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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Competition Commission of India (CCI) [Polity: Statutory Bodies] 

Article: Big Tech and the need in India for ex-ante regulation (Page 6, Dec 13) 

About Competition Commission of India (CCI) 

◼ Competition Commission of India is a statutory body of the Government of India, which is 

responsible for enforcing, The Competition Act of 2002, throughout India and to prevent activities 

that have an appreciable adverse effect on the competition in India. 

◼ The CCI consists of a Chairperson and six members appointed by the Central Government. 

◼ A need was felt to promote competition and private enterprise in the light of Indian economic 

liberalization during 1991.  

◼ The Competition Act of 2002, was amended by the Competition (Amendment) Act of 2007. It 

follows the philosophy of modern competition laws.  

◼ The Act prohibits any anti-competitive agreements, abuse of dominant position by the enterprises 

and regulates combinations (like acquisition, acquiring of control and Merger and acquisition), 

which causes or is likely to cause an appreciable adverse effect on competition in India.  

◼ The objective of CCI is to play the role of market regulator across all the sectors with the focus 

on the anti-competitive behavior of enterprises that may distort competition. CCI performs the 

function to curb concentration in the market.  

◼ If the companies are found guilty, then the CCI has the right to impose a penalty on those 

companies which are found guilty, based on the cases filed with the commission.  

Role of Competition Commission of India  

◼ To prevent practices having the adverse effect on competition.  

◼ To promote and to sustain competition in markets.  

◼ To promote the interest of consumers. 

◼ To ensure freedom of trade is carried on by other participants in markets in India. 

2. Energy Conservation Act, 2001 [Acts in News] 

Article: RS passes ‘futuristic’ Energy Conservation Bill to further regulate carbon emissions (Page 

10, Dec 13) 

Context:  

The Rajya Sabha on Monday passed the Energy Conservation (Amendment) Bill clearing the decks 

for “mandate use of non-fossil sources”, including green hydrogen, green ammonia, biomass and 

ethanol for energy and feedstock and establish Carbon Markets in the country. 

About Energy Conservation Act, 2001 

◼ This act was made by the Indian government and afterward, in august 2010 it was amended as 

the Energy Conservation (Amendment) Act 2010 and the objectives of the Energy Conservation 

Act-2001 are: 

◼ This act gives the power to the central government and in 

some cases, the state also gets the power to: 

▪ Fix the energy usage standards for specific appliances 

and equipment. 

▪ Give direction that there should be a mandatory display 

of labels specific equipment and appliances. 

▪ Stop the building, import, and sale of the items which are not to the standards.  

▪ Inform energy concentrated businesses, different foundations, and business structures as 

assigned customers. 



 

▪ Set up and recommend energy utilization standards and guidelines for assigned buyers. 

▪ Prescribe or make changes in Energy Conservation Building Codes (ECBC) to local conditions 

for energy conservation and efficient use of energy in a new commercial building with a 

contract load of 500 kW. 

▪ Make and provide Central and State Energy Conservation Fund. 

About Bureau of Energy Efficiency 

◼ The important feature of the of this Act has established a statutory body called the Bureau of 

Energy Efficiency (BEE).  

◼ It aims to decrease the usage of power and energy intensity in the economy.  

◼ In this provision of the Energy Conservation Act, 2001 the Bureau of Energy Efficiency has been 

set up with effect from day one of march 2002 by joining the earlier energy management center, 

which was the society under the ministry of powers.  

◼ The bureau would be liable for initiating the improvement of vitality proficiency of the economy 

through different administrative and limited time instruments. 

Objectives 

◼ The initial aim of the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) is to decrease the energy intensity in 

the Indian economy through the taking up of a result-oriented approach. 

◼ The broad aims of the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) are: 

▪ To suppose leadership and give policy system and guide to national energy efficiency and 

conservation programs and efforts 

▪ To direct the stakeholders about the policies and programs on using energy efficiently 

▪ To set up a framework and procedures to monitor, verify and measure the efficient use of 

electricity in individual sectors as well as at the national stage 

▪ To use multi-horizontal, bi-sidelong, and private segment support in the execution of the 

Energy Conservation Act and projects for effective utilization of energy and its preservation 

▪ To show the delivery mechanisms of energy efficiency, by a public and private partnership 

▪ To manage, implement, and plan energy conservation policies as given in the Energy 

Conservation Act. 

3. National Policy of Rare Diseases (NPRD) [Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article: Benefits of policy on rare diseases not reaching patients: MP (Page 10, Dec 13) 

Context: 

Rajya Sabha member from the Nationalist Congress Party Fauzia Khan on Friday raised concerns 

over the benefits of the National Policy of Rare Diseases (NPRD) not reaching patients even after 

several months since its introduction. 

About National Policy of Rare Diseases (NPRD) 

◼ The Government has launched National Policy for Rare Diseases (NPRD), 2021 in March, 2021 

for the treatment of rare disease patients.  

◼ The rare diseases have been identified and categorized into 3 groups namely Group 1, Group 2 

and Group 3. 

▪ Group 1:  Disorders amenable to one-time curative treatment. 

▪ Group-2: Diseases requiring long term/lifelong treatment having relatively lower cost of 

treatment and benefit has been documented in literature and annual or more frequent 

surveillance is required. 

▪ Group 3:- Diseases for which definitive treatment is available but challenges are to make 

optimal patient selection for benefit, very high cost and lifelong therapy. 



 

◼ The NPRD, 2021 has provisions for promotion of research and development for diagnosis and 

treatment of rare diseases; promotion of local development and manufacture of drugs and creation 

of conducive environment for indigenous manufacturing of drugs for rare diseases at affordable 

prices. 

4. Model Tribal Villages [Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article: Govt. to turn 36,428 villages as ‘model tribal villages’ (Page 12,  Dec 13) 

Context: 

The Union Ministry of Tribal Affairs is now working to develop 36,428 villages with at least 50% 

tribal population and 500 STs across the country into ‘model tribal’ villages, Minister of State for 

Tribal Affairs Renuka Singh told the Lok Sabha on Monday. 

About Model tribal’ villages 

◼ The Holistic Village Development Program (HVDP) under Saansad Adarsh Gram Yojana 

(SAGY), where each Member of Parliament adopts one village from their constituency to 

transform that village into an model village.  

◼ The ideal village model is based on multidimensional aspects including water issues, agriculture 

issues, gender issues, health issues etc. 

◼ The gram panchayat identified various issues including lack of livelihood opportunities, absence 

of scientific livestock management, poor health care, improper land use and ground water 

depletion among others.  

◼ The HVDP is focused on building rural capabilities and mechanisms.  

◼ An end to end strategy caters to need analysis and implementation of the project, along the lines 

of participatory approach.  

◼ The progress of the project can be seen through the following four steps: 

▪ Community mobilization 

▪ Capacity building training 

▪ Baseline survey 

▪ Enhanced convergence 

About Pradhan Mantri Adi Adarsh Gram Yojna (PMAAGY) 

◼ (PMAAGY) aims at mitigating gaps and providing basic infrastructure in villages with significant 

tribal population in convergence with funds available under different schemes in Central 

Scheduled Tribe Component. 

◼ Parent Ministry: ‘Pradhan Mantri Adi Adarsh Gram Yojna (PMAAGY)’ is being implemented 

by Ministry of Tribal Affairs. 

◼ Coverage: PMAAGY is envisaged to cover 36,428 villages having at least 50% ST population 

and 500 STs across States / UTs with notified STs during the period. 

◼ States/UTs are encouraged for convergence of resources as Central/State Scheduled Tribe 

Component (STC) funds and other financial resources available with them for saturation of 

infrastructure and services in the villages identified under PMAAGY. 

Key Objectives 

◼ The main objective of PMAAGY scheme is to achieve integrated socio-economic development 

of selected villages through convergence approach.  

◼ It includes the following components- 

▪ Preparing Village Development Plan based on the needs, potential, and aspirations; 

▪ Maximizing the coverage of individual / family benefit schemes of the Central / State 

Governments; 



 

▪ Improving the infrastructure in vital sectors like health, education, connectivity and 

livelihood; 

5. Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) [Polity: Regulatory Bodies] 

Article: New Delhi airport’s inadequate security infrastructure flagged (Front Page, Dec 14) 

Context: 

Delhi’s Indira Gandhi International Airport’s security infrastructure “has frozen over time” and 

failed to keep pace with the increase in flights and passengers, a top Bureau of Civil Aviation Security 

(BCAS) official said on a day a Parliamentary panel announced its decision to summon the airport’s 

Chief Executive Officer, Videh Kumar Jaipuriar. 

About Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) 

◼ The Bureau of Civil Aviation Security (BCAS) was initially set up as a Cell in the DGCA in 

January 1978 on the recommendation of the Pande Committee.  

◼ The BCAS was reorganized into an independent department under the Ministry of Civil Aviation 

on 1st April, 1987. 

◼ The main responsibilities of BCAS include laying down standards and measures with respect to 

security of civil flights at international and domestic airports in India. 

◼ BCAS Head quarter is located at New Delhi. 

◼ It has got four Regional Offices located at International airports i.e. Delhi, Mumbai, Kolkata and 

Chennai. 

Important Functions 

◼ Laying down Aviation Security Standards in accordance with Annex 17 to Chicago Convention 

of ICAO for airport operators, airlines operators, and their security agencies responsible for 

implementing AVSEC measures. 

◼ Monitoring the implementation of security rules and regulations and carrying out survey of 

security needs.  

◼ Ensure that the persons implementing security controls are appropriately trained and possess all 

competencies required to perform their duties.  

◼ Planning and coordination of Aviation security matters.  

◼ Surprise/Dummy checks to test professional efficiency and alertness of security staff.  

◼ Mock exercise to test efficacy of Contingency Plans and operational preparedness of the various 

agencies. 

Revise DGCA from previous Current Affairs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6. Assam Accord [Polity: Citizenship Issues] 

Article:  Assam Accord: Constitution Bench lists citizenship case for January 10 (Page 11, Dec 

14) 

Context: 

A Constitution Bench on Tuesday listed for January 10, 2023 a series of long-pending petitions 

challenging Section 6A of the Citizenship Act, 1955 that allows citizenship to illegal immigrants, 

mostly from neighbouring Bangladesh, who entered Assam before March 1971.  

About Assam Accord 

◼ The Assam Accord has been signed on 15th August, 1985 amongst Union of India, Govt. of 

Assam, All Assam Student of Union, All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad.  

◼ To implement the various Clauses of Assam Accord a new Department has been established in 

the name of “Implementation of Assam Accord Department” during the year 1986. 

◼ The signing of the Accord led to the conclusion of a six-year agitation that was launched by the 

All Assam Students’ Union (AASU) in 1979, demanding the identification and deportation of 

illegal immigrants from Assam. 

◼ It sets a cut-off of midnight of 24th March 1971, for the detection of illegal foreigners in Assam. 

Revise NRC & Foreigner's Tribunal. 

 

7. Annual report on Prevention of Sexual Harassment (PoSH) [Issues related to Women & 

Children] 

Article: Is your organisation up to date with the annual PoSH report? (Page 5, Dec 14) 

About Annual report on Prevention of Sexual Harassment (PoSH) 

◼ A company with more than 10 employees is expected to file an annual compliance report under 

the Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act of 

2013 (“Act”). 

◼ Non-compliance can invite a penalty of ₹50,000. Repeated non-compliance will invite severe 

penalty and that includes the possibility of suspension or cancellation of the license or registration 

to work. 

◼ The annual document must report the number of sexual harassment complaints filed in the year, 

number of complaints disposed of, complaints pending for resolution for more than 90 days and 

the nature of the action taken by the employer.  

◼ Recently, the Women and Child Development Ministry directed all central ministries, 

departments and PSUs to ensure effective implementation of the Act. 

8. Question Hour [Polity: Parliament] 

Article: Uproar in Parliament over India-China clash (Page 10, Dec 14) 

Context: 

The Opposition staged a walkout in both Houses of Parliament on Tuesday after being denied a 

discussion on the recent clash between Indian and Chinese soldiers in the Tawang sector in 

Arunachal Pradesh. 

Question Hour 

◼ The first hour of every parliamentary sitting is alotted for the Question Hour.  

◼ However, in 2014 the Question Hour was shifted in the Rajya Sabha from 11 am to 12 noon.  

◼ During this one hour, Members of Parliament (MPs) ask questions to ministers and hold them 

accountable for the functioning of their ministries. 

◼ The questions can also be asked to the private members. 



 

◼ The presiding officers of the both Houses (Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha) are the final 

authority with respect to the conduct of Question Hour. 

◼ Question Hour in both Houses is held on all days of the session.  

◼ But there are two days when an exception is made: 

▪ When the President addresses MPs from both Houses. 

▪ On the day the Finance Minister presents the Budget. 

There are three types of questions asked: 

◼ Starred question (distinguished by an asterisk)- this requires an oral answer and hence 

supplementary questions can follow. 

◼ Unstarred question- this requires a written answer and hence, supplementary questions cannot 

follow. 

◼ Short notice question is one that is asked by giving a notice of less than ten days. It is 

answered orally. 

9. India- China face off in the Tawang sector [IR: India & Its Neighbourhood] 

Article: Indian and Chinese soldiers clash near Arunachal border (Front Page, Dec 13) 

Context: 

Indian and Chinese soldiers suffered “minor injuries” in a face-off along the Line of Actual Control 

(LAC) in the Tawang sector of Arunachal Pradesh on December 9, the Army said on Monday evening. 

About India- China face off in the Tawang sector 

◼ Soldiers of the two sides clashed in an area called Yangtse, in the upper reaches of Tawang sector 

in Arunachal Pradesh.  

◼ Tawang, indeed nearly all of Arunachal, is claimed by China.  

◼ It is one of the more serious dispute points between India and 

China in the overall border question. 

◼ Tawang is the birthplace of the sixth Dalai Lama and an important 

pilgrimage centre for Tibetan Buddhists.  

◼ The 14th Dalai Lama took refuge in Tawang after he crossed over 

from Tibet to India in 1959, spending some days in the monastery 

there before proceeding further. 

◼ Within Tawang, there are three “agreed areas” of differing Indian and Chinese perceptions of the 

LAC. 

◼ Yangtse, which is about 25 km from Tawang town, north of the Lungroo grazing ground, is one 

of these areas.  

◼ As a result, it has been the site of regular “physical contact” between the Indian Army and the 

PLA, especially as the high ground is on the Indian side, giving it a commanding view of the 

Chinese side. 

◼ Yangtse is one of the 25 contested areas along the 3488-km Line of Actual Control between the 

two countries, stretching from the Western Sector to Middle Sector to Eastern Sector. 

◼ A majority of these areas – Yangtse included – were identified by the two sides during multiple 

meetings of the Joint Working Group (JWG) in the 1990s, during exchange of maps for the 

Middle Sector in 2000, and comparison of maps for the Western Sector in 2002.  

◼ The remaining contested areas were identified over a period of time due to PLA actions. 

◼ During the expert group meeting in 2002, maps for the LAC in the Western Sector pertaining to 

eastern Ladakh were to be exchanged.  



 

◼ But the Chinese side refused to formally exchange the maps, effectively stalling the process of 

clarifying the LAC mentioned in the 1993 Agreement for maintaining peace and tranquility on 

the border that was signed between Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao and Chinese Premier Li 

Peng. 

 
 

10. Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) [IR: Important Groupings & Agreements] 

Article: OIC chief’s visit to LoC sparks fresh criticism (Front Page, Dec 14) 

Context: 

India on Tuesday strongly condemned the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) saying the 

organisation had “lost its credibility”. 

About Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) 

◼ The Organization of Islamic Cooperation is an alliance of currently 56 countries in which Islam 

plays a significant role.  

◼ These are countries with Islam as the state religion, but also those in which Muslims form the 

majority of the population.  

◼ The OIC's 56 current members are located primarily in North Africa, the Near East, and South 

Asia.  

◼ The main objective of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation is to promote cooperation between 

Muslim states in the fields of culture, science, social cooperation and the economy.  

◼ An essential part of its work is also the protection of the Islamic faith and the holy sites. 

◼ The association was founded on September 25, 1969 in Morocco under the name "Organization 

of the Islamic Conference".  

◼ The original goal of the 25 members at the time was to liberate the Al-Aqsa Mosque after Israel's 

occupation of Jerusalem. 

◼ The supreme organ of the OIC is the Islamic Summit Conference, which meets at irregular 

intervals and is attended by the government leaders of the member states who decide on 

fundamental issues. 



 

◼ There are also numerous subordinate bodies, such as the Islamic Development Bank, the Islamic 

Organization for Education, Science and Culture, and the Broadcasting Corporation of the Islamic 

States. 

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

11. Bad Bank & Non Performing Issues [Economy: Banking Sector & NBFCs] 

Article: Bad loans written off by banks in the last five years (Page 8, Dec 14) 

Context: 

10.09 In ₹ lakh crore, the worth of the bad loans written off by banks during the last five financial 

years, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman informed Parliament. Non-performing assets, including 

those in respect of which full provisioning has been made on completion of four years, have been 

removed by way of write-off. 

About Bad bank 

◼ A bad bank is a corporate entity that alienates illiquid and risky assets held by banks and financial 

institutions or a group of banks.  

◼ It is created to help banks clean their balance sheets by transferring their bad loans so that the 

banks can focus on their core business of taking deposits and lending money. 

◼ The first bad bank in the world was created in 1988 by US-based Mellon Bank to hold its stressed 

assets.  

◼ Following this success, it became a phenomenon of sorts and the model was followed in several 

countries such as the US, Finland, Sweden, Indonesia and Belgium. 

About Non-performing Asset (NPA) 

◼ A non performing asset (NPA) is a loan or advance for which the principal or interest payment 

remained overdue for a period of 90 days. 

◼ Banks are required to classify NPAs further into Substandard, Doubtful and Loss assets. 

◼ Substandard assets: Assets which has remained NPA for a period less than or equal to 12 

months. 

◼ Doubtful assets: An asset would be classified as doubtful if it has remained in the substandard 

category for a period of 12 months. 

◼ Loss assets: As per RBI, “Loss asset is considered uncollectible and of such little value that its 

continuance as a bankable asset is not warranted, although there may be some salvage or recovery 

value.” 

◼ The scheme is a Central Sector Scheme. (i.e. fully funded by the Ministry of Housing and Urban 

Affairs). 

 

 

 

 

 



 

12. Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972 [Biodiversity: Conservation] 

Article: A conservation Bill that endangers forest rights (Page 6, Dec 14) 

About Protection of wildlife in India 

◼ In India, wildlife conservation and protection are maintained under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 

1972 (‘The Act’).  

◼ The Act is a product of the times when environmental jurisprudence was rapidly developing in 

India with due credit to judicial activism.  

◼ The Constitutional framework for the protection of wildlife, forest, and environment are present 

under Article 21 of the Constitution of India.  

◼ The right to life includes the right of living in a clean and healthy environment.  

◼ Article 48A of the Directive Principle of State Policy puts a non-binding obligation on the state 

to protect and conserve the environment and to safeguard forest and wildlife.  

◼ Article 51A(g), too, puts a non-binding obligation on the citizens to protect the forest, wildlife, 

rivers, and animals of the country.  

There is a set of laws that concerns itself with environmental protection and wildlife which are: 

▪ Environmental Protection Act, 1986 

▪ Forest Conservation Act, 1980 

▪ Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 

▪ Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 

▪ Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act,1974 

 

About Wildlife Protection Act (WPA), 1972 

◼ The Act is a small piece of model legislation that only covered birds and animals specified as per 

the Schedule present under the Act.  

◼ It gave the State Governments the power to protect and preserve animals and birds as per Section 

3.  

◼ Section 3 also prohibited the capturing, killing, selling, buying, possessing of the animals 

including their plumage (feathers).  

◼ Section 4 granted an exemption to Section 3, only when the state government was of the opinion 

that the above-mentioned measures are in the interest of scientific research.  

◼ A person can then be granted a license subjected to further restrictions if any.  

◼ Another exception was available under Section 3.  

◼ The exception allowed a person to kill or capture animals and birth in self-defence of himself, or 

other, or in the self-defence of property.  

◼ The Wildlife Protection Act protects all kinds of animals from amphibians to birds, mammals, 

and reptiles under Section 2(1).  

◼ The definition is exhaustive and can accommodate a variety of animals within the scope of 

protection.  

◼ The Act extends protection to specified plants that cannot be destroyed and damaged without the 

approval of the government.  

Director of wildlife preservation  

◼ The Central Government is empowered to appoint the Director of Wildlife Preservation 

under Section 3.  

◼ The Director shall be subjected to general or specific directions by the Central Government.  

◼ The Central Government can also appoint any other officers as it may be deemed necessary. 



 

Chief Wildlife Warden 

◼ The State Government is required to appoint the Chief Wildlife Warden, Wildlife Wardens, and 

Honorary Wildlife Wardens under Section 4 respectively.  

◼ The Chief Wildlife Warden will be subject to the general or special directions of the State 

Government.  

13. Meteor showers [Space Technology] 

Article: What is the Geminids meteor shower, and where can you watch it (The Indian Express, 

Dec 13) 

About Meteor showers 

◼ Meteors are usually fragments of comets. As they enter the Earth’s atmosphere at high speed, 

they burn up, creating a spectacular “shower”. 

◼ According to NASA, “Meteors come from leftover comet particles and bits from asteroids. When 

these objects come around the Sun, they leave a dusty trail behind them. Every year Earth passes 

through these debris trails, which allows the bits to collide with our atmosphere where they 

disintegrate to create fiery and colorful streaks in the sky.” 

About Geminids 

◼ Geminids are one of the best and most reliable annual meteor showers.  

◼ If their peak coincides with the new moon, and if the weather is clear, the Geminids can produce 

approximately 100-150 meteors per hour for viewing.  

◼ The Geminids are unique because unlike most meteor showers, they originate not from a comet, 

but from an asteroid, the 3200 Phaethon.  

◼ The 3200 Phaethon was discovered on October 11, 1983.  

◼ It is named after the Greek mythology character Phaethon, son of the Sun God Helios.  

◼ It takes 1.4 years to complete one round of the Sun.  

◼ As the 3200 Phaethon moves close to the Sun while orbiting it, the rocks on its surface heat up 

and break off.  

◼ When the Earth passes through the trail of this debris, the Geminids are caused. 

 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

14. Elo ratings in Football [Sports events in News] 

Article: Morocco’s magical run is a historically rare occurrence (Page 7, Dec 14) 

About Elo ratings in Football 

◼ Elo ratings are used to measure a team’s relative strength.  

◼ The Elo system assigns a rating to each nation, using the results of previous international games.  

◼ It adds weight based on the opponent’s strength and makes adjustments for the home team’s 

advantage and the goal difference.  

◼ For this analysis, the Elo ratings at the start of each World Cup were considered. 

Morocco became the first African team to make the semifinals of the World Cup 

 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

Judicial Appointments 

Why is there friction between the government and the judiciary? (Page 8, Text & Context, Dec 13) 

 

 



 

 

 


