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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Karnataka reclassifies Vokkaligas, Lingayats to increase their share of OBC quota [Govt 

Policies & Interventions] 

Article: Experts skeptical of proposal to enhance reservation for Lingayats and Vokkaligas (Page 

5) 

Context:  

The Karnataka Cabinet Thursday decided to categorise the two dominant communities in the state, 

Vokkaligas and Lingayats, as “moderately backward” from the “backward” category in a move that 

could increase their share in reservation for Other Backward Classes (OBC). 

About Lingayats 

◼ The Lingayats are a dominant community who make up nearly 17% of Karnataka’s six crore 

population .  

◼ The community can determine the outcome of polls in as many as 90-100 of the state’s 224 

Assembly constituencies.  

◼ The Lingayats, classified as a Hindu sub-caste called Veerashaiva Lingayats, are essentially 

followers of the 12th-century philosopher Saint Basavanna, who started a movement to help 

sections of society break away from the chains of caste. 

About Vokkaligas 

◼ The Vokkaliga caste originates in Karnataka. 

◼ In the former princely state of Mysore, the Vokkaligas were the largest community. 

◼ As a community of warriors and cultivators, they have historically wielded tremendous 

demographic, political, and economic dominance in Old Mysore. 

◼ The term Vokkaliga comes from the word Vokku, which means to thresh grains from crops. 

◼ Some of the sub-sects of this community are Gangadikaras, Namadhari Vokkaliga, Morasu 

Vokkaliga, Kunchitigas, Nonabas, and so on. 

About Basaveshwara- Personality in News 

◼ Basaveshwara or Basavanna was an Indian 12th-century statesman, philosopher, a poet and 

Lingayat saint in the Shiva-focussed Bhakti movement and a 

social reformer in Karnataka. 

◼ He lived during the reign of the Kalyani Chalukya/Kalachuri 

dynasty. 

◼ He was active during the rule of both dynasties but reached his 

peak of influence during the rule of King Bijjala II in 

Karnataka, India . 

◼ The traditional legends and hagiographic texts state Basava to 

be the founder of the Lingayats. 

◼ However, modern scholarship relying on historical evidence such as the Kalachuri inscriptions 

state that Basava was the poet-philosopher who revived, refined and energized an already existing 

tradition. 

 

 

 



 

2. Conflict in the South China Sea [IR: Geophysical Conflicts] 

Article: Chinese jet almost collides with US aircraft: What happened, and what is the South China 

Sea conflict (The Indian Express, Dec 31) 

What has the conflict in the South China Sea been about? 

◼ The South China Sea is one of the most contentious regions on the planet with multiple countries 

having territorial claims over its waters and islands.  

◼ Amidst China’s growing military aggression, the fate of the region has become of global concern.  

◼ The South China Sea lies just south of the Chinese mainland and is bordered by the countries of 

Brunei, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Taiwan and Vietnam.  

◼ As early as the 1970s, these countries began to claim islands (mostly uninhabited) throughout the 

sea to lay control over the various resources that the region possessed, such as untapped oil 

reserves, natural gas, and fishing areas.  

◼ It also has some of the most active shipping lanes on the planet. 

◼ Today, China’s sweeping claims over the sea have antagonised other countries in the region.  

◼ China claims the sea as its Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), arguing that other countries do not 

have the right to conduct any military or economic operation without its consent. 

◼ This claim is disputed by the southeast Asian countries and in 2016, the Permanent Court of 

Arbitration at The Hague issued its ruling on a claim brought against China by the Philippines 

under UNCLOS.  

◼ It ruled in favour of the Philippines on almost every count.  

◼ However, China, which itself is a signatory to UNCLOS, refused to acknowledge the court’s 

authority. 

◼ Recent satellite imagery of the region has had destabilising effects, showing China’s efforts to not 

only increase the size of existing islands but create artificial islands across the region.  

◼ According to the Council on Foreign Relations, China has constructed ports, military installations, 

and airstrips in these islands — particularly in the Paracel and Spratly Islands, where it has twenty 

and seven outposts, respectively.  

◼ China has also militarised Woody Island by deploying fighter jets, cruise missiles, and a radar 

system. 

◼ To protect the balance of power in the region, countries like the United States and Japan have 

come to the aid of the south-east Asian countries, providing them with military and economic aid. 

Code of Conduct for the South China Sea 

◼ In 1995, China illegally occupied the Mischief Reef, just 210 km from the Philippine island of 

Palawan.  

◼ Other ASEAN countries saw it as a blatant attempt to alter the status quo in the region. 

◼ As a response, ASEAN issued a Joint Communiqué in 1996 expressing concern over the situation 

in the South China Sea and calling “for the peaceful resolution of the dispute and self-restraint by 

parties concerned.”  

◼ Further, a regional code of conduct was proposed, which would “lay the foundation for long term 

stability in the area and foster understanding among claimant countries.” 

◼ After years of painful negotiation between ASEAN and China, a non-binding, aspirational 

Declaration of Conduct (DOC) in the South China Sea was arrived at in 2002. 

◼ However, China continued occupying more islands and resorting to military activities, causing 

ASEAN countries to express concerns about their sovereignty and interests. 

◼ On one hand, China has stonewalled any attempts to arrive at a binding Code of Conduct.  



 

◼ On the other, it has continued its own expansionist policies, making the region extremely volatile. 

Some recent developments 

◼ In May 2017, ASEAN and China adopted a Framework of a Code of Conduct in the South China 

Sea intended to “facilitate the work for the conclusion of an effective Code of Conduct on a 

mutually-agreed timeline.”  

◼ A year later, an agreement on a Single Draft South China Sea Code of Conduct Negotiating Text 

(SDNT) was agreed upon.  

◼ China’s position in the SDNT is based on the recognition of the nine-dash line, a line which 

marks China’s territorial claims, including a majority of the South China Sea.  

◼ In 2016, an arbitral tribunal constituted under UNCLOS concluded that China’s historic-rights 

claim over the maritime areas (as opposed to land territories and territorial waters) inside the nine-

dash line has no lawful effect if it exceeds what it is entitled to under the UNCLOS. 

◼ This has led to concern from countries outside the immediate region, calling on the ASEAN and 

China to ensure that the Code of Conduct is “consistent with existing international law, as 

reflected in UNCLOS.”  

◼ A departure from UNCLOS while creating the Code of Conduct could open a can of worms, not 

just in the South China Sea but also in the rest of the world, wherever there are territorial or 

maritime disputes. 

◼ Rajnath Singh’s comments come in this context as countries such as India, the USA, and Japan 

caution ASEAN from arriving at a code of conduct that will only benefit China.  

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

3. Small Savings Schemes [Economy: Fiscal Policy] 

Article: Most small savings plans to yield more in new quarter; PPF, Sukanya rates static (Front 

Page) 

Context: 

The Union government on Friday raised the interest rates on eight of the 12 small savings schemes 

by 20 to 110 basis points for the January-to-March quarter of 2023, but left the returns on the popular 

Public Provident Fund (PPF) unchanged at 7.1% for the 11th quarter in a row. (100 basis points 

(bps) equal one percentage point). 

About Small Savings Schemes 

◼ Small saving schemes are backed by the government and inculcate the saving habit among 

individuals to build a substantial corpus for retirement or exigencies that may arise in future. 

◼ These schemes, which are launched by the government, banks, and public sector financial 

institutions, offer attractive rates of interest and tax exemptions on investment. 

◼ The amount parked in the saving schemes could be used to pay for a mortgage, child’s education, 

marriage or even a medical emergency. 

◼ The schemes can be grouped under three heads - Post office deposits, savings certificates and 

social security schemes. 

◼ Postal Deposits comprises of savings account, recurring deposits, time deposits of varying 

maturities and monthly income scheme. 

◼ Savings Certificates includes National Small Savings Certificate (NSC) and Kisan Vikas Patra 

(KVP). 



 

◼ Social Security Schemes: Public Provident Fund, Senior Citizens Savings Scheme and Sukanya 

Samriddhi Account. 

About Public Provident Fund (PPF) 

◼ Public Provident Fund (PPF) is a government of India savings and investment scheme.  

◼ It is a long-term investment scheme popular among individuals who want to earn high but stable 

returns. 

◼ Public Provident Fund (PPF) was introduced in India in 1968 with the objective to mobilise small 

savings in the form of investment, coupled with a return on it.  

◼ It can also be called a savings-cum-tax savings investment vehicle that enables one to build a 

retirement corpus while saving on annual taxes.  

◼ The interest earned and the returns are not taxable under Income Tax.  

 
4. Investor Risk Reduction Access (IRRA)- SEBI [Economy: Capital Market] 

Article: SEBI sets Oct. 1 deadline for platform by bourses to cut access risk for investors (Page 12) 

Context: 

Markets watchdog SEBI on Friday asked stock exchanges and clearing corporations to put in place 

a platform to help investors in case there is a disruption of services caused by systems beloging to 

trading members. 

After consultations, the regulator has decided to introduce the Investor Risk Reduction Access (IRRA) 

platform and time has been given till October 1 next year to make the platform operational. 

About Investor Risk Reduction Access (IRRA)  

◼ Markets watchdog SEBI on Friday, December 30, asked stock exchanges and clearing 

corporations to put in place a platform to help investors in case there is a disruption of services 

from trading members' end.  

◼ After extensive consultations, the regulator has decided to introduce the Investor Risk Reduction 

Access (IRRA) platform and time has been given till October 1 next year to make the platform 

operational. 

◼ The move comes against the backdrop of a rise in instances of glitches in trading members' (TMs) 

systems. 



 

◼ In such cases, investors with open positions are at risk of the non-availability of avenues to close 

their positions, particularly if markets are volatile.  

◼ A joint platform to provide IRRA service will be developed by the exchanges to provide the 

investors with an opportunity to square off/close the open positions and/or cancel pending orders 

in case of disruption of trading services provided by the TM. 

◼ Once IRRA service is authorised, the investors concerned can square off/close the open positions 

across segments and exchange/s and/or cancel the orders across segments, which are pending at 

the exchange/s.  

◼ Once the TM's system is revived, then reverse migration from the IRRA system will be done. 

5. International Investment Position (IIP) [Economy: External Sector] 

Article: India’s global financial assets slid $56.5 bn on valuation loss (Page 12) 

Context: 

The net claims of non-residents on India increased by $34.3 billion during the second quarter (Q2) 

of FY23 and stood at $389.6 billion in September, according to data released by Released Bank of 

India on India’s International Investment Position (IIP).  

About International Investment Position (IIP) 

◼ International Investment Position (IIP) is a statistical statement that shows, at a point in time, the 

value and the composition of  

1. financial assets of residents of an economy that are claims on non-residents and gold bullion 

held as reserve assets; and  

2. liabilities of residents of an economy to non-residents. 

What is net IIP ? 

◼ The difference between an economy’s external financial assets and liabilities is its net IIP, which 

may be positive or negative. 

◼ Such balance sheet analysis of international accounts helps in understanding sustainability and 

vulnerability and is useful for analysing economic structure, studying the relationship to domestic 

sources of financing and other policy considerations. 

India’s International Investment Position 

◼ International Financial Liablities = $723.9 bn 

◼ Indian resident’s financial assets abroad = $441.9 bn 

◼ Net claim of non-residents on India = $282 bn ( = a – b) 

The key constituents of India’s financial liabilities were: 

◼ Direct investment (with share of 31.3 %) 

◼ Portfolio investment (23.4 %) 

◼ Loans (mainly External Commercial Borrowings) (22.9 %) . 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

GS 4: OPTIONAL-PSYCHOLOGY 

6. Boredom [Concepts in Psychology] 

Article:  Social media prevents ‘profound boredom’ and that is harmful: What a new study says 

(The Indian Express, Dec 31) 

Context: 

Filling spare time with senselessly scrolling through never-ending social media feeds might be 

hindering people from discovering new passions and meaningful activities, according to a new study.  

Conducted by researchers at the University of Bath, England, and Trinity College, Ireland, the study 

revealed that the constant use of social media doesn’t let consumers enter a state of deep and more 

intense boredom that favour creative and innovative thinking.  

The superficial and profound boredom 

◼ It was the German philosopher Martin Heidegger who first identified different levels of boredom 

— superficial and profound.  

◼ According to him, superficial tedium is the most common state of boredom.  

◼ It can be experienced while waiting for a train or standing in a long queue.  

◼ In such moments, people generally distract themselves with social media, click-bait articles, or 

cute cat videos. 

◼ However, this stops them from reaching a state of profound boredom.  

◼ Heidegger observed that such kind of monotony occurs only when people have uninterrupted free 

time, leading them to experience intense solitude and question their sense of self and their 

existence.  

◼ He said profound boredom ultimately results in the discovery of new passions. 

◼ Over the years, scientists have found that boredom can lead to more creative endeavours.  

◼ In a 2013 study, researchers divided participants in two groups and asked them to come up with 

different uses for a pair of polystyrene cups. 

◼ But before the experiment, they asked one of the groups to first do a boring task of copying 

numbers from a phone book and then move on to the main task. 

◼ It was found that the group that had to do the tedious task of copying phone numbers outperformed 

others, giving far more uses for the cups than others. 

The findings of the new study 

◼ Researchers of the latest study observed that although social media consumption served as a 

temporary distraction from superficial boredom for the participants, it exacerbated the feeling of 

weariness.  

◼ Moreover, the participants regretted wasting their time and realised the opportunities they lost 

while doomscrolling — when someone scrolls through social media excessively. 

◼ One of the participants, Paul, a 28-year-old bartender, said, “I filled time by doom-scrolling, on 

Twitter especially. It was addictive at that time, but a waste of time, I know it, I know. Twitter is 

not an enjoyable place, it can be depressing, but at least you know there is always something new 

to read, new information about the pandemic, something that may be interesting, enraging; it’s 

good for snooping around. I know it is time wasted, some days I was on social media for seven 

hours in total — I could definitely do something more useful, meaningful, whatever — but it did 

pass the time.” 

◼ On the contrary, there were some participants who did reach a state of profound boredom.  



 

◼ The study’s data found that once they stopped using social media, these participants went through 

an existential crisis during their free time and felt restless and empty.  

◼ This discomfort, like Heidegger had said, pushed them to pursue new passions, such as baking, 

cycling and carpentry. 

◼ One such participant was Darren, a 38-year-old professional who quit his job during the 

pandemic.  

◼ He said in his interview that the free time made him realise his love for cycling. 

◼ “Things weren’t much better after I quit. I was really struggling. The days were too long and I 

had nothing to do. Something had to give, I was bored stiff. I decided to go back [cycling] training. 

I really got back into it again. It was great cycling with the lads, getting a buzz and feeling healthy. 

It was the first time in ages that I’d got a bit of joy from something. It gave me the lift I needed. 

I’m back in college now doing a course in recreation and sports management. If I get through it, 

I’d like to be a personal trainer and maybe even open up my own gym,” he said. 

◼ In the study, researchers did point out that, unlike the participants, many social media users don’t 

have the luxury of spare time and the platform plays a vital role in helping them stay connected 

with family and friends.  

◼ But it is still essential to know how social media consumption affects the consumer’s brain. 

 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

7. Aung San Suu Kyi [Personalities in News] 

Article: Aung San Suu Kyi to serve 33 years in prison: The various verdicts against her (The Indian 

Express, Dec 31) 

Context: 

On December 30, Myanmar’s 77-year-old former leader Aung San Suu Kyi was ordered to serve a 

total of 33 years in prison after convictions on multiple charges since her overthrow in a coup early 

last year. 

About Aung San Suu Kyi 

◼ The Burmese Nobel Peace Prize Laureate Aung San Suu Kyi is the 

daughter of the legendary liberation movement leader Aung San.  

◼ Following studies abroad, she returned home in 1988.  

◼ From then on, she led the opposition to the military junta that had ruled 

Burma since 1962.  

◼ She was one of the founders of the National League for Democracy 

(NLD), and was elected secretary general of the party.  

◼ Inspired by Mahatma Gandhi, she opposed all use of violence and 

called on the military leaders to hand over power to a civilian 

government.  

◼ The aim was to establish a democratic society in which the country's ethnic groups could 

cooperate in harmony. 

◼ The Peace Prize had a significant impact in mobilizing world opinion in favor of Aung San Suu 

Kyi's cause.  

◼ However, she remained under house arrest for almost 15 of the 21 years from her arrest in July 

1989 until her release on 13 November 2010, whereupon she was able to resume her political 

career and put her mark on the rapid democratization of Myanmar.  



 

◼ On 1 February, 2021, military forces seized the power in a coup, and Aung San Suu Kyi was 

arrested again.  

◼ She has later been sentenced to a total of 8 years in prison based on various bogus charges. 

 

 
No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair 

Date 

1 FOREX Reserves Forex reserves dip for second 

straight week (Page 12) 

8 October 2022 

2 Fiscal Deficit Fiscal deficit touched 59% of 

full-year target in Nov. (Page 12) 

1 October 2022 

3 Eight Core Industries Core sector output rises 5.4% in 

uneven recovery (Front Page) 

1 October 2022 

 

 


