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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. None Of The Above (NOTA) option [Polity: Elections] 

Article: Andheri East: Not a NOTA notable, just a blip (Page 7) 

Context:  

The bypoll results of the election to Andheri East in Maharashtra, is now part of the record books as 

12,806 voters (14.79%) chose the None Of The Above (NOTA) option. 

About None Of The Above (NOTA) option 

◼ NOTA, or "None of the Above", is the option which enables the voter to officially register a vote 

of rejection for all candidates who are contesting.  

◼ If a voter chooses to press NOTA it indicates that the voter has 

not chosen to vote for any of the party.  

◼ On 27 September 2013, the Supreme court of India ruled that 

the right to register a "none of the above" vote in elections 

should apply, while ordering the Election Commission to 

provide a button for the same in the electronic voting machines.  

◼ The ECI introduced a particular symbol for ‘None of the Above’ option to allow the voters to 

exercise NOTA.  

◼ This symbol appears in the last panel on all Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs).  

◼ The main objective of the ‘NOTA’ option is to enable electors who do not wish to vote for any of 

the candidates to exercise their right to reject without violation of the secrecy of their decision.  

◼ The voter must be eligible to register a vote of rejection if they feel that the contesting candidates 

do not deserve to be voted for.  

◼ The Right to vote granted to all citizens must allow the vote of disapproval.  

◼ Before the introduction of EVMs, when voting was done through ballot papers, voters had the 

choice to put the ballot paper without marking against any candidate thus rejecting all candidates. 

This vote was counted as NOTA.  

◼ According to the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961 rule 49-O says that “Elector deciding not to 

vote.  

◼ Once the EVM's were introduced, there was no need to file Form 49-O anymore or take 

permission from the presiding officer.  

Following a Supreme Court directive, NOTA was first used during the 2013 Assembly elections to 

four States — Chhattisgarh, Mizoram, Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh — and Delhi.  

 

2.  Diplomate of National Board (DNB) [Governance: Education Sector] 

Article: Medical seats granted by government in Jammu and Kashmir (News in Numbers, Page 8) 

Context:  

265 The number of Diplomate of National Board (DNB) postgraduate medical seats granted to 

government hospitals in Jammu and Kashmir across 20 districts.  

 About Diplomate of National Board (DNB)  

◼  Diplomate of National Board (DNB) is a programme equivalent to that of the post- graduate and 

post-doctoral programme in the field of medicine. 

◼ This programme provides the students the same stature as that of MD and MS. 

◼ The government of India established the National Board of Examinations (NBE) in 1975 with the 

objective of improving the quality of the Medical Education by establishing high and uniform 
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standards of post graduate examinations in modern medicine on an all India basis and utilizing 

existing infrastructure for capacity building. 

 

3. Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) [Govt Policies & Initiatives: Education] 

Article: Vacant posts for school teachers to be abolished in Assam (News in Numbers, Page 8) 

Context: 

8,000 The number of vacant posts of school teachers to be abolished by the Assam government as a 

large number of contractual educators are already working under the Sarba Siksha Abhiyan (SSA). 

About Sarva Siksha Abhiyan (SSA) 

◼ Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is Government of India's flagship programme for 

achievement of Universalization of Elementary Education 

(UEE) in a time bound manner, as mandated by 86th 

amendment to the Constitution of India making free and 

compulsory Education to the Children of 6-14 years age 

group, a Fundamental Right. 

◼ SSA is being implemented in partnership with State 

Governments to cover the entire country and address the 

needs of 192 million children in 1.1 million habitations. 

◼ The programme seeks to open new schools in those habitations which do not have schooling 

facilities and strengthen existing school infrastructure through provision of additional class 

rooms, toilets, drinking water, maintenance grant and school improvement grants. 

◼ Existing schools with inadequate teacher strength are provided with additional teachers, 

while the capacity of existing teachers is being strengthened by extensive training, grants for 

developing teaching-learning materials and strengthening of the academic support structure 

at a cluster, block and district level. 

◼ SSA seeks to provide quality elementary education including life skills. SSA has a special 

focus on girl's education and children with special needs. SSA also seeks to provide 

computer education to bR&Dge the digital divide. 

 

4. POCSO Act [Acts in News/ Issues Related to Children] 

Article: Should the age of consent be changed for adolescents? (Text & Context, Page 8) 

Context: 

On November 4, the Dharwad Bench of the Karnataka High Court, while dismissing a case filed 

under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act, 2012, said the Law Commission of India 

would have to rethink the age criteria, to take into consideration the ground realities. The aspect of 

consent by a girl of 16 years, but who is below 18 years, would have to be considered, it said, if it is 

indeed an offence under the Indian Penal Code and/or the POCSO Act. 

Terms of the POCSO Act 

◼ Under the POCSO Act, 2012, and under several provisions of the IPC, whoever commits a 

penetrative sexual assault on a child — anyone below 18 years of age, can be “imprisoned for a 

term which is not less than seven years but which may extend to imprisonment for life, and shall 

also be liable to fine.”  
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◼ Even if the girl is 16 years old, she is considered a “child” under the POCSO Act and hence her 

consent does not matter, and any sexual intercourse is treated as rape, thus opening it up to 

stringent punishment.  

◼ There have been several instances in the past few years when the courts have quashed criminal 

proceedings of rape and kidnapping, after being convinced that the law was being misused to suit 

one or the other party.  

◼ Often, the offender had been booked under Section 366 of the IPC, Section 6 of the POCSO Act 

and Section 9 of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act, 2006.  

Misuse of the Law 

◼ In its order, and several other courts have passed similar judgments too, the Karnataka High 

Court said the effect of such criminal prosecution of a minor girl or boy is causing severe distress 

to all concerned, including the families.  

◼ Sometimes, disgruntled parents file a case to foil a relationship between two adolescents.  

◼ In 2019, a study, Why Girls Run Away To Marry – Adolescent Realities and Socio-Legal 

Responses in India, published by Partners for Law in Development, made a case for the age of 

consent to be lower than the age of marriage to decriminalise sex among older adolescents to 

protect them from the misuse of law, sometimes by parents who want to control who their 

daughters or sons want to marry.  

◼ The study noted that in many cases, a couple elopes fearing opposition from parents resulting in a 

situation where families file a case with the police, who then book the boy for rape under the 

POCSO Act and abduction with the intent to marry under IPC or the Prohibition of Child 

Marriage Act, 2006.  

◼ In 2021, in the Vijaylakshmi vs State Rep case, the Madras High Court, while dismissing a 

POCSO case, said the definition of ‘child’ under Section 2(d) of the POCSO Act can be 

redefined as 16 instead of 18. 

◼ The court suggested that the age difference in consensual relationships should not be more than 

five years.  

◼ This, it said, will ensure that a girl of an impressionable age is not taken advantage of by “a 

person who is much older.” 

What needs to be done?  

◼ With the courts and rights activists seeking amendment to the age of consent criteria, the ball lies 

in the government’s court to look into the issue.  

◼ In the meantime, adolescents have to be made aware of the stringent provisions of the Act and 

also the IPC.  

◼ Even as activists are calling for a tweak to the POCSO Act, and raising awareness about its terms, 

a parliamentary committee is looking into the Prohibition of Child Marriage (Amendment) Bill, 

2021 which seeks to increase the minimum age of marriage for women to 21 years.  

◼ Rights activists feel instead of helping the community, raising the age may force vulnerable 

women to remain under the yoke of family and social pressures. 
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5. European Union (EU) Digital Services Act (DSA) [Acts in News: Digital Services & Content 

Moderation] 

Article: Content moderation through co-regulation (Page 7)   

Context: 

About European Union (EU) Digital Services Act (DSA) 

◼ Digital services refer to a large category of online services, ranging from simple websites and 

online platforms to internet infrastructure services.  

◼ The DSA focuses primarily on online intermediaries and platforms, such as marketplaces, social 

networks, app stores, content-sharing sites, and travel or accommodation platforms. 

◼ These platforms facilitate cross-border trading and allow companies to expand into new markets.  

◼ However, they also introduced new challenges, such as the exchange of illegal goods, services, 

and content online.  

◼ Moreover, manipulative algorithmic systems may aid the spread of disinformation or support 

other harmful acts. 

◼ The DSA provides EU countries with a modern legal framework that can evolve alongside new 

technologies.  

◼ It aims to ensure that consumers can benefit from innovations and that businesses can tap into 

new opportunities without sacrificing users' fundamental rights.  

◼ The DSA covers a lot of ground, ranging from content moderation and digital advertising to 

complaint systems and external audits. 

The Key Elements of the Digital Services Act 

◼ The "very large platform" definition: Platforms with more than 45 million users or 10% of the 

EU’s population will need to comply with additional regulations regarding content moderation 

and targeted advertisements. They must also meet yearly external audit and monitoring 

requirements. 

◼ Algorithm disclosure: Online immediacies must publish the parameters of their algorithms for 

content moderation and targeted advertisement upon request by the Commission. 

◼ Reports on content moderation: Platforms must release  “clear, easily comprehensible, and 

detailed reports” on their content-moderation efforts annually and upon request by the 

Commission. 

▪ The DSA regulates intermediary liability in the EU.  

▪ It requires government take-down orders to be proportionate and reasoned.  

▪ The DSA also gives intermediaries an opportunity to challenge the government’s decision to 

block content and defend themselves.  

▪ These processes will strongly secure free speech of online users. 

◼ Virtual complaint system: Online platforms must implement an internal complaint-handling 

system available free of charge to the recipients of the services.  

◼ Fines: Platforms that fail to comply with the regulations are subject to penalties of up to 10% of 

their global revenues.  

Revise Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, Grievance Appellate 

Committees (GACs). 
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6. No Money For Terror” (NMFT) Conference [IR: Important Agreements- Terrorism] 

Article: ‘No consensus’ is derailing counter-terror diplomacy (Editorial, Page 6) R 

Context: 

Dedicated to the fight against terror financing, India is slated to host a two-day ‘No Money For 

Terrorism’ Ministerial Conference here next week, top government sources said. 

About No Money For Terror” (NMFT) conference 

◼ The third edition of the conference is being organised here by the National Investigation Agency 

(NIA) under the supervision of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA). 

◼ The first such meeting was held in Paris (France) in 2018 and the second in Melbourne 

(Australia), in 2019.  

◼ Nearly 65 nations participated in the 2019 conference. 

◼ India was to host the conference in 2020 but it was 

postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

◼ The conference is organised by Financial Intelligence 

Units (FIUs) of over 150 countries, jointly called the 

Egmont Group. 

◼ Discussion on ‘Countering Financing of Radicalisation (CFR)’, which would prevent 

radicalisation — an essential prerequisite of terrorism– and misuse of virtual assets, especially 

crypto-currencies, are among the focussed agenda of the conference. 

◼ Among other prominent issues of the meeting is to improve the sharing of information and 

cooperation between FIUs. 

◼ In the second edition of the conference in Melbourne, India called for a united global effort 

against all those who support terror or help generate finances for terror.  

◼ India also pointed out how terror groups are active on social media and that undermines any ban 

the United Nations (UN) might have. 

◼ The proposed points for inclusion in the resolution in the 2019 ‘No Money For Terror’ 

conference, mentioned terrorism as the single biggest threat to peace, security and development.  

◼ In the meeting, it was decided that the actions must expedite the finalisation of a Comprehensive 

Convention on International Terrorism under the United Nations (UN). 

◼ It was also stressed that the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) standards must be effectively 

enforced and UN listings or FATF should not be politicised. 

The Egmont Group was created to provide FIUs around the world a forum to exchange information 

confidentially to combat money-laundering, the financing of terrorism and other predicate offences. 

Learn more about Global War On Terrorism” (GWOT) & Revise UNSC-CTC. 
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7. Air Exercise Garuda-VII [IR: Defence Exercises in News] 

Article: Chiefs of Indian, French Air Forces join ongoing Garuda-VII air exercise (Page 10) 

Context: 

The chiefs of Indian and French Air Forces on Tuesday joined the Air Exercise Garuda-VII in 

Jodhpur. 

About Air Exercise Garuda-VII 

◼ The Indian Air Force (IAF) and French Air and Space Force (FASF) are participating in a 

bilateral exercise named ‘Garuda VII’ at Air Force Station 

Joghpur. 

◼ This is the seventh edition of the bilateral exercise. 

◼ The IAF is taking part with fighter aircraft including the Su-30 

MKI, Rafale, LCA Tejas, and Jaguar as well as helicopters 

like the Light Combat Helicopter (LCH) and Mi-17. 

◼ This collaborative exercise will give both nations a platform to improve operational capacity and 

interoperability while also exchanging best practises. 

◼ At the Air Force Stations at Gwalior, Kalaikunda, and Jodhpur, respectively, the first, third, and 

fifth editions were held in India in 2003, 2006, and 2014, respectively. 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

8. Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF) [Economy: Monetary Policy] 

Article: Banks pricing risks poorly in rush to get deposits, lend more: SBI’s Ghosh (Page 14) 

Context: 

Amidst liquidity tightening and a decadal high credit growth of more than 18% and deposit growth 

falling way behind, State Bank of India’s group chief economic adviser Soumya Kanti Ghosh has 

warned that banks are not adequately pricing their risks on both their asset and liabilities sides. 

About Liquidity Adjustment Facility (LAF) 

◼ A liquidity adjustment facility (LAF) is a monetary policy tool used in India by the Reserve 

Bank of India or RBI. 

◼ The RBI introduced the LAF as part of the outcome of the Narasimham Committee on Banking 

Sector Reforms of 1998.  

◼ LAF's help the RBI manage liquidity and provide economic stability by offering banks the 

opportunity to borrow money through repurchase agreements or repos or to make loans to the 

RBI via reverse repo agreements. 

◼ LAF’s can manage inflation in the economy by increasing and reducing the money supply. 
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9. Investment Information and Credit Rating Agency of India Limited (ICRA) [Economy: 

Capital Market] 

Article: Rate hikes unlikely to impact asset quality of home loans, says ICRA (Page 14) 

About Investment Information and Credit Rating Agency of India Limited 

(ICRA) 

◼ ICRA was formerly known as the Investment Information and Credit Rating Agency. 

◼ It was established in 1991 by leading financial institutions, commercial banks, and financial 

services companies.  

◼ They have an alliance with Moody’s Investors Service, which is an international credit rating 

agency. 

◼ ICRA’s credit ratings enable investors to make informed investment decisions.  

◼ Credit rating helps investors in selecting the most suitable investment options. 

◼ ICRA provides information to institutional and individual investors.  

◼ They also assist the regulators in promoting transparency in the financial markets. 

ICRA gives credit rating to rupee-denominated debt instruments issued by: 

▪ Manufacturing companies 

▪ Commercial banks 

▪ Non-Banking Finance Companies 

▪ Financial Institutions 

▪ Public Sector Undertakings 

▪ Municipalities 

Other services offered by ICRA include  

▪ Corporate Governance 

▪ Rating Stakeholder Value and Governance Rating 

▪ Credit Risk Rating of Debt Mutual Funds 

▪ Rating of Claims Paying Ability of Insurance Companies 

▪ Project Finance Rating 

▪ Line of Credit Rating 

10. Vikram-S- First privately developed rocket [Space Technology] 

Article: First privately developed rocket all set for launch (Page 5) 

Context: 

India’s first privately developed rocket, Vikram-S, is poised to create history as it undergoes final 

preparations at the ISRO (Indian Space Research Organisation) launchpad in Sriharikota for launch 

between November 12 and 16. 

About Vikram-S 

◼ It was developed by the Hyderabad-based Skyroot Aerospace.  

◼ The mission named ‘Prarambh’ (the beginning) — since it is the 

first mission for Skyroot was unveiled by ISRO Chairman S. 

Somanath in Bengaluru after the technical launch clearance from 

the space regulator IN-SPACe, said a release from the firm on 

Tuesday.  

◼ It will be a demonstration mission. 

◼ With this maiden mission, Skyroot is set to become the first private space company in India to 

launch a rocket into space. 
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◼ Skyroot, a two-time national award winner, is the first start-up to sign a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) with ISRO in this regard.  

 

11. New crab species- Pseudohelice Annamalai [Different Species in News] 

Article: New crab species found in T.N. (Page 4) 

Context: 

Researchers have discovered a new species of estuarine crab at the mangroves of Parangipettai near 

the Vellar river in Cuddalore district. The species has been named Pseudohelice annamalai in 

recognition of Annamalai University’s 100 years of service in education and research. 

About Pseudohelice Annamalai 

◼ A new pseudocryptic species of the varunid crab genus Pseudohelice Sakai, Türkay & Yang, 

2006, is described from India based on morphological and 

molecular evidence. The new species was collected from 

higher intertidal zones in the Vellar River estuary, Tamil Nadu, 

southeastern India, in a habitat composed of muddy and sandy 

sediment.  

◼ This species is named after Annamalai University, in honor of 

100 years’ service in education and research as a state 

university of India. 

◼ Distribution: Currently known only from the type locality, the Vellar River estuary, southeastern 

India. 

◼ The occurrence of Pseudohelice from India links the distribution gap between the western Indian 

Ocean and western Pacific Ocean. The new species provides additional evidence for the 

geographic isolation of the eastern Indian Ocean for some marine organisms. 

 

12. Aerosol pollution [Environmental Pollution & Degradation] 

Article: Bengal, Bihar to remain in red zone for aerosol pollution in 2023: study (Page 5) 

Context: 

A recent study by scientists from the Bose Institute in Kolkata has revealed that aerosol pollution in 

West Bengal is anticipated to rise by 8% and continue to remain in the “highly vulnerable” red zone. 

This is the second highest forecasted aerosol pollution level in the country after Bihar. 

About Aerosol pollution 

◼ The term aerosol is a catch-all for many kinds of little bits of stuff that end up suspended in the 

atmosphere, from the surface of the planet all the way 

to the edges of space.  

◼ They can be solid or liquid, infinitesimally small or big 

enough to see with the naked eye. 

◼ The impact of aerosols on the atmosphere is widely 

acknowledged as one of the most significant and 

uncertain aspects of climate change projections. 

◼ Aerosols impact climate through direct scattering and 

absorption of incoming solar radiation and trapping of outgoing long-wave radiation as well as 

through alteration of cloud optical properties and the formation of clouds and precipitation.  

◼ High aerosol amounts include particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10) among other pollutants as 

well as sea salt, dust, black and organic carbon.  
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◼ If inhaled they can be harmful.  

◼ Aerosol optical depth (AOD) is the quantitative estimate of the aerosol present in the 

atmosphere and can be used as a proxy measurement of PM2.5. 

◼ The mean AOD shows high values (> 0.65) over IGP (Indo-Gangetic Plain).  

◼ West Bengal and Bihar are the two States at IGP showing the highest rate of AOD increase (~ 

0.015 yr −1). 

◼ The values of AOD less than 0.3 fall under the green zone (safe), 0.3-0.4 is blue zone (less 

vulnerable), 0.4-0.5 is orange (vulnerable) while over 0.5 is the red zone (highly vulnerable). 

 

13. National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) [Organizations: Scientific Research] 

Article:  CSIR-NGRI to install early warning system against floods, rockslides, and avalanches in 

Himalayan States (Page 12) 

Context: 

The National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) of the Council of Scientific and Industrial 

Research has begun field studies to put in place an early-warning system in the Himalayan States 

against major and sudden floods, rockslides, landslips, glacier lake bursts and avalanches and to 

prevent Chamoli kind of disasters in future. 

About National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) 

◼ The National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI), is a constituent research laboratory of the 

Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR). 

◼ It was established in 1961 with the mission to carry out research in multidisciplinary areas of the 

highly complex structure and processes of the Earth system and its extensively interlinked 

subsystems.  

◼ NGRI has the mandate to conduct research for public-good science to enable government 

agencies, public and private sector stakeholders to make informed decisions about use of geo-

resources sustainably and improve preparedness and resilience to natural hazards.  

◼ As a close understanding of Earth processes and its intersections with the growth and 

development of the human society only can secure the future, it is our vision to develop the 

knowledge base of Earth system processes and apply it to produce strategies to minimize loss of 

life and property from natural disaster as well as manage water, energy, and mineral resources for 

enhancing the quality of life. 
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PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

14. Ranthambore fest 

Article: Ranthambore fest to be held after considering impact on wildlife: NGT(Page 4) 

Context: 

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has ordered that Ranthambore Festival, a musical extravaganza 

proposed to be conducted close to the Ranthambore Tiger Reserve in Rajasthan, can be held only if it 

is permitted by the authorities. 

About Ranthambore fest 

◼ The Ranthambhore Music & Wildlife Festival is a celebration of music, wildlife, nature & 

equality.  

◼ Set against the idyllic backdrop of the Nahargarh Palace in Ranthambhore, it is an effort to 

protect and preserve our nation’s wildlife while simultaneously promoting the craft of Indian 

music. 

◼ In its essence, this festival honours the talent which is present right in the heart of the land of the 

royals in the form of its local musicians and artists. 

 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

Content moderation 

- Content moderation through co-regulation (Page 7)   

Issues Between the Governor & State Governments 

- As tensions mount, some Raj Bhavans are on the war path (Page 9)  

Inclusion of Dalit Christians and Dalit Muslims on the list of Scheduled Castes 

- Centre alludes to ‘foreign origins’ in its affidavit on Dalit Christians, Muslims (Page 10)  

 
No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair Date 

1 Appointment of Vice Chancellor Kerala HC offers interim relief to 

Vice-Chancellors (Front Page) 

24 October 2022 

2 Unlawful Activities (Prevention) 

Act (UAPA), 1967 

83 cases under UAPA registered 

since 2005, Delhi Police tells 

HC (Page 4) 

29 October 2022 

3 Agnipath Scheme After the dust, a clearer picture of 

Agnipath’s direction (Editorial, 

Page 6) 

15 June 2022 

4 EPFO The Supreme Court order on PF 

pensions (Text & Context, Page 8) 

21 October 2022 
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