the textiles sector, are covered, so as to ensure uniformity 

across all areas.  

10. Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS) [Economy: Digital Payment] 

Article: RBI tweak to UPI will help in e-com, share purchases: Das (Page 14) 

Context: 

The RBI on Wednesday said it would add a feature in the UPI platform to aid payments where delivery 

of goods and services happens later, like with e-commerce purchases, hotel bookings or investments. 

About Bharat Bill Payment System (BBPS) 

◼ Bharat Bill Payment System is a Reserve Bank of India (RBI) conceptualised ecosystem driven 

by National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). 

◼ It is a one-stop ecosystem for all recurring bills providing an interoperable and accessible 

"anytime anywhere" recurring payment service to all customers across India with certainty, 

reliability and safety of transactions. 

◼ BBPS has multiple modes of payment and provides instant confirmation of payment via an SMS 

or receipt with a Be- assured symbol. 

◼ It offers repetitive payments of all type like electricity, telecom, DTH, gas, water bills, insurance 

premiums, loan repayments, FASTag recharge etc through a single window. 

11. European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) [Economy: Important Bodies] 

Article: ESMA row: Das says Europe regulators need to trust India’s credibility, strength (Page 

14) 

Context: 

The ESMA announced that it will stop recognising six major clearing houses from May 1 next year if 

it was denied permission to audit the entities. Bank of England later followed suit. Experts said such 

moves could force European lenders to set aside higher capital to continue dealing with non-

recognised entities. 

About European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) 

◼ The European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) is an independent European Union (EU) 

Authority that contributes to safeguarding the stability of the EU's financial system by enhancing 

the protection of investors and promoting stable and orderly financial markets. 

◼ Whilst ESMA is an independent Authority, it is accountable to the European Institutions including 

the European Parliament, where it appears before the Economic and Monetary Affairs Committee 



 

(ECON) at their request for formal hearings, the Council of the European Union and European 

Commission.  

◼ The Authority reports to the institutions on its activities regularly at meetings and also through its 

Annual Report. 

◼ ESMA achieves its mission and objectives through four activities: 

▪ Assessing risks to investors, markets and financial stability; 

▪ Completing a single rulebook for EU financial markets; 

▪ Promoting supervisory convergence; and 

▪ Directly supervising specific financial entities. 

 


