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ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 

Daily Current Affairs Question Practice 

Q. Which of the following African country has signed an agreement with India for the 

reintroduction of Cheetah to the Kuno National Park in Madhya Pradesh? 

(a) Namibia 

(b) South Africa 

(c) Kenya 

(d) Nigeria 

NOTE:  

▪ Answer and the explanation will be provided in the next day's news analysis. 

▪ Please follow our ‘ACS’ Telegram channel to get the daily news analysis (IAS-Academy of 

Civil Services) 

 

GS 1: ART AND CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Doctrine of Lapse [Modern India] 

Article: Stolen 19th century painting traced to U.S. museum (Page 7) 

Context 

A 19th century painting of Raja Serfoji and his son Sivaji, which was stolen from Saraswathi Mahal, 

Thanjavur, a few years ago has been traced by the Idol Wing CID police to the Peabody Essex 

Museum, Massachusetts, in the U.S.  

Serfoji, placed by the British on the throne over his stepbrother Amar Singh, died in 1832. His only 

son Sivaji ruled until 1855. However, he had no male successor. Thanjavur became a casualty of Lord 

Dalhousie’s infamous ‘Doctrine of Lapse’, and it got absorbed into British-ruled Indian provinces. 

About Thanjavur 

• Thanjavur was a minor Maratha kingdom which was founded by Vyankoji, the younger brother of 

the first Maratha emperor, Shivaji Maharaj (although some sources claim him as the son of the 

emperor).  

• He began the Thanjavur, or Tanjore, dynasty which ruled the state until 1855. 

• The state is absorbed into British India under the controversial annexation policy known as the 

Doctrine of Lapse. 

• The city itself is one of India's oldest, with a history which reaches back into the Sangam period.  

• During the rule of the later Cholas, it served as their capital, subsequently being ruled by 

the Pandyas, the Vijaynagar empire, the Madurai Nayaks, and the Thanjavur Nayaks, before the 

arrival of the Marathas.  

• Thanjavur was the capital of the great Chola (Cola) king Rajaraja I, and it was he who 

commissioned the site's magnificent temple, the Brihadishvara, in the early 11th century CE.  

• Many other temples and shrines were added over the centuries making Thanjavur one of the most 

important and most visited historical sites in India today.  

• Thanjavur is listed by UNESCO as a World Heritage Site. 

About Doctrine of Lapse 

• The Doctrine of Lapse was introduced by Lord Dalhousie.  

• Lord Dalhousie who was the Governor General from 1848 to 1856 done the final wave of 

annexations through his policy of Doctrine of Lapse. 

20th July, 2022  
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• As per Doctrine of Lapse, the Kingdom would ‘Lapse’ and would become part of British East India 

Company territory if the ruler of a Kingdom died without male heir. 

Important Kingdoms that were Annexed through Doctrine of Lapse 

▪ The Kingdom of Satara (1848)(1st kingdom to be annexed through the Doctrine of Lapse). 

▪ The Kingdom of Sambalpur (1850) 

▪ The Kingdom of Udaipur (1852) 

▪ The Kingdom of Nagpur  (1853) 

▪ The Kingdom of Jhansi  (1854) 

▪ Bhagat (1850) 

▪ Tore and Arcot (1855) 

▪ The Kingdom of Awadh (1856) (final annexation). 

Refer other methods of annexation by the British. 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. Indian Antarctic Bill, 2022 [IR & Polity- Important Bills/Acts, International Treaties] 

Article: With Opposition absent, LS defers debate on Antarctic Bill (Page 14) 

Context 

The Lok Sabha on Thursday deferred the consideration and passing of the Indian Antarctic Bill, 2022 

for Friday, as the Opposition benches were empty due to the ongoing protests by the Congress 

members outside of Parliament over the Enforcement Directorate’s summoning of their party president 

Sonia Gandhi for questioning.  

About Indian Antarctic Bill, 2022 

• The Bill seeks to provide for national measures to protect the Antarctic environment, as well as 

dependent and associated ecosystems, and to give effect to the Antarctic Treaty, the Convention 

on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources, and to the Protocol on Environmental 

Protection to the Antarctic Treaty. 

•  It also seeks to protect the Antarctic environment and regulate activities in the region.   

Applicability 

• The provisions of the Bill will apply to any person, vessel or aircraft that is a part of an Indian 

expedition to Antarctica under a permit issued under the Bill.   

• Areas comprising of Antarctica include: (i) the continent of Antarctica, including its ice-shelves, 

and all areas of the continental shelf adjacent to it, and (ii) all islands (including their ice-shelves), 

seas, and air space south of 60°S latitude. 

About Antarctic Treaty 

• The Antarctic Treaty came into force on 23 June 1961 after ratification by the twelve countries 

then active in Antarctic science.  

• The Treaty covers the area south of 60°S latitude.  

• The twelve original signatories are Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Chile, France, Japan, New 

Zealand, Norway, South Africa, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, the UK and the US. 

• India is a signatory to the Antarctic Treaty (1983). 

• 54 countries, comprising around 80% of the world’s population, have acceded to it. 

• Twenty eight nations have Consultative status. 

• It's Headquarters is in Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
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Its objectives are: 

• To demilitarize Antarctica, to establish it as a zone free of nuclear tests and the disposal of 

radioactive waste, and to ensure that it is used for peaceful purposes only; 

• To promote international scientific cooperation in Antarctica; 

• To set aside disputes over territorial sovereignty. 

About Antarctic Treaty System (ATS) 

• Three separate international agreements together with the original Treaty provide the rules which 

govern activities in Antarctica which are collectively known as the Antarctic Treaty System (ATS). 

1. Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Seals (1972) 

2. Convention on the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (1980) 

3. Protocol on Environmental Protection to the Antarctic Treaty (1991) 

Research stations set up by India in Antarctica 

Under the environmental protocol of the Antarctic Treaty (1959), India has set up three research 

stations up till now. 

1. Dakshin Gangotri 

o The first Indian scientific research base station was 

established in Antarctica as part of the third Antarctic 

programme. 

o Located at a distance of 2,500 kilometres from the South 

Pole, it was established in 1983-84.  

o This was the first time an Indian team spent a winter in Antarctica to carry out scientific work. 

o In 1989, it was excavated and is being used again as a supply base and transit camp. 

2. Maitri 

o In the year 1988 an ice-free, rocky area on the Schirmacher Oasis was selected to build the 

second research station named Maitri. 

o The building was erected on steel stilts, and has stood the test of time -- conducting 

experiments in geology, geography and medicine. 

o Maitri is the gateway for Indian scientists to venture into interior Antarctic mountains and 

has been hosting summer and winter research teams every year. 

o India also built a freshwater lake around Maitri known as Lake Priyadarshini. 

3. Bharati 

o Located beside Larsmann Hill, about 3000 km east of Maitri, Bharati was established in 2015.  

o It is located between Thala Fjord & Quilty bay, east of Stornes Peninsula in Antarctica. 

o  It has been constructed using 134 recycled shipping containers, to help researchers work in 

safety despite the harsh weather. 

o Bharati made India an elite member of the club of 9 nations that have multiple stations in the 

region. 

o In line with the Antarctic Treaty System, Bharati can be completely disassembled and 

removed without leaving even a brick behind. 

▪ Sagar Nidhi 

o In 2008, India commissioned the Sagar Nidhi, for research. 

o An ice-class vessel, it can cut through the thin ice of 40 cm depth and is the first Indian vessel 

to navigate Antarctic waters. 
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The National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research 

▪ The National Centre for Antarctic and Ocean Research is a research and development body.  

▪ It functions under the Ministry of Earth Sciences, Government of India.  

▪ It controls the Indian Antarctic programme. 

▪ The NCAOR and the Department of Ocean Development select the members for India's 

Antarctic expeditions.  

▪ After medical tests and subsequent acclimatization training at the Himalayas, these selected 

members are also trained in survival, environment ethics, fire-fighting and operating in a group. 

▪ Logistical support to the various activities of the Indian Antarctic programme is provided by the 

relevant branches of the Indian armed forces.  

▪ The launching point of Indian expeditions has varied from Goa in India to Cape Town in South 

Africa. 

 

3. NITI Aayog’s India Innovation Index, 2022 [Reports & Indices in News] 

Article: Karnataka tops NITI Aayog innovation index list (Page 12) 

Context 

Karnataka, Manipur and Chandigarh have topped in their respective categories as per the third edition 

of NITI Aayog’s India Innovation Index released on Thursday.  

About NITI Aayog’s India Innovation Index, 2022 

• The India Innovation Index is prepared by the NITI Aayog and the Institute for Competitiveness.  

• The number of indicators has increased from 36 (in the India Innovation Index 2020) to 66 (in the 

India Innovation Index 2021).  

• The index points to the decentralization of innovation across all Indian states. 

• The Index presents an evaluation of the innovation readiness of states and UTs and highlights 

potential challenges that deter the government, businesses and individuals from fully realising their 

potential.   

• Karnataka has retained its top spot in the ‘Major States’ category, followed by Telangana and 

Haryana.  

• Manipur has emerged as the best performer among the north-eastern and hilly states, followed by 

Uttarakhand and Meghalaya.  

• Among the Union Territories and city-states, Chandigarh is the top performer, followed by Delhi.  

4. National Project Status [Polity- Growth & Development] 

Article: No investment clearance for Kaleshwaram: Centre (Page 7) 

Context 

The Centre has made it clear that the Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project is not eligible for inclusion 

under the National Project scheme as Telangana has not obtained the mandatory investment clearance. 

Criteria for Declaring Irrigation Project as National Project 

• International projects, where usage of water in India is required by a treaty or where planning and 

early completion of the project is necessary in the interest of the country or; 

• Inter-State projects which are dragging on due to non-resolution of Inter-State issues relating to 

sharing of costs, rehabilitation, aspects of power production etc., including river interlinking 

projects or; 

• Intra-State projects with additional irrigation potential of more than two lakh hectare and with no 

dispute regarding sharing of water and where hydrology is established or; 



 
7 

• Extension, renovation and modernization (ERM) projects envisaging extension/ restoration of 

irrigation potential of 2 lakh hectare. 

• However, mere eligibility of a project does not entitle its inclusion under the NP scheme.  

• Inclusion is also dependent upon approval of Advisory Committee on Irrigation, Flood Control 

and Multipurpose projects of DoWR, RD&GR as per laid down procedure, investment clearance, 

recommendations by High Powered Steering Committee, availability of funds as well as 

Government priorities at that time, etc. 

• Water resources projects in which irrigation component is not present, or those targeting provision 

of drinking water or tank filling for replenishing of ground water recharge sourcing water from 

rivers/reservoirs/canals, can also be considered for inclusion under the NP scheme, if they fulfill 

the above mentioned eligibility criteria for the scheme.  

Funding Pattern 

• Projects in 8 North-Eastern, 2 Himalayan States (Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand) and Union 

Territories of Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh- 90 (Central) : 10 (State). 

• Projects in other States- 60 (Central) : 40 (State). 

Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project 

▪ The Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project is a multi-purpose irrigation project on the Godavari 

River in Kaleshwaram, Bhupalpally, Telangana, India.  

▪ The 3 main purposes of this project are irrigation, transport, and power. 

▪ This project will have the longest underground irrigation tunnel in the world (14.09 Km). 

▪ The pumps would be operating at a cavern and surge pool which also holds a record for being 

the biggest in the world with a capacity to hold 2 crore litres of water. 

 

5. Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) [Polity- Important Offices] 

Article: ‘Kerala to lose ₹23,000 cr. due to policies of Centre’ (Page 7) 

Context 

Harmful Central financial policies will deprive Kerala of about ₹23,000 crore in the current fiscal 

compared to 2020-21, a situation which could seriously hobble the State’s ability to fund welfare and 

development schemes, Finance Minister K. N. Balagopal informed the Assembly on Thursday. 

About Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) 

• Defined as the “most important officer in the Constitution of India” by Dr B.R. Ambedkar, 

Comptroller and Auditor General of India, is an independent jurisdiction authorised under Article 

148 of the Indian Constitution.  

• CAG of India, or also the “Guardian of the Public Purse”, is vested with the responsibility of 

inspecting and auditing all the expenditure of both the Central and the State Governments as well 

as of those organisations or the bodies which the government significantly funds. 

• He audits the accounts associated with all expenditure from the Consolidated Fund of India, 

Consolidated Fund of every state and UT having a legislative assembly. 

• He audits all the expenditure from the Contingency Fund of India and the Public Account of India, 

and the Contingency Fund and Public Account of every state. 

• He audits all the trading, manufacturing, profit and loss accounts, balance sheets and 

separate subsidiary accounts kept by any department of the Central Government and State 

governments. 
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• He audits all the receipts and expenditure of the bodies and authorities extensively financed from 

the Central or State revenues, government companies, other corporations, and bodies when 

required by related laws. 

6. Bail [Polity- Judiciary] 

Article: Cancel anticipatory bail to Minister’s son: rape victim (Page 3) 

Context 

The Delhi High Court on Thursday sought the response of Delhi police and a Rajasthan Minister’s 

son, accused of raping a woman, on a plea by the victim seeking cancellation of anticipatory bail 

granted to him. 

About Bail 

• Bail denotes provisional release of accused in Criminal Case in which court the trial is pending 

and the Court is yet to announce judgement.  

• The sections 436 to 439 of the Criminal Procedure Code deal with the concept of Bail. 

• The term Bail is not defined in Criminal Procedure Code, however, this term, in the most common 

sense, indicates that the accused is set free from jail against a kind of security which is given by 

the accused to the court that he will attend the proceedings in court against the accusations made 

upon him and include personal bond and bail bond.  

• There are 3 types of bail Regular, Interim and Anticipatory. 

• Interim bail is granted for a short period of time and it is granted before the hearing for the grant 

of regular or anticipatory bail. 

• If any person has reason to believe that he/she may be arrested for non-bailable offence, he/she 

may apply to Sessions court or High court for anticipatory bail praying that in the event of arrest, 

he/she shall be released on bail. (Section 438 Cr.PC). 

• At the time of granting anticipatory bail the Court imposes certain terms and conditions which if 

are flouted, the Court may cancel such anticipatory bail.  

• Secondly on receiving an application either by a complainant or the prosecution the anticipatory 

bail may be cancelled if the court find it necessary. 

7. Law against Hate Speech in India [Polity- Fundamental Rights] 

Article: Clarify actions taken against hate speech: SC (Page 1) 

Context 

The Supreme Court on Thursday asked the Central government and States to clarify actions taken 

against hate speeches even as petitioners argued that the distinction between dissent and hate speech 

is getting deliberately “muddied”. 

Law against Hate Speech in India 

• Freedom of Speech and Expression is protected as a fundamental right in the Constitution of India 

under Article 19(1)(a) which states as all citizens shall have the right to freedom of speech and 

expression. 

• However, under Art 19(2), a reasonable restriction has been put forth by the Indian constitution 

where the word reasonable should strike a balance between the use and misuse of this freedom.  

• Various judgements have very liberally interpreted the fundamental right of freedom of speech and 

expression.  

• But at the same time, a reasonable restriction has been imposed on this fundamental right, misuse 

of which might fall under the ambit of hate speech.  



 
9 

• Indian Penal Code contains various sections which are applicable to hate speech.  

• These Sections criminalizes hate speech and prescribes punishment for such an offence.  

• Section 153A of the IPC, which criminalizes the promotion of enmity between groups of people 

on grounds such as religion and race, place of birth, residence language, etc. 

• Section 153B of the IPC, which criminalizes imputations and assertions by speech directed 

towards certain members of a group which arises by virtue of them being a member of such a 

community prejudicial to national integration holding them liable for such speech. 

• Section 295 of the Indian Penal Code 1860, which criminalizes the destruction of places of worship 

or sacred objects. 

• Section 295A of the IPC 1860, which criminalizes deliberate and malicious acts that outrage the 

religious feelings of any class of people by insulting their religion or religious beliefs.  

• Section 298 of the IPC, criminalizes speech that would hurt the religious sentiments of a person.  

• Section 505 of the IPC, criminalizes the publication or circulation of certain statements, rumours 

or reports, intention of such statement or the effect of such a statement is to create mischief and to 

upset the public tranquillity. 

• Section 124A of the IPC talks about sedition and penalizes it stating that if any words written or 

spoken promotes hatred or contempt disaffection against the government established by law is said 

to be charged under Section 124A. 

• The Law Commission in its 267th report recognizes the discrimination faced by groups based on 

‘sex, gender identity and sexual orientation’, such people facing discrimination should also be 

provided protection under hate speech laws.  

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

8.  Transmission Protection Instrument (TPI) [Important Banking Institutions] 

Article: ECB raises rates for first time in decade with net for debtors (Page 16) 

Context 

The European Central Bank raised interest rates for the first time since 2011 on Thursday and unveiled 

a bond-buying programme to keep borrowing costs in check for the eurozone’s most indebted 

countries. In a bid to cushion the impact of the rise in borrowing costs, the ECB also unveiled a new 

tool, the Transmission Protection Instrument (TPI). 

About Transmission Protection Instrument (TPI) 

• TPI is a new bond purchase scheme aimed at helping more indebted euro zone countries and 

preventing financial fragmentation within the currency bloc. 

• As the Governing Council continues normalising monetary policy, the TPI will ensure that the 

monetary policy stance is transmitted smoothly across all euro area countries. 

About European Central Bank 

• The European Central Bank (ECB) is the central bank of the European Union and the Eurozone 

currency union. 

• The ECB coordinates Eurozone monetary policy, including setting target interest rates and 

controlling the supply of the euro common currency. 

• The ECB's primary mandate is price stability; it targets 2% inflation over the medium term as a 

buffer against the risk of destabilizing deflation. 
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• ECB decisions on monetary policy and banking supervision are made by the ECB Governing 

Council comprising six executive board members and a monthly rotation of national central bank 

governors. 

9. Asian Development Bank (ADB) [Important Banking Institutions] 

Article: ADB pares India FY23 growth forecast to 7.2% citing price rise (Page 16) 

Context 

The Asian Development Bank (ADB) cut its growth forecast for India to 7.2% for 2022-23, from a 

7.5% projection made in April, citing higher-than-anticipated inflation since April along with 

monetary policy tightening. 

About Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

• Founded in 1966 and based in Manila, Philippines, the ADB assists members and partners by 

providing loans, technical assistance, grants, and equity investments to promote social and 

economic development. 

• The Asian Development Bank's (ADB) primary mission is to promote economic growth and 

cooperation in the Asia-Pacific Region.  

• The majority of the ADB’s members are in the Asia-Pacific region. 

• The ADB provides assistance to its developing member countries, the private sector, and public-

private partnerships through grants, loans, technical assistance, and equity investments to promote 

development.  

• From 31 members at its establishment in 1966, ADB has since grown to 68 members—of which 

49 are from within Asia and the Pacific and 19 outside.  

• India is a member. 

• ADB's main partners are governments, the private sector, nongovernment organizations, 

development agencies, community-based organizations, and foundations. 

• Under Strategy 2020, a long-term strategic framework adopted in 2008, ADB will follow three 

complementary strategic agendas: inclusive growth, environmentally sustainable growth, and 

regional integration. 

• In pursuing its vision, ADB's main instruments comprise loans, technical assistance, grants, advice, 

and knowledge. 

• Although most lending is in the public sector - and to governments - ADB also provides direct 

assistance to private enterprises of developing countries through equity investments, guarantees, 

and loans. 

10. Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) [Cyber Security] 

Article: In Pegasus battle, the fight for surveillance reform (Page 8) 

Context 

A year has passed since the disclosures about the Pegasus Project revealed the threat to India’s 

democracy. The gaps in an intrusive surveillance framework are causing severe harm to India’s 

democratic ideals. 

About Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) 

• CERT-In (the Indian Computer Emergency Response Team) is a government-mandated 

information technology (IT) security organization.  

• The purpose of CERT-In is to respond to computer security incidents, report on vulnerabilities and 

promote effective IT security practices throughout the country. 
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• CERT-In was created by the Indian Department of Information Technology in 2004 and operates 

under the auspices of that department.  

• According to the provisions of the Information Technology Amendment Act 2008, CERT-In is 

responsible for overseeing administration of the Act. 

• CERT organizations throughout the world are independent entities, although there may be 

coordinated activites among groups.  

• The first CERT group was formed in the United States at Carnegie Mellon University. 

11. Pegasus [Technology & Govt Policies- IT & Computers] 

Article: One year since the Pegasus spyware revelations (Page 10, Text & Context) 

Context 

The Supreme Court will be hearing the case pertaining to the alleged use of the Pegasus spyware 

software later this month. Last year, a consortium of 17 journalistic organisations globally put forth a 

list alleging the use of the spyware by the Union government to snoop on several prominent 

individuals. 

About Pegasus 

• The Pegasus spyware can not only mop up information stored on phones such as photos and 

contacts, but can also activate a phone’s camera and microphone and turn it into a spying device 

without the owner’s knowledge.  

• The earliest avatars of Pegasus used spear phishing to enter phones, utilising a message designed 

to entice the target to click on a malicious link.  

• However, it evolved into using “zero-click” attacks wherein the phones were infected without any 

action from the target individual.  

• Pegasus can also be delivered through a nearby wireless transmitter, or manually inserted if the 

target phone is physically available.  

• Once inside the phone, Pegasus can start transmitting any data stored on the phone to its command-

and-control centres.  

How was Pegasus used in India?  

• Reports that appeared in July 2021 from the Pegasus Project, which includes The Wire in India, 

The Guardian in the U.K., and The Washington Post in the U.S., said that in India, at least 40 

journalists, Cabinet Ministers, and holders of constitutional positions were possibly subjected to 

surveillance using Pegasus.  

• The reports were based on a database of about 50,000 phone numbers accessed by the Paris-based 

non-profit Forbidden Stories and Amnesty International.  

• These numbers were reportedly of interest to clients of the NSO Group (developer of the Pegasus 

software).  

• According to The Guardian, Amnesty International’s Security Lab tested 67 of the phones linked 

to the Indian numbers in the database and found that “23 were successfully infected and 14 showed 

signs of attempted penetration”.  

• Since Pegasus is graded as a cyberweapon and can only be sold to authorised government entities 

as per Israeli law, most reports have suggested that the governments in these countries are the 

clients.  

Indian laws enabling surveillance 

• Section 5(2) of The Indian Telegraph Act, 1885, states that the government can intercept a 

“message or class of messages” when it is “in the interests of the sovereignty and integrity of India, 
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the security of the state, friendly relations with foreign states or public order or for preventing 

incitement to the commission of an offence”.  

• The operational process for it appears in Rule 419A of the Indian Telegraph Rules, 1951.  

• Rule 419A was added to the Telegraph Rules after the verdict in the People’s Union for Civil 

Liberties (PUCL) vs Union of India case, in which the Supreme Court said telephonic 

conversations are covered by the right to privacy, which can be breached only if there are 

established procedures.  

• Under Rule 419A, surveillance needs the sanction of the Home Secretary at the Central or State 

level, but in “unavoidable circumstance” can be cleared by a Joint Secretary or officers above, if 

they have the Home Secretary’s authorisation.  

• In the K.S. Puttaswamy vs Union of India verdict of 2017, the Supreme Court further reiterated 

the need for oversight of surveillance, stating that it should be legally valid and serve a legitimate 

aim of the government.  

• The second legislation enabling surveillance is Section 69 of the Information Technology Act, 

2000.  

• It facilitates government “interception or monitoring or decryption of any information through any 

computer resource” if it is in the interest of the “sovereignty or integrity of India, defence of India, 

security of the state, friendly relations with foreign States or public order” or for preventing or 

investigating any cognisable offence.  

• The procedure for it is detailed in the Information Technology Rules, 2009.  

• Section 66 prescribes punishment to anyone who gains unauthorised access and “downloads, 

copies or extracts any data”, or “introduces or causes to be introduced any computer contaminant 

or computer virus,” as laid down in Section 43. 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

12. Santhal Tribe [Tribal Community in News] 

Article: NDA nominee Droupadi Murmu elected 15th President of India (Page 1) 

Context 

National Democratic Alliance (NDA) candidate Droupadi Murmu was elected the 15th President of 

India, the first tribal woman to be appointed to the position and the youngest as well. Ms. Murmu, 

who had been a former Governor of Jharkhand, hails from the Santhal tribe and was born in 

Mayurbhanj. 

About Santhal Tribe 

• Santhal is the third largest scheduled tribe community in the country after Gond and Bhil. 

• Major Locations: Jharkhand, Odisha and West Bengal. 

• Major Occupation: Cultivation, Industrial Labour, Mining, Quarrying. 

• They are nature worshipers and pay their obeisance at Jaher (sacred groves) irrespective of the 

positions they hold. 

• Santhals speak Santhali which has its own script called ‘OL chiki’ invented by Pandit Raghunath 

Murmu.  

• Santhali in OL-Chiki script has been included in the Eighth Schedule to the Constitution. 
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ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 
21st July, 2022 - Daily Current Affairs Question Practice - Answer & Explanation 

Q. “With reference to the “National Emergency” in India, consider the following statements: 

1. The proclamation of National Emergency does not require parliamentary approval in India. 

2. The President can proclaim a national emergency only after receiving a written 

recommendation from the cabinet. 

3. A proclamation of national emergency may be applicable to the entire country or only a 

part of it. 

4. The declaration of a National Emergency immune from the judicial review. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 4 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 3 and 4 only 

Answer: Option (c) 2 and 3 only 

Explanation: 

About proclamation of the “National Emergency” in India 

✓ Under Article 352, the President can declare a national emergency when the security of India 

or a part of it is threatened by war or external aggression or armed rebellion. A proclamation of 

national emergency may be applicable to the entire country or only a part of it.  

✓ The President can proclaim a national emergency only after receiving a written 

recommendation from the cabinet. 

✓ The proclamation of Emergency must be approved by both the Houses of Parliament within 

one month from the date of its issue. If approved by both the Houses of Parliament, the 

emergency continues for six months, and can be extended to an indefinite period with an 

approval of the Parliament for every six months. This provision for periodical parliamentary 

approval was also added by the 44th Amendment Act of 1978.  

✓ Every resolution approving the proclamation of emergency or its continuance must be passed 

by both Houses of Parliament by a special majority.  

✓ The 38th Amendment Act of 1975 made the declaration of a National Emergency immune 

from the judicial review. But, this provision was subsequently deleted by the 44th Amendment 

Act of 1978. 

 

 

Topics Repeated from Previous Current Affairs 

No Important Topics in News Syllabus  Current Affair 

Date  

1 Presidential Election in India- p1 GS 2 Polity 18 July 2022 

2 Enforcement Directorate (ED)- p1 GS 2 Polity 18 April 2022 

3 UAPA- p10 GS 2 Polity 20 July 2022 

4 Monkeypox- p10 GS3 S & T 15 July 2022 

5 Line of Actual Control- p12 GS 2 IR 24 June 2022 
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