
 
1 

 

HIGHLIGHTS: 
◼ Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) 
◼ Operation Barkhane 
◼ G-20 Summit 



 
2 

 
Daily Current Affairs from “The Hindu (Delhi edition”) 

13th & 14th November 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTENT LIST 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS/INSTITUTIONS 

 Topics Syllabus Page No: 

1 Collegium system  Judiciary 3 

2 Eklavya Model Residential Schools 

(EMRS)  

Govt Policies: Education 4 

3 New Regulations for Awarding PhDs  Governance: Education 4 

4 About ASEAN- India Science & 

Technology Collaboration  

IR: Important Groupings 5 

5 Operation Barkhane  IR: Geophysical Conflicts 5 

6 IUU Fishing & Related Treaties  IR: Important Treaties/ Agreements 6 

7 G-20 Summit  IR: Important Groupings & Agreements 8 

8  Central Ground Water Board  Important Govt Bodies 9 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE &TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY AND 

DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

 Topics Syllabus Page No: 

9 The Commission for Scientific and 

Technical Terminology (CSTT) 

S & T: Important Bodies 9 

10 Climate Finance  Environment & Biodiversity: Climate 

Action 

10 

11 CRISPR (Clustered Regularly 

Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats) 

technology  

Biotechnology 11 

12 Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets  Environmental Pollution & Degradation 12 

ACS CURRENT AFFAIRS BOOSTERS 

1 Important Articles to Read 12 

2 Revision Topics   12 



 
3 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Collegium system [Judiciary] 

Article: Collegium system of appointing judges is perfect: ex-CJI Lalit (14 Nov, Page 10) 

Context:  

The collegium system of appointment of judges to the Supreme Court and High Courts is “perfect”, 

former Chief Justice of India U.U. Lalit said on Sunday. Justice Lalit, who retired on November 8, 

said the process of appointment should not go on indefinitely, adding that this has deprived the 

courts of much-needed talent. 

About Supreme Court Collegium 

◼ The Collegium of Judges is a system created by the Supreme Court to insulate judicial 

appointments from executive interference, recommends appointments to the higher judiciary in 

the country. 

◼ It is now a powerful institution in itself, as it decides on 

appointments of judges of the High Courts and the 

Supreme Court, Chief Justices of the High Courts and 

can transfer judges from one High Court to another. 

◼ The Chief Justice of India and the four senior-most 

judges constitute the collegium. 

◼ The five-member body recommends appointments to the Supreme Court, with judges familiar 

with the parent High Court of judges under consideration for elevation being consultees. 

◼ The CJI and the two senior most judges constitute the collegium that recommends the 

appointments to the High Courts. 

◼ As membership of the collegium is by seniority, there is a change in the composition every time a 

senior judge retires. 

Background 

◼ The Three Judges cases saw the evolution of the collegium system.  

◼ In the First Judges case, the court held that the consultation with the CJI should be “full and 

effective”.  

◼ The Second Judges case introduced the collegium system in 1993.  

◼ It ruled that the CJI would have to consult a collegium of his two senior-most judges in the apex 

court on judicial appointments.  

◼ The court held that such a “collective opinion” of the collegium would have primacy over the 

government.  

◼ It was the Third Judges case in 1998, which was a Presidential reference, that expanded the 

judicial collegium to its present composition of the CJI and four of his senior-most judges. 

Working of the collegium system 

◼ The collegium of the CJI and four senior-most judges of the Supreme Court make 

recommendations for appointments to the apex court and High Courts.  

◼ The collegium can veto the government if the names are sent back by the latter for 

reconsideration.  

◼ The basic tenet behind the collegium system is that the judiciary should have primacy over the 

government in matters of appointments and transfers in order to remain independent.  

◼ However, over time, the collegium system has attracted criticism, even from within the judicial 

institution, for its lack of transparency. It has even been accused of nepotism.  
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◼ The government’s efforts to amend the Constitution and bring a National Judicial 

Appointments Commission was struck down by a Constitution Bench.  

2. Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) [Govt Policies: Education] 

Article: Teacher shortage at Eklavya Schools will be fixed soon: Munda (13 Nov, Page 9) 

Context: 

The administrative overhaul of the National Education Society for Tribal Students (NESTS), which 

is expected to solve the massive teacher shortage faced by Eklavya Model Residential Schools 

(EMRS) for tribal students, will be approved “very soon”, Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda said 

on Saturday. 

About Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) 

◼ EMRS started in the year 1997-98 to impart quality education to ST children in remote areas in 

order to enable them to avail of opportunities in high and professional educational courses and 

get employment in various sectors.  

◼ The schools focus not only on academic education but 

on the all-round development of the students.  

◼ Each school has a capacity of 480 students, catering to 

students from Class VI to XII. Hitherto, grants were 

given for construction of schools and recurring 

expenses to the State Governments under Grants under 

Article 275 (1) of the Constitution. 

◼ In order to give further impetus to EMRS, it has been decided that by the year 2022, every block 

with more than 50% ST population and at least 20,000 tribal persons, will have an EMRS.  

◼ Eklavya schools will be on par with Navodaya Vidyalaya and will have special facilities for 

preserving local art and culture besides providing training in sports and skill development.  

◼ Across the country, as per census 2011 figures, there are 564 such sub-districts out of which there 

is an EMRS in 102 sub-districts.  

◼ Thus, 462 new schools have to be opened by the year 2022. 

3. New Regulations for Awarding PhDs [Governance: Education] 

Article: New regulations for awarding PhDs (14 Nov, Text & Context, Page 8) 

Context:  

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has made sweeping changes in its latest regulations 

governing the award of PhDs. Important changes such as abolishing of MPhils, relaxing course work 

for obtaining PhDs and allowing candidates to register for a PhD after finishing four years of a 

graduation programme, have been seen as steps that could lead to diminishing academic rigour as 

well as impediments to inclusivity in higher education.  

Key changes 

◼ The UGC on November 7, 2022 notified the University Grants Commission (Minimum 

Standards and Procedures for Award of PhD Degree) Regulations, 2022.  

◼ One of the notable changes it made was to the evaluation and assessment criteria for the award of 

the degree, where it has waived the need to mandatorily publish a research paper in a peer-

reviewed journal.  

◼ This is accompanied by completely abolishing MPhil, which has been a gateway for PhD 

programmes, in line with the recommendation in the National Education Policy 2020.  
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◼ The eligibility criteria for admissions too have been revised, and a candidate can register after 

completing a one-year (or two semester) master’s degree programme after a four-year (or 8-

semester) bachelor’s degree programme or a two-year (or four-semester) master’s degree 

programme after a three-year bachelor’s degree programme with at least 55% marks or its 

equivalent grade.  

◼ There are also important changes to course work.  

◼ The UGC now also allows part-time PhDs, a practice that was disallowed under the 2009 and 

2016 regulations.  

4. About ASEAN-India Science & Technology Collaboration [IR: Important Groupings] 

Article: India makes a heavy contribution to the ASEAN-India fund (14 Nov, Text & Context, 

Page 8) 

Context: 

5 In $ million, India’s additional contribution to the ASEAN-India science and technology fund to 

enhance cooperation in sectors of public health, renewable energy and smart agriculture.  

About ASEAN-India Science & Technology Collaboration 

◼ ASEAN-India Science & Technology Collaboration formally started in 1996 with the 

establishment of the ASEAN India S&T working group (AIWGST). 

◼ Initially, the collaborative S&T projects and activities between India and ASEAN were supported 

through ASEAN India Fund (AIF) but in 2008, a dedicated ASEAN India S&T Development 

Fund (AISTDF) with an equivalent amount of USD 1 million was established jointly by the 

Ministry of External Affairs and Department of Science and Technology (DST) to support R&D 

(Research and Development ) projects and associated project development activities. 

◼ The AISTDF was enhanced to an equivalent amount of USD 5 million through an announcement 

by the Prime Minister of India on the sidelines of the ASEAN-India Summit in Malaysia in 

November 2015. 

 

5. Operation Barkhane [IR: Geophysical Conflicts] 

Article: Why has France ended its military operations in Sahel? (14 Nov, Text & Context, Page 8) 

Context: 

On November 9, French President Emmanuel Macron announced the end of the decade-long 

Operation Barkhane in Africa. Mr. Macron said that, “Our military support for African countries will 

continue, but according to new principles that we have defined with them.”  

About Operation Barkhane 

◼ France began its military operations in Sahel in January 2013.  

◼ Titled Operation Serval, it was limited to targeting Islamic extremists linked to al-Qaeda who 

took control of northern Mali.  

◼ However, in 2014, the mission was scaled up, renamed Operation Barkhane and was aimed at 

counter-terrorism.  

◼ The objective was to assist local armed forces to prevent the resurgence of non-state armed 

groups across the Sahel region.  

◼ Around 4,500 French personnel were deployed with the local joint counter-terrorism force.  

 



 
6 

Has France achieved its objectives? 

◼ French operations had two objectives in the Sahel.  

◼ First, to liberate Mali from the insurgency in the north 

and second, to see through counter-terrorism operations 

in West Africa, including the neutralisation of key 

terrorists.  

◼ In its major successes, France regained Mali’s northern 

regions from the extremists in 2014 through Operation 

Serval.  

◼ The 2014 success led to the inception of Operation Barkhane aimed at counter-terrorism in Mali, 

Niger, Burkina Faso, Mauritania and Chad.  

◼ However, Operation Barkhane saw a series of failures.  

◼ First the region, despite the operation, witnessed the growth of new groups affiliated to terrorist 

organisations, including the Islamic State.  

◼ Second, the failure of the operation led to a humanitarian crisis.  

◼ According to the Armed Conflict Location & Event Data Project (ACLED), the violence had 

claimed 5,450 lives across Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger in just the first half of 2022, recording 

a significant increase from the previous years.  

◼ Third, Operation Barkhane’s unfulfilled objective to resolve the region’s insurgencies sparked an 

increase in civilian support to the military and has contributed to the subsequent political 

uncertainties in the Sahel.  

6. IUU Fishing & Related Treaties [IR: Important Treaties/ Agreements] 

Article: Extra-regional fishing fleets present in Indian Ocean: Navy (14 Nov, Page 12) 

Context: 

More than 200 Chinese fishing vessels have been monitored in the Indian Ocean in the first half of 

this year, according to the Indian Navy, even as illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing 

continues to rise beyond India’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). Most of the illegal activities are 

found in the northern Indian Ocean Region (IOR).  

About IUU Fishing 

◼ Illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing refers to activities that defy laws and 

regulations and fishery management measures.  

◼ It is a global issue that is very difficult to monitor and police, and so is one of the biggest 

obstacles to achieving sustainable fisheries. 

◼ IUU fishing equates to approximately 11-19% of reported global fisheries production and leads 

to losses of roughly $10-23.5 billion in value. 

◼ IUU fishing greatly impacts the livelihoods of small-scale coastal fishing communities that 

depend on fisheries for food.  

◼ It is also associated with other crimes including human trafficking and other human rights 

abuses.  

◼ There are two main regulations globally on illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing: 
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About The Cape Town Agreement 

◼ The 2012 Cape Town Agreement is an internationally-binding instrument that sets sets minimum 

requirements on the design, construction, equipment, and inspection of fishing vessels of 24 

meters in length and over or equivalent in gross tons.  

◼ The Agreement includes mandatory international requirements for stability and associated 

seaworthiness, machinery and electrical installations, life-saving appliances, communications 

equipment and fire protection, as well as fishing vessel construction.  

◼ The Agreement is aimed at facilitating better control of fishing vessel 

safety by flag, port and coastal States. 

◼ It is also expected to contribute to the fight against IUU fishing. 

About Agreement on Ports State Measures (PSMA) 

◼ The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization Agreement on Port State Measures to 

Prevent, Deter, and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing is an international 

treaty.  

◼ It seeks to prevent IUU fishing through 

the adoption and implementation of 

effective port state measures as a means 

of ensuring the long-term conservation 

and sustainable use of marine life.  

◼ The goal is for the Agreement to be 

applied widely and effectively by 

countries, in their capacities as port 

states, to foreign-flagged vessels seeking entry to, or already in, a country’s ports. 

◼ PSMA is the first binding international agreement to specifically target illegal, unreported and 

unregulated (IUU) fishing.  

◼ Its objective is to prevent, deter and 

eliminate IUU fishing by preventing 

vessels engaged in IUU fishing from 

using ports and landing their catches.  

◼ In this way, the PSMA reduces the 

incentive of such vessels to continue to 

operate while it also blocks fishery 

products derived from IUU fishing from 

reaching national and international 

markets.  

◼ The effective implementation of the 

PSMA ultimately contributes to the long-term conservation and sustainable use of living marine 

resources and marine ecosystems.  

◼ The provisions of the PSMA apply to fishing vessels seeking entry into a designated port of a 

State which is different to their flag State. 

So far, India is not a signatory of either agreement. 

Refer India’s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and Indian Ocean Region (IOR) 
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Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain Awareness (IPMDA) 

▪ Recognizing the impact of such fishing which can lead to the depletion of fish stocks affecting 

marine ecology, the Quad, comprising India, Australia, Japan and U.S., in May 2022 announced 

a major regional effort within the ambit of the Indo-Pacific Maritime Domain Awareness 

(IPMDA).  

▪ It aims to provide a more accurate maritime picture of “near-real-time” activities in the region.  

▪ IPMDA is expected to catalyze joint efforts of India and other Quad partners towards addressing 

IUU in Indo-Pacific region. 

 

7. G-20 Summit [IR: Important Groupings & Agreements] 

Article: G-20 summit to focus on food, energy security (14 Nov, Front Page) 

Context: 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will leave for Bali on Monday to attend the G-20 summit on 

November 15 and 16. Food and energy security and post-COVID health issues will be at the top of 

the agenda in sessions at the summit in the Indonesian city. 

About G-20 Summit  

◼ The 17th Group of 20 (G20) Heads of State and Government Summit will take place in October 

2022 in Bali, Indonesia.  

◼ Under the Indonesian Presidency, the G20 in 2022 will 

focus on the theme, ‘Recover Together, Recover 

Stronger’. 

◼ The Leaders’ Summit is the climax of the G20 process and 

the intense work carried out over the year through 

Ministerial Meetings, Working Groups, and Engagement 

Groups. 

◼ Recognizing the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on every aspect of society and many 

countries’ lack of capacity to address the crisis, the Indonesian Presidency will focus on three 

main pillars for its G20 2022 Presidency: 

1. global health architecture; 

2. sustainable energy transition; and 

3. digital transformation. 

◼ Through these pillars, Indonesia aims to continue leading on ensuring equitable access to 

COVID-19 vaccines, promoting sustainable and inclusive economic development through 

participation of micro-, small and medium-sized enterprises (MSMEs), and digital economy. 

◼ This G-20 summit is particularly special because India will hold the presidency of the G-20 from 

December 1, 2022 for a one-year period, and the presidency handover will take place during the 

summit in Bali. 

The G20 is made up of 19 countries and the European Union.  

The 19 countries are Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, Germany, France, India, 

Indonesia, Italy, Japan,  the Republic of Korea, Mexico, the Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, 

South Africa, Turkey, the UK, and the US. 
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GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

8.  Central Ground Water Board [Important Govt Bodies] 

Article: Saving the precious (14 Nov, Editorial, Page 6) 

About Central Ground Water Board 

◼ Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA) was constituted under sub-section (3) of Section 3 of 

the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 for the purposes of regulation and control of ground 

water development and management in the country. 

◼ It is a subordinate office of the Ministry of Water Resources, 

Government of India, and the National Apex Agency entrusted 

with the responsibilities of providing scientific inputs for 

management, exploration, monitoring, assessment, augmentation 

and regulation of ground water resources of the country.  

◼ Central Ground Water Board was established in 1970 by renaming 

the Exploratory Tube wells Organization under the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Government of India. 

◼  It is headed by the Chairman and has four main wings, namely: 

1. Sustainable Management & Liaison (SML) 

2. Survey, Assessment & Monitoring (SAM) 

3. Exploratory Drilling & Materials Management (ED&MM) 

4. Water Quality & Training and Tech 

9. The Commission for Scientific and Technical Terminology (CSTT) S & T: Important 

Bodies] 

Article: Finding Indian language equivalents for selfie, drones (14 Nov, Page 12) 

Context: 

The Commission for Scientific and Technical Terminology (CSTT), which has the mandate to 

evolve technical terminology in all Indian languages, will soon launch Shabd Shala, a website which 

will invite suggestions for translation of words that are recent additions to the English language and 

are used widely in the country. People across India can log onto the website and provide suggestions 

for possible translations of these words or their most prevalent usages in their respective languages.  

About The Commission for Scientific and Technical Terminology (CSTT) 

◼ Commission for Scientific and Technical Terminology was established on October 01, 1961 in 

pursuance of a Presidential Order with the objective to evolve technical terminology in all Indian 

Languages.  

◼ The Commission was established under clause (4) of Article 344 of the Constitution of India as a 

follow up of recommendations of a Committee in this regard.  

◼ The main function of the Commission is to evolve standard terminology, propagate its use and 

distribute it widely.  

◼ In the process of evolution of scientific and technical terminology and reference material in Hindi 

and Indian Languages, the Commission shall have collaboration of State Governments, 

Universities, Regional Text-Book Boards and State Granth Academies. 

◼ Presently, CSTT is functioning under Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Education, 

Government of India with its headquarters at New Delhi.  
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10. Climate Finance [Environment & Biodiversity: Climate Action] 

Article: Behind the smokescreen around private climate finance (14 Nov, Editorial, Page 6)  

Context: 

Grant-based and concessional international public climate finance will continue to play a key role in 

addressing the needs and the priorities of developing countries. 

About Climate Finance 

◼ Climate finance refers to local, national or transnational financing—drawn from public, private 

and alternative sources of financing—that seeks to support mitigation and adaptation actions that 

will address climate change.  

◼ The Convention, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris 

Agreement call for financial assistance from Parties with 

more financial resources to those that are less endowed 

and more vulnerable.  

◼ This recognizes that the contribution of countries to 

climate change and their capacity to prevent it and cope 

with its consequences vary enormously.  

◼ Climate finance is needed for mitigation, because large-scale investments are required to 

significantly reduce emissions.  

◼ Climate finance is equally important for adaptation, as significant financial resources are needed 

to adapt to the adverse effects and reduce the impacts of a changing climate. 

◼ In accordance with the principle of “common but differentiated responsibility and respective 

capabilities” set out in the Convention, developed country Parties are to provide financial 

resources to assist developing country Parties in implementing the objectives of the UNFCCC.  

◼ The Paris Agreement reaffirms the obligations of developed countries, while for the first time 

also encouraging voluntary contributions by other Parties.  

◼ The Global Environment Facility (GEF) has served as an operating entity of the financial 

mechanism since the Convention’s entry into force in 1994.  

◼ At COP 16, in 2010, Parties established the Green Climate Fund (GCF) and in 2011 also 

designated it as an operating entity of the financial mechanism.  

◼ The financial mechanism is accountable to the COP, which decides on its policies, programme 

priorities and eligibility criteria for funding. 

◼ In addition to providing guidance to the GEF and the GCF, Parties have established two special 

funds—theSpecial Climate Change Fund (SCCF) and the Least Developed Countries 

Fund (LDCF), both managed by the GEF—and the Adaptation Fund (AF) established under the 

Kyoto Protocol in 2001. 
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11. CRISPR (Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats) technology 

[Biotechnology] 

Article:  Personalised cell ‘editing’ used to treat cancer patients: study (13 Nov, Page 11) 

Context: 

Scientists have, for the first time, used the CRISPR (Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short 

Palindromic Repeats) technology to insert genes that allow immune cells to attack cancer cells, 

potentially leaving normal cells unharmed and increasing the effectiveness of immunotherapy. 

About CRISPR 

◼ Repetitive DNA sequences, called CRISPR, were observed in bacteria with “spacer” DNA 

sequences in between the repeats that exactly match viral sequences.  

◼ It was subsequently discovered that bacteria transcribe these DNA elements to RNA upon viral 

infection.  

◼  In the field of genome engineering, the term “CRISPR” or “CRISPR-Cas9” is often used loosely 

to refer to the various CRISPR-Cas9 and -CPF1, (and other) systems that can be programmed to 

target specific stretches of genetic code and to edit DNA at precise locations, as well as for other 

purposes, such as for new diagnostic tools.  

◼ With these systems, researchers can permanently 

modify genes in living cells and organisms and, in the 

future, may make it possible to correct mutations at 

precise locations in the human genome in order to 

treat genetic causes of disease.  

◼ Other systems are now available, such as CRISPR-

Cas13’s, that target RNA provide alternate avenues 

for use, and with unique characteristics that have been leveraged for sensitive diagnostic tools, 

such as SHERLOCK. 

◼ CRISPRs were first discovered in archaea (and later in bacteria) by Francisco Mojica, a scientist 

at the University of Alicante in Spain. 

◼ The CRISPR gene editing technique has been previously used in humans to remove specific 

genes to allow the immune system to be more activated against cancer. 

About Cell therapy 

◼ The human immune system has specific receptors on immune cells that can specifically 

recognise cancer cells and differentiate them from normal cells.  

◼ These are different for every patient, so finding an efficient way to isolate cancer cells and insert 

them back into immune cells to generate a personalised cell therapy to treat cancer is key to 

making the approach feasible on a large scale. 

◼ After isolation, the immune receptors are used to redirect immune cells to recognise cancer using 

the CRISPR gene editing. 
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12. Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets [Environmental Pollution & Degradation] 

Article: Scientists assess loss of ice from Greenland Ice Stream (13 Nov, Page 11) 

Context: 

Future ice loss from the Northeast Greenland Ice Stream, part of the Greenland ice sheet, could cause 

sea levels to rise by up to 15.5 mm by 2100, a study published in the journal, Nature, suggests.  

About Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets 

◼ The Greenland and Antarctic ice sheets are the largest bodies of ice in the world and play an 

important role in the global climate system.  

◼ Both ice sheets have been losing mass at an increasing rate 

since the 1990s, which has contributed one third of the 

global sea level rise over this period. 

◼ The cumulative ice loss from Greenland from 1992 to 2017 

was 3 900 billion tonnes, which contributed approximately 

11 mm of the global sea level rise; the corresponding figures for Antarctica are 2 600 billion 

tonnes, equivalent to a 7 mm contribution. 

 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

▪  The curious case of EWS (14 Nov, Page 7)  

▪ How has the EWS ruling altered reservations? (13 Nov, Page 12)  

▪ Why are talks on 1.5°C at a cliff edge at COP27? (13 Nov, Page 12)  

 

 
No Important Topics in 

News 

Article Current Affair Date 

1 POCSO Act, 2012 POCSO is not meant to criminalise consensual 

relationships: Delhi HC (14 Nov, Page 10) 

17 July 2022 

2 Monkeypox ‘Substantial’ pre-symptomatic monkeypox spread 

found (13 Nov, Page 11) 

13, 14 August 2022 

 


