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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) [Govt Schemes] 

Article: Weighing in on PMGKAY, the free grains scheme (Page 8) 

About Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) 

✓ The free food grain scheme or the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) was 

introduced by the Narendra Modi government in March 2020. 

✓ Under this scheme, the center provides 5kg of free food grains per month to the poor.  

✓ This is in addition to the subsidized (Rs 2-3 per kg) ration provided under the National Food 

Security Act (NFSA) to families covered under the Public Distribution System (PDS). 

✓ PMGKAY caters free food grain, either rice or wheat, to over 80 crore beneficiaries of NSFA. 

✓ The scheme which can be availed through the One Nation One Ration Card (ONORC) plan was 

first introduced from April to June 2020 during the stringent lockdown in India and has been 

extended six times ever since.  

✓ The latest extension was announced on 26 March and the scheme has been extended up to 

September 2022 at a cost of Rs 80,000 crore. 

2. National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) [Polity: Judiciary] 

Article: SC agrees to list plea for Collegium system review (Front Page) 

Context:  

Chief Justice of India D.Y. Chandrachud on Thursday agreed to list in due course a writ petition to 

reconsider the Collegium system of judicial appointments to the Supreme Court and the High Courts. 

The petition sought the revival of the National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC), which 

briefly gave the government an equal role along with the judiciary in the appointment of judges to 

the constitutional courts before it was struck down by the Supreme Court in 2015. 

About National Judicial Appointments Commission (NJAC) 

✓ The National Judicial Appointment Commission (NJAC) was a body which was proposed to make 

appointments of Chief Justices, Supreme Court judges, and High Court judges in a more 

transparent manner as compared to the existing collegium system and to replace the collegium 

system.  

✓ The NJAC was proposed via the National Judicial Appointments Commission Bill, 2014 by the 

then Minister of Law and Justice, Ravi Shankar Prasad.  

✓ The commission was established by the 99th Constitutional Amendment Act, 2014.  

✓ The Act proposed that the members of NJAC would be composed of members from the 

legislative, judicial, and civil society.  

✓ The President has the power to ask NJAC to reconsider their recommendations. 

✓ However, if the NJAC makes a unanimous decision while reconsidering, then the President has 

to make the appointment as per the NJAC’s recommendations. 

Composition 

✓ The Chief Justice of India would be the Chairman of the NJAC. 

✓ Two senior-most judges of the Supreme Court. 

✓ The Law and Justice Minister. 

✓ Two eminent persons would be selected by a committee which would be composed of the Prime 

Minister, the Chief Justice of India and the Leader of Opposition. 

 



 

3. The Moscow Format [IR: Dialogue Platforms] 

Article: Moscow Format calls for minority rights, ‘political reconciliation’ in Afghanistan (Page 

12) 

Context: 

The Moscow Format of Consultations on Afghanistan held in the Russian capital on Wednesday 

called for respect for all Afghan ethnic groups and minorities in a bid to create national reconciliation 

in the war-torn country. A joint statement issued after the meeting stressed upon ending all terrorist 

infrastructure in Afghanistan, and said placing of military infrastructure facilities of “third countries” 

in Afghanistan “and in adjacent states is unacceptable”.  

About Moscow Format 

✓ Moscow format is a Russian initiative to find a regional solution to the Afghanistan crisis.  

✓ The Moscow format was introduced in 2017 on the basis of a six-party mechanism for 

consultations between special representatives from Russia, Afghanistan, China, Pakistan, 

India and Iran.  

✓ The main objective of the Moscow format talks is to facilitate the national reconciliation process 

in Afghanistan and secure peace in that country as soon as possible. 

✓ India participated in the Moscow Format dialogue on Afghanistan at the joint secretary level on 

October 20, 2021.  

✓ This was India's second formal engagement with the Taliban after the fall of Kabul and first since 

the Taliban set up an interim government in Afghanistan.  

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

4. India Semiconductor Mission (ISM) [Economy: Growth & Development] 

Article: India can be a sizeable player in electronics: Minister (Page 7) 

Context: 

India Semiconductor Mission (ISM), a specialised business division within the Digital India 

Corporation that aims to promote the growth of semiconductor and electronics manufacturing 

industry in the country, is currently in the process evaluating business proposals received from several 

investors to set up fabs and chip manufacturing facilities in the country. 

About India Semiconductor Mission (ISM) 

✓ ISM has been setup as an Independent Business Division within Digital India Corporation having 

administrative and financial autonomy to formulate and drive India’s long term strategies for 

developing semiconductors and display manufacturing facilities and semiconductor design 

ecosystem.  

✓ Envisioned to be led by global experts in the Semiconductor and 

Display industry, ISM will serve as the nodal agency for efficient, 

coherent and smooth implementation of the schemes. 

✓ It also aims to provide financial support to companies investing in 

semiconductors, display manufacturing and design ecosystem. 

✓ Following four schemes have been introduced under the aforesaid 

programme: 

▪ Scheme for setting up of Semiconductor Fabs in India provides fiscal support to eligible 

applicants for setting up of Semiconductor Fabs which is aimed at attracting large investments 

for setting up semiconductor wafer fabrication facilities in the country. 



 

▪ Scheme for setting up of Display Fabs in India provides fiscal support to eligible applicants 

for setting up of Display Fabs which is aimed at attracting large investments for setting up TFT 

LCD / AMOLED based display fabrication facilities in the country.  

▪ Scheme for setting up of Compound Semiconductors / Silicon Photonics / Sensors Fab and 

Semiconductor Assembly, Testing, Marking and Packaging (ATMP) / OSAT facilities in 

India. 

▪ Design Linked Incentive (DLI) Scheme offers financial incentives, design infrastructure 

support across various stages of development and deployment of semiconductor design for 

Integrated Circuits (ICs), Chipsets, System on Chips (SoCs), Systems & IP Cores and 

semiconductor linked design. 

✓ The Vision of ISM is to build a vibrant semiconductor and display design and innovation 

ecosystem to enable India’s emergence as a global hub for electronics manufacturing and design.  

✓ It formulates a comprehensive long-term strategy for developing semiconductors & display 

manufacturing facilities and semiconductor design ecosystem in the country in consultation 

with Government ministries / departments / agencies, industry, and academia.  

✓ It facilitates the adoption of trusted electronics through secure semiconductors and display supply 

chain, including raw materials, specialty chemicals, gases, and manufacturing equipment.  

✓ It also promotes and facilitate indigenous Intellectual Property (IP) generation and 

encourage, enable and incentivize Transfer of Technologies (ToT).  

5. Electoral Bond [Types of Bonds] 

Article: Opaque political financing could cost democracy dear (Page 8) 

About Electoral Bond 

✓ An electoral bond is like a promissory note that can be bought by any Indian citizen or company 

incorporated in India from select branches of State Bank of India.  

✓ The citizen or corporate can then donate the same to any eligible political party of his/her choice.  

✓ The bonds are similar to bank notes that are payable to the bearer on demand and are free of 

interest.  

✓ An individual or party will be allowed to purchase these bonds digitally or through cheque. 

✓ The electoral bonds were introduced with the Finance Bill (2017).  

✓ On January 29, 2018 the Narendra Modi-led NDA government notified the Electoral Bond 

Scheme 2018. 

✓ In February 2017, the then finance minister Arun Jaitley said that the donations would be tax 

deductible.  

✓ Hence, a donor will get a deduction and the recipient, or the political party, will get tax exemption, 

provided returns are filed by the political party. 

Electoral bonds: Conditions 

✓ Any party that is registered under section 29A of the Representation of the Peoples Act, 1951 (43 

of 1951) and has secured at least one per cent of the votes polled in the most recent General 

elections or Assembly elections is eligible to receive electoral bonds.  

✓ The party will be allotted a verified account by the Election Commission of India (ECI) and the 

electoral bond transactions can be made only through this account. 

✓ The electoral bonds will not bear the name of the donor. Thus, the political party might not be 

aware of the donor's identity. 

 



 

Why were electoral bonds introduced in India? 

✓ According to the Narendra Modi-led government, electoral bonds were being introduced to ensure 

that all the donations made to a party would be accounted for in the balance sheets without 

exposing the donor details to the public. 

✓ The government said that electoral bonds would keep a tab on the use of black money for funding 

elections.  

✓ In the absence of electoral bonds, donors would have no option but to donate by cash after 

siphoning off money from their businesses, the government said. 

6. National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) [Economy: Growth & Development] 

Article: FM asks NIIF to guide private capital into infrastructure (Page 16) 

Context: 

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has urged the National Investment and Infrastructure Fund 

(NIIF) to expand its operations and explore ways to crowd in private capital for projects under the 

National Infrastructure Pipeline, PM Gati Shakti and National Infrastructure Corridor. 

About National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF) 

✓ The National Infrastructure and Investment Fund (NIIF) is India’s first-ever sovereign wealth 

fund (SWF).  

✓ The state-owned fund was set up by the Indian Government in the 

year 2015.  

✓ The primary goal of setting up NIIF was to optimise the economic 

impact largely through investing in infrastructure-related 

projects. 

Objectives 

✓ The NIIF invests with a long-term horizon. The following objective guides the investment 

philosophy of the NIIF: 

▪ Commercial 

▪ Collaborative 

▪ Sustainable 

Sovereign Wealth Fund 

▪ A sovereign wealth fund is a state-owned fund.  

▪ An SWF is used to invest in capital assets such as real estate, metals, stocks, and bonds.  

▪ SWFs also invest in alternative investments such as private equity funds and hedge funds.  

▪ Some SWFs invests in the global avenues.  

▪ An SWF is mostly formed from the country’s reserves.  

▪ The main objective of the SWFs is to allocate funds for the betterment of the country’s 

economy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

7. Indian Sugar Mills’ Association (ISMA) [Agriculture Sector] 

Article: Sugar output nears 20 lakh tonnes: ISMA (Page 16) 

Context: 

Sugar production in the current season (October 2022 to September 2023) till November 15 stands at 

19.9 lakh tonnes, according to the Indian Sugar Mills’ Association (ISMA). 

About Indian Sugar Mills’ Association (ISMA) 

✓ Indian Sugar Mills Association (ISMA) is a premier sugar organization in India.  

✓  The prime objective is to ensure that the functioning and interest of 

both the private and public sugar mills in the country are 

safeguarded through conducive and growth-oriented policies of the 

Government. 

✓ ISMA is the oldest industrial Association in the country which was 

established in 1932.  

✓ India entered the sugar export market for the first time in the year 

1957 which was entirely on the initiative of ISMA. 

✓ ISMA is recognized by both the Central Government and State Governments as the apex sugar 

body in the country, to voice the concerns of the private sugar mills and the sugar industry as a 

whole. 

✓  It’s the first in the country to do pan-India satellite mapping of sugarcane areas in the country. 

8. Light Combat Helicopter [Defence Technology] 

Article: Army’s first LCH squadron moves to Missamari in Assam (Page 14) 

Context: 

The Army has moved its first light combat helicopter (LCH) squadron to Missamari, Assam, in the 

eastern sector near the Line of Actual Control (LAC). The LCH, India’s first indigenously designed 

and developed attack helicopter, is also the first dedicated attack helicopter operated by the Army.  

About LCH Project 

✓ The LCH project can be traced to the 1999 Kargil war when the armed forces felt the need for a 

dedicated platform capable of operating at high altitudes and delivering precision strikes as the 

existing attack choppers couldn’t effectively hit targets.  

✓ In October 2006, the government sanctioned the design and development of the LCH.  

✓ The Indian Army joined the programme in December 2013.  

✓ After extensive flight testing in diverse terrains and weather conditions, the LCH received initial 

operation clearance on August 26, 2017.  

✓ It was declared ready for production in February 2020. A year later, Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi handed over the LCH to the Indian Air Force. 

Main features of LCH 

✓ Powered by twin Shakti engines, a collaborative effort of the HAL and France’s Safran company, 

the LCH is a 5.8-tonne class combat helicopter with potent ground attack and aerial combat 

capability.  

✓ The helicopter can fly at a maximum speed of 288 kmph and has a combat radius of 500 km, 

which can go up to a service ceiling of 21,000 feet, making it ideal to operate in Siachen.  

✓ It incorporates several stealth features such as reduced radar and infra-red signatures, crashworthy 

features for improved survivability, armoured-protection systems and night attack capability.  



 

 

 

How will the LCH give an edge to the armed forces? 

✓ The induction of the LCH into the Air Force has been 

termed as a “big boost” to the combat prowess of the 

armed forces and a “potent platform to meet the 

operational requirements of the IAF and the Army”.  

✓ The LCH helicopters can be deployed to assume air 

defence, anti-tank roles in high-altitude, counter-

insurgency, and search and rescue operations, and are 

equipped with advanced technology which can be used to destroy the enemy’s air defence, as per 

HAL.  

✓ It can be deployed to perform Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR), bunker busting operations, 

counter-insurgency operations in the jungle and urban areas and support the ground forces, 

Defence Ministry officials said. 

✓ As per HAL, the Indian armed forces have an overall requirement of 160 LCH — 95 for Army 

and 65 for Air Force.  

✓ The fleet of first four helicopters was inducted into the 143 Helicopter Unit ‘Dhanush’.  

✓ The helicopters are likely to be deployed along the Line of Actual Control along with Apache 

choppers. 

 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

9. Maghreb Region [Map Location] 

Article: THE DAILY QUIZ (Page 11) 

About Maghreb Region 

✓ The Maghreb is the North African region made up of Algeria, Libya, 

Mauritania, Morocco and Tunisia. 

✓ The area lies along the Mediterranean Sea and the Atlantic Ocean. 

✓ The people of the Maghreb belong to 

both Berber and Arab ethnolinguistic groups. 

✓ Political cooperation within the Maghreb is most effectively achieved through the Arab League, 

and to a lesser extent the African Union.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


