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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Bhima-Koregaon Battle [Modern India] 

Article: Thousands visit Bhima-Koregaon war memorial (2nd Jan, Front Page) 

Context:  

The 205th anniversary of the Bhima-Koregaon battle passed without incident as lakhs of 

Ambedkarites from across Maharashtra and the country congregated near the Ranstambh (victory 

pillar) at Perne village in Pune on Sunday under heavy security cover. 

About Bhima-Koregaon Battle 

◼ A small village in Pune district of Maharashtra, Bhima-Koregaon is associated with an important 

phase of Maratha history.  

◼ On January 1, 1818, a Dalit-dominated British Army had defeated a Peshwa army, led by Peshwa 

Bajirao II, in Koregaon. 

◼ The battle attained a legendary stature for Dalits, who consider the win as a victory of the Mahars 

against the injustices perpetuated by the Peshwas. 

◼  The battle has come to be seen as a "symbol of Dalit pride". 

◼ A pillar, known as Vijay Sthamb (victory pillar), was installed by the East India Company in 

memory of those who fought for them in the battle.  

◼ It is at this pillar that thousands of Dalits come to pay respect every year on January 1. 

2. Western disturbances [Geography: Climatology] 

Article: Dense fog, cold wave set to grip north, northwest India in first week of 2023 (2nd Jan, Page 

4) 

Context: 

Cold wave conditions returned to large parts of northwest India with the onset of the New Year and 

the weather office has forecast dense morning fog over Uttarakhand, Punjab, Haryana and Uttar 

Pradesh over the next three days. 

About Western disturbances 

◼ A western disturbance is an extratropical cyclone that originates in the Mediterranean region and 

provides heavy winter rain to the Indian subcontinent's 

northern regions.  

◼ It is a low-pressure depression or trough over the surface 

or upper-air in the westerly winds regime north of 20 

degrees north, causing pressure, wind pattern, and 

temperature fields to fluctuate. Cloudiness, with or without 

precipitation, is present. 

◼ Western Disturbances are extra-tropical cyclones that originate in the Caspian Sea or the 

Mediterranean Sea, according to Skymet, a private Indian agency.  

◼ Low pressure usually forms over the Mediterranean Sea and moves across Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan, 

and Pakistan before arriving in India, where it is filled with moisture. 

◼ These moisture-laden western disturbances finally collide with the Himalayas and become 

blocked; as a result, moisture is trapped, and precipitation is distributed across Northwest India 

and occasionally other portions of North India in the form of snow and rain. 

◼ During the winter season, an average of 4-5 western disturbances emerge, and the rainfall 

distribution and volume vary with each western disturbance.  

◼ The term 'Western' alludes to the direction they came from in India.  

◼ Because the air in low-pressure systems is unstable or disturbed, the term "disturbance" is used.  



 

◼ It was coined by Indian meteorologists to describe systems moving from west to east. 

Revise Cold wave from previous current affairs. 

 

3. Sammed Sikharji [Religious Sites] 

Article: Jains fear that a sacred hill will be defiled by tourism plans (Page 10) 

Context: 

Leaders of many faiths have joined hands to save a hill that the Jain community considers sacred. For 

over a week now, Jains across Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, and Delhi, have 

been organising peaceful protests.  

About Sammed Sikharji 

◼ Sammed Shikharji, also known as Sammet Shikharji, which is located on the Parasnath hill in the 

Giridih district of Jharkhand is considered to be the biggest 

pilgrimage site by both the Digambaras and the Svetambaras.  

◼ It is believed that it is the place where 20 of the 24 Jain 

tirthankaras, who are Jain spiritual leaders, along with many 

other monks attained ‘moksha‘ or salvation after meditating. 

◼ According to beliefs of the Jain community, Shikharji is ranked 

with Ashtapad, Girnar, Dilwara Temples of Mount Abu and Shatrunjaya as the ‘Svetambara 

Pancha Tirth’ or the five principal pilgrimage shrines. 

◼ If someone wants to do a pilgrimage of Shikharji, they must start with Palganj on Giridih road, 

where there is a small shrine dedicated to Parshvanatha. 

 

4. Savitribai Phule [Indian Society: Important Personalities] 

Article: On her 192nd birth anniversary, a look at the life of Savitribai Phule, India’s first woman 

teacher (The Indian Express, Jan 3) 

About Savitribai Phule 

◼ A pioneer who challenged oppressive social norms in her quest for women’s education, equality 

and justice, Savitribai Phule is formally recognised as India’s first woman teacher. 

◼ A Dalit woman from the Mali community, Savitribai was born on 

January 3, 1831, in Maharashtra’s Naigaon village.  

◼ Married off at the tender age of 10, her husband Jyotirao Phule is 

said to have educated her at home.  

◼ At a time when it was considered unacceptable for women to even 

attain education, the couple went on to open a school for girls in 

Bhidewada, Pune, in 1848. This became the country’s first girls’ 

school. 

◼ The Phules opened more such schools for girls, Shudras and Ati-Shudras (the backward castes 

and Dalits, respectively) in Pune, leading to discontent among Indian nationalists like Bal 

Gangadhar Tilak.  

Phule’s role as a social reformer, beyond education 

◼ Along with Jyotirao, Savitribai started the Balhatya Pratibandhak Griha (‘Home for the 

Prevention of Infanticide’) for pregnant widows facing discrimination.  

◼ This was inspired by a turn of events wherein a young Brahmin widow was sentenced to life 

imprisonment in the Andamans after she killed her newborn child.  



 

◼ Savitribai Phule also advocated inter-caste marriages, widow remarriage, and eradication of child 

marriage, sati and dowry systems, among other social issues.  

◼ In 1873, the Phules set up the Satyashodhak Samaj (‘Truth-seekers’ society’), a platform open 

to all, irrespective of their caste, religion or class hierarchies, with the sole aim of bringing social 

equity.  

◼ As an extension, they started ‘Satyashodhak Marriage’ – a rejection of Brahmanical rituals 

where the marrying couple takes a pledge to promote education and equality. 

◼ The couple also set up ‘Balyata Pratibandak Gruha’, a childcare centre for the protection of 

pregnant widows and rape victims.  

◼ Urging women to break free of caste barriers, Savitribai encouraged them to sit together at her 

meetings. 

◼ At her husband’s funeral procession on November 28, 1890, Savitribai again defied convention 

and carried the titve (earthen pot). Walking ahead of the procession, Savitribai was the one who 

consigned his body to the flames, a ritual which is still predominantly carried out by men. 

◼ Setting an extraordinary example of living a life of compassion, service and courage, Savitribai 

became involved in relief work during the 1896 famine in Maharashtra and the 1897 Bubonic 

plague.  

Savitribai’s literary works 

◼ Savitribai Phule published her first collection of poems, called Kavya Phule (‘Poetry’s 

Blossoms’), at the age of 23 in 1854.  

◼ She published Bavan Kashi Subodh Ratnakar (‘The Ocean of Pure Gems’), in 1892. 

◼ Besides these works, Matushri Savitribai Phlenchi Bhashane va Gaani (S’avitribai Phule’s 

speeches and songs’), and her letters to her husband have also been published. 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

5. Issuing of Passport in India [Important Govt Bodies] 

Article: Re-issue passport to PDP chief’s mother, says J&K HC (2nd Jan, Front Page) 

Issuing of Passport in India 

◼ The Passport Seva Programme (PSP) Division of the Ministry of External Affairs, Government 

of India, provides passport services through the Central Passport Organization (CPO) and its 

network of Passport Offices, Passport Seva Kendras (PSKs); and Post Office Passport Seva 

Kendras (POPSKs).  

◼ Consular, Passport and Visa services to overseas Indians/Foreign nationals are provided by the 

PSP Division through the Indian Missions and Posts abroad. 

◼ All Passport Offices issue machine-readable passports as per the guidelines laid down by the 

International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). 

◼ he Central Passport Organization (CPO) was created in 1959 as a subordinate office of the 

Ministry of External Affairs and is headed by Joint Secretary (Passport Seva Programme) and 

Chief Passport Officer, who also acts as the Appellate Authority under the Passports Act,1967 

and the Head of Department under the Delegation of Financial Powers Rules 1978.  

◼ The Head Quarter of the CPO is in the Passport Seva Programme (PSP) Division of the Ministry.  

 

 



 

 

6. Mission Parivartan [Govt Initiatives & Social Justice: Gender Equality, Women 

Empowerment] 

Article: Women in driver’s seat, but await ‘parivartan’ in mindset (2nd Jan, Page 2) 

Context:  

Nearly four months after being inducted into the DTC fleet under ‘Mission Parivartan’, eleven female 

drivers face a slew of challenges. 

About Mission Parivartan 

◼ An initiative is being implemented as a joint venture between the 

Delhi government and Ashok Leyland to facilitate end-to-end 

training to 180 women candidates for procuring heavy motor 

vehicle driving licence along with additional training on basic 

computer knowledge to be eligible for recruitment as drivers of public busses in the national 

capital. 

◼ In an official statement it was informed that the programme is part of a Transport Department 

initiative to induct women drivers to run DTC and Cluster buses to promote women safety in the 

public transport.  

◼ Delhi Integrated Multi-Modal Transit System Limited (DIMTS) under its CSR support has signed 

an MoU with the Society for Driving Training Institute (SDTI) to implement this programme. 

◼ The Transport Department, in collaboration with DIMTS, has been implementing an initiative 

called ‘Mission Parivartan’ that aims at empowering women by helping them become heavy 

motor vehicle drivers and create job opportunities for them. 

7. MGNREGS [Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article: Women break new ground in MGNREGS (1st Jan, Front Page) 

MGNREGS- Recent Updates 

◼ The proportion of women workers participating in the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural 

Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS) has MGNREGStouched a 10-year high in the 

financial year 2022-23.  

◼ According to the latest statistics available with the Union Rural Development Ministry, 57.8% of 

the workers who used the scheme this year were women, their highest level of participation since 

2012-13.  

◼ Of the 15 States (Kerala, Bihar, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Andhra Pradesh, Madhya 

Pradesh, Karnataka, Chhattisgarh, Telangana, Odisha, Jharkhand, Assam, Gujarat and Uttar 

Pradesh) that The Hindu reviewed, 14 States reported an upward trend in women’s participation.  

◼ The only exception is Kerala, where the drop is miniscule.  

◼ For the past five years, in Kerala and Tamil Nadu, women’s share in the MGNREGS workforce 

has been hovering between 85% and 90%.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

8. Kerala declares Aymanam as the model village for Responsible Tourism [Govt Policies & 

Initiatives] 

Article: Aymanam in Kottayam to showcase women’s talent (1st Jan, Page 6) 

Context: 

Visitors dropping in at Aymanam, a model responsible tourism (RT) village in Kerala’s Kottayam, 

will now be able to experience the backwater destination through the eyes of its womenfolk. 

About Aymanam 

◼ Aymanam, an adjoining village of the popular tourist 

destination Kumarakom, has been declared as the first 

model Responsible Tourism (RT) Village in Kerala.  

◼ In line with a Kerala government plan to create a women-

friendly tourism network in the State, authorities have 

embarked on a plan to redress gender balance in the 

tourism enterprise of Aymanam by showcasing women’s 

talent.  

◼ The village has a special Tourism Grama Sabha to drive responsible tourism for for the last two 

years and imparted training for 1000 people to start or become  part of the Responsible Tourism 

activities. Around 120 Responsible Tourism ventures have been started in the village in the last 

couple of years.   

◼ Aymanam is a village popularised by Arundhati Roy in her Booker Prize Winning Novel ‘God of 

Small Things.’  

◼ The plan envisages turning the village as a hub of women-friendly destinations in Kottayam, 

which extends across a vast area from Kumarakom to Maravanthuruthu. 

9. India-Pakistan: Exchange of Prisoners [IR: Bilateral Relations] 

Article: India asks Pakistan to free prisoners, says ready to solve humanitarian matters (2nd Jan, 

Front Page) 

Context: 

India and Pakistan have exchanged lists of civilian prisoners and fishermen lodged in each other’s 

jails. The list was shared as per the provision of bilateral agreement on consular access signed 

between both countries in May 2008. 

About Consular Access Agreement of 2008 

◼ In 2008, India and Pakistan signed the Agreement on Consular Access. Section 4 of the 

agreement states that the governments of both nations would provide consular access.  

◼ This has to be provided within three months to citizens of another country, under arrest, detention, 

or imprisonment in the other country. 

◼ Section 5 of the agreement provides that within one month of confirmation of the national status 

and completion of sentences both governments should release and return people. 

Vienna Convention on Consular Relations of 1963 

• The Vienna Convention on Consular Relations is an international treaty that 

defines consular relations between independent states. 



 

• Article 36 of the Vienna Convention states that foreign nationals who are arrested or 

detained in the host country must be given notice without delay of their right to have their 

embassy or consulate notified of that arrest. 

• If the detained foreign national so requests, the police must fax that notice to the embassy 

or consulate, which can then verify the person. 

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

10. Bad loans [Economy: Banking Sector & NBFCs] 

Article: Has India tided over the problem of bad loans? (2nd Jan, Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context: 

In December 2022, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman told Parliament that banks had written off 

bad loans worth ₹10,09,511 crore during the last five financial years. A National Asset 

Reconstruction Company Ltd. (NARCL) was announced in the Union Budget for 2021-2022 to resolve 

stressed loans amounting to about ₹2 lakh crore in phases.  

About Bad loan 

◼ A bad loan is that which has not been ‘serviced’ for a certain period.  

◼ Servicing a loan is paying back the interest and a small part of the principal — depending on the 

agreement between bank and borrower — to begin with so that over time, you pay back the 

principal as well as the interest accrued in the duration.  

◼ In 2009, the RBI brought out norms that set out categories of NPAs and what banks must do as 

these bad loans aged.  

◼ Bad loans are a problem, for, with time, there is less and less certainty that the loan would be paid 

back in full.  

◼ The RBI’s master circular in 2009 started off the journey on NPA recognition.  

◼ It states that if an asset has been ‘doubtful’ for a certain period, the value of that asset must be 

provided for in parts, as the asset ages.  

◼ There was a revision in October 2021 which made recognition far more stringent.  

Why is there a need to recognise NPAs?  

◼ In the banking system, the government and regulatory authorities need to have a good view of 

how healthy the financial system is.  

◼ A weak financial system can eventually ruin lives and livelihoods.  

◼ India became more aggressive in recognising loans as ‘bad’ in the 2014 to 2015 period.  

◼ The periodic asset quality review was introduced.  

◼ Further, the regulator stepped in to prevent evergreening of loans (i.e., lending more to an already 

stressed asset in the hope that it could be brought back to its feet).  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

11. Performance of the Rupee  in 2022 [Monetary Policy] 

Article: Why the Indian rupee fell 10% against the US dollar in 2022 (2nd Jan, The Indian Express, 

Jan 2) 

Context: 

The Indian rupee depreciated by around 10 per cent against the US dollar in 2022 on account of 

sharp appreciation of the greenback as the US Federal Reserve tightened its interest rate to check 

inflation amid the uncertainties surrounding the Russia-Ukraine conflict. 

About the Performance of the rupee  in 2022 

◼ The rupee was the worst-performing Asian currency in 2022, witnessing a fall of around 10 per 

cent against the greenback.  

◼ This decline was mainly on account of appreciation in the US currency on safe haven appeal amid 

fears of recession and inflation across many parts of the world and Russia-Ukraine war. 

◼ During the year, the rupee fell to a lifetime low of 83.2 against the dollar.  

◼ Compared to rupee, depreciation of other Asian currencies was to a lesser extent.  

◼ During the year, Chinese Yuan, Philippine Peso and Indonesian Rupiah fell around 9 per cent.  

◼ South Korean Won and Malaysian Ringgit declined by nearly 7 per cent and 6 per cent, 

respectively. 

◼ However, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) heavily intervened in the forex market to defend rupee.  

◼ Since the beginning of 2022, the country’s foreign exchange reserves have fallen by $70 billion. 

It stood at $562.81 billion as of December 23, 2022, the latest RBI data showed. 

Reason for capital outflows 

◼ The US Fed aggressively raised interest rates by 425 basis point (bps) in 2022 in its fight 

against inflation.  

◼ This led to a higher interest rate differential between the US and India, and investors pulled out 

money from the domestic market and started investing in the US market to take advantage of 

higher rates. 

◼ In 2022, foreign portfolio investors (FPIs) pulled out Rs 1.34 lakh crore from the Indian markets 

– the highest-ever yearly net outflow.  

◼ They withdrew Rs 1.21 lakh crore from the stock markets and Rs 16,682 crore from the debt 

market in 2022, putting pressure on the rupee.  

◼ Russian invasion of Ukraine accentuated the FPI withdrawals with the global economic 

slowdown making inflows tougher, analysts said. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

12. Deepfakes [Technology: IT & Computers] 

Article: The danger of deepfakes (2nd Jan, Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context: 

Disinformation and hoaxes have evolved from mere annoyance to warfare that can create social 

discord, increase polarisation, and in some cases, even influence the election outcome. Nation-state 

actors with geopolitical aspirations, ideological believers, violent extremists, and economically 

motivated enterprises can manipulate social media narratives with easy and unprecedented reach 

and scale. The disinformation threat has a new tool in the form of deepfakes. 

About Deepfakes 

◼ Deepfakes are digital media - video, audio, and images 

edited and manipulated using Artificial Intelligence.  

◼ It is basically hyper-realistic digital falsification.  

◼ Deepfakes are created to inflict harm on individuals and 

institutions.  

◼ Access to commodity cloud computing, public research 

AI algorithms, and abundant data and availability of vast media have created a perfect storm to 

democratise the creation and manipulation of media.  

◼ This synthetic media content is referred to as deepfakes.  

◼ Artificial Intelligence (AI)-Generated Synthetic media or deepfakes have clear benefits in certain 

areas, such as accessibility, education, film production, criminal forensics, and artistic expression.  

◼ However, as access to synthetic media technology increases, so does the risk of exploitation.  

◼ Deepfakes can be used to damage reputation, fabricate evidence, defraud the public, and 

undermine trust in democratic institutions.  

◼ All this can be achieved with fewer resources, with scale and speed, and even micro-targeted to 

galvanise support. 

13. K9-Vajra [Defence Technology] 

Article: Government starts process to buy 100 more K9-Vajras (1st Jan, Page 7) 

Context: 

The Defence Ministry has started the process for the procurement of 100 more K9-Vajra tracked self-

propelled howitzers, which are built in India by Larsen & Toubro (L&T) using technology transferred 

from South Korean defence major Hanwha Defense Co. Ltd. 

About K9-Vajra 

◼ The K9 VAJRA-T155mm/ 52 is atracked self-propelled 

howitzer (a short gun for firing shells on high trajectories at low 

velocities), which has its roots in the K9 Thunder, the mainstay 

of the South Korean Army. 

◼ The K9 gun has been developed under the 'Buy 

Global’ programme of the Defence Procurement 

Procedure (DPP) where foreign companies are allowed to 

participate. 

◼ It has its own propulsion mechanism for moving towards its firing location and can be used to 

shell enemy positions from a long distance.   

◼ A K9 Vajra weighs 50 tonnes and can fire shells out to over 50 kilometers.  



 

◼ The K9 is capable of firing its shells in MRSI mode (Multiple Rounds Simultaneous Impact). 

◼ This is especially useful in open-air surprise bombardment techniques against enemy 

fortifications and strongholds. 

◼ The induction of Dhanush, K9-Vajra and M777 Ultra Light Howitzers has enhanced the reach of 

artillery firepower on the northern borders. 

14. Stampede [Disaster Management] 

Article: Three women killed in stampede at Guntur event (2nd Jan, Page 5) 

Context: 

Seven people died and several others were injured in a stampede at a public meeting of the Telugu 

Desam Party (TDP) at Kandukur, in Andhra Pradesh’s Nellore district, on Wednesday evening, 

according to the police. The incident took place soon after TDP president N Chandrababu 

Naidu arrived to address the meeting, police said. According to police, thousands of TDP workers 

and supporters had gathered at the venue, and there was some jostling soon as Naidu arrived to 

address the massive public meeting. 

What is stampede ? 

◼ Stampedes occur in extremely crowded spaces.  

◼ It is a situation in which a group of people start running in the same direction, especially because 

they are excited or frightened.  

◼ During a stampede, people collide and pile up against or on top of one another, leading to serious 

injuries and even death. 

◼ Human stampedes take place when people begin to jam against one another, leading to push and 

pull within the formation. 

◼ While many people fall and get trampled on during a stampede, the most common cause of death 

is compressive asphyxia - when respiration is prevented by external pressure on the body. 

Reasons 

◼ Overcapacity 

◼ Poor crowd control 

◼ Poorly planned event spaces with no clear exits 

◼ Narrow spaces 

◼ Dangerous behaviour such as climbing on structures, not following rules etc. 

◼ Physical barriers that cause congestion 

15. Sustainable Aquaculture In Mangrove Ecosystem (SAIME) [Sustainable Agriculture] 

Article:  Shrimp farms, mangroves to coexist in the Sundarbans (1st Jan, Page 9) 

Context: 

A new initiative of sustainable shrimp cultivation provides hope for mangrove restoration in the 

Sundarbans. For several years, environmentalists and experts have expressed concern over 

unsustainable aquaculture, particularly shrimp collection, after cleaning large tracts of mangrove 

forests in the Sundarbans. 

About Sustainable Aquaculture In Mangrove Ecosystem (SAIME) 

◼ SAIME is an ecosystem-based sustainable aquaculture model integrating mangroves. 

◼ Its aim is to restore mangroves and augment the livelihood of the coastal communities. 

◼ This project also aims to bring a change in the shrimp trade by bringing a transformative change in 

the existing value chain through the use of dialogue exchange model. 



 

◼ The project has been implemented in India and Bangladesh in collaboration with Global Nature 

Fund (GNF) in association with Naturland e.V, Germany, and Bangladesh Environment & 

Development Society (BEDS), Bangladesh. 

Objectives 

◼ Creation of national, regional, and international dialogue structures through a functioning Multi-

Stakeholder Partnership (MSP). 

◼ This will promote more sustainable forms of production of shrimp and other aquaculture 

organisms in India and Bangladesh. 

◼ To adopt a model to demonstrate Integrated Mangrove Aquaculture (IMA) in the Sundarbans 

◼ Capacity creation among the existing brackish water aqua-culturists for doing IMA 

◼ To create a standard practice in the culture methodology 

of integrated brackishwater aquaculture integrating Penaeus monodon as a candidate species 

◼ To form farmers’ institutions in order to integrate aquaculture produce from IMA into the value 

chain. 

◼ This will allow for better bargaining power and connect the small and mediumfarmers to 

both domestic and international  

◼ To identify the scope of reduction of blue carbon emissions associated with shrimp farming and 

brackish water through the integration of mangroves since they are a major carbon-sequestering 

species. 

16. XBB.1.5 variant of Omicron [Diseases] 

Article: A new coronavirus variant on the block (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context: 

India’s first case of the XBB.1.5 subvariant of Omicron was confirmed in Gujarat by the national 

genome sequencing consortium on December 31. XBB.1.5 has been driving COVID-19 cases in the 

U.S. Studies of the strain indicate that it is highly transmissible and evades pre-existing immunity.  

About XBB.1.5 variant of Omicron 

◼ XBB.1.5 is a recombinant, which means its genome is the product of the genomes of two different 

strains spliced together.  

◼ This can happen when two strains infect a person at the same time; a recombinant variant is 

produced as they replicate together.  

◼ Recombinant strains also arise when existing recombinant strains mutate.  

◼ Previous recombinants include XD (Delta + Omicron), XE (BA.1 + BA.2), and XBB (BA.2.10.1 

+ BA.2.75).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

17. Indian Rhinoceros [Species in News] 

Article: For first time in many years, no rhinos poached in Assam in 2022 (The Indian Express, 

Jan 3) 

Context:  

Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma announced on January 1 that no rhinos were poached 

in the state in 2022, ANI reported. Special DGP G P Singh posted data on Twitter that showed last 

year was the first since at least 2000 in which there were no incidents of rhino poaching in Assam. 

About Indian rhinoceros 

◼ The Indian rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis) is found only in the Brahmaputra valley, parts of 

North Bengal, and parts of southern Nepal.  

◼ It has a single black horn that can grow up to 60 cm, and 

a tough, grey-brown hide with skin folds, which gives the 

animal its characteristic armour-plated look. 

◼ The Indian rhino is listed as vulnerable (better than 

endangered, worse than near threatened) in the IUCN Red 

List; it was earlier placed in the endangered category.  

◼ The WWF says the “recovery of the greater one-horned rhino is among the greatest conservation 

success stories in Asia”. 

◼ According to the WWF, there are around 3,700 Indian rhinos in the wild today.  

◼ Assam’s Kaziranga National Park (KNP) alone has 2,613 animals, according to a census carried 

out in March 2022.  

◼ There are more than 250 other rhinos in the Orang, Pobitora, and Manas parks. 

Rhino poaching 

◼ Rhinos have been poached for their horn, which is prized in some cultures.  

◼ An Assam Forest Department release in 2021 said “ground rhino horn is used in traditional 

Chinese medicine to cure a range of ailments, from cancer to hangovers, and also as an 

aphrodisiac”; in Vietnam, a rhino horn is considered a status symbol.  

◼ In 2019, the Assam government constituted a Special Rhino Protection Force to keep a check 

on rhino poaching and related activities at Kaziranga National Park (KNP).  

◼ On September 22, World Rhino Day, in 2021, almost 2,500 rhino horns were burnt publicly in 

Bokakhat in KNP to “bust myths about rhino horns”, and to send “a loud and clear message to 

the poachers and smugglers that such items have no value”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

18. Satyendra Nath Bose [Important Personalities in News] 

Article: 129th birth anniversary of Satyendra Nath Bose: a look at the scientist’s contributions 

(The Indian Express, Jan 2) 

About Satyendra Nath Bose 

◼ Born on January 1, 1894, Bose grew up and studied in Kolkata, where he 

solidified his position as an exemplary academician.  

◼ S. N. Bose founded quantum statistics in 1924 when he discovered a new 

way to derive Planck’s radiation law. 

◼ Bose’s method was based on the argument that one photon of light is not 

distinguishable from another of the same color, which meant that a new 

way of counting particles was needed – Bose’s statistics. 

◼ Albert Einstein extended Bose’s argument to a wider range of phenomena.  

◼ Nowadays, any particle that behaves in accordance with Bose’s statistics 

is classed as a boson, named in honor of Bose. 

◼ Bose was awarded Padma Vibhushan, one of the highest civilian awards in the country, by the 

Indian government in 1954 and five years later, was appointed as National Professor, the highest 

honour in India for scholars.  

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

India-China 

India-China: between pre-1962 and now (Page 7, Jan 2)) 

Free Foodgrain Scheme  

How will the free foodgrain scheme work? (Page 12, Jan 1) 

 

 

 

 


