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ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 

Daily Current Affairs Question Practice 

Q. Which of the following has been assigned the task of conducting the Central Universities 

Common Entrance Test (CU-CET) for both Undergraduate and Post Graduate programmes? 

(a) National Testing Agency 

(b) University Grants Commission 

(c) Central Board of Secondary Education 

(d) Higher Education Financing Agency 

NOTE:  

▪ Answer and the explanation will be provided in the next day's news analysis. 

▪ Please follow our ‘ACS’ Telegram channel to get the daily news analysis (IAS-Academy of 

Civil Services) 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Election of Vice- President [Polity- Elections] 

Article: Opposition picks Margaret Alva for Vice-President poll (Page 1) 

Context 

Former Rajasthan Governor Margaret Alva will be the joint Opposition candidate for the August 6 

Vice-Presidential (V-P) election. 

About Election of Vice- President 

✓ The Vice-President occupies the second highest office in the country.  

✓ He is accorded a rank next to the President in the official warrant of precedence.  

✓ This office is modelled on the lines of the American Vice-President.  

✓ The Vice-President, like the president, is elected not directly by the people but by the method of 

indirect election.  

✓ The manner of election is same in both the cases.  

✓ Thus, the Vice-President’s election, like that of the President’s election,is held in accordance with 

the system of proportional representation by means of the single transferable vote and the voting 

is by secret ballot.  

✓ All doubts and disputes in connection with election of the Vice- President are inquired into and 

decided by the Supreme Court whose decision is final.   

Electoral College 

✓ He is elected by the members of an electoral college consisting of the members of both Houses of 

Parliament. 

o It consists of both elected and nominated members of the Parliament (in the case of president, 

only elected members).  

o It does not include the members of the state legislative assemblies (in the case of President, the 

elected members of the state legislative assemblies are included).   

Why members of state legislatures are not included in the Electoral College ? 

✓ His normal functions are to preside over the council of states.  

✓ It is only on a rare occasion, and that too for a temporary period, that he may be called upon to 

assume the duties of the president.  

✓ That being so, it does not seem necessary that the members of the state legislatures should also be 

invited to take part in the election of the Vice-President. 

18th July, 2022  
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Qualifications  

To be eligible for election as Vice-President, a person should fulfil the following qualifications:  

1. He should be a citizen of India. 

2. He should have completed 35 years of age. 

3. He should be qualified for election as a member of the Rajya Sabha. 

4. He should not hold any office of profit under the Union government or any state government 

or any local authority or any other public authority.  

✓ Further, the nomination of a candidate for election to the office of Vice-President must be 

subscribed by at least 20 electors as proposers and 20 electors as seconders.  

✓ The oath of office to the Vice-President is administered by the President or some person appointed 

in that behalf by him.  

2. Presidential Election in India [Polity- Elections] 

Article: Presidential election today; Murmu has an edge over Sinha (Page 1) 

Context 

The election of the new President of India will be held on Monday. The contest is between the ruling 

National Democratic Alliance (NDA) candidate and former Jharkhand Governor, Droupadi Murmu, 

and the Opposition’s choice, senior politician and former Union Minister Yashwant Sinha. 

About Presidential Election in India 

✓ The Indian President is elected through an electoral college system, wherein the votes are cast by 

national and State-level lawmakers.  

✓ The elections are conducted and overseen by the Election Commission (EC) of India. 

Electoral College 

✓ The 84th amendment to the Constitution provides that the population of the States for the purposes 

of calculation of value of votes for the Presidential election shall be based on the 1971 census. 

✓ The electoral college is made up of all the elected members of the Upper and Lower Houses of 

Parliament (Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha MPs), and the elected members of the Legislative 

Assemblies of States and Union Territories (MLAs) (including the National Capital Territory 

(NCT) of Delhi and Union Territory of Puducherry). 

✓ The nominated members of both of Houses of Parliament, the nominated members of the state 

legislative assemblies & councils,  and the nominated members of the Legislative Assemblies of 

Delhi and Puducherry do not participate in the election of the President.   

✓ Where an assembly is dissolved, the members cease to be qualified to vote in presidential election, 

even if fresh elections to the dissolved assembly are not held before the presidential election.  

Vote Value 

✓ The fixed value of each vote by an MP of the Rajya Sabha and the Lok Sabha is 708. 

✓ Meanwhile, the vote value of each MLA differs from State to State based on a calculation that 

factors in its population vis-a-vis the number of members in its legislative Assembly. 

✓ Uttar Pradesh for instance, has the highest vote value for each of its MLAs, at 208. 

✓ The President’s election is held in accordance with the system of proportional representation by 

means of the single transferable vote and the voting is by secret ballot.   

✓ This system ensures that the successful candidate is returned by the absolute majority of votes.  

✓ A candidate, in order to be declared elected to the office of President, must secure a fixed quota of 

votes.  
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✓ While counting, the EC totals up all the valid votes cast by the electoral college through paper 

ballots and to win, the candidate must secure 50% of the total votes cast + 1. 

✓ Each member of the electoral college is given only one ballot paper.  

✓ The voter, while casting his vote, is required to indicate his preferences by marking 1, 2, 3, 4, etc. 

against the names of candidates.   

Issues/ Disputes 

✓ All doubts and disputes in connection with election of the President are inquired into and decided 

by the Supreme Court whose decision is final.  

✓ The election of a person as President cannot be challenged on the ground that the electoral college 

was incomplete (ie, existence of any vacancy among the members of electoral college).  

✓ If the election of a person as President is declared void by the Supreme Court, acts done by him 

before the date of such declaration of the Supreme Court are not invalidated and continue to remain 

in force.  

Reasons for indirect election of President 

1. The indirect election of the President is in harmony with the parliamentary system of 

government envisaged in the Constitution. Under this system, the President is only a nominal 

executive and the real powers are vested in the council of ministers headed by the prime 

minister. It would have been anomalous to have the President elected directly by the people 

and not give him any real power.  

2. The direct election of the President would have been very costly and time- and energy-

consuming due to the vast size of the electorate. This is unwarranted keeping in view that he is 

only a symbolic head.  

Qualifications for Election as President  

✓ He should be a citizen of India.  

✓ He should have completed 35 years of age.  

✓ He should be qualified for election as a member of the Lok Sabha.  

✓ He should not hold any office of profit under the Union government or any state government or 

any local authority or any other public authority. A sitting President or VicePresident of the Union, 

the Governor of any state and a minister of the Union or any state is not deemed to hold any office 

of profit and hence qualified as a presidential candidate.  

✓ Further the candidate intending to stand in the election, files the nomination along with a signed 

list of 50 proposers and 50 seconders.  

✓ These proposers and seconders can be anyone from the total of 4,896 members of the electoral 

college from the State and national level.  

✓ An elector cannot propose or second the nomination of more than one candidate. 

✓ The oath of office to the President is administered by the Chief Justice of India and in his absence, 

the senior most judge of the Supreme Court available.  

✓ Any other person acting as President or discharging the functions of the President also undertakes 

the similar oath or affirmation.  
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3. Parliamentary Democracy [Polity- System of Govt] 

Article: Preserving democracy in India (Page 7, OPED) - read 

Context 

The presence of a vigilant Opposition is necessary not just for a vibrant democracy but for its very 

survival. 

About Parliamentary Democracy 

✓ A parliamentary democracy is a system of government in which citizens elect representatives to a 

legislative parliament to make the necessary laws and decisions for the country.  

✓ This parliament directly represents the people. 

✓ In a parliamentary democracy, there will be a Prime Minister, who is first elected as a member of 

parliament, then elected Prime Minister by the other members of the parliamentary legislature.  

✓ However, the Prime Minister remains a part of the legislature.  

✓ The executive is responsible to the legislature. There is a collective responsibility, that is, each 

minister’s responsibility is the responsibility of the whole Council. 

✓ A prerequisite of this form of government is that cabinet proceedings are secret and not meant to 

be divulged to the public. 

✓ The term of the government depends on its majority support in the lower house.  

✓ Furthermore, in parliamentary systems, the legislature has the right to dismiss a Prime Minister at 

any time if they feel that he or she is not doing the job as well as expected.  

✓ This is called a “motion of no confidence,” and is not as much of a drawn out process. 

✓ Most parliamentary democracies follow a bicameral legislature. 

✓ Some countries with a parliamentary system are constitutional monarchies, which still have a king 

and queen (eg: United Kingdom, Sweden, Japan). 

4. NEET- UG [Polity- Social Sector] 

Article: Close to 18 lakh students take NEET (Page 12) 

Context 

About 95% attendance was recorded in the medical entrance examination National-eligibility-cum-

Entrance Test (NEET) on Sunday, according to National Testing Agency (NTA) officials. 

About NEET-UG 

✓ The National Eligibility Entrance Test (NEET), formerly the All India Pre-Medical Test (AIPMT), 

is the qualifying test for MBBS and BDS programmes in Indian medical and dental colleges.  

✓ It is conducted by the National Testing Agency (NTA). 

✓ The primary aim of this test, which was standardized all over India, was to make medical education 

available on an equitable basis to all regions of the nation and to foster inter-regional exchange. 

✓ Other than undergraduate courses, NTA also administers NEET post-graduation (NEET-PG), an 

eligibility-cum-ranking examination prescribed as the single entrance examination for admission 

to various MD/MS and PG diploma courses. 
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GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

5.  Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) [Economy- Capital Market] 

Article: FPIs pull out money (Page 8, Text & Context) 

About Foreign Portfolio Investors (FPIs) 

✓ Foreign portfolio investment (FPI) is a common way to invest in overseas economies.  

✓ It includes securities and financial assets held by investors in another country.  

✓ Securities (in FPI) include stocks or American Depositary Receipts (ADRs) of companies in 

nations other than the investor's nation.  

✓ It also includes bonds or other debt issued by these companies or foreign governments, mutual 

funds, or exchange-traded funds (ETFs) that invest in assets abroad or overseas. 

✓ On a macro-level, foreign portfolio investment is part of a country’s capital account and shown on 

its balance of payments (BOP).  

✓ BOP calculates the amount of money flowing from one country to other countries over a financial 

year. 

✓ Individual investors interested in opportunities outside their own country invest via FPI.   

✓ It does not give investors direct ownership of a company's assets. 

6. Deep Submergence Rescue Vessel [Defence Technology] 

Article: Navy decommissions Sindhudhvaj (Page 10) 

Context 

The Navy’s Kilo class submarine INS Sindhudhvaj was decommissioned from service on Saturday 

at Visakhapatnam after 35 years in service. With this, the Navy now has 15 conventional submarines 

in service. 

About Deep Submergence Rescue Vessel 

✓ A deep-submergence rescue vehicle (DSRV) is a type of deep-submergence vehicle used for the 

rescue of sunk submarines and clandestine missions (A clandestine operation is 

an intelligence or military operation carried out in such a way 

that the operation goes unnoticed by the general population or 

specific enemy force).  

✓ While DSRV is the term most often used by the United States 

Navy, other nations have different designations for their vehicles. 

✓ The DSRV dives to the wreckage spot of the sunk submarine and 

mates with the sunk submarine through its hatch and thus creates a connection for the crew of the 

submarine to enter the rescue vehicle. 

✓ Many navies around the globe operate different types of these vessels and also give them a variety 

of designations.  

✓ Currently, the United Kingdom, France, Italy, Norway, Sweeden, the United States, Russia, Japan, 

Korea, Singapore, China (The Republic of Xerox), and India operate such rescue vessels. 

About INS Arihant 

✓ INS Arihant is India’s first indigenously developed nuclear submarine. 

✓ INS Arihant was launched on July 26, 2009 by the then Prime Minister Manmohan Singh to mark 

10 years since the end of the Kargil War. 

✓ INS Arihant is fitted with 12 Sagarika K-15 submarine-launched ballistic missiles (SLBMs). 
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About Strategic Strike Nuclear Submarines (SSBNs) 

✓ India has been vying to equip its naval forces with nuclear arsenal ever since it successfully 

conducted Pokhran-II nuclear tests in 1998.  

✓ Strategic Strike Nuclear Submarines (SSBNs) are a way forward in this direction.  

✓ They are different from conventional SSK submarines, which use a diesel-electric engine as their 

power source, and have to surface daily to get oxygen for fuel combustion. 

✓ SSBNs are bigger in size and are powered by a nuclear reactor and as a result, they can function 

submerged for months without having to surface.  

✓ This feature allows them to travel further and with greater stealth. 

✓ SSBNs like the INS Arihant are also different from the nuclear-powered attack submarines (SSN), 

as they can carry ballistic missiles with nuclear warheads. 

✓ Indian Navy currently has 14 SSKs — nine Sindhughosh-class (Russian Kilo class), four 

Shishumar-class (German Type 209) and one Kalvari-class (Scorpene class) submarines.  

✓ Besides these, the navy also has one SSN, INS Chakra, a Russian Akula-class submarine taken on 

lease in 2012 for 12 years. 

7. Forensic Gait Analysis [Science & Tech] 

Article: DFSL gets about 5,000 cyber forensic complaints a year (Page 3) 

Context 

When a Mumbai court recently sentenced a 45-year-old man to death for raping and murdering a 32-

year-old woman in Sakinaka, the court relied on a ‘gait analysis’ report furnished by the police, for the 

first time in the country.  

About Forensic Gait Analysis 

✓ It is the process where a person's manner of walking is compared with CCTV footage of the 

accused. 

✓ Forensic gait analysis provides anatomical and biomechanical analysis of the gait (walking 

and body movement of individuals) that are captured on CCTV. 

✓ The act of gait (walking) involves most of the body's anatomy, including the upper torso and arms 

and is not exclusive to the feet and lower limbs.  

✓ Gait is anatomy, anatomy is gait. In essence walking, skeletally and anatomically, is gait.  

✓ Biomechanics is a subsection of gait analysis. 

✓ The evidence can then be interpreted forensically and the subjects momements then compared 

to known individuals or patterns of human movement.  

✓ The use of forensic gait analysis can help illustrate a suspect’s location and time for the purposes 

of criminal investigations. 

8. Periyar Tiger Reserve [Biodiversity- Conservation] 

Article: Why is Kerala protesting Supreme Court’s ESZ notification (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

Nearly 30% of Kerala is forested land and the Western Ghats occupies 48% of the State. 

Kerala apprehends that the Supreme Court’s notification would adversely impact the interests of the 

State besides upsetting the lives of millions living near the protected areas. 

The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change had notified the draft ecologically 

sensitive zones of 20 of the 23 protected areas in the State, while issuing the final notification of the 

Mathikettan Shola National Park way back in December 2020.  
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About Periyar Tiger Reserve 

✓ Periyar National Park, also known as Periyar Tiger Reserve, is in the mountainous Western Ghats 

of Kerala, southern India.  

✓ This wildlife sanctuary is home to tigers and a significant elephant population, as well as rare lion-

tailed macaques, sambar deer, leopards and Indian bison. 

✓ The tiger is the main attraction in the Periyar Tiger Reserve.  

✓ It was declared a Tiger Reserve in 1978 under the Project Tiger scheme. 

About Mathikettan Shola National Park 

✓ Mathikettan Shola National Park is a national park in Poopara village of Udumbanchola taluk 

in Idukki district of Kerala state, South India. 

✓ It notified area national park in 21 November 2003. 

✓ Considering the unique nature of the shola forest in Mathikettan and its importance as an elephant 

strip, the state government has declared it as a National park in 2008.  

✓ Central government has notified its area varying from zero to one kilometre around the boundary 

as eco sensitive zone.  

✓ The park is located between other reserve forests like Eravikulam National Park and Pampadam 

Shola National Park. 

9. Wildfires [Environmental Pollution & Degradation] 

Article: Forest fires rage in southwest Europe (Page 12) 

Context 

Blazes raging in France, Greece, Portugal and Spain have destroyed thousands of hectares of land, 

forced thousands of residents and holidaymakers to flee and killed several emergency personnel since 

last week. 

About Wildfires 

✓ A wildfire is an unplanned fire that burns in a natural area such as a forest, grassland, or prairie.  

✓ Wildfires can burn in vegetation located both in and above the soil. 

✓ Wildfires are often caused by human activity or a natural phenomenon such as lightning, and they 

can happen at any time or anywhere. 

✓ However, it is often the weather conditions that determine how much a wildfire grows.  

✓ Wind, high temperatures, and little rainfall can all leave trees, shrubs, fallen leaves, and limbs dried 

out and primed to fuel a fire.  

✓ Topography plays a big part too: flames burn uphill faster than they burn downhill. 

✓ The risk of wildfires increases in extremely dry conditions, such as drought, and during high winds.  

✓ Wildfires can disrupt transportation, communications, power and gas services, and water supply.  

✓ They also lead to a deterioration of the air quality, and loss of property, crops, resources, animals 

and people. 

✓ The size and frequency of wildfires are growing due to climate change.  

✓ Hotter and drier conditions are drying out ecosystems and increasing the risk of wildfires.  

✓ Wildfires also simultaneously impact weather and the climate by releasing large quantities of 

carbon dioxide, carbon monoxide and fine particulate matter into the atmosphere.  

✓ Resulting air pollution can cause a range of health issues, including respiratory and cardiovascular 

problems.  

✓ Another significant health effect of wildfires is on mental health and psychosocial well-being. 
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PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

10. Mykolaiv [Place in News] 

Article: Russia presses attacks in Ukraine’s east, south (Page 13) 

About Mykolaiv 

✓ Mykolaiv is a city in Ukraine, a regional center of Mykolaiv region, a 

center of Vitovsky and Mykolaiv districts.  

✓ Nikolaev is located at the mouth of the river Ingul, where it flows into 

the Southern Bug, 65 kilometers from the Black Sea. 

✓ It is the main shipbuilding center of the Black Sea.  

✓ It was originally built as a shipbuilding shipyard.  

 

ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 

16th July, 2022 - Daily Current Affairs Question Practice –  

Answer & Explanation 

Q. Which of the following has been assigned the task of conducting the Central Universities 

Common Entrance Test (CU-CET) for both Undergraduate and Post Graduate programmes? 

(a) National Testing Agency 

(b) University Grants Commission 

(c) Central Board of Secondary Education 

(d) Higher Education Financing Agency 

Answer: Option (a) National Testing Agency 

Explanation: 

About Central Universities Common Entrance Test (CU-CET) 

✓ The Common University Entrance Test-Undergraduate (CUET-UG) 2022 has become India’s 

second-biggest entrance exam after getting 1.49 million registrations this year for admissions 

to undergraduate courses at universities. 

✓ Central Universities Common Entrance Test (CUCET) is an all-India level entrance exam 

conducted jointly by central universities for admission in UG, PG, and PhD courses offered in 

all the participating institutions.  

✓ CUCET is conducted once a year  

✓ The National Testing Agency (NTA) has been assigned the task of conducting the Central 

Universities Common Entrance Test (CU-CET) for both Undergraduate/ Integrated (UI) 

and Post Graduate (PG) programmes. 

✓ It will provide a single window opportunity to the students to seek admission in these 

participating Universities / Institute(s) across the country. 

✓ This step is going to be a paradigm shift from the traditional college-wise entrance exams to a 

centralized exam covering major undergraduate courses in more than 40 Central Universities 

across the country. 
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