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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Kangaroo Court [Polity: Village Councils] 

Article: Kangaroo court puts price on union of love (Front Page) 

About Kangaroo Court 

◼ A kangaroo court is a court that ignores recognized standards of law or 

justice and often carries little or no official standing in the territory within 

which it resides 

◼ A kangaroo court may ignore due process and come to a predetermined 

conclusion. 

◼ The Hon’ble Supreme Court has time and again delivered judgments 

against such village councils, asking them to be stamped out from the 

country. 

◼ In addition to constituting a crime, any political justification of the acts 

of these village councils cannot stand the test of law as their actions are violative of Article 21 of 

the constitution, which guarantees the fundamental right of life and liberty to everyone in the 

country. 

2. Global South [International Political Systems] 

Article: Govt says India to be ‘voice of Global South’: What the term means (The Indian Express, 

Dec 7) 

Context: 

As India assumed the presidency of the G20 group of countries for 2022 to 2023, Indian External 

Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said on December 1 that the country would be the “voice of the Global 

South, that is otherwise under-represented in such forums”. 

Categorising Countries 

◼ ‘Global North’ refers loosely to countries like the US, Canada, Europe, Russia, Australia and New 

Zealand, while ‘Global South’ includes countries in Asia, Africa and South America.  

◼ Another similar categorisation is of First World, Second World and Third World countries, 

referring to countries associated with the Cold war-era alliances of the US, the USSR, and non-

aligned countries, respectively. 

◼ At the centre of these concepts is the World Systems approach introduced by sociologist 

Immanuel Wallerstein in 1974, emphasising an interconnected perspective of looking at world 

politics. 

◼ He said there are three major zones of production: core, peripheral and semi-peripheral.  

◼ The core zones reap profits, being the owners of cutting-edge technologies – countries like the 

US or Japan.  

◼ Peripheral zones, on the other hand, engage in less sophisticated production that is more labour-

intensive.  

◼ In the middle are countries like India and Brazil. 

The need for the ‘Global North’ and the ‘Global South’ 

◼ In the post-Cold War world, the First World/Third World classification was no longer feasible, 

because when the Communist USSR disintegrated in 1991, most countries had no choice but to 

ally at some level with the capitalist US – the only remaining global superpower. 

◼ Also, the idea that some countries were ‘developed’ while others were not was thought to be too 

wide a classification, inadequate for accurately discussing concerns. 



 

◼ What sets the terms Global North and South apart are that first, they are arguably more accurate 

in grouping like countries together, measuring similarly in terms of wealth, indicators of education 

and healthcare, etc.  

◼ Another commonality between the South countries is that most have a history of colonisation, 

largely at the hands of European powers. 

◼ Secondly, this classification trains more focus on the Global South.  

◼ When leaders such as Jaishankar mention it, they are also pointing to the region’s historical 

exclusion from prominent international organisations – such as from the permanent membership 

of the United Nations.  

◼ As bodies like the UN and the IMF are involved in major decision-making that affect the world 

in terms of politics, economy and society, the exclusion is seen by these countries as contributing 

to their slower growth. 

◼ As a result, the idea that the South can together advocate for common causes has come up. 

◼ In the rise of Asia, the continued neglect of Africa has been questioned as well.  

◼ China is increasingly making inroads here through the Belt and Road Initiative for developing 

infrastructure.  

◼ But whether that results in a win-win situation for both parties or focuses on profit for only China 

remains to be seen. 

3. India-Central Asia meeting of NSAs [IR: Groupings & Agreements involving India] 

Article: Curbing terror financing in Afghanistan holds the key to regional security: NSA (Front 

Page) 

Context: 

Curbing terrorism and terrorist financing in Afghanistan, and the use of trade and connectivity routes 

via Iran are key to regional security, said India as National Security Adviser (NSA) Ajit Doval chaired 

the first India-Central Asia meeting of NSAs and Secretaries of Security Councils in Delhi on 

Tuesday. 

About India-Central Asia meeting of NSAs  

◼ The National Security Advisor (NSA) of India hosted a special meeting with his counterparts 

from Central Asian countries -Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and 

Uzbekistan. 

◼ This is the first time India is hosting a conclave of top security officials from Central Asian 

countries including Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan focussing on the evolving 

security situation in Afghanistan and ways to deal with the threat of terrorism emanating from 

that country. 

◼ The meeting coincides with the 30th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic 

ties between India and the Central Asian countries. 

◼ Speaking at the first India-Central Asia meeting of the National Security Advisers, in New Delhi, 

Mr Doval said, peaceful, secure and prosperous Central Asia is in our common interest. 

◼ He added that countering terror financing should be everyone’s equal priority and urged all UN 

members to refrain from providing support to entities involved in terrorist acts. 

◼ During the summit, the leaders agreed to institutionalise the Summit mechanism by deciding to 

hold it biannually. 

◼ An India-Central Asia Secretariat in New Delhi would be set up to support the new 

mechanism. 

Revise about National Security Adviser (NSA). 



 

4. G4 Grouping [IR: Important Groupings] 

Article: Intense engagement (Page 6, Editorial) 

About G4 Group 

◼ The G4 is a grouping of Brazil, Germany, India and Japan which are aspiring to become 

permanent members of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC). 

◼ The G4 countries are supporting each other’s bids for permanent membership of the UNSC. 

◼ All the four countries have been figured among the elected non-permanent members of the council 

since the UN’s establishment. 

◼ The G4 nations traditionally meet on the sidelines of the annual high-level UN General Assembly 

session. 

At present, the UNSC comprises five permanent members and 10 non-permanent member countries 

which are elected for a two-year term by the General Assembly of the United Nations. The five 

permanent members are Russia, the UK, China, France and the United States and these 

countries can veto any substantive resolution. 

 

5. Yuan Wang 5- Chinese Research Vessel [IR: Indian Ocean Region] 

Article: Yuan Wang 5, surveillance vessel of China, re-enters Indian Ocean (Page 10) 

Context:  

The Chinese research and survey vessel Yuan Wang 5 has re-entered the Indian Ocean in what 

coincides with a planned Indian long-range missile test on December 15 or 16. 

About Yuan Wang 5 

◼ Yuan Wang 5 is a dual-use spy vessel, employed for space and satellite tracking and with specific 

usage in intercontinental ballistic missile launches.  

◼ This vessel is in control of the People's Liberation Army (PLA) 

under its Strategic Support Force unit. 

◼ Yuan Wang 5 is a dual-use spy vessel, employed for space and 

satellite tracking and with specific usage in intercontinental 

ballistic missile launches. This vessel is in control of the People's 

Liberation Army (PLA) under its Strategic Support Force unit. 

◼ It is a highly sophisticated missile range instrumentation ship with top-of-the-line antennas and 

electronic equipment to support the launching and tracking of missiles and rockets. 

◼ They are used by the navies of China, France, India, Russia, and the United States, mainly for 

military purposes. 

6. Asia and the Pacific Regional Meeting (APRM) [IR: Important Groupings] 

Article: New labour codes give a free hand to employers: unions (Page 12) 

Context:  

International workers’ groups criticised the Centre’s labour policies, including the four new labour 

codes, at the 17th Asia and the Pacific Regional Meeting (APRM) of the International Labour 

Organization (ILO), which began here on Tuesday. 

About Asia and the Pacific Regional Meeting (APRM) 

◼ The APRM brings together government ministers, representatives of workers' and employers' 

organizations, and academics from Asia, the Pacific and the Gulf and Arab states.  

◼ It is organized by International Labour Organization (ILO). 



 

◼ Running from 6-9 December, the APRM is discussing issues affecting employment and the world 

of work in Asia, the Pacific and Arab States.  

◼ The conclusions will help shape the direction of national labour and employment policies as well 

as the ILO‘s work in both regions going forward. 

◼ Limited progress on gender equality, the lack of social protection coverage for large parts of the 

population, stagnant labour productivity, high youth unemployment rates and persistently high 

levels of informality were all identified as major issues facing both regions. 

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

7. World Bank- India Development Report [Economy: Growth & Development] 

Article: World Bank raises India’s growth projection to 6.9% (Front Page) 

Context: 

The World Bank on Tuesday lifted its growth forecast for India’s economy this year to 6.9%, after 

having downgraded it to 6.5% in October, citing resilience in economic activity despite a 

deteriorating external environment. 

About World Bank- India Development Report 

◼ THE WORLD Bank raised its gross domestic product (GDP) growth forecast for India during the 

current financial year (FY23) to 6.9 per cent from 6.5 per cent, citing the economy’s relative 

resilience to external headwinds, and “a strong out-turn” in the second quarter of the current 

financial year. 

◼ This revision in its FY23 GDP forecast comes two months after the Bank had cut India’s FY23 

GDP forecast to 6.5 per cent from 7.5 per cent in an October update, which came in the wake of 

a series of growth downgrades by rating agencies, investment banks and other multilateral 

institutions. 

◼ The report forecasts that the economy will grow at a slightly lower rate of 6.6 per cent in fiscal 

FY24 from the earlier projected 7 per cent. 

◼ A challenging external environment will affect India’s economic outlook through different 

channels, the update said.  

◼ It noted that rapid monetary policy tightening in advanced economies has already resulted in large 

portfolio outflows and depreciation of the Indian Rupee, while high global commodity prices have 

led to a widening of the current account deficit. 

◼ It argued that India’s economy is “relatively insulated from global spillovers compared to other 

emerging markets”, partly because the country has a large domestic market and is relatively less 

exposed to international trade flows. 

◼ It has added that private investment growth in India was likely to be dampened by heightened 

uncertainties and higher financing costs. 



 

 
 

8. World Economic Forum (WEF) [Economy: Important Institutions] 

Article: Scenarios for the future of India, and the world  (Page 6, Editorial) 

Context: 

The WEF/CII report, ‘India and the World: Scenarios to 2025’ (published in 2005) projected three 

scenarios of India’s future depending on the country’s economic policies. India was in an “India 

Shining” mood at that time: it was celebrated as “the world’s fastest growing free market 

democracy” to tempt western investors away from autocratic China’s even faster growing economy. 

About World Economic Forum (WEF) 

◼ The World Economic Forum (WEF) is a Geneva-based international organization that works 

towards global cooperation on the major economic and social issues of the day. 

◼ It is best known for its annual meeting in Davos, Switzerland, which brings together business and 

political leaders and thinkers for discussion of global issues and solutions. 

◼ The environment and related issues such as biodiversity destruction and human-made disasters 

dominate the WEF's current list of most pressing global concerns. 

◼ The WEF has no independent decision-making power but seeks to influence powerful people to 

make decisions that benefit the global community. 

◼ The organization is funded through its own membership, which includes many prominent 

business and political figures. 

 

 

 



 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) 

• The Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) works to create and sustain an environment 

conducive to the development of India, partnering Industry, Government and civil society, 

through advisory and consultative processes. 

• CII is a non-government, not-for-profit, industry-led and industry-managed organization, with 

around 9000 members from the private as well as public sectors, including SMEs and MNCs, 

and an indirect membership of over 300,000 enterprises from 286 national and regional sectoral 

industry bodies.  

• With 62 offices, including 10 Centres of Excellence, in India, and 8 overseas offices in 

Australia, Egypt, Germany, Indonesia, Singapore, UAE, UK, and USA, as well as institutional 

partnerships with 350 counterpart organizations in 133 countries, CII serves as a reference point 

for Indian industry and the international business community. 

 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

9. Armed Forces Flag Day [Important Days in News] 

Article: The DAILY QUIZ (Page 9) 

About Armed Forces Flag Day 

◼ Armed Forces Flag Day or Flag Day of India has been celebrated since 1949 and is dedicated 

towards commemorating the valour of servicemen as well as collecting welfare funds from the 

citizens of India to assist the rehabilitation of ex-servicemen in need 

as well as aid the widows and dependents of martyrs. 

◼ After India attained independence, the government felt the need to 

constitute a welfare fund to take care of the defence personnel.  

◼ Hence, a committee was set up on August 28, 1949 that decided a 

Flag Day shall be celebrated annually on December 7.  

◼ The reason it was called a flag day was because small flags were distributed across the country 

among the general population which served two purposes – collection of welfare funds and 

creating a sense of camaraderie and harmony between the Army and citizens.  

◼ Over the years, the observance of the day became a tradition. 

◼ The day also reminds the citizens to care for the living heroes who were either wounded in action 

or retired from service at a fairly young age. 

 


