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ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 

Daily Current Affairs Question Practice 

Q. “The Abraham Accords” was recently in the news, are formal declarations of 

diplomatic and economic normalization signed by the leaders of 

(a) Iran, Israel, Saudi Arabia and UAE  

(b) India, Israel, Qatar and United States 

(c) Bahrain, Israel, the UAE and the United States 

(d) India, Iran, Oman and Qatar 

NOTE:  

▪ Answer and the explanation will be provided in the next day's news analysis. 

▪ Please follow our ‘ACS’ Telegram channel to get the daily news analysis (IAS-Academy of 

Civil Services) 

 

GS 1: ART AND CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Heatwaves [Geography- Climatology] 

Article: India’s climate imperative (Page 7) 

Context 

In the absence of COVID-19, climate change-induced disasters would have been India’s biggest red 

alert in recent years. The heatwave that scorched Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, and New Delhi 

this year; torrential downpours in south India in 2021; and the super cyclone Amphan that battered 

West Bengal and Odisha in 2020 are symbols of man-made climate change. 

About Heatwaves 

• Heat wave is a condition of air temperature which becomes fatal to human body when exposed.  

• Quantitatively, it is defined based on the temperature thresholds over a region in terms of actual 

temperature or its departure from normal.  

• A region is considered to be under the grip of a heatwave if the maximum temperature reaches at 

least 40 degrees Celsius or more in the plains and at least 30 degrees or more in the hilly 

regions.  

• When the maximum temperature is 4.5 to 6 degrees above average, the IMD declares a 

heatwave. 

• A severe heatwave is declared when the recorded maximum temperature is over 6.4 degrees from 

normal. 

• Heat Wave: When actual maximum temperature ≥ 450C  

• Severe Heat Wave: When actual maximum temperature ≥470C 

• If above criteria met at least in 2 stations in a Meteorological sub-division for at least two 

consecutive days and it declared on the second day.  

• For coastal regions when maximum temperature departure is 4.50C or more from normal, Heat 

Wave may be described provided actual maximum temperature is 370C or more.  

• In India heat wave is occurring mainly during March to June and in some rare cases even in July.  

• The peak month of the heat wave over India is May.  

• Heat wave generally occurs over plains of northwest India, Central, East & north Peninsular India 

during March to June.  

19th July, 2022  
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• It covers Punjab, Haryana, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha, Madhya 

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat, parts of Maharashtra & Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Telengana. 

Sometimes it occurs over Tamilnadu & Kerala also.  

• However, maximum temperatures more than 45°C observed mainly over Rajasthan and Vidarbha 

region in month of May.  

Favourable conditions for Heat wave  

• Transportation / Prevalence of hot dry air over a region (There should be a region of warm dry 

air and appropriate flow pattern for transporting hot air over the region)  

• Absence of moisture in the upper atmosphere (As the presence of moisture restricts the 

temperature rise).  

• The sky should be practically cloudless (To allow maximum insulation over the region).  

• Large amplitude anti-cyclonic flow over the area.  

• Heat waves generally develop over Northwest India and spread gradually eastwards & southwards 

but not westwards (since the prevailing winds during the season are westerly to northwesterly). 

But on some occasions, heat wave may also develop over any region in situ under the favorable 

conditions.  

• India Meteorological Department issues colour code impact based heat warning jointly with 

National Disaster Management Authority.  

Heat index 

The heat index is the combination of air temperature and relative humidity, it measure of how hot it 

really feels when relative humidity is factored in with the actual air temperature (Green, Yellow, 

Orange & Red alerts) 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. Parliament -Sessions & Adjournment [Polity- Parliament] 

Article: Parliament adjourned on first day amid protests (Page 1) 

Context 

Both the Houses of Parliament witnessed adjournment on first day of the Monsoon Session as 

Opposition protested against price rise, Agnipath scheme and imposition of Goods and Services Tax 

on items such as packaged milk and rice. 

About Session of Parliament 

• The Houses are in session thrice a year: Budget Session (February to May); Monsoon Session (July 

to September); and Winter Session (November to December). 

• During a session of Parliament, usually, there are two sittings: morning sitting from 11 am to 1 pm 

and post-lunch sitting from 2 pm to 6 pm.  

• Technically, a session of the Parliament means the period between the first sitting of a House and 

its prorogation or dissolution.  

• The period between the prorogation of a House and its reassembly in a new session is called a 

recess. 

• The sitting of the Parliament in both the Houses can be terminated only by adjournment, 

adjournment sine die, prorogation and dissolution (not applicable for Rajya Sabha). 

About Adjournment sine die 

• Adjournment sine die means terminating a sitting of Parliament for an indefinite period, that is, 

when the House is adjourned without naming a day for reassembly, it is called adjournment sine 

die.  
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• The power of adjournment sine die lies with the presiding officer of the House. 

• However, the presiding officer of a House can call a sitting of the House before the date or time to 

which it has been adjourned or at any time after the House has been adjourned sine die. 

About Adjournment 

• An adjournment results in the suspension of work in a sitting for a specified time, which may be 

hours, days or weeks.  

• In this case, the time of reassembly is specified as an adjournment only terminates a sitting and 

not a session of the House.  

• The power of adjournment lies with the presiding officer of the House. 

About Prorogation 

• The term prorogation means the termination of a session of the House by an order made by the 

President under Article 85(2)(a) of the Constitution.  

• The prorogation terminates both the sitting and session of the House and is usually done within 

a few days after the House is adjourned sine die by the presiding officer.  

• The President issues a notification for the prorogation of the session.  

• However, the president can also prorogue the House while in session. 

•  All pending notices except those for introducing bills lapse. 

About Dissolution 

• Whenever a dissolution happens, it ends the very life of the existing House and a new House is 

constituted after the General Elections. 

• However, only the Lok Sabha is subject to dissolution as the Rajya Sabha, being a permanent 

House, is not subject to dissolution.  

• The dissolution of the Lok Sabha may take place in two ways: 

1. Automatic dissolution: On the expiry of its tenure: five years or the terms as extended during 

a national emergency. 

2. Order of President: If the President is authorised by the Council of Ministers, he or she can 

dissolve Lok Sabha, even before the end of the term. The president may also dissolve Lok Sabha 

if the Council of Ministers loses confidence and no party is able to form the government. Once 

the Lok Sabha is dissolved before the completion of its normal tenure, the dissolution 

is irrevocable. 

• When the Lok Sabha is dissolved, all business including bills, motions, resolutions, notices and 

petitions that are pending before it or its committees lapse. 

About Summoning 

• Summoning is the process of calling all members of the Parliament to meet.  

• It is the duty of the President of India to summon each House of Parliament from time to time.  

• The maximum gap between two sessions of Parliament cannot be more than six months.  

• The Parliament should meet at least twice a year. 

3. Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) [IR- Important Groupings] 

Article: The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation and its stature in the modern world (Page 8, Text 

& Context) 

Context 

Iran and Belarus could soon become the newest members of the China and Russia-backed Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO). 
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About Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) 

• Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) is a Eurasian political, economic and military 

organisation.  

• Founded in June 2001, it was built on the ‘Shanghai Five’, the grouping which consisted of Russia, 

China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.  

• They came together in the post-Soviet era in 1996, in order to work on regional security, reduction 

of border troops and terrorism.  

• They endowed particular focus on ‘conflict resolution’, given its early success between China and 

Russia, and then within the Central Asian Republics.  

• It would also pitch in to help the Central Asian countries resolve some of their boundary disputes.  

• In 2001, the ‘Shanghai Five’ inducted Uzbekistan into its fold and named it the SCO, outlining its 

principles in a charter that promoted what was called the “Shanghai spirit” of cooperation.  

• The charter, adopted in St. Petersburg in 2002, enlists its main goals as strengthening mutual trust 

and neighbourliness among the member states; promoting their effective cooperation in politics, 

trade, economy, research and technology, and culture.  

• Its focus areas include education, energy, transport, tourism and environmental protection.  

• It also calls for joint efforts to maintain and ensure peace, security and stability in the region; and 

the establishment of a democratic, fair and rational new international political and economic order.  

• The precise assertion, combined with some of the member states’ profiles, of building a “new 

international political and economic order” has often led to it being placed as a counter to treaties 

and groupings of the West, particularly North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO). 

The eight permanent members of the SCO are: 

• China 

• Kazakhstan 

• Kyrgyzstan 

• Russia 

• Tajikistan 

• Uzbekistan 

• India 

• Pakistan 

• Four Observer States are; Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran, and Mongolia.  

• Six “Dialogue Partners”; Armenia, Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Turkey. 

Organisational Structure 

• The SCO secretariat has two permanent bodies — the SCO Secretariat based in Beijing and the 

Executive Committee of the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS) based in Tashkent.  

• Other than this, the grouping consists of the Heads of State Council (HSC), the Heads of 

Government Council (HGC) and the Foreign Ministers Council.  

• The HSC is the supreme decision-making body of the organisation.  

• It meets annually to adopt decisions and guidelines on all important matters relevant to the 

organisation.  

• The HGC (mainly including Prime Ministers) also meets annually to zero in on the organisation’s 

priority areas and multilateral cooperation strategy.  
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How is SCO relevant to India?  

• India acquired the observer status in the grouping in 2005 and was admitted as a full member in 

2017.  

• Through the years, the SCO hosts have encouraged members to use the platform to discuss 

differences with other members on the sidelines.  

• It was on such an occasion that Prime Minister Narendra Modi held a bilateral meeting with former 

Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif in 2015 in Ufa, and Foreign Minister S. Jaishankar 

negotiated a five-point agreement with his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi on the sidelines of the 

Moscow conference in 2020.  

• With India being its member, it will allow the country to push effective action in combating 

terrorism and on issues related to security. 

• With the presence of India and China, the world's most populous countries, SCO is now the 

organisation that has the largest population coverage. 

• India is also a part of the ‘Quadrilateral’ grouping with the U.S., Japan and Australia.  

• Its association with the grouping of a rather different nature is part of its foreign policy that 

emphasises on principles of “strategic autonomy and multi-alignment”.  

4. Minority Status in India [Polity- Fundamental Rights] 

Article: Minority status in India is State-dependent, says SC (Page 10) 

Context 

Every person in India can be a minority in one State or the other. Minority status of religious and 

linguistic communities is “State-dependent”, the Supreme Court said on Monday. 

About Protection of Interests of Minorities  

• Article 29 provides that any section of the citizens residing in any part of India having a distinct 

language, script or culture of its own, shall have the right to conserve the same.  

• Further, no citizen shall be denied admission into any educational institution maintained by the 

State or receiving aid out of State funds on grounds only of religion, race, caste, or language.  

• Article 29 grants protection to both religious minorities as well as linguistic minorities.  

Right of Minorities to Establish and Administer Educational Institutions  

• Article 30 grants the following rights to minorities, whether religious or linguistic:  

1. All minorities shall have the right to establish and administer educational institutions of their 

choice.  

2. The compensation amount fixed by the State for the compulsory acquisition of any property of 

a minority educational institution shall not restrict or abrogate the right guaranteed to them. This 

provision was added by the 44th Amendment Act of 1978 to protect the right of minorities in 

this regard. The Act deleted the right to property as a Fundamental Right (Article 31).  

3. In granting aid, the State shall not discriminate against any educational institution managed by 

a minority.  

• Thus, the protection under Article 30 is confined only to minorities (religious or linguistic) and 

does not extend to any section of citizens (as under Article 29).  

• However, the term ‘minority’ has not been defined anywhere in the Constitution.  

• The right under Article 30 also includes the right of a minority to impart education to its children 

in its own language.  

• The right conferred on minorities under Article 30 is only to ensure equality with the majority and 

not intended to place the minorities in a more advantageous position vis-a-vis the majority.  
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• The general laws of the land relating to national interest, national security, social welfare, public 

order, morality, health, sanitation, taxation etc., applicable to all, will equally apply to minority 

institutions also.  

5. National Emergency [Polity- Constitution] 

Article: Ranil declares Emergency ahead of vote (Page 13) 

Context 

Sri Lanka’s Acting President Ranil Wickremesinghe on Monday declared an Emergency, days before 

legislators elect a new President in a scheduled parliamentary vote, amid political tumult and a 

deepening economic crisis.  

About Emergency Provisions  

• The Emergency provisions are contained in Part XVIII of the Constitution, from Articles 352 to 

360. 

• These provisions enable the Central government to meet any abnormal situation effectively.  

• The rationality behind the incorporation of these provisions in the Constitution is to safeguard the 

sovereignty, unity, integrity and security of the country, the democratic political system, and the 

Constitution.  

• During an Emergency, the Central government becomes all powerful and the states go into the 

total control of the Centre.  

• This transformation of the political system from federal during normal times to unitary during 

Emergency is a unique feature of the Indian Constitution.  

NATIONAL EMERGENCY  

Grounds of Declaration  

• Under Article 352, the President can declare a national emergency when the security of India or a 

part of it is threatened by war or external aggression or armed rebellion.  

o The president can declare a national emergency even before the actual occurrence of war or 

external aggression or armed rebellion, if he is satisfied that there is an imminent danger.  

o When a national emergency is declared on the ground of ‘war’ or ‘external aggression’, it is 

known as ‘External Emergency’.  

o When it is declared on the ground of ‘armed rebellion’, it is known as ‘Internal Emergency’. 

• A proclamation of national emergency may be applicable to the entire country or only a part of it.  

• The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 enabled the president to limit the operation of a National 

Emergency to a specified part of India.  

• Originally, the Constitution mentioned ‘internal disturbance’ as the third ground for the 

proclamation of a National Emergency, but the 44th Amendment Act of 1978 substituted the 

words ‘armed rebellion’ for ‘internal disturbance’.  

o Thus, it is no longer possible to declare a National Emergency on the ground of ‘internal 

disturbance’. 

• The President can proclaim a national emergency only after receiving a written recommendation 

from the cabinet .  

o This means that the emergency can be declared only on the concurrence of the cabinet and not 

merely on the advice of the prime minister.   

o The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 introduced this safeguard to eliminate any possibility of the 

prime minister alone taking a decision in this regard.  
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• The 38th Amendment Act of 1975 made the declaration of a National Emergency immune from 

the judicial review. But, this provision was subsequently deleted by the 44th Amendment Act of 

1978.  

Parliamentary Approval and Duration  

• The proclamation of Emergency must be approved by both the Houses of Parliament within 

one month from the date of its issue.  

o However, if the proclamation of emergency is issued at a time when the Lok Sabha has been 

dissolved or the dissolution of the Lok Sabha takes place during the period of one month without 

approving the proclamation, then the proclamation survives until 30 days from the first sitting 

of the Lok Sabha after its reconstitution, provided the Rajya Sabha has in the meantime 

approved it.  

• If approved by both the Houses of Parliament, the emergency continues for six months, and can 

be extended to an indefinite period with an approval of the Parliament for every six months.  

o This provision for periodical parliamentary approval was also added by the 44th Amendment 

Act of 1978.  

• Every resolution approving the proclamation of emergency or its continuance must be passed by 

either House of Parliament by a special majority. 

1. a majority of the total membership of that house and 

2. a majority of not less than two-thirds of the members of that house present and voting 

(introduced by the 44th Amendment Act of 1978).  

Revocation of Proclamation  

• A proclamation of emergency may be revoked by the President at any time by a subsequent 

proclamation.  

• Such a proclamation does not require the parliamentary approval.  

• Further, the President must revoke a proclamation if the Lok Sabha passes a resolution 

disapproving its continuation.  

• A resolution of disapproval is different from a resolution approving the continuation of a 

proclamation in the following two respects:  

1. The first one is required to be passed by the Lok Sabha only, while the second one needs to be 

passed by the both Houses of Parliament.  

2. The first one is to be adopted by a simple majority only, while the second one needs to be 

adopted by a special majority.  

Effects of National Emergency  

Effect on the Centre-State Relations  

• Executive :The executive power of the Centre extends to directing any state regarding the manner 

in which its executive power is to be exercised.  

o Thus during a national emergency, the Centre becomes entitled to give executive directions to 

a state on ‘any’ matter.  

• Legislative : During a national emergency, the Parliament becomes empowered to make laws on 

any subject mentioned in the State List.  

o Although the legislative power of a state legislature is not suspended, it becomes subject to the 

overriding power of the Parliament.   

o The laws made by Parliament on the state subjects during a National Emergency become 

inoperative six months after the emergency has ceased to operate.  
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o While a proclamation of national emergency is in operation, the President can issue ordinances 

on the state subjects also, if the Parliament is not in session.  

• The 42nd Amendment Act of 1976 provided that the two consequences mentioned above 

(executive and legislative) extends not only to a state where the Emergency is in operation but also 

to any other state.  

• Financial : While a proclamation of national emergency is in operation, the President can modify 

the constitutional distribution of revenues between the centre and the states.   

o Such modification continues till the end of the financial year in which the Emergency ceases to 

operate.  

Effect on the Life of the Lok Sabha and State Assembly  

• While a proclamation of National Emergency is in operation, the life of the Lok Sabha may be 

extended beyond its normal term (five years) by a law of Parliament for one year at a time (for any 

length of time).   

• This extension cannot continue beyond a period of six months after the emergency has ceased to 

operate.  

• Similarly, the Parliament may extend the normal tenure of a state legislative assembly (five years) 

by one year each time (for any length of time) during a national emergency, subject to a maximum 

period of six months after the Emergency has ceased to operate.  

Effect on the Fundamental Rights  

• Suspension of Fundamental Rights under Article 19  

o According to Article 358, when a proclamation of national emergency is made, the six 

Fundamental Rights under Article 19 are automatically suspended.  

o No separate order for their suspension is required.  

o When the National Emergency ceases to operate, Article 19 automatically revives and comes 

into force.  

o Any law made during Emergency, to the extent of inconsistency with Article 19, ceases to have 

effect.  

o The legislative and executive actions taken during the emergency cannot be challenged even 

after the Emergency ceases to operate.  

• The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 restricted the scope of Article 358 in two ways: 

1. The six Fundamental Rights under Article 19 can be suspended only when the National 

Emergency is declared on the ground of war or external aggression and not on the ground of 

armed rebellion.   

2. Only those laws which are related with the Emergency are protected from being challenged and 

not other laws.   

• Suspension of other Fundamental Rights  

o Article 359 authorises the president to suspend the right to move any court for the enforcement 

of Fundamental Rights during a National Emergency.  

o This means that under Article 359, the Fundamental Rights as such are not suspended, but only 

their enforcement.   

• The 44th Amendment Act of 1978 restricted the scope of Article 359 in two ways: 

o The President cannot suspend the right to move the Court for the enforcement of fundamental 

rights guaranteed by Articles 20 to 21.  

o ie, the right to protection in respect of conviction for offences (Article 20) and the right to 

life and personal liberty (Article 21) remain enforceable even during emergency.  
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o Only those laws which are related with the emergency are protected from being challenged and 

not other laws and the executive action taken only under such a law, is protected.  

• This type of Emergency has been proclaimed three times so far– in 1962, 1971 and 1975.  

• The first proclamation of National Emergency was issued in October 1962 on account of Chinese 

aggression in the NEFA (North-East Frontier Agency–now Arunachal Pradesh), and was in force 

till January 1968.  

• The second proclamation of national emergency was made in December 1971 in the wake of 

attack by Pakistan.  

• Even when this Emergency was in operation, a third proclamation of National Emergency was 

made in June 1975.  

Refer to Presidents Rule. 

6. Right to Information Act (RTI) [Governance- Transparency & Accountability] 

Article: Infant deaths (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

22,751 The number of children below the age of six months to have died in Maharashtra between 

January 2021 and May-end this year, the State's Family Welfare Department has said in reply to a 

Right to Information (RTI) query. 

About Right to Information Act (RTI) 

• Expanded as Right To Information Act, RTI means that any Indian citizen can request any 

information (which is supposed to be public knowledge) from the offices and departments of the 

state or central governments.  

• The act mandates that the said offices and departments must process such requests in a timely 

manner.  

• The Government of India has implemented the RTI in order to see that the Indian citizens are 

enabled to exercise their rights to ask some pertinent questions to the Government and different 

public utility service providers in a practical way.  

• RTI Act replaced the Freedom of Information Act 2002.  

• The objective of this act was to help the citizens avail of quicker services from the government 

agencies since the act enables them to ask questions like why a particular application or an official 

proceeding gets delayed.  

• Mainly the act aims at achieving a corruption-free India.  

• The RTI Act mandates that any Indian citizen is free to seek any information from any public or 

government authority and the authority is under liability to respond to such a request within a 

period of 30 days from the date of receiving such an application.  

• However, the information sought must not be related to defense, national security, or personal 

details. 

• Before the advent of the RTI act, the disclosure of information in India was restricted by the 

Official Secrets Act and some other special laws.  

• The RTI Act relaxed many such laws in the country.  

• The RTI act has also made it mandatory for computerizing the records for the purpose of wide 

spread relay so that any information sought by the public can be processed quickly aided by the 

information categorization.  
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What Information can be sought under the RTI Act? 

• Any Indian citizen is free to seek answers from a Government Authority like applying for a delayed 

IT refund, driving license or passport, or details of a repair or 

infrastructure project completed or going on.  

• Information sought can also be related to the funds allotted under the 

different kinds of relief funds in the country.  

• The act enables students to get copies of answer sheets from the 

universities under this act.  

The background of RTI Act 

• In 1987, a few laborers In Rajasthan were refused their wages on charges of inconsistent 

performance. Mazdoor Kissan Shakti Sanghatan (MKSS), an activist group fought for these 

workers and demanded that the government produced the necessary proof to verify the worker’s 

performance records.  

• After a series of protests, the MKSS got the copies of rolls, which also brought to surface the 

corruption existed among the officials.  

• Provoked by such discrepancies, the MKSS protested for the RTI.  

• This protest turned into a national event leading to the passing of the Freedom of Information Act 

2002 which became the RTI Act 2005.  

• A Pune police station received the first RTI application in the year 2005.  

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

7.  International Monetary Fund (IMF) [Economy- Important Organizations] 

Article: The Pakistan and IMF talks: What lies ahead? (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

On July 14, the staff-level talks between Pakistan and the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

concluded for the seventh and eighth review under Extended Fund Facility (EFF). 

About International Monetary Fund (IMF) 

• IMF lends money to member countries to help them through economic crises or to prevent crises 

occurring.  

• The IMF only lends to governments, not the private sector or civil society, and all IMF financing 

is fungible – meaning the loan itself is not tied to any specific project or expenditure – unlike loans 

by development banks which are often used to support specific projects. 

• The IMF offers a number of different types of loans (called instruments or programmes) to 

governments, depending on their circumstances and income classification.  

• All IMF member countries are eligible to borrow from the IMF’s General Resources Account 

(GRA) at market-based interest rates, while only low-income countries are eligible to borrow at 

concessional rates (currently at 0 per cent interest rates through June 2021) through the Poverty 

Reduction and Growth Trust (PRGT).  

• How much a country can borrow under each instrument depends on their IMF quota share, which 

is determined by a formula that considers the size of their economic output and other factors. 
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Extended Fund Facility (EFF) 

• When a country faces serious medium-term balance of payments problems because of structural 

weaknesses that require time to address, the IMF can assist through an Extended Fund Facility 

(EFF).  

• Compared to assistance provided under the Stand-by Arrangement, assistance under an extended 

arrangement features longer program engagement—to help countries implement medium-term 

structural reforms—and a longer repayment period. 

• The EFF was established to provide assistance to countries experiencing serious payment 

imbalances because of structural impediments or slow growth and an inherently weak balance-of-

payments position.  

• An EFF provides support for comprehensive programs including the policies needed to correct 

structural imbalances over an extended period. 

• When a country borrows from the IMF, it commits to undertake policies to overcome economic 

and structural problems.  

• Under an EFF, these commitments, including specific conditions, are expected to have a strong 

focus on structural reforms to address institutional or economic weaknesses, in addition to policies 

to maintain macroeconomic stability. 

• As with other IMF lending, the size of borrowing under an EFF is guided by a country’s financing 

needs, capacity to repay, and track record with past use of IMF resources. 

8. Minimum Support Price (MSP) [Agriculture] 

Article: Panel on MSP, natural farming set up (Page 12) 

Context 

The Centre has finally constituted a committee headed by former Union Agriculture Secretary Sanjay 

Agrawal here on Monday to look into the issue of minimum support price (MSP) for agricultural 

produce, as promised to the Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) earlier in January.  

About Minimum Support Price (MSP) 

• Minimum Support Price (MSP) is a form of market intervention by the Government of India to 

insure agricultural producers against any sharp fall in farm prices.  

• The minimum support prices are announced by the Government of India at the beginning of the 

sowing season for certain crops on the basis of the recommendations of the Commission for 

Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP). 

• MSP is price fixed by Government of India to protect the producer - farmers - against excessive 

fall in price during bumper production years.  

• The minimum support prices are a guarantee price for their produce from the Government.  

• The major objectives are to support the farmers from distress sales and to procure food grains for 

public distribution.  

• In case the market price for the commodity falls below the announced minimum price due to 

bumper production and glut in the market, government agencies purchase the entire quantity 

offered by the farmers at the announced minimum price. 

• Government announces minimum support prices (MSPs) for 22 mandated crops and fair and 

remunerative price (FRP) for sugarcane.  

• The mandated crops are 14 crops of the kharif season, 6 rabi crops and two other commercial crops.  

• In addition, the MSPs of toria and de-husked coconut are fixed on the basis of the MSPs of 

rapeseed/mustard and copra, respectively. 
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• MSP can be given through the Deficiency Pricing Payment (DPP) method. 

• Under DPP, the difference between the open market price and MSP is given to farmers. 

 
9. National Stock Exchange (NSE) [Economy- Capital Market] 

Article: CBI questions journalist in NSE scam case (Page 10) 

Context 

The Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) has recorded the statement of senior journalist Sucheta 

Dalal in connection with the National Stock Exchange (NSE) co-location scam.  

About National Stock Exchange (NSE) 

• The National Stock Exchange of India Limited (NSE) is India's largest financial market and the 

fourth largest market by trading volume. 

• The National Stock Exchange of India Limited was the first exchange in India to provide modern, 

fully automated electronic trading. 

• The NSE is the largest private wide-area network in India. 

• The NSE has been a pioneer in Indian financial markets, being the first electronic limit order book 

to trade derivatives and ETFs. 

10. Scrub Typhus [Diseases] 

Article: Alert issued against scrub typhus in Kerala (Page 5) 

Context 

The Thiruvananthapuram district medical administration has sounded an alert against scrub typhus 

following the death of an 11-year-old boy.  

About Scrub Typhus 

• Scrub typhus, also known as bush typhus, is a disease caused by a bacteria called Orientia 

tsutsugamushi.  

• The specific bacteria  belongs to a group called Rickettsia.  

• The disease spreads through the bites of minute insects like fleas, mites, lice, etc.  

• In the case of scrub typhus, the infection transmits through small larval mites (chiggers). 

• Most cases of scrub typhus occur in rural areas of Southeast Asia, Indonesia, China, Japan, India, 

and northern Australia. 

• There is no vaccine available for the prevention of scrub typhus.  
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PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

11. Demchok and Depsang [Place in News] 

Article: Stalemate in India-China talk continues (Page 10) 

Context 

The stalemate in the talks between India and China to end the stand-off in eastern Ladakh continues 

with no breakthrough in the 16th round of Corps Commander talks held on Sunday. The disputed area, 

a feast for tanks because of its plain terrain, has seen two major standoffs between Indian and Chinese 

forces in 2013 and 2015. This is aside from the dozens of annual clashes that both sides engage in 

when soldiers come face-to-face while patrolling.  

About Demchok and Depsang 

• The Depsang Plains come under India’s Sub Sector North (SSN) and as elsewhere, the LAC here 

is disputed.  

• The SSN is sandwiched between the Siachen Glacier on one side and Chinese-controlled Aksai 

Chin on the other. 

• The importance of the Depsang Plains lies in its geographical 

location.  

• The strategic and military threat to the plains is the greatest along the 

eastern Ladakh, which is also part of the SSN. 

• To the north of Depsang is the over 18,000 feet Karakoram Pass.  

• To its right is the Chinese-annexed Aksai Chin, across which runs 

the G219 highway that connects Tibet and Xinjiang provinces.  

• The Lingzi Thang mountain range divides the Depsang Plains from 

Aksai Chin. 

• China has, since 1962, a hold on the mountain spurs on the eastern edge of Depsang. 

• The western edge of Depsang abuts the southeast part of the Rimo glacier, which is an extension 

of the Siachen glacier. 

• The official history of the 1962 war recognises the Chip Chap river valley, which opens into the 

Depsang Plains, as one offensive route from Aksai Chin into Ladakh. 

ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 

18th July, 2022 - Daily Current Affairs Question Practice –  

Answer & Explanation 

Q. “Namsai Declaration” recently in the news, related to 

(a) Border Agreement between India and China 

(b) Border Agreement between Assam and Arunachal Pradesh 

(c) Climate Action Agreement between India and Japan 

(d) Water Dispute between India and Bangladesh 

Answer: Option (b) Border Agreement between Assam and Arunachal Pradesh 

Explanation: 

About the “Namsai Declaration” 

✓ “Namsai Declaration” is a border agreement between Assam and Arunachal Pradesh to reduce 

the number of disputed villages from 123 to 86. 

✓ The 800-km-long inter-state border has been the site of many conflicts over the years. 

✓ As per the declaration, both the states will now constitute 12 regional committees, each for the 

12 districts where there is a dispute.  
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✓ These committees will jointly verify the concerned villages and thereafter make 

recommendations to the respective state governments “keeping in view the historical 

perspective, administrative convenience, contiguity and people’s will”. 

✓ Out of the 37 villages, it has been agreed that while 34 villages fell within the border of 

Arunachal Pradesh, the rest three lay in Assam. 

 

 

 

 

Topics Repeated from Previous Current Affairs 

No Important Topics in News Syllabus  Current Affair 

Date  

1 Presidential Election in India- p1  18 July 2022 

2 Monkeypox- p1  8 July 2022 

3 NEET- UG- p8  18 July 2022 

4 DGCA- p10  23 June 2022 

 

 

 

 


