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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Mathura-Vrindavan [Art & Culture: Important Sites] 

Article: Mathura-Vrindavan aims to become a carbon neutral tourist destination by 2041 (Front 

Page) 

Context:  

Mathura-Vrindavan, one of India’s largest pilgrimage centres, aims to become a “net zero carbon 

emission” tourist destination by 2041. 

About Mathura-Vrindavan 

◼ Vrindavan is a holy town in Uttar Pradesh, northern India. 

◼ The twin cities of Mathura and Vrindavan are situated in the 

banks of the river Yamuna. 

◼ It is considered as the birthplace of Lord Krishna. 

◼ The twin cities personify the legend of Lord Krishna, with 

folklore, cultural traditions and even day-to-day life are imbued 

with a divine presence. 

◼ It’s home to temples, many dedicated to Krishna and Radha.  

◼ The Charkula dance, Raasleela and the lilting folk music recreate the aura of devotion and love. 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. ‘Deemed to be University’ status [Higher Education] 

Article: UGC relaxes eligibility norms for institutions to get ‘deemed’ status (Page 10) 

Context:  

Higher education institutions which focus on addressing strategic needs of the country, preserving 

Indian cultural heritage or languages will qualify to receive the ‘Deemed to be University’ status 

without the need to comply with eligibility norms laid down for other institutions. The University 

Grants Commission on Friday invited stakeholder comments on its draft UGC (Institutions Deemed 

to be Universities) Regulations, 2022, which will replace the 2019 regulations. 

About ‘Deemed to be University’ status 

◼ An Institution of Higher Education, other than universities, working at a very high standard in 

specific area of study, can be declared by the Central Government on the advice of the UGC as 

an Institution ‘Deemed-to-be-university’.  

◼ Institutions that are ‘deemed-to-be-university’ enjoy academic status and privileges of a 

university. 

◼ The status of deemed-to-be-university is awarded in accordance with the Section 3 of the UGC 

Act, 1956. 

◼ "Deemed" is a status given to the universities by the department of higher education under 

MHRD. 

◼ Deemed to be University has full independence or autonomy in deciding the admission, fees, 

syllabus or courses. 

◼ Some Deemed to be Universities also give degrees on their own. 

◼ Such institutions cannot use the word 'University' as a suffix to their names. 
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For an institution to be eligible to be declared as ‘Deemed-to-be-University’ it should fulfil the 

following criteria: 

◼ Has been accredited with highest grade by NAAC and/or by NBA continuously for two cycles 

and again gets highest grade in the third cycle continuously (five year cycle). 

◼ Has demonstrated the characteristics of a university through diverse curricular provisions, 

contribution to teaching; and, verifiable research output. 

◼ Has under graduate and at least five post graduate departments in existence for 3 years with 

research programmes. 

◼ Shall be engaged in research activity, publications and scholarly works and shall have 

doctoral/post-doctoral research programmes.  

▪ The faculty in Humanities, Social Sciences, Languages shall have at least 10 publications and 

Faculty of Sciences/Medicine/Engineering shall have at least 15 publications per year in 

refereed journals listed by UGC and having an impact factor. 

◼ Shall have adequate number of full-time fully qualified faculty for teaching and research as per 

UGC/concerned Statutory Council(s) norms. 

◼ Shall possess the necessary infrastructure for quality research and seamless access to modern 

information resources. 

◼ Shall have a proven record of securing merit-based extramural research funding from various 

public/private agencies. 

◼ Shall have a record of extension services and societal engagement. 

◼ Shall undertake not to offer any programme in the distance mode. 

3. Extraordinary Powers of SC under Article 142 [Polity: Judiciary] 

Article: All employees can opt for EPFO pension scheme: SC (Front Page) 

Context:  

The Supreme Court on Friday upheld the Employees’ Pension (Amendment) Scheme, 2014 of the 

Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation as “legal and valid” while reading down certain provisions. 

Most important, the court used its extraordinary powers under Article 142 of the Constitution to 

allow eligible employees who had not opted for enhanced pension coverage prior to the 2014 

amendments, to jointly do so with their employers within the next four months. 

About the Extraordinary Powers of SC under Article 142 

◼ Article 142 of the Constitution empowers the Supreme Court with extraordinary or absolute 

powers to pass any decree to ensure the delivery of “complete justice”. 

◼ “The Supreme Court in the exercise of its jurisdiction may pass such decree or make such order 

as is necessary for doing complete justice in any cause or matter pending before it, and any 

decree so passed or orders so made shall be enforceable through the territory of India in such a 

manner as may be prescribed by or under any law made by Parliament and, until provision in that 

behalf is so made, in such manner as the President may by order prescribe.” 

◼ In other words, the extraordinary powers empower the Supreme Court to resolve difficult cases 

which may not have adequate laws and where existing laws may not suffice or ensure the 

delivery of “complete justice”. 

◼ In the past, the top court has invoked Article 142 in several high profile cases of national 

importance including the 1989 Union Carbide case and the 2019 Ayodhya Ram Mandir verdict. 
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4. Electronically Transmitted Postal Ballot System (ETPBS) [Polity: Elections] 

Article: Remote voting ((Editorial, Page 6)) 

About Electronically Transmitted Postal Ballot System (ETPBS) 

◼ The Electronically Transmitted Postal Ballot System (ETPBS) is a one-way electronic 

transmission of postal ballots to Service Voters.  

◼ The Service Voter then casts their ballot and mails it to the appropriate returning officer. 

◼ ETPBS is a completely safe system with two security levels. The usage of OTP and PIN ensures 

voting confidentiality, and the unique QR Code prevents repetition of casted ETPB. 

◼ This technique allows service voters to vote on an electronically sent postal ballot from anywhere 

outside their district, eliminating the possibility of missing out on a voting opportunity. 

◼ The online system's goal was to develop a straightforward and simple online mechanism 

for Defence Personnel to become Service Voters. 

5. G7 Nations [IR: Important Groupings & Agreements] 

Article: G7 coalition said to agree on setting fixed price for Russian oil (Page 12) 

Context: 

The Group of Seven rich nations and Australia have agreed to set a fixed price when they finalise a 

price cap on Russian oil later this month, rather than adopting a floating rate, sources said on 

Thursday. 

About G7 Nations 

◼ G7 or "Group of Seven", a coalition of seven countries that have the largest and most advanced 

economies in the world. 

◼ The G7 is an informal grouping and it has no 

permanent secretariat or legal status. 

◼ Each year, a different member country assumes the 

presidency of the group, sets priorities and organises 

summits.  

◼ Japan is due to take over the presidency from 

Germany in 2023. 

Members 

◼ The G7 is made up of the United States, Britain, Canada, France, Germany, Italy and Japan.  

◼ Representatives from the European Union also attend. 

◼ Russia was included in what became the G8 in 1997 but was suspended in 2014 after annexing 

Crimea from Ukraine. 

Background 

◼ The G7 was founded following the 1973 OPEC oil embargo as a forum for the richest nations 

(though as only a group of four- United States, United Kingdom, West Germany, and France) to 

discuss crises affecting the world economy.  

◼ Its countries have a combined annual GDP of $40 trillion, or just under half of the global 

economy. 

◼ The G7 meets at least once per year to discuss and share solutions to global concerns including 

economics, trade, security, and climate change.  

◼ The original group was set up to discuss potential solutions to global economic and financial 

problems, such as the oil crises. 
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◼ Annual summits, which have helped launch new rounds of world trade talks, have also taken 

initiatives - not always followed by action - to reduce the poorest nations' debts. 

◼ The scope of the G7 was expanded in the 1980s to include political issues. 

6. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) [IR: Important 

Conventions/Agreements] 

Article: The real issue at COP27 is energy equity (Editorial, Page 6) 

About United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 

◼ The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) was adopted in 1992 

with the ultimate aim of preventing dangerous human interference with the climate system.  

◼ The UNFCCC secretariat (UN Climate Change) is the United Nations entity tasked with 

supporting the global response to the threat of climate change.  

◼ The Convention has near universal membership (198 Parties) and is the parent treaty of the 

2015 Paris Agreement.  

◼ The main aim of the Paris Agreement is to keep the global average temperature rise this century 

as close as possible to 1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels.  

◼ The UNFCCC is also the parent treaty of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol.  

◼ The ultimate objective of all three agreements under the UNFCCC is to stabilize greenhouse gas 

concentrations in the atmosphere at a level that will prevent dangerous human interference with 

the climate system, in a time frame which allows ecosystems to adapt naturally and enables 

sustainable development. 

Revise previous current affairs on COP, Paris Agreement & Kyoto Protocol.  

The secretariat was established in 1992 when countries adopted the UNFCCC. The original 

secretariat was in Geneva. Since 1996, the secretariat has been located in Bonn, Germany. 

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

7. Polavaram Irrigation Project [Growth & Development: Water Resource/ Irrigation 

Projects] 

Article: A.P. and Telangana to survey Polavaram backwater effect (Page 5) 

Context: 

The Polavaram Project Authority (PPA) is taking up a joint survey on the backwater effect of the 

project in Telangana from November 8 with the help of engineers of the Irrigation/Water Resource 

Departments of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. 

About Polavaram Irrigation Project 

◼ Polavaram is a multi-purpose irrigation project which is under 

construction and located on river Godavari near Ramayyapet 

village of Polavaram Mandal of West Godavari district 

in Andhra Pradesh. 

◼ The project will be a one-stop solution for all the water needs 

of the state. 

◼ Polavaram project dam being built on River Godavari can 

help divert and utilise Godavari water to Krishna and other 

rivers.  

◼ If executed well, this project can make the state drought-free. 



 
7 

◼ The project has 3 links: 

1. Godavari- Krishna 

2. Krishna- Pennar 

3. Pennar- Cauvery 

8. Gas Authority of India Limited (GAIL) [Growth & Development: Public Sector Enterprises] 

Article: GAIL Q2 net slides 46% as former Gazprom unit cuts gas supply (Page 12) 

Context:  

State-owned GAIL (India) Ltd. on Friday reported a 46% fall in second-quarter net profit as it 

slashed petrochemical output after a former unit of Russian energy giant Gazprom stopped gas 

supplies. 

About Gas Authority of India Limited (GAIL) 

◼ Gail (India) Limited (GAIL) (formerly known as Gas Authority of India Limited) is the largest 

state-owned natural gas processing and distribution company in India.  

◼ It is headquartered in New Delhi.  

◼ It has the following business segments: natural gas, liquid hydrocarbon, liquefied petroleum gas 

transmission, petrochemical, city gas distribution, exploration and production, GAILTEL and 

electricity generation.  

◼ GAIL was conferred with the Maharatna status on 1 Feb 2013, by the Government of India.  

◼ Only six other Public Sector Enterprises (PSEs) enjoy this coveted status amongst all central 

CPSEs. 

◼ GAIL was listed in the 131st position among India's most trusted brands according to the Brand 

Trust Report 2014, a study conducted by the Trust Research Advisory. 

Revise previous current affairs about PSEs. 

 

9. Self-Reliant India Fund (SRIF) [Govt Policies & Initiatives: MSMEs] 

Article: Govt.’s SRI Fund commits ₹5,000 cr. to aid MSMEs (Page 12) 

Context: 

Government-backed Self Reliant India Fund (SRIF) said it has committed more than ₹5,000 crore to 

help small businesses with growth capital in its first year of operations. 

About Self Reliant India (SRI) Fund 

◼ The Self Reliant India Fund (SRIF) started as part of the government's flagship 'Atmanirbhar 

Bharat' programme. 

◼ It has a 'Mother Fund-Daughter Fund' structure 

wherein SRIF, the mother fund, invests up to 20 

per cent of the corpus of the Daughter Fund, 

which raises the balance 80 per cent of the capital 

from outside sources. 

◼ The arrangement is designed to maximise the fund flow to the target micro, small and medium 

enterprises (MSME) sector as the contribution from SRIF gets leveraged five times, taking the 

total value of investible funds into MSMEs to Rs 50,000 crore. 

◼ The fund has been set up by the central government under the aegis of the Ministry of MSME 

and is anchored by NSIC Venture Capital Fund (NVCF), a 100 per cent owned subsidiary of The 

National Small Industries Corporation (NSIC).  
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◼ The objective of the Fund is to provide funding support to the Daughter Funds for onward 

provision to MSMEs as growth capital, through equity, quasi-equity and debt, as may be 

permitted under relevant SEBI guidelines to achieve the following objectives: 

▪ Enhancing equity, quasi equity and debt financing, as permitted under relevant SEBI 

guidelines, to MSMEs; 

▪ Supporting faster growth of MSME businesses and thereby ignite the economy and create 

employment opportunities; 

▪ Supporting enterprises which have the potential to graduate beyond the MSME bracket and 

become National / International champions; and 

▪ Supporting MSMEs which help making India self-reliant by producing relevant technologies, 

goods and services. 

10. Beidou Satellite (BDS) Navigation System [Technology: Navigation] 

Article: China’s home-grown Beidou satellite system eyes global footprint (Page 11) 

Context: 

China on Friday outlined plans to further expand the global reach of its home-grown Beidou satellite 

navigation system, billed as its alternative to the U.S.’s Global Positioning System (GPS). 

About Beidou Satellite (BDS) Navigation System 

◼ The BeiDou Navigation Satellite System (BDS) has been independently constructed and 

operated by China with an eye on the needs of the country’s national security and economic and 

social development.  

◼ As a temporal-spatial infrastructure of national significance, the BDS provides all-time, all-

weather and high-accuracy positioning, navigation and timing services to global users.  

◼ BDS has been widely used in transportation, agriculture, forestry, fisheries, hydrological 

monitoring, meteorological forecasting, communication, power dispatching, disaster relief, 

public security and other fields, and has been serving national significant infrastructures, thereby 

resulting in remarkable economic and social benefits.  

◼ BDS is the first navigation satellite system to provide a regional short message communication 

service (SMS) for authorised users. 

◼ Some countries like Pakistan, perhaps its military which is closely aligned with China, are using 

BDS.  

◼ China is also promoting its use in the countries signed-up for its mega Belt and Road Initiative 

(BRI). 

◼ For the Chinese military, the BeiDou provides an independent navigation system especially for 

its missile launches reducing dependence on GPS which could deny access to certain areas in 

times of conflict. 
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11. Make-II Project [Govt Initiatives on Defence Technology] 

Article: Under Make-II project, 5 tech products get Army nod (Page 8) 

Context: 

To give a further boost to the ongoing projects, the Indian Army has now approved Project Sanction 

Orders (PSOs) of five Make II projects providing Impetus to Atma Nirbhaarta. 

About Make-II Project 

◼ According to the Ministry of Defence, the Make -2 projects are essentially industry-funded 

projects involving design, development and innovative solutions by Indian vendors for the 

development of prototypes. 

◼ To give a further boost to the ongoing projects, the Indian 

Army has now approved Project Sanction Orders (PSOs) of 

five Make II projects. 

◼ Five Make-2 projects are High-Frequency Man Packed 

Software Defined Radio (HFSDR), Drone Kill System, 

Infantry Training Weapon Simulator (IWTS), 155mm 

Terminally Guided Munitions (TGM) and Medium Range Precision Kill System (MRPKS). 

◼ Make II procurement scheme has given an impetus to increase the Design & Development in the 

defence industry to achieve the indigenisation of high-end technology systems in various types of 

weapon systems, ammunition and modern training systems, which are currently not available in 

the country. 

'Make-I' (Government Funded) 

Projects under ‘Make-I’ sub-category will involve Government funding of 90%, released in a phased 

manner and based on the progress of the scheme, as per terms agreed between MoD and the vendor. 

 

MAINS EXCLUSIVE 

12. Obituary- Elaben Bhatt [Important Personalities] 

Article: ‘SEWA pioneered by Elaben was innovative experiment’ (Page 8) 

Context: 

Elaben Bhatt, a legendary figure in post-Independent India, passed away in Ahmedabad on 

November 2. 

About Elaben Bhatt 

◼ Ela Ramesh Bhatt was an Indian cooperative organiser, activist and Gandhian, who founded the 

Self-Employed Women's Association of India in 1972, and served as its general secretary from 

1972 to 1996.  

◼ For her work, Elaben received numerous accolades and was conferred 

several national and international awards including Padma Bhushan, 

Magsaysay Award and the Indira Gandhi Sadbhavna Award.  

◼ She was a Member of Parliament and of the Planning Commission of 

the Government of India.  

◼ She used all these opportunities to bring about a structural improvement 

in the condition of Indian women. 

◼ SEWA (Self Employed Women’s Association) pioneered by Elaben 

Bhatt was one of the most innovative and successful experiments in India in the field of social 

development.  
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◼ SEWA empowered women in India in the comprehensive sense of the term on a scale never 

witnessed before. 

◼ It simultaneously provided employment to women and promoted cooperative production, 

consumption and marketing of textiles which constituted the core of India’s industrialisation.  

◼ It also decisively influenced the course of trade unionism and labour movement in India. 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

1. COP27 & Energy Equity 

- The real issue at COP27 is energy equity (Editorial, Page 6) 

2. Voting Rights of overseas citizens 

- Remote voting  (Editorial, Page 6) 

 


