
 
1 

 

 
Daily Current Affairs from The Hindu (Delhi edition) 

 15th January 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTENT LIST 

GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

 Topics Syllabus Page No 

1 Ancient DNA traces migration history 

of giant tortoises  

Geography 2 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE, INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS/INSTITUTIONS 

 Topics Syllabus Page No 

2 Village Defense Committees (VDCs)  Govt Policies & Initiatives 2 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY AND  

DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

 Topics Syllabus Page No 

3 Exoplanets  Space Technology 2 

4 National Clean Air Programme (NCAP)  Environmental Pollution & Degradation 3 

5 National Disaster Management Agency 

(NDMA)  

Disaster Management 4 



 
2 

GS 1: ART AND CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Ancient DNA traces migration history of giant tortoises [Geography] 

Article Ancient DNA traces migration history of giant tortoises (Page 11) 

About the News 

• Before the arrival of humans, islands in the Western Indian Ocean were home to giant tortoises 

that dominated their ecosystems.  

• By examining ancient DNA, researchers have estimated how 

these animals migrated out of Africa to colonise Madagascar and 

many islands that are now lost to the seas.  

• As per radiocarbon dating, tortoise specimens existed between 

1,262 and 1,069 years before the present; the species likely 

originated from a dispersal from Africa in the late Eocene or 

Oligocene epoch. 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. Village Defense Committees (VDCs) [Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article Govt. arms civilians in border villages (Front Page) 

Context 

With heightened terror activity in Jammu, the CRPF is reviving Village Defence Committees that were 

disbanded in the early 2000s. 

About Village Defence Committees (VDCs) 

• The VDCs were first formed in the erstwhile Doda district (now Kishtwar, Doda and Ramban 

districts) in mid 1990s as a force multiplier against militant attacks.  

• The then Jammu and Kashmir administration decided to provide residents of remote hilly villages 

with weapons and give them arms training to defend themselves. 

• The VDCs have now been renamed as Village Defence Guards (VDG).  

• The new scheme to set up VDGs in vulnerable areas of J&K was approved by the Union Ministry 

of Home Affairs in March last year.  

• Like a VDC member, each VDG will be provided a gun and 100 rounds of ammunition. 

• The VDGs, officials said, will function under the direction of the SP/SSP of the district concerned. 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

3. Exoplanets [Space Technology] 

Article James Webb telescope discovers its first Earth-sized exoplanet: What are exoplanets? (The 

Indian Express, Jan 16) 

Context 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) on January 11 announced that the James 

Webb Space Telescope has discovered its first new exoplanet. Researchers have labelled the planet as 

LHS 475 b, and it’s roughly the same size as Earth, the agency added. 

About Exoplanets 

• Exoplanets are planets that orbit other stars and are beyond our 

solar system.  

• According to NASA, to date, more than 5,000 exoplanets have 

been discovered.  
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• Scientists believe that there are more planets than stars as each star has at least one planet orbiting 

it. 

• Exoplanets come in a host of different sizes.  

• They can be gas giants bigger than Jupiter or as small and rocky as Earth.  

• They are also known to have different kinds of temperatures — boiling hot to freezing cold. 

• Discovering exoplanets is quite tough as they are small and hard to spot around their bright host 

stars.  

• Scientists rely on indirect methods, such as the transit method, which is “measuring the dimming 

of a star that happens to have a planet pass in front of it”, according to NASA. 

Red dwarf stars 

• The newly discovered exoplanet orbits around a red dwarf star.  

• Such types of stars are the most common and smallest in the universe.  

• As they don’t radiate much light, it’s very tough to detect them with the naked eye from Earth.  

• However, as red dwarfs are dimmer than other stars, it is easier to find exoplanets that surround 

them.  

• Therefore, red dwarfs are a popular target for planet hunting. 

 

4. National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) [Environmental Pollution & Degradation] 

Article Where do Indian cities stand on toxic air? (Page 12) 

Context 

Four years since the Centre launched the National Clean Air Campaign (NCAP), analysts found that 

progress has been slow and pollution only incrementally reduced in most cities. 

About National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) 

• National Clean Air Programme (NCAP), launched in 2019, is India's flagship program for better 

air quality in 122 cities. 

• Maharashtra has the most cities (18) followed by Uttar Pradesh (15).  

• Goal of NCAP is to meet the prescribed annual average ambient air quality standards at all 

locations in the country in a stipulated timeframe.  

• The tentative national level target of 20%–30% reduction of PM2.5 and PM10 concentration by 2024 

is proposed under the NCAP taking 2017 as the base year for the comparison of concentration. 

Objectives 

• To augment and evolve effective and proficient ambient air quality monitoring network across the 

country for ensuring comprehensive and reliable database  

• To have efficient data dissemination and public outreach mechanism for timely measures for 

prevention and mitigation of air pollution and for inclusive public participation in both planning 

and implementation of the programmes and policies of government on air pollution  

• To have feasible management plan for prevention, control and abatement of air pollution. 

Approach 

• Collaborative, Multi-scale and Cross-Sectoral Coordination between relevant Central Ministries, 

State Government and local bodies.  

• Focus on no Regret Measures, Participatory and Disciplined approach 

Initiatives under NCAP 

• Air Quality Monitoring Network  

• Air Quality Management Plan for 100 Non-Attainment Cities :  

o identification of emission sources 
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o assessment of extent of contribution of these sources 

o prioritizing the sources that need to be tackled 

o evaluation of various options for controlling the sources with regard to feasibility and economic 

viability; and 

o formulation of action plans. 

• Indoor Air Pollution Monitoring & Management 

• National Emission Inventory 

• Network of Technical Institutions 

• Technology Assessment Cell 

• Extending source apportionment studies to all non-attainment cities 

5. National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) [Disaster Management] 

Article Don’t share details of Joshimath survey with media: NDMA (Front Page) 

Context 

After the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) said in a report that Joshimath sank 5.4 cm 

between December 27 and January 8, the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) on 

Friday directed all departments and organisations involved in survey and data collection in the 

Uttarakhand town hit by land subsidence not to interact with the media or share data on social media. 

About National Disaster Management Agency (NDMA) 

• The National Disaster Management Authority, NDMA, was formed in 2005 after the Government 

of India enacted the Disaster Management Act for establishing rules, standards, and best-practices 

regarding disaster management and mitigation.  

• It is the supreme disaster management authority in India. 

• It was post the Indian Ocean Tsunami of 2004 that the Government enacted the Disaster 

Management Act 2005, institutionalising NDMA. 

Structure of the NDMA 

• NDMA is headed by the Prime Minister as the ex officio chairperson. 

• The chairperson(PM) can nominate other members to the NDMA, the total of which cannot exceed 

nine. 

• The chairperson(PM) of the NDMA also has the right to nominate a vice-chairperson to the 

NDMA. 

• The vice-chairperson enjoys the status of a Cabinet Minister and the other members enjoy the status 

of Minister of State. 

• There is also a provision for SDMA for the state and the DDMA for the district with their distinct 

functions. 

Functions 

• The primary function of the NDMA is to lay down policies on disaster management. 

• NDMA is responsible for approving the National Plan. 

• NDMA also goes through the plans prepared by the Ministries or Departments of the Government 

of India in accordance with the National Plan and is responsible for approving them. 

• The NDMC further lays down the guidelines to be followed by the state authorities in drawing up 

the state plan. 

• Along similar lines, the NDMC also lays down guidelines to be followed by the different Ministries 

or Departments of the Government of India for the purpose of incorporating measures for disaster 

prevention or the mitigation of its effects into their development plans and projects. 
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• The NDMC further coordinates the enforcement and implementation of the policy and plans for 

disaster management. 

• NDMC also provides recommendations on provision of funds for the purpose of mitigation of 

disasters. 

• The NDMC provides support to other countries affected by major disasters at the direction of the 

central government. 

• The NDMC can also take any additional steps that it deems essential for disaster prevention, 

mitigation, readiness, and capacity building in the case of dangerous crisis scenarios or disasters. 

• The NDMC is also responsible for formulating broad policies and guidelines for the functioning 

of the National Institute of Disaster Management. 
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