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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Uttarakhand Public Services (Horizontal Reservation for Women) Bill, 2022 [Govt Policies 

& Initiatives] 

Article: Uttarakhand passes Bill giving 30% job quota to women: What is the provision, why it 

ended up in court (The Indian Express, Dec 9) 

Context:  

The Uttarakhand Assembly on November 30 passed a Bill to provide 30 per cent horizontal 

reservation to local women in state government services. This comes weeks after the Supreme Court 

lifted an Uttarakhand High Court stay on a 2006 order of the government, providing the same benefit.  

About the Bill 

◼ In the Bill’s statement of objects and reasons, the government says that due to Uttarakhand’s 

geographical structure, people living in remote areas lead a difficult life, especially the women.  

◼ Because of this, their standard of living is below the women of other states.  

◼ Also, women have very little representation in the state’s public services. 

◼ The Bill proposes to plug these gaps by providing women with 30 per cent horizontal reservation 

in public services and posts, in addition to the existing quotas applicable in the state.  

◼ The beneficiaries need to be women with a domicile certificate of Uttarakhand. 

◼ The reservation will be applicable for posts in local authorities, Uttarakhand co-operative 

committees in which the holding of the state government is not less than 51 per cent of share 

capital, board or corporation or legal body established by any central or Uttarakhand State Act 

which is under the ownership or control of the state government, and any educational institution 

under the ownership and control of the state government or which receives grants in aid from the 

state government. 

◼ If enough women are not available to fill the reserved seats, they wil be filled with qualified male 

candidates in the order of proficiency. 

Horizontal reservation 

• In December 2020, the Supreme Court clarified the position of the law on the interplay of 

vertical and horizontal reservations.  

• While a vertical reservation applies separately for each of the groups specified under the law, 

the horizontal quota is always applied separately to each vertical category, and not across the 

board. 

• Reservation for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward Classes is referred 

to as vertical reservation.  

• Horizontal reservation refers to the equal opportunity provided to other categories of 

beneficiaries such as women, veterans, the transgender community, and individuals with 

disabilities, cutting through the vertical categories. 

• For example, if women have 50 per cent horizontal quota, then half of the selected candidates 

will have to necessarily be women in each vertical quota category — i.e., half of all selected 

SC candidates will have to be women, half of the unreserved or general category will have to 

be women, and so on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

2. National Party Status in India [Polity: Elections] 

Article: After Gujarat results, AAP set for upgrade: What it takes to become a ‘national party’ in 

India (The Indian Express, Dec 9) 

What is a National Party? 

◼ The name suggests that a national party would be one that has a presence ‘nationally’, as opposed 

to a regional party whose presence is restricted to only a particular state or region. 

◼ National parties are usually India’s bigger parties, such as the Congress and BJP.  

◼ However, some smaller parties, like the communist parties, are also recognised as national parties.  

◼ A certain stature is sometimes associated with being a national party, but this does not necessarily 

translate into having a lot of national political clout. 

◼ Some parties, despite being dominant in a major state — such as the DMK in Tamil Nadu, BJD 

in Odisha, YSRCP in Andhra Pradesh, RJD in Bihar, or TRS in Telangana — and having a major 

say in national affairs, remain regional parties. 

Defining a national party  

◼ The ECI has laid down the technical criterion for a party to be recognised as a national party.  

◼ A party may gain or lose national party status from time to time, depending on the fulfilment of 

these laid-down conditions. 

◼ As per the ECI’s Political Parties and Election Symbols, 2019 handbook, a political party would 

be considered a national party if: 

1. It is ‘recognised’ in four or more states; or 

2. If its candidates polled at least 6% of total valid votes in any four or more states in the 

last Lok Sabha or Assembly elections and has at least four MPs in the last Lok Sabha polls; 

or 

3. If it has won at least 2% of the total seats in the Lok Sabha from not less than three states. 

◼ To be recognised as a state party, a party needs: 

1. At least 6% vote-share in the last Assembly election and have at least 2 MLAs; or 

2. Have 6% vote-share in the last Lok Sabha elections from that state and at least one MP from 

that state; or 

3. At least 3% of the total number of seats or three seats, whichever is more, in the last 

Assembly elections; or 

4. At least one MP for every 25 members or any fraction allotted to the state in the Lok Sabha; 

or 

5. Have at least 8% of the total valid votes in the last Assembly election or Lok Sabha election 

from the state. 

• As of now, the ECI has recognised eight parties as national parties — the BJP, Congress, 

Trinamool Congress, CPI(M), CPI, Nationalist Congress Party(NCP), Bahujan Samaj 

Party (BSP), and Conrad Sangma’s National People’s Party (NPP), which was recognised in 

2019.  

• Once the official results of the Gujarat elections are announced, AAP will become the ninth 

party to be recognised as a national party. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. India’s Central Asia Outreach [IR: Bilateral Relations] 

Article: India’s Central Asia outreach (The Indian Express, Dec 9) 

Context: 

National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval hosted a meeting of his counterparts from five Central 

Asian countries — Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan — in New 

Delhi on December 6. All countries except Turkmenistan sent their NSAs; Ashgabat was represented 

by its ambassador in New Delhi. 

India's Engagement with Central Asia 

◼ The Silk Route connected India with Central Asia from the 3rd century BC to the 15th century 

AD.  

◼ From the export of Buddhism to the lasting influence of Bollywood, India has shared old and 

deep cultural ties with the region. 

◼ In 1955, during a 16-day visit to the erstwhile Soviet Union, Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 

travelled to Almaty, Tashkent, and Ashgabat, all of which became capitals of newly-independent 

countries after the 1991 collapse of the USSR. 

◼ Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao visited Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan in 1992, and 

Turkmenistan and Kyrgyzstan in 1995.  

◼ In 2003, Atal Bihari Vajpayee became the first Prime Minister to visit Tajikistan; he had travelled 

to Kazakhstan in the previous year.  

◼ Manmohan Singh visited Uzbekistan in 2006, and the Kazakh capital Astana in 2011. 

◼ Despite India’s focus on its other relationships — the US (nuclear deal), China (2003 border pact), 

and Pakistan (in the aftermath of the 2008 Mumbai terror attacks — diplomatic parts continued 

to move on Central Asia.  

◼ India also attended Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summits, which were attended by the 

Central Asian countries, and put in its request for membership. 

◼ Focussed engagement began with the “Connect Central Asia policy” in 2012, which received a 

fillip with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to all five Central Asian countries in July 2015 

— the first by an Indian Prime Minister. 

Battle for strategic space 

◼ Central Asia has always been seen as Russia’s backyard — some 20-30% of the population is of 

Russian origin, and Russian is spoken widely. 

◼ Central Asia is extremely rich in mineral and natural resources.  

◼ Kazakhstan has one of the biggest reserves of uranium, besides stores of coal, lead, zinc, gold, 

and iron ore.  

◼ The Kyryz Republic is rich in gold and hydro-power, and Turkmenistan has one of the world’s 

largest reserves of natural gas.  

◼ Tajikistan has huge hydro-power potential and Uzbekistan has gold, uranium, and natural gas. 

◼ For India, engagement with the Central Asian countries is important because of a range of reasons 

— security cooperation after the Taliban takeover in Afghanistan; to counter China’s influence in 

the region; plans for connectivity with Europe including the International North South Transport 

Corridor (INSTC); to meet its energy needs (Turkmenistan is part of the proposed TAPI gas 

pipeline); and for reasons of old cultural links and trade potential. 

 

 

 



 

India’s engagement 

◼ The recent engagement began with the India-Central Asia foreign ministers’ meeting on 

December 19, 2021.  

◼ That meeting was held against the backdrop of the fall of Kabul in mid-August last year, and a 

little more than a month after the NSAs of Central Asian countries, along with the NSAs of Russia 

and Iran, attended the Afghanistan-focussed Regional Security Dialogue in New Delhi.  

◼ Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan and Tajikistan share borders with Afghanistan. 

◼ At the December 19 meeting, External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar told his Central Asia 

counterparts that their “concerns and objectives” in Afghanistan were “similar”, and their goal 

was “a truly inclusive and representative government, the fight against terrorism and drug 

trafficking, ensuring unhindered humanitarian assistance and preserving the rights of women, 

children and the minorities”. 

◼ This was followed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s January 27, 2022 virtual summit with the 

leaders of the Central Asian countries, in which he called for an integrated approach to regional 

cooperation and flagged Afghanistan as a common concern.  

◼ Modi and the five Central Asian leaders decided, among other things, to hold a leaders’ summit 

every two years; regular meetings among their foreign and trade ministers; a joint working group 

on Afghanistan; joint counter-terrorism exercises between India and interested Central Asian 

countries; and a group to operationalise the use of Chabahar port by all five countries. 

4. India’s G20 Presidency [IR: Important Groupings & Agreements] 

Article: What will India offer during its presidency of the G20? (Page 10) 

Context: 

On December 1, India assumed the presidency of the G20 forum. Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

called it a “huge opportunity for India”.  

About G20: Background 

◼ The G20 comprises Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, 

Indonesia, Italy, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, 

Turkey, the U.K., the U.S. and the European Union. 

◼ The G20 forum was established in 1999 by the Finance Ministers and central bank governors of 

seven countries – Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the U.K., and the U.S. after a meeting 

in Washington DC.  

◼ The uniting factor was the 1997-98 financial crisis and its aftermath. 

◼ The first meeting of G20 leaders took place in 1999, and it was elevated to the level of heads of 

government/state in 2008.  

◼ In 2009, G20 was designated the “premier forum for international economic cooperation”.  

◼ The forum initially dealt with matters related to macroeconomics, but over the years, its agenda 

has expanded to cover issues relating to trade, climate change, sustainable development, health, 

agriculture, energy, and environment.  

What does India’s presidency mean?  

◼ The G20 Summit is held annually under a rotating presidency, which rests with India for 2023.  

◼ The group does not have a permanent secretariat, and the presidency is supported by the previous, 

current, and future holders of the post, together called the troika.  

◼ Along with India, 2023’s troika includes Indonesia and Brazil.  

◼ As the President-nation, India will host the 18th G20 Heads of State and Government Summit in 

December 2023 in New Delhi.  



 

◼ Apart from hosting the summit and setting the theme, the G20 presidency does not come with any 

formal powers.  

◼ However, India plans on showcasing its philosophies of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (one earth, 

one family, one future), and LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment) through the theme and the logo 

of the event.  

◼ India’s presidency also comes as many countries witness inflation and recession trends, 

compounded by the Russia-Ukraine war and the standoff between the European Union and 

Russia.  

◼ India’s own problems with China, also a part of the G20 group, pose a potential issue for the 

effective functioning of the forum.  

◼ However, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s brief interaction with Chinese President Xi Jinping 

during the G20 Summit in Indonesia in November 2022 has left experts feeling optimistic about 

the situation.  

How does the G20 forum work? 

◼ The processes under G20 are divided into two parallel tracks — the finance track and the sherpa 

track.  

◼ The finance track is led by Finance Ministers and central bank governors of member nations, who 

meet throughout the year.  

◼ Sherpas, who are personal emissaries of leaders, lead the sherpa track.  

◼ They oversee negotiations all through the year, discussing agenda items for the summit and 

coordinating the substantive work of the G20.  

◼ Working groups designed around specific themes operate within both tracks.  

◼ These include representatives from relevant ministries of member nations and invited/guest 

countries too.  

◼ Various international organisations such as the United Nations, International Monetary Fund, and 

the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development also participate in working 

groups. 

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

5. Remittance [Economy: Growth & Development] 

Article: The sustained growth in remittances (Page 10) 

Context: 

Remittances to India are set to touch a record $100 billion in 2022, according to the World Bank’s 

latest Migration and Development Brief titled, ‘Remittances Brave Global Headwinds’. India 

received $89.4 billion in 2021 — this is the first time a country will reach the $100 billion mark. 

About Remittance 

◼ It denotes a sum of money sent by one party to another.  

◼ These days, the term describes the money sent by someone working abroad to their family back 

home.  

◼ In the case of India, the largest sources of remittances have been from Indians working in the Gulf 

Cooperation Council (GCC) countries (UAE, Bahrain, Saudi Arabia, Oman, Qatar, Kuwait), and 

the U.S./U.K. 

◼ World remittances are expected to touch $794 billion in 2022, up from $781 billion in 2021.  

◼ This represents a growth of 4.9%, compared to 10.2% in 2021, which was the highest since 2010.  



 

◼ The top five recipient countries this year are expected to be India ($100 billion), followed by 

Mexico ($60 billion), China ($50 billion), the Philippines ($38 billion) and Egypt ($32 billion). 

Reasons behind the sustained growth in remittances 

◼ According to the World Bank, one of the main reasons is the gradual reopening of various sectors 

in host-country economies, following pandemic-induced closures and travel disruptions.  

◼ This “improved migrant workers’ incomes and employment situations and thereby their ability to 

send money home.”  

◼ An allied reason was the “migrants’ determination to help their families back home” during the 

tough post-pandemic recovery phase.  

Reasons behind the resilience of India’s inward remittance flows 

◼ The report points to a structural shift in India’s remittance economy, both in terms of the top 

destination countries, and the nature of the jobs held by migrants.  

◼ It notes that “remittances have benefitted from a gradual structural shift in Indian migrants’ key 

destinations from largely low-skilled, informal employment in the Gulf Cooperation Council 

(GCC) countries to a dominant share of high-skilled jobs in high-income countries such as the 

U.S., the U.K., and East Asia (Singapore, Japan, Australia, New Zealand).”  

◼ With 20% of India’s emigrants in the U.S. and the U.K., “the structural shift in qualifications and 

destinations has accelerated growth in remittances tied to high-salaried jobs, especially in 

services,” states the report.  

◼ This made a big difference during the pandemic, when “Indian migrants in high-income countries 

worked from home and benefitted from large fiscal stimulus packages” while in the post-

pandemic phase, “wage hikes and record-high employment conditions supported remittance 

growth in the face of high inflation”. 

◼ In the GCC countries, Indian migrants benefited from governments’ direct support measures to 

keep inflation low.  

◼ Finally, the report adds that Indian migrants may also have “taken advantage” of the depreciation 

of the Indian rupee vis-à-vis the U.S. dollar – it fell by 10% between January and September 2022 

– to increase their remittances. 

 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

6. Maulana Azad National Fellowship (MANF) [Fellowships in News] 

Article: Centre to stop Maulana Azad Fellowship for minority students (Page 12) 

Context: 

The Centre has decided to discontinue the Maulana Azad National Fellowship (MANF), a scholarship 

for students from the minority communities, from this year. The scholarship was launched during the 

UPA government as part of implementing the Sachar panel recommendations. 

Maulana Azad National Fellowship (MANF) 

◼ The Maulana Azad National Fellowship was launched in 2009.  

◼ It provided financial assistance to students from six notified minority communities – Buddhists, 

Christians, Jains, Muslims, Parsis and Sikhs – to pursue MPhil and PhD. 

◼ The scheme was launched as part of measures to implement the recommendations of the Sachar 

Committee, which studied the socio-economic condition of Muslims in India. 

 

 

 

 



 

No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair 

Date 

1 GM Mustard Field trials of GM mustard DMH-11 

showed high yield, says Minister for 

Science (Page 14) 

3 November 2022 

2 National Commission for 

Women (NCW) 

Probe firing of transwoman teacher, 

NCW tells U.P. Chief Secretary (Front 

Page) 

29 October 2022 

 

 


