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GS 1: ART & CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND GEOGRAPHY 

1. Winter Heat wave in Europe [Geography: Climatology] 

Article: What is causing the winter heat wave in Europe? (The Indian Express, Jan 4) 

Context:  

Several parts of Europe witnessed an unprecedented winter heat wave over New Year’s weekend, The 

Washington Post reported on Monday. Calling it an “extreme event”, experts said that temperatures 

increased 10 to 20 degrees Celsius above normal. 

According to the report, at least seven countries recorded their hottest January weather ever. These 

included Poland, Denmark, the Czech Republic, the Netherlands, Belarus, Lithuania and Latvia. 

About Heat dome 

◼ A heat dome occurs when an area of high-pressure traps warm air over a region, just like a lid on 

a pot, for an extended period of time.  

◼ The longer that air remains trapped, the more the 

sun works to heat the air, producing warmer 

conditions with every passing day.  

◼ Heat domes generally stay for a few days but 

sometimes they can extend up to weeks, which 

might cause deadly heat waves. 

◼ Scientists suggest that any region of high pressure, 

whether a heat dome or not, forces air to sink and 

once it reaches the ground, it gets compressed and 

becomes even warmer.  

◼ Moreover, when air sinks, it gets drier and further raises the temperature of the area. 

Relationship between heat domes and the jet stream 

◼ The heat dome’s formation is related to the behaviour of the jet stream — an area of fast-moving 

air high in the atmosphere.  

◼ The jet stream is believed to have a wave-like pattern that keeps moving from north to south and 

then north again.  

◼ When these waves get bigger and elongated, they move slowly and sometimes can become 

stationary.  

◼ This is when a high-pressure system gets stuck and leads to the occurrence of a heat dome. 

◼ Although heat domes are likely to have always existed, researchers say that climate change may 

be making them more intense and longer.  

◼ They suggest with the rising temperatures, it is expected that the jet stream will become more 

wavy and will have larger deviations, causing more frequent extreme heat events. 

Previous instances of heat domes 

◼ In 2021, a heat dome formed over western Canada and the US, causing deadly heat waves.  

◼ According to media reports, hundreds of people are believed to have died due to this extreme 

weather event. 

◼ Subsequently, a 2022 study found that this heat dome was amplified by climate change and it 

could become a once-in-10-year event if global temperatures aren’t kept under two degree Celsius 

above pre-industrialisation levels. 

◼ The researchers said that the dry soil — one of the repercussions of the rising temperatures — in 

different areas of the Pacific northwest “potentially allowed the heat to become more extreme, 

and so they amplified the heat that was already at a high level”. 



 

◼ Another heat dome settled over the US in September 2022 and raised temperatures to a new high.  

◼ The extreme heat fuelled wildfires and stressed the power grid. 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. Collective Responsibility [Polity: Parliament] 

Article: No need for extra curbs on free speech of Ministers: SC (Front Page) 

Context:  

The Supreme Court held on Tuesday that there is no reason to impose “additional restrictions” on 

the right to free speech of Ministers, and the government is not vicariously liable for disparaging 

remarks made by them, even if the comments are traceable to state affairs or meant to protect the 

government. 

About Collective Responsibility 

◼ In India collective responsibility implies two things; 

1. All council of ministers must publicly support all governmental decision. 

2. All ministers are collectively responsible for their work towards Lok Sabha. 

◼ The whole council of minister will work as a team. 

◼ No minister can express their view against the decision of cabinet. 

◼ Every minister will have an equal sort of responsibility towardsLok Sabha. 

◼ The Article 74 of the constitution says that every union minister will be responsible for their work 

towards Lok Sabha. 

◼ So we can define the cabinet collectively responsibility as the constitutional convention as the 

members of the parliament must publicly support all governmental decision made in the cabinet 

even if they do not privately agree with that. 

◼ This support includes in the voting of the governmental bills in the legislature.  

◼ Purpose of this support is to have a strong front by the government.  

◼ So the government can withstand the political and public pressure. 

◼ The collective responsibility puts a few constraints on the members of the cabinet.  

◼ So if a member of a cabinet wants to object the cabinet’s decision openly, then they are obelised 

to resign from the cabinet. 

Revise Right to Free Speech & Article 21 from previous current affairs. 

 

3. Aadhaar Card [Polity: Govt Policies] 

Article: Changing address on Aadhaar now made easier (Front Page) 

Context:  

The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) announced on Tuesday that residents would 

once again be able to change their address on Aadhaar card by having the “head of family” endorse 

their request. 

About Aadhaar Card 

◼ Aadhaar is a 12 digit individual identification number which serves as proof of identity and proof 

of address for residents of India. 

◼ It is issued by the Unique Identification Authority of India on behalf of the Government of India. 

◼ The number serves as a proof of identity and address, anywhere in India.  

◼ Any individual, irrespective of age and gender, who is a resident in India and satisfies the 

verification process laid down by the UIDAI can enrol for Aadhaar. 

◼ Aadhaar number is unique for each individual and will remain valid for life time.  



 

◼ Aadhaar number will help the residents to avail various services provided by banking, mobile 

phone connections and other Govt and Non-Govt services in due course. 

◼ It is a random number generated, devoid of any classification based on caste, creed, religion and 

geography 

Masked Aadhaar 

◼ Masking an aadhaar number means replacing the first eight digits with some characters like 

"xxxx-xxxx" while only the last four digits of the original number are visible. 

Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) 

• The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) is a statutory authority established under 

the provisions of the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits 

and Services) Act, 2016 (“Aadhaar Act 2016”) on 12 July 2016 by the Government of India, 

under the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). 

• UIDAI aims to establish a digital infrastructure in the country by providing each resident of the 

country with a unique identification number 

• Under the Aadhaar Act 2016, UIDAI is responsible for Aadhaar enrolment and authentication, 

including operation and management of all stages of Aadhaar life cycle, developing the policy, 

procedure, and system for issuing Aadhaar numbers to individuals and perform authentication 

and the security of identity information and authentication records of individuals. 

 

4. Legislations against Animal Cruelty [Polity: Constitutions] 

Article: Preventing animal cruelty is a duty of the state (Page 6, Editorial) 

How Constitution is addressing animal welfare ? 

◼ None of the guarantees contained in Part III of the Constitution, which deals with fundamental 

rights, are explicitly conferred on animals. 

◼ Article 14 (right to equality) and Article 21 (right to life and personal liberty) are bestowed on 

persons.  

◼ Some of the Directive Principles of State Policy and the Fundamental Duties, contained 

respectively in Parts IV and IVA of the Constitution, reflect a responsibility placed on the state 

and on human beings to protect and improve the natural environment.  

◼ But these are unenforceable obligations. 

◼ Therefore, when efforts to legislate on animal welfare were first made, they did not emanate as 

much out of a belief that animals were vested with rights as they did from a more elementary 

ethical precept that our collective conscience ought to make it clear that it was morally wrong to 

inflict unnecessary pain and suffering on animals.  

◼ It was with this vision in mind that Parliament enacted the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 

(PCA Act), 1960. 

◼ While it criminalises several types of actions that cause cruelty to animals, it exempts, for 

example, from its coverage the use of animals for experiments with a view to securing medical 

advancement. 

◼ Both the Union and the State legislatures have equal power to make laws on ‘prevention of animal 

cruelty’ — relatable as it is to Entry 17 of the Concurrent List of Schedule VII to the Constitution. 

 

 



 

 

Jallikattu 

• Jallikattu is a bull taming traditional sport played in villages of Tamilnadu.  

• The sport is played in an open ground where a bull is let loose amid hordes of people who try 

to control the bull by piling on its hump or horns.  

• It is popular in Madurai, Tiruchirappalli, Theni, 

Pudukkottai and Dindigul districts of Tamil Nadu known 

as the Jallikattu belt. 

• Jallikattu is considered a traditional way for the peasant 

community to preserve their pure-breed native bulls.  

• The practice of Jallikattu has long been contested, with 

animal rights groups and the courts concerned over issues of cruelty to animals and the bloody 

and dangerous nature of the sport that causes death and injuries to both the bulls and human 

participants. 

• Governments at the state and Centre have wrestled with formulating a regulatory mechanism 

for Jallikattu, and a matter relating to whether Tamil Nadu can conserve it as a cultural right 

under Article 29(1) of the Constitution — “Any section of the citizens residing in the territory 

of India or any part thereof having a distinct language, script or culture of its own shall have 

the right to conserve the same” — is before the Supreme Court. 

• In 2014, the Supreme Court had ruled that the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, 1960, 

“over-shadows or overrides the so-called tradition and culture”. The court drew upon 

Upanishadic wisdom and advised Parliament to “elevate rights of animals to that of 

constitutional rights… so as to protect their dignity and honour”. 

 

 

5. Regulating Online Gaming [Polity: Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article: How is India moving to regulate online gaming? (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context: 

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has released draft amendments in 

relation to online gaming. The idea is to ensure that online games are in conformity with Indian laws 

and to safeguard users against potential harm. The Minister of State at MeitY Rajeev Chandrasekhar 

stated that the draft proposes a self-regulatory mechanism which, in future, may also regulate the 

content of online gaming. Feedback is invited until January 17. 

Changes that are being proposed 

◼ The proposals are aimed at safeguarding the interests of users by introducing set procedures and 

norms for verification and user engagement.  

◼ The draft proposal defines what constitutes an ‘online game’.  

◼ The proposal endeavours to provide for greater transparency.  

◼ The game operators would have to verify users on the platform and provide them with the terms 

of services.  

◼ For the monetary aspect of it, operators would have to inform the user about the policy related to 

withdrawal or refund of their deposit, measures taken for its protection, the manner and 

distribution of winnings and the fees and other charges to be paid by the user.  



 

◼ They would also have to be informed about the risk of potential financial loss and addiction 

associated with the game.  

◼ Addiction is to be combated using repeated warning messages should the user exceed a reasonable 

duration while playing a certain game. 

About the platforms 

◼ Before hosting or publishing a game, the platform would have to verify it from the self-regulatory 

body it is associated with.  

◼ It would then be required to carry a registration mark on all its recognised online games.  

◼ Further, it must have in place an appropriate mechanism for receipt and resolution of grievances.  

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

6. 108th Indian Science Congress [Science: Important Bodies] 

Article: Scientific community must work to fulfil country’s needs: Modi (Front Page) 

Context: 

India’s scientific community should work to make the country aatmanirbhar (self-reliant), Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi said on Tuesday. He said fulfilling India’s requirements should be at the 

root of all inspiration for the scientific community. 

About Indian Science Congress 

◼ With a history dating back to 1914, the Science Congress is a one-of-its-kind event in the country, 

bringing together scientists and researchers not just from the premier institutions and laboratories 

but also science teachers and professors from colleges and universities, and offering a platform 

for their interaction with students and the general public on matters related to science.  

◼ The event is organized by the Indian Science Congress Association (ISCA), an independent 

body functioning with the support of the Department of Science and Technology (DST) in the 

central government.  

7. Border Road Organisation (BRO) [Various Security Forces & their mandates] 

Article: We do not believe in war, but will fight if forced to: Rajnath (Front Page) 

About Border Road Organisation (BRO) 

◼ Border Road Organisation (BRO) was formed on 7th May 1960 to secure India's borders and 

develop infrastructure in remote areas of the north and north east states of the country. 

◼ Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru conceptualized BRO in 1960. 

◼ The organization has been able to construct roads in areas covered with snow for 6 months in a 

year. 

◼ It is a modern and transnational construction organization that is committed to meeting the 

strategic requirements of the Indian armed forces. The organization plays a vital role in upscaling 

infrastructural development. 

◼ Initially, BRO was functional under the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways. But since 

2015, it is being managed and is functional under the Ministry of Defence. 

◼ BRO is operational in 21 Indian states and 1 union territory. And also, functional in our 

neighboring countries such as Afghanistan, Bhutan, Myanmar, and Sri Lanka. 

 



 

 

 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

8. Burkina Faso- Map Location 

Article: Civilians from the ethnic Fulani group killed in Burkina Faso (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context: 

28 The number of civilians of the ethnic Fulani group 

killed by volunteer militia groups supporting Burkina 

Faso's army, according to a local rights group. 

About Burkina Faso 

◼ Burkina Faso is a landlocked country in West Africa 

with an area of 274,200 square kilometres, bordered 

by Mali to the northwest, Niger to the northeast, 

Benin to the southeast, Togo and Ghana to the south, 

and the Ivory Coast to the southwest. 

◼ A former French colony, it gained independence as Upper Volta in 1960.  

Fulani People 

• The Fula people, often described as the Fulani, are regarded as the world’s largest nomadic 

group: about 20 million people dispersed across Western Africa.  

• They reside mostly in Nigeria, Mali, Guinea, Cameroon, Senegal, and Niger. They also can be 

found in Central African Republic and Egypt. 

• They are among the most widely dispersed and culturally diverse peoples in all of Africa.  

• Many Fulani trace their beginnings back one thousand years to the Senegambia area.  

• In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, some Fulani populations adopted the Islamic religion 

and initiated jihads (holy wars) in several parts of West Africa. 

 

 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

It is crucial for India to embrace multi-domain operations (Page 6, Editorial) 

 

 
No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair 

Date 

1 Office of the Governor A late but right call by Kerala 

Governor (Page 7) 

11 December 2022 

 



 

 


