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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Gyanvapi Mosque [Art & Culture: Religious Sites in news] 

Article: SC extends protection for area around ‘shivling’ (Page 12) 

About Gyanvapi Mosque 

✓ The Gyanvapi Mosque is located in Banaras, Uttar Pradesh, India.  

✓ It was constructed on the site of an older Shiva temple which had been demolished by Aurangzeb 

in 1669.  

✓ It is said that Vishwanath temple was demolished upon Aurangzeb's order to demolish all the 

schools and temples of the non-believers.  

✓ Gyanvapi mosque was erected on the debris of this temple. 

✓ Then about a century later, Ahilya Holkar, the queen of Indore built a new Kashi Vishwanath 

temple next to the mosque in 1780. 

✓ It is one of the more prominent of the 12 Jyotirlingas of Shiva, Vishveshvara or Vishvanath, that 

is also mentioned in the Skanda Purana. 

Revise Places of Worship Act, 1991. 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. Centre’s Kisan Rail Scheme [Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article: In a win-win, Punjab to supply paddy straw to fodder shortage-hit Kerala (Page 7) 

Context:  

Punjab has agreed to supply paddy straw to Kerala for use as fodder for livestock as the dairy sector 

in the southern State faces an acute shortage of green fodder and hay. The two States have agreed to 

transport paddy straw to Kerala using the Centre’s Kisan Rail scheme. 

About Centre’s Kisan Rail Scheme 

✓ Indian Railways is running the Kisan Rail train services, to transport perishables and agri-product, 

including milk, meat and fish.  

✓ The primary objective of running Kisan Rail trains is to 

increase the income in farm sector by connecting 

production centers to markets and consumption centers. 

Salient features 

✓ This is multi-commodity, multi-consignor/consignee, 

multi-loading/unloading transportation product which is 

aimed at providing wider market to Kisan. 

✓ The first Kisan Rail train was flagged-off on 07.08.2020 

between Devlali (Maharashtra) and Danapur (Bihar). 

✓ The Kisan Rail trains are run on time-tabled paths, and their punctuality is strictly monitored to 

avoid any en-route detentions and delays.  

✓ Enables movement of perishables including fruits, vegetables, meat, poultry, fishery and dairy 

products from production or surplus regions to consumption or deficient regions 

✓ 50 percent subsidy is given in freight (being borne by Ministry of Food Processing Industries 

under ‘Operation Greens – TOP to Total’ scheme) for transportation of fruits and vegetables; 

✓ No minimum limit on quantity that can be booked, enabling even small and marginal farmers to 

reach bigger and distant markets. 
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Commodities covered 

✓ Perishables including fruits, vegetables, meat, poultry, fishery and dairy products. 

✓ Main crops/farm-produce transported via Kisan Rail train include oranges, onion, potato, banana, 

mango, tomato, pomegranate, custard apple, capsicum, chikoo, carrot, etc. 

3. Higher Education- Rankings [Education Sector] 

Article: Autonomy oils the wheels of higher education excellence (Page 8, Editorial) 

About QS World University Ranking  

✓ QS World University Rankings is an annual publication of university rankings by Quacquarelli 

Symonds.  

✓ The QS system comprises three parts: the global overall ranking, the subject rankings, and five 

independent regional tables—namely Asia, Latin America, Emerging Europe and Central Asia, 

the Arab Region, and BRICS. 

✓ Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) is the world's top University for the 11 

consecutive year. 

✓ The latest edition of QS World University Rankings features 41 Indian universities, of which 12 

improved their positions, 12 remained stable, 10 declined and seven are new entries. 

✓ The IISc ranks 155th globally, and is the global leader in the citations per faculty (CpF) indicator, 

which QS uses to evaluate the impact of the research produced by universities. It is the fastest 

rising South Asian university among the top-200 universities in the QS rankings, having climbed 

31 places year on year. 

✓ The IIT Bombay, which was the top Indian university in QS World University Rankings of the 

previous edition, is the second best Indian institution this time and climbed five places globally to 

reach the 172 rank. 

About Times Higher Education (THE) Ranking 

✓ Times Higher Education ranking includes a record number of 1,799 universities from 104 

countries and regions. 

✓ This year, the Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore has secured the top place among Indian 

universities.  

✓ IISc has been placed under the 251-300 bracket.  

✓ Five Indian universities made it into the world’s top 500 varsities.  

✓ Globally, the University of Oxford continued to retain the top spot for the seventh consecutive 

year. 

✓ The US is the most-represented country overall with 177 institutions in the overall ranking list. 

About Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) 

✓ The Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU) is released by Shanghai Ranking 

Consultancy.  

✓ Harvard University from the USA stands tall in the ARWU Ranking 2021. 

✓ A total of 14 Indian universities were featured in the Shanghai Ranking's Academic Ranking of 

World Universities 2021.  

✓ Indian Institute of Science (IISc) secured the top rank in the country. It is followed by the 

University of Calcutta and Banaras Hindu University. 

✓ World Rank 401-500: Indian Institute of Science 

✓ World Rank 601-700: University of Calcutta University of Calcutta 

✓ World Rank 701-800: Banaras Hindu University. 

Revise NEP from previous current affairs. 
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4. U.S. India Economic and Financial Partnership Meeting [IR: Bilateral Relations (India- 

U.S)] 

Article: Yellen pushes for global cooperation on the regulation of cryptocurrency (Page 14, 

Business) 

Context: 

United States’ Treasury Secretary Janet Yellen and Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman discussed 

issues relating to cryptocurrency regulation during her maiden official visit to India on Friday, with 

Ms. Yellen mooting international cooperation to set high regulatory standards for crypto assets and 

reduce the cost of cross-border payments. 

About U.S. India Economic and Financial Partnership Meeting 

✓ The U.S. Treasury and Ministry of Finance launched Economic and Financial Partnership in 

2010 as a framework to cement the economic bonds between the two nations and build a 

foundation for greater cooperation and economic growth.   

✓ This is the ninth meeting of the Economic and Financial Partnership. 

✓ During the ministerial meeting, the extensive efforts that have recently been undertaken by both 

sides to deepen cooperation in a number of areas are evaluated and enhanced the mutual 

understanding on topics of global consequence.   

✓ There had been productive discussions on a range of subjects, including the macroeconomic 

outlook, supply chain resilience, climate finance, multilateral engagement, global debt 

vulnerabilities, anti-money laundering and combating the financing of terrorism.   

✓ The United States and India look forward to sustained engagement through the longstanding 

U.S.-India Financial Regulatory Dialogue, a platform for discussing emerging financial sector 

issues and priority areas, including banking and insurance sector reforms, capital market 

development, digital assets and payment system modernization, sustainable finance, and data 

security and protection frameworks.     

✓ Both countries underscore their commitment towards exploring promising avenues of mutual 

collaboration, including India’s maiden IFSC in GIFT City, Gujarat, during the 11th U.S.-India 

Financial Regulatory Dialogue to be held in the first half of 2023. 

✓ This ninth meeting of the Economic and Financial Partnership reflected the growing importance 

of the U.S.-India relationship and the increasing economic and financial ties between our two 

economies.   

✓ Both sides eagerly anticipate continued dialogue under the Economic and Financial Partnership 

and the further strengthening of our bilateral relationship. 
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GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

5. U.S. Treasury- Currency Monitoring List [Economy: External Sector] 

Article: U.S. Treasury removes India from Currency Monitoring List (Page 12) 

About US’ Currency Monitoring List 

✓ The US Department of Treasury on Thursday delivered its semiannual Report to Congress on 

‘Macroeconomic and Foreign Exchange Policies of Major Trading Partners of the United States’.  

✓ The report reviews the policies of the US’ trading partners during the last four quarters ending in 

June 2022. 

✓ The report also includes a review of the Treasury’s ‘Monitoring List’.  

✓ The list closely monitors the currency practices and policies of some of the US’ major trade 

partners. 

✓ The report states that economies that meet two or three criteria in the 2015 Act are placed on the 

list.  

✓ Under this legislation, the Treasury Department has to assess the macroeconomic and exchange 

rate policies of the US’ trading partners for three specific criteria: 

1. A significant bilateral trade surplus with the United States is a goods and services trade 

surplus that is at least $15 billion. 

2. A material current account surplus is one that is at least 3% of GDP, or a surplus for which 

Treasury estimates there is a material current account “gap” using Treasury’s Global 

Exchange Rate Assessment Framework (GERAF). 

3. Persistent, one-sided intervention occurs when net purchases of foreign currency are 

conducted repeatedly, in at least 8 out of 12 months, and these net purchases total at least 2% 

of an economy’s GDP over a 12-month period. 

✓ Once on the list, an economy will remain there for at least two consecutive reports so that the 

Treasury can assess whether any improvements in performance is durable and not due to 

temporary factors. 

Countries which are on the US’ currency 

monitoring list 

• China 

• Japan 

• Korea 

• Germany 

• Malaysia 

• Singapore 

• Taiwan 

 

Why was India removed from the list? 

✓ India and four other countries were removed from the Monitoring List as they now only met one 

of the three criteria for two consecutive reports.  

✓ India has been on the list for about two years. 
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6.  Index of Industrial Production (IIP) [Economy: Growth & Development] 

Article: Sept. industrial output grows 3.1%, manufacturing stays weak (Page 14, Business) 

Context: 

India’s industrial output grew 3.1% in September, rebounding from the previous month’s contraction, 

as a double-digit rise in electricity generation helped offset continued weakness in manufacturing 

output growth at 1.8%. 

About Index of Industrial Production (IIP) 

✓ The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is an index which shows the growth rates in different 

industry groups of the economy in a stipulated period of time.  

✓ The IIP index is computed and published by the Central Statistical Organisation (CSO) on a 

monthly basis.  

✓ IIP is a composite indicator that measures the growth rate of industry groups classified under,  

• Broad sectors, namely, Mining, Manufacturing and Electricity  

• Use-based sectors, namely Basic Goods, Capital Goods and Intermediate Goods.  

✓ Currently IIP figures are calculated considering 2004-05 as base year.  

7. Himalayan Gray Langur (Chamba Sacred Langur) [Different species in news] 

Article: Altitude decides simians’ attitude to diet (Page 12) 

Context: 

Differences in altitude make a primate species in the same Himalayan habitat choose between 

flowers and fruits as food options beyond their staple menu of leaves, a new study has revealed.  

About Himalayan Gray Langur 

✓ The Himalayan Gray Langur or the Chamba Sacred Langur (Semnopithecus ajax) is a colobine, 

meaning leaf-eating monkey.  

✓ It is considered an endangered species globally as its 

population is estimated to be less than 1,500 mature 

individuals in 15-20 groups.  

✓ It is confined to the Chamba Valley of the Western 

Himalayas in Himachal Pradesh state in India. 

✓ Fragmentation, deforestation, persecution and retaliatory 

killing due to crop raiding, and commercial horticulture expansion are threats of serious concern 

confronting the Himalayan grey langurs.  

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

103rd Amendment to the Constitution  

- In EWS verdict, a discrimination antithetical to equality (Page 8, Editorial) 
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