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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List [Culture: Heritage List] 

Article: Baguette makes it to UNESCO intangible cultural heritage list: What is it, why it’s 

significant in France?  (The Indian Express, Dec 2) 

Context:  

Baguette — the staple French bread — was inscribed into the UN’s list of intangible cultural heritage 

(ICH) on November 30. UNESCO, the international body which aims at promoting peace and 

cooperation among nations through education, arts, sciences and culture, recognized the “Artisanal 

know-how and culture of baguette bread” as a world cultural heritage. 

About UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage List 

✓ UNESCO defines “intangible” as “expressions that have been passed from one generation to 

another, have evolved in response to their environments and contribute to giving us a sense of 

identity and continuity” 

✓ Intangible cultural heritage’ includes “oral traditions, performing arts, social practices, rituals, 

festive events, knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe or the knowledge and 

skills to produce traditional crafts.” 

✓ It ascribes importance to “the wealth of knowledge and skills that is transmitted through it from 

one generation to the next,” which necessitates their preservation.  

✓ The safeguarding of an ICH means ensuring that it “remains an active part of life for today’s 

generations that they can hand on to tomorrow.” 

✓ The adoption of the Convention for the Safeguarding of the ICH by the General Conference of 

UNESCO in 2003 was a crucial step towards preserving intangible heritage from across the globe.  

✓ UNESCO’s list of Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity was established in the year 2008. 

Criteria for the selection 

✓ There are three criteria for an intangible cultural heritage to be inscribed in the United Nations 

list. The entity must: 

1. Be recognized by communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals as part of their cultural 

heritage,  

2. Be transmitted from generation to generation and be constantly recreated by communities and 

groups in response to their environment, their interaction with nature and their history and  

3. Provide them with a sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for cultural 

diversity and human creativity,” according to UNESCO report. 

About India’s Intangible Cultural symbols on the UNESCO list 

✓ This year, India nominated Garba, a traditional dance form that originated in the state of Gujarat, 

for inscription on UNESCO’s ICH list. 

✓ The elements which have been on the representative list of intangible cultural heritage from India 

in the past decade include Kolkata’s Durga Puja (2021), Kumbh Mela (2017), Navroz (2016), 

Yoga (2016), traditional brass and copper craft of utensil-making among coppersmiths of 

Punjab (2014), Sankirtana, a ritual musical performance of Manipur (2013), and the 

Buddhist chanting of Ladakh (2012). 

✓ Before 2011, the list included Chhau dance, Kalbelia folk songs and dance of Rajasthan, and 

Mudiyettu, a dance drama from Kerala (2010), Ramman, a religious festival and theatre 

performance of Garhwal in the Himalayas (2009), and Kutiyattam or Sanskrit theatre, and Vedic 

chanting (2008). 

✓ Ramlila, a traditional performance of Ramayana, was also included in 2008. 



 

According to a press release by PIB, several autonomous bodies within the Ministry of Culture 

actively function towards promoting and preserving intangible cultural heritage within the country. 

Sangeet Natak Akademi is the nodal organisation which looks after this function, and files 

nominations of intangible cultural entities from India, for evaluation by the international body. 

 

Baguette 

• The baguette is a long and thin loaf made of flour, water, salt and yeast, and is consumed as a 

staple in France.  

• Some believe that it was invented by August Zang, a baker and an entrepreneur from Vienna 

in 1839, who introduced the world to the taste of crusty bread with softer insides, using a steam 

oven.  

• It gained its official name in 1920. 

• The history of the bread is uncertain, some also believe that Napoleon Bonaparte, the French 

military leader, ordered thin sticks of bread for consumption by his soldiers as they could be 

carried from one place to another more conveniently. 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. Employees’ Pension Scheme (EPS), 1995 [Govt Policies & Initiaives] 

Article: Pension scheme: Why the EPF Federation has concerns over the Supreme Court’s ruling 

(The Indian Express, Dec 2) 

Context:  

On November 4, the SC, in a ruling, upheld the Employees’ Pension (Amendment) Scheme, 2014, 

allowing another opportunity to members of the EPFO, who have availed of the EPS, to opt for higher 

annuity over the next four months. 

About Employees’ Pension Scheme (EPS), 1995 

✓ The Employees’ Provident Funds and Miscellaneous Provisions Act, 1952 originally did not 

provide for any pension scheme.  

✓ In 1995, through an amendment, a scheme was formulated for employees’ pension, wherein the 

pension fund was to comprise a deposit of 8.33 per cent of the employers’ contribution to be made 

towards provident fund corpus.  

✓ At that point of time, maximum pensionable salary was Rs 5,000 per month which was later raised 

to Rs 6,500. 

✓ The EPS, which is administered by the EPFO, aims to provide employees with pension after the 

age of 58.  

✓ Both the employee and the employer contribute 12 per cent of the employee’s basic salary and 

dearness allowance to the EPF.  

✓ The employee’s entire part goes to EPF, while the 12 per cent contribution made by the employer 

is split as 3.67 per cent contribution to EPF and 8.33 per cent contribution to EPS.  

✓ Apart from this, the Government of India contributes 1.16 per cent as well for an employee’s 

pension. Employees do not contribute to the pension scheme. 

 

 

 

 



 

Amendment in 2014 

✓ The EPS amendment of August 22, 2014 had raised the pensionable salary cap to Rs 15,000 a 

month from Rs 6,500 a month, and allowed members along with their employers to contribute 

8.33 per cent on their actual salaries (if it exceeded the cap) towards the EPS.  

✓ It gave all EPS members, as on September 1, 2014, six months to opt for the amended scheme.  

✓ This was extendable by another six months at the discretion of the Regional Provident Fund 

Commissioner. 

✓ The amendment, however, required such members (with actual salaries over Rs 15,000 a month) 

to contribute an additional 1.16 per cent of their salary exceeding Rs 15,000 a month towards the 

pension fund. 

✓ Those who did not exercise the option within the stipulated period or extended period, were 

deemed to have not opted for contribution over the pensionable salary cap and the extra 

contributions already made to the pension fund were to be diverted to the Provident Fund account 

of the member, along with interest. 

✓ Referring to the case of RC Gupta dealing with the pre-2014 position of the scheme, the Supreme 

Court observed that a beneficial scheme ought not be allowed to be defeated by reference to a 

cut-off date in a situation where the employer was not following the ceiling limit of Rs 5,000 or 

Rs 6,500 and had deposited 12 per cent of the actual salary. 

3. Personality Rights [Polity: Individual Rights] 

Article: How do personality rights protect celebrities? (Page 10, Text & Context) 

Context:  

The Delhi High Court recently passed an interim order to prevent the unlawful use of Bollywood star 

Amitabh Bachchan’s name, image and voice. The court, through its order, restrained persons at large 

from infringing the personality rights of the actor. 

About Personality Rights 

✓ Personality rights refer to the right of a person to protect his/her personality under the right to 

privacy or property.  

✓ These rights are important to celebrities as their names, photographs or even voices can easily be 

misused in various advertisements by different companies to boost their sales.  

✓ Therefore, it is necessary for renowned personalities/celebrities to register their names to save 

their personality rights. 

✓ A large list of unique personal attributes contribute to the making of a celebrity.  

✓ All of these attributes need to be protected, such as name, nickname, stage name, picture, likeness, 

image and any identifiable personal property, such as a distinctive race car. 

Are personality rights different from publicity rights? 

✓ Personality rights are different from publicity rights.  

✓ Personality rights consist of two types of rights — firstly, the right of publicity, or the right to 

keep one’s image and likeness from being commercially exploited without permission or 

contractual compensation, which is similar (but not identical) to the use of a trademark; and 

secondly, the right to privacy or the right to not have one’s personality represented publicly 

without permission.  

✓ However, under common law jurisdictions, publicity rights fall into the realm of the ‘tort of 

passing off’.  

✓ Passing off takes place when someone intentionally or unintentionally passes off their goods or 

services as those belonging to another party.  



 

✓ Often, this type of misrepresentation damages the goodwill of a person or business, resulting in 

financial or reputational damage.  

✓ Publicity rights are governed by statutes like the Trade marks Act 1999 and the Copyright Act 

1957.  

About Consumer Rights 

✓ While celebrities are protected from commercial misuse of their name and personality, there have 

also been instances where the consumers are misled owing to false advertisements or 

endorsements by such personalities.  

✓ Due to such cases, the Ministry of Consumer Affairs has made a notification in 2022 to keep a 

check on misleading adverts and endorsements of consumer products by imposing a penalty on 

the endorser. 

4. Digi Yatra [Govt Policies & Initiatives: Digitization] 

Article: Now use your face as boarding pass at Delhi, Varanasi, Bengaluru airports (Page 14) 

Context: 

Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia launched the technological initiative called “Digi Yatra” 

at Indira Gandhi International Airport in Delhi on Thursday. 

About Digi Yatra 

✓ Passengers traveling from Delhi, Varanasi and Bengaluru will be able to use their face as boarding 

pass from December 1 to enter these airports, to access the security check area and pass the 

boarding gate.  

✓ Travellers will have to mandatorily provide their Aadhaar details to avail themselves of this 

service. 

✓ DigiYatra envisages that travellers pass through various checkpoints at the airport through 

paperless and contactless processing, using facial features to establish their identity, which would 

be linked to the boarding pass. With this technology, the entry of passengers would be 

automatically processed based on the facial recognition system at all checkpoints – including 

entry into the airport, security check areas, aircraft boarding, etc. 

Which airports/airlines offer the facial recognition technology? 

✓ The facility will be available for passengers taking domestic flights at Delhi’s Terminal 3, 

Bengaluru and Varanasi airports.  

✓ DigiYatra will be launched at four more airports — Hyderabad, Pune, Vijaywada and Kolkata — 

by next March.  

✓ Later, DigiYatra will be rapidly rolled out across all other airports. 

✓ Among airlines, passengers travelling Air India, Vistara and IndiGo on their domestic network 

can avail this facility at the three airports.  

✓ SpiceJet, GoFirst and Akasa Air are yet to offer the DigiYatra facility. 

 

 

 

 



 

5. India- Nepal ties [IR: Bilateral Relations] 

Article: Nepal elections: Possible outcomes, and implications for India (The Indian Express, Dec 

2) 

Context: 

From India's perspective, the continuance of a Deuba-led government is the best scenario. The Nepali 

Congress has old ties to India, and under his prime ministership, India-Nepal ties recovered to a 

great extent from the low to which they had sunk under Prime Minister K P Oli's watch. 

About India- Nepal ties 

✓ Since time immemorial, people-to-people relations between Nepal and India have remained 

unique mainly because it is based on the twin pillars of an open border system and people-to-

people contacts of kinship.  

✓ Because of the open border system, the citizens of these countries cross over the Nepal-India 

border for livelihood opportunities apart from marriages; familial ties; cultural, 

social, and economic security; and even political affairs.  

✓ Given his Neighbourhood First Policy and the importance that Nepal holds in 

India’s strategic consideration, Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, visited Nepal four times 

during his tenure of six years, which reflects the priority that the Indian government accords to its 

relations with Kathmandu. 

✓ The unwavering commitment to the principles of peaceful coexistence, sovereign equality, and 

understanding of each other’s aspirations and sensitivities has been the firm foundation on which 

our bilateral relations have been growing further. 

✓ Frontier without restriction has greatly facilitated the free movements of our people to each 

other’s territory and enhanced interactions. 

Nepal-India Economic Relations 

✓ India has been a key development partner of Nepal.  

✓ The Indian cooperation started in 1952 with the construction of an air-strip at Gaucharan.  

✓ Since then, India has been assisting primarily in the areas of infrastructure development and 

capacity development of human resources in Nepal. 

✓ Following the massive earthquakes in Nepal in April and May 2015, India promptly offered 

helping hands.  

✓ The Government of India has also been substantially supporting Nepal’s reconstruction efforts. 

✓ Integrated check-posts have been proposed at four points on Indo-Nepal border namely (i) 

Raxaul-Birganj, (completed and operationlised from April 2018) (ii) Sunauli-Bhairahawa, (iii) 

Jogbani-Biratnagar and (iv) Nepalganj Road-Nepalgunj. 

Security Cooperation and Boundary Management 

✓ Security related issues are of prime concern to both the countries.  

✓ To deal jointly with each other’s security concerns, the two countries have institutionalized Home 

Secretary level meetings and established Joint Working Group on Border Management 

(JWG) and Border District Coordination Committees (BDCCs). 

✓ Nepal-India Joint Technical Committee formed in 1981 made important accomplishments in 

scientifically mapping Nepal India boundary.  

✓ The Boundary Working Group (BWG) established in 2014 has taken over the technical works 

related to Nepal-India boundary.  

 



 

Multilateral and Regional Fora 

✓ Both Nepal and India have common approach to regional and multilateral institutions and hence, 

work in tandem in the United Nations, Non-aligned Movement and other international fora on 

most of the important international issues.  

✓ Furthermore, both the countries have been deeply engaged in the regional and sub-regional 

frameworks of SAARC, BIMSTEC and BBIN for enhancing cooperation for greater economic 

integration by harnessing collectively the potentials and complementarities available in the 

region. 

India-Nepal ties post election 

✓ For India, the main challenge in Nepal is China’s looming presence.  

✓ The nature of the India-China contestation in Nepal is different from elsewhere in South Asia.  

✓ Nepal and India have an open 1800 km -long border.  

✓ Citizens of both countries can traverse this border freely, to live and work. 

✓ But sandwiched between the regional giant and an Asian superpower, Nepal is in the crosshairs 

of intense geopolitical rivalry.  

✓ This is not necessarily bad as it gives Nepal enormous leverage with both sides, which it could 

use to secure the best “deal” for itself.  

✓ But it also means constant tensions with both neighbours.  

✓ The United States is a recent entrant to the contest, with its interests becoming apparent in the 

manner in which Deuba’s government managed to find parliamentary support to ratify a long 

pending but contentious $ 500 million Millennium Challenge Corporation fund hours before it 

was due to expire.  

✓ The agreement will finance road building, building, power transmission lines, and facilitate cross-

border electricity trade between Nepal and India.  

✓ The ratification has triggered concern that the “Quad has arrived in Nepal” .  

✓ US diplomacy in Nepal is now more high profile than it used to be. 

✓ For India, this is good news right now, as the US presence is seen as strengthening its hands, but 

for the long term, if geopolitical alliances shift, and India’s own partnerships evolve, there might 

be a different view. 

✓ Energy trade has been the “big success story” in India-Nepal relations.  

✓ During Deuba’s visit, the two sides signed a “vision document” on energy co-operation, agreeing 

to hydropower generation its “cornerstone”.  

✓ The elements of this co-operation include joint development of power generation projects in 

Nepal, development of cross-border transmission infra, bi-directional power trade with 

appropriate market access on both sides, co-ordination with each other’s national grids, and 

sharing operational information and technology.  

✓ They agreed to expand this co-operation to other countries in the Bhutan Bangladesh India Nepal 

sub-regional grouping. 

✓ Speeding up the Pancheshwar project will give a huge boost to the relationship.  

 

 

 



 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

6. Red-crowned roofed turtle [Different Species in News] 

Article: The battle to bring freshwater turtles back from the brink (Page 4) 

About Red-crowned roofed turtle 

✓ The Red-crowned roofed turtle is native to India, 

Bangladesh and Nepal.  

✓ Historically, the species was widespread in the Ganga 

River, both in India and Bangladesh.  

✓ It also occurs in the Brahmaputra basin.  

✓ Currently in India, the National Chambal River Gharial 

Sanctuary is the only area with substantial population of 

the species, but even this Protected Area and habitat are 

under threat. 

✓ It is a freshwater turtle species, and found in deep flowing rivers with terrestrial nesting sites. 

Major Threats 

✓ Loss or degradation of habitat due to pollution and large scale development activities like water 

extraction for human consumption and irrigation and iregular flow from the upstream dams and 

reservoirs. 

✓ Sand mining and growing of seasonal crops along Ganga River are majorly affecting the sandbars 

along the river that are used by the species for nesting. 

✓ Drowning by illegal fishing nets. 

✓ Poaching and illegal trade. 

• Scientific Name: Batagur kachuga. 

• Common Names: Bengal roof turtle, Red-crowned roofed turtle. 

• IUCN Red List: Critically Endangered 

• Wildlife Protection Act (WPA): Schedule I 

• CITES : Appendix II 

 

7. Great Barrier Reef [Biodiversity: Conservation] 

Article: The Great Barrier Reef is ‘in danger’: Australia pushes back (The Indian Express, Dec 

2) 

Context: 

A joint report by the IUCN and UNESCO’s World Heritage Centre has recommended that the Great 

Barrier Reef “be inscribed on the List of World Heritage in Danger”, something Australia is 

opposing. We explain why. 

About Great Barrier Reef 

✓ Located off the coast of Queensland, Australia, the GBR is the world’s largest coral reef system 

with over 2,900 individual reefs, 900 islands and an area covering approximately 344,400 square 

kilometres.  

✓ An irreplaceable part of the global ecosystem, the GBR is one of the biggest biodiversity hotspots 

in the world as well as one of its largest carbon sinks.  

✓ For Australia, the GBR is a crucial contributor to the economy, supporting over 64,000 jobs and 

bringing in billions of annual revenue. 



 

✓ Aboriginal populations undertake traditional use of marine resource activities to provide 

traditional food, practise their living maritime culture, and educate younger generations about 

traditional and cultural rules and protocols.  

✓ They are one of GBR’s most important custodians. 

IUCN-WHC Report  

✓ The report paints a rather bleak picture of the GBR’s current state.  

✓ Despite Australia’s sustained and scientific efforts to manage the property, currently, the GBR is 

adversely and significantly impacted by climate change factors, affecting its resilience to sustain 

and regenerate itself.  

✓ Frequent bleaching events have made many reefs sterile.  

✓ Degraded water quality poses a particular threat. 

✓ The report says that currently, the management of the property lacks clear climate change goals. 

✓ Further, the implementation of existing plans to conserve the GBR has been falling short, 

specifically in relation to the management of water quality and fishing activities, it says.  

✓ Inshore land-based activities, often outside the protected area, are particularly responsible for the 

degraded water quality in GBR.  

✓ Pollutants from agricultural and construction activities have been damaging and other proposed 

developments around the Queensland coast are matters of concern. 

✓ Keeping in mind the dangers that the reef faces, the report has multiple suggestions. 

✓ The foremost is adding the GBR to the List of World Heritage in Danger.  

✓ Among other things, recommendations also include monitoring and evolving farming practices, 

greater commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, addressing land erosion on the coast, 

and adopting sustainable fishing practices. 

List of World Heritage in Danger 

• According to UNESCO, “the List of World Heritage in Danger is designed to inform the 

international community of conditions which threaten the very characteristics for which a 

property was inscribed on the World Heritage List, and to encourage corrective action.” 

• Under the 1972 World Heritage Convention, inscribing a site on the List allows the WHC to 

allocate immediate assistance from the World Heritage Fund to the endangered property, while 

simultaneously gathering international support and attention to the site. 

 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

Appointment of Judges to SC 

Laying the ground to delegitimise the Supreme Court (Page 8, Editorial) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair 

Date 

1 Purchasing Managers Index 

(PMI) 

Manufacturing PMI signals output, 

orders at 3-mth high (Page 16) 

2 November 2022 

2 Windfall Tax Centre halves windfall profit tax on 

crude, cuts diesel levy (Page 16) 

14 Sept 2022 

3 GM Mustard Is there a compelling reason for GM 

mustard; will it not affect 

environment, asks SC (Page 14) 

3 November 2022 

4 National Judicial 

Appointments Commission 

(NJAC) 

Laying the ground to delegitimise the 

Supreme Court (Page 8, Editorial) 

29 November 2022 

 

 


