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ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 
Daily Current Affairs Question Practice 

Question: 

◼ “The World Network of Biosphere Reserves”, recently seen in the news is an 

initiative of___________ 

a) Global Tiger Forum 

b) International Union for Conservation of Nature 

c) UNESCO 

d) United Nations Environment Programme 

 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs [Polity: Parliamentary Committees] 

Article: Subsidy amount for fertilizers approved by government (News in Numbers, Page 8) 

Context:  

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, approved nutrient-based subsidy rates for P&K 

fertilizers for the 2022-23 Rabi season. 

About Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs 

◼ The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs is chaired by the Prime Minister. 

◼ CCEA reviews economic conditions periodically. 

◼ It takes important economic decisions on price control, FDI, Public sector undertakings etc.  

◼ The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs is supposed to review economic trends, problems 

and prospects for evolving a consistent and integrated economic policy, coordinate all activities 

requiring policy decisions at the highest level, deal with fixation of prices of agricultural produce 

and prices of essential commodities.  

◼ It considers proposals for investment of more than Rs 1,000 crore, deal with industrial licensing 

policies and review rural development and the Public Distribution System. 

2. Disqualification from Electoral Politics upon Conviction [Polity: Elections] 

Article: Can convicted legislators be disqualified from Assembly? (Text & Context, Page 8) 

Context:  

Two Uttar Pradesh legislators were convicted on criminal charges in recent days, but only one of 

them has been disqualified and his seat declared vacant by the State’s Legislative Assembly 

secretariat. 

When does conviction attract disqualification? 

◼ Section 8 of the Representation of the People Act (RPA), 1951, contains provisions aimed at 

decriminalising electoral politics.  

◼ There are two categories of criminal cases that attract disqualification upon conviction.  

◼ In the first category are offences that entail disqualification for a period of six years upon any 

conviction.  

▪ If the punishment is a fine, the six-year period will run from the date of conviction, but if there 

is a prison sentence, the disqualification will begin on the date of conviction, and will continue 

up to the completion of six years after the date of release from jail.  

▪ Major IPC offences are included under this head: making speeches that cause enmity between 

groups (Sec.153A) and doing so in a place of worship (Sec.505), bribery and personation 



 

during elections and other electoral offences, offences relating to rape and cruelty to women 

by husband and latter’s relatives.  

▪ Besides, serious provisions of special laws such as the Protection of Civil Rights Act, Customs 

Act, Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act etc are among the category of offences that entail 

disqualification regardless of the quantum of punishment.  

▪ Laws for prevention of Sati, corruption, terrorism and insult to national flag and national 

anthem etc are also part of this group.  

◼ All other criminal provisions form a separate category under which mere conviction will not entail 

disqualification.  

◼ A sentence of at least two years in prison is needed to incur such disqualification.  

Legal Protection for Legislators against Disqualification 

◼ Under Section 8(4) of the RPA, legislators could avoid immediate disqualification until 2013.  

◼ The provision said that with respect to a Member of Parliament or a State legislator the 

disqualification will not take effect for three months.  

◼ If within that period, the convicted legislator files an appeal or revision application, it will not 

take effect until the disposal of the appeal or application.  

◼ In other words, the mere filing of an appeal against conviction will operate as a stay against 

disqualification.  

◼ In Lily Thomas vs. Union of India, the Supreme Court struck down clause (4) as unconstitutional, 

thus removing the protection enjoyed by lawmakers.  

Removal of Disqualification 

◼ The Supreme Court has the power to stay not only the sentence, but also the conviction of a 

person.  

◼ In some rare cases, conviction has been stayed to enable the appellant to contest an election.  

◼ However, the SC has made it clear that such a stay should be very rare and for special reasons.  

◼ The RPA itself provides a remedy through the Election Commission.  

◼ Under Sec. 11 of the Act, the EC may record reasons and either remove, or reduce the period of, 

a person’s disqualification.  

3. Sixth Schedule of Indian Constitution [Polity: Constitution] 

Article: Protests in Leh, Kargil for statehood as Ladakh completes 3 years as U.T. (Page 10) 

Context: 

Ladakh’s twin districts of Kargil and Leh on Wednesday witnessed street protests to press for 

demands of statehood and special status under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution, as the region 

completed three years of Union Territory (UT) status this month. 

About Sixth Schedule of Indian Constitution 

◼ According to Article 244 of the Constitution, the Sixth Schedule was enacted in 1949 in order to 

protect indigenous groups through the establishment of autonomous administrative divisions 

known as Autonomous District Councils (ADCs). 

◼ The Sixth Schedule contains provisions that grant indigenous tribes significant autonomy, and it 

currently applies to the Northeastern states of Assam, Meghalaya, Mizoram (three Councils 

each), and Tripura (one Council). 

◼ Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) are bodies that represent a district and have varying 

degrees of autonomy within the state legislature, according to the constitution. 



 

◼ Under the Sixth Schedule, the ADCs and Regional Councils have the authority to create laws, 

receive funding from the Consolidated Fund of India, and develop the region in the fields of health 

care, education, roads, and regulations.  

◼ This ensures the security of the indigenous population's economy, environment, and traditions.  

◼ Parliamentary laws either do not apply to autonomous districts and regions, or have varying 

degrees of application. 

◼ ADCs have up to 30 members and a five-year term.  

◼ They can make laws, rules, and regulations concerning land, forest, water, agriculture, village 

councils, health, sanitation, village- and town-level policing, inheritance, marriage and divorce, 

social customs, and mining, among other things.  

◼ The Bodoland Territorial Council in Assam is an outlier, with over 40 members and the authority 

to create legislation on 39 matters. 

4. National Green Tribunal (NGT) [Tribunals: Environmental Protection] 

Article: Uttarakhand defending wrongdoings on tree felling in Corbett: FSI (Page 5) 

Context: 

The Forest Survey Institute (FSI) has accused the Uttarakhand Forest Department of “defending 

wrongdoings” by questioning its assessment of illegal tree felling in the Corbett Tiger Reserve for its 

Pakhro tiger safari project. 

About National Green Tribunal (NGT) 

◼ The National Green Tribunal, established in 2010, as per the National Green Tribunal Act is a 

specialised judicial body equipped with expertise solely for the purpose of adjudicating 

environmental cases in the country. 

◼ Recognising that most environment cases involve multi-disciplinary issues which are better 

addressed in a specialised forum, the Tribunal was setup as per recommendations of the Supreme 

Court, Law Commission and India’s international law obligations to develop national laws on 

environment and implement them effectively. 

◼ The Tribunal is tasked with providing effective and expeditious remedy in cases relating to 

environmental protection, conservation of forests and other natural resources and enforcement of 

any legal right relating to environment.  

◼ The Tribunal’s orders are binding and it has power to grant relief in the form of compensation 

and damages to affected persons. 

◼ The Tribunal has a presence in five zones- North, Central, East, South and West. The Principal 

Bench is situated in the North Zone, headquartered in Delhi. 

◼ The Tribunal is headed by the Chairperson who sits in the Principal Bench and has at least ten but 

not more than twenty judicial members and at least ten but not more than twenty expert members. 

◼ Any person seeking relief and compensation for environmental damage involving subjects in the 

legislations mentioned in Schedule I of the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010 may approach the 

Tribunal. 

◼ Decisions of the Tribunal are binding. The Tribunal’s orders are enforceable as the powers vested 

are the same as in a civil court under the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908.    

 

 



 

5. Editors Guild of India [Important Organizations/Unions in News] 

Article: Editors Guild urges Delhi Police to hold ‘impartial’ probe into complaints against The 

Wire (Page 11) 

Context: 

The Editors Guild of India (EGI) on Wednesday urged the Delhi Police to be objective and impartial 

in investigating all the complaints filed against The Wire news portal, asking them not to use 

“intimidatory tactics in disregard of democratic principles”. 

About Editors Guild of India 

◼ The Editors Guild was founded in 1978 with the twin objectives of protecting press freedom 

and for raising the standards of editorial leadership of newspapers and magazines. 

◼ Eminent editors of the day felt that the lack of an organized forum of editors was one of the 

reasons for the sustained suppression of press freedom during the Emergency.  

◼ The Editors Guild took up the issues of abuse of press freedom with the Parliament and Executive, 

and campaigned hard for restoring the press freedom and other freedoms which had been taken 

away by amendments to the Constitution, executive orders and judicial pronouncements.  

◼ The freedom to report of proceedings of Parliament (Feroze Gandhi Act) which was taken away 

in 1976 was restored.  

◼ The Editors Guild continued to take up the threats to press freedom when the governments of 

Tamil Nadu and Bihar attempted to bring draconian defamation laws.  

◼ Similarly, when the central government proposed an even more harsher anti-defamation act in 

1986, the Editors Guild led the nationwide protests which forced the executive to shun its plans.  

◼ The threats to media freedom from non-governmental sources has been resisted strongly by the 

Editors Guild, especially in militancy affected regions of North, East and North Eastern Indias.  

◼ They campaigned hard for restoring the press freedom and other freedoms which had been taken 

away by the press through several amendments to the Constitution, executive orders and judicial 

pronouncements. 

◼ At the same time, the Editors Guild has been striving for improving standards of newspaper 

editors. 

◼ It has brought a code of ethics of Editors.  

◼ Whenever there are complaints from editors of harassment from those in authority, the Editors 

Guild investigates and recommends action to the concerned governments and institutions. 

Revise Press Club of India. 

6. UN Human Rights Council (HRC) [IR: Important Organizations] 

Article: Germany’s call for human rights meet may test India’s stance on Iran (Page 10) 

Context: 

Apart from the upcoming Universal Periodic Review of India at the Human Rights Council (HRC), 

Indian diplomacy is faced with an additional challenge as Germany’s Foreign Minister Annalena 

Baerbock has demanded a special session of the council on Iran’s crackdown on peaceful protesters. 

About UN Human Rights Council (HRC) 

◼ The Human Rights Council is an inter-governmental body within the United Nations system 

responsible for strengthening the promotion and protection of human rights around the globe and 

for addressing situations of human rights violations and make recommendations on them.  

◼ It has the ability to discuss all thematic human rights issues and situations that require its attention 

throughout the year.  



 

◼ It meets at the UN Office at Geneva. 

◼ The Council is made up of 47 United Nations Member States which are elected by the UN 

General Assembly.  

◼ The Human Rights Council replaced the former United Nations 

Commission on Human Rights. 

◼ The Council maintains a Complaint Procedure that allows 

individuals and groups to report human rights abuses in a 

confidential setting.  

◼ The goal of the procedure is to objectively and efficiently 

facilitate dialogue and cooperation among the accused State, Council members, and the 

complainant(s). 

◼ If one third of the Member States requests so, the Human Rights Council can decide at any time 

to hold a special session to address human rights violations and emergencies. 

The Human Rights Council in 2021 

◼ In a landmark decision, the Council passed a resolution recognizing the human right to a clean, 

healthy and sustainable environment for the first time. 

◼ Also, for the first time, the Council held five special sessions in 2021 - again demonstrating its 

effectiveness in responding to urgent global crises. These concerned: 

▪ Myanmar 

▪ the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and Israel 

▪ Afghanistan 

▪ Sudan 

▪ Ethiopia 

◼ In 2021, the Council extended the mandates of 17 Special Procedures and investigative bodies - 

and created seven new mandates: 

▪ An accountability project on Sri Lanka. 

▪ A monitoring mission in Belarus. 

▪ A Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and Israel. 

▪ A Special Rapporteur for Afghanistan. 

▪ A racial justice body addressing systemic racism in law enforcement around the globe. 

▪ A Special Rapporteur on climate change. 

▪ An investigative body for Ethiopia. 

7. Cuban Missile Crisis, 1962 [IR: Important Events in History] 

Article: The most dangerous moment since 1962 (Page 6, Editorial) 

About the Cuban Missile crisis, 1962 

◼ The Cuban Missile Crisis of October 1962 was a direct and dangerous confrontation between the 

United States and the Soviet Union during the Cold War and was the moment when the two 

superpowers came closest to nuclear conflict. 

◼ After the failed U.S. attempt to overthrow the Castro regime in Cuba with the Bay of Pigs 

invasion, and while the Kennedy administration planned Operation Mongoose, in July 1962 

Soviet premier Nikita Khrushchev reached a secret agreement with Cuban premier Fidel 

Castro to place Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba to deter any future invasion attempt.  

◼ Despite the flurry of direct and indirect communications between the White House and the 

Kremlin—perhaps because of it—Kennedy and Khrushchev, and their advisers, struggled 



 

throughout the crisis to clearly understand each others’ true intentions, while the world hung on 

the brink of possible nuclear war.  

◼ In an effort to prevent this from happening again, a direct telephone link between the White House 

and the Kremlin was established; it became known as the “Hotline.”  

◼ Having approached the brink of nuclear conflict, both superpowers began to reconsider the 

nuclear arms race and took the first steps in agreeing to a nuclear Test Ban Treaty. 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

8. National Technical Textiles Mission [Govt Policies & Initiatives, Indigenization of 

Technology] 

Article: Projects cleared under National Technical Textiles Mission (News in Numbers, Page 8) 

Context: 

20 The number of strategic research projects cleared by the Union government under the National 

Technical Textiles Mission. 

About National Technical Textiles Mission 

◼ The penetration level for technical textiles in India varies from 5% to 10% compared to the high 

level of 30-40% in developed countries.  

◼ To enhance the usage of these textiles, the Cabinet Committee 

on Economic Affairs (CCEA) has established a National 

Technical Textiles Mission in 2020. 

◼ Textile materials that are manufactured for their technical 

performance and functional properties rather than aesthetic and 

decorative features fall under the technical textiles category.  

◼ These products are broadly classified into 12 different categories- Agrotech, Oekotech, Buildtech, 

Meditech, Geotech, Clothtech, Mobiltech, Hometech, Sportstech,Indutech, Protech, Packtech. 

◼ To position India in technical textiles as a global leader, the Ministry of Textiles launched this 

scheme.  

◼ The mission is deriving its support from the “Make in India” initiative.  

Implementation: through a three-tier institutional mechanism 

◼ Mission Steering Group: This group will approve all financial norms concerning the mission’s 

schemes, programmes and components. They will also approve scientific and technological 

research projects under this mission. 

◼ Empowered Programme Committee: They will approve all projects except research projects, 

which are within the financial limits of several programmes as approved by the mission steering 

group. The committee will also be responsible for monitoring the implementation of various 

mission components. 

◼ Technical Textiles Committee on Research, Development and Innovation: This committee 

identifies and recommends research projects to the mission steering group for approval. The 

projects are related to strategic sectors such as space, defence, para-military, security and atomic 

energy. 

Features 

◼ Development and promotion of the market 

◼ Technical collaborations internationally 

◼ Investment promotion 



 

◼ “Make in India” initiative 

Components 

◼ Research, Development, and Innovation: With an outlay of ₹1000 crore, the component 

focuses on research at both fibre and application-based levels in geo, mobile textiles, medical, 

agro, sports, and development of biodegradable technical textiles. 

◼ Market Development and Promotion: An outlay of ₹50 crore is assigned for this component. 

Under this component, the mission aims to increase the domestic market size from $40 million to 

$50 million. 

◼ Export Promotion: This component aims to promote exports and comes with an outlay of ₹10 

crore. 

◼ Education, Training, and Skill Development: ₹400 crore fund is assigned for this component. 

9. International Day for Biosphere Reserves [Conservation: Biosphere Reserves] 

Article: A chance to expand the world’s biosphere footprint (Page 6, Editorial) 

Context: 

November 3 will be the first ‘The International Day for Biosphere Reserves’, to be celebrated 

beginning 2022. 

About International Day for Biosphere Reserves 

◼ The International Day for Biosphere Reserves is an invitation to take inspiration from the 

solutions already implemented in these spaces to build genuinely sustainable development 

everywhere, with full respect for nature and for the living world.  

◼ Following the decision of the 41st session of the General Conference, November 3 is the 

International Day for Biosphere Reserves.  

◼ The year 2022 will also see the end of the celebration of the 50th anniversary of the MAB 

Programme. 

◼ The purpose of the International Day for Biosphere Reserves is to provide, on an annual basis, a 

wake-up call on the sustainable development approach to modern life and the leading and 

exemplary role that the World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) can play in this regard. 

About World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR)  

◼ The World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) was formed in 1971, as a backbone for 

biodiversity conservation, ecosystem restoration, and living in harmony with nature.  

◼ Encompassing all types of ecosystems and sometimes urban areas, the WNBR has a global 

presence, comprising 724 sites, 21 of which are transboundary sites, in 131 countries.  

◼ More than 260 million people have their home in a biosphere reserve. Altogether, these sites 

protect about 5% of the earth’s surface, or more than 7 million km², an expanse roughly equal to 

the size of Australia.  

◼ Every year, an increasing number of sites join the WNBR, and more and more countries will 

ultimately pursue the objectives and goals of the MAB Programme. 

◼ All biosphere reserves are internationally recognised sites on land, at the coast, or in the oceans. 

◼ Before approval by UNESCO, the sites are externally examined.  

◼ If approved, they will be managed based on a plan, reinforced by credibility checks while 

remaining under the sovereignty of their national government. 

◼ In India, the first biosphere reserve was designated by UNESCO in 2000, namely, the blue 

mountains of the Nilgiris stretching over Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala.  



 

Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme 

▪ The Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme, launched in 1971, is UNESCO’s oldest 

intergovernmental scientific programme and it is celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2021 and 

2022.  

▪ It was created with a vision: promote a sustainable connection between people and nature. 

▪ The MAB Programme and the biosphere reserve model have, over the past 50 years, become 

an international example of sustainable territorial development and highlight UNESCO’s and 

the MAB’s commitment to the global biodiversity agenda and the Sustainable Development 

Goals. 

 

10. Herons [Biodiversity: Species] 

Article: Panamaram heronry in Kerala set to get a new lease of life (Page 5) 

Context: 

The Panamaram heronry, the largest breeding ground of herons in Kerala’s Malabar region, is set to 

get a fresh lease of life, thanks to the intervention of the Kerala State Biodiversity Board (KSBB) and 

the Panamaram grama panchayat. 

About Herons 

◼ The herons are long-legged, long-necked, freshwater and coastal 

birds in the family Ardeidae. 

◼ There are more than 60 species in this family, but some of these 

species are egrets and bitterns instead of true herons. 

◼ These birds are endemic to freshwater wetlands, lakes, and ponds 

all over the world. Although most common in the tropics, it is 

found in almost every single region except for the driest deserts, 

the tallest mountains, and the frigid Arctic and Antarctic. 

11. Rhinoceroses [Biodiversity & Conservation: Species] 

Article: Curious collage shows rhino horns are shrinking (Front Page) 

Context: 

The horns of rhinoceroses may have become smaller over time from the impact of hunting, according 

to a recent study which analysed artwork and photographs of the animal spanning more than five 

centuries. 

In News 

◼ Rhinos have long been hunted for their horns. The five surviving rhino species are threatened by 

habitat loss and hunting.  

◼ The study found that the rate of decline in horn length was highest in the critically endangered 

Sumatran rhino and lowest in the white rhino of Africa, the most commonly found species in the 

wild and in captivity.  

Sumatran rhinos 

◼ Sumatran rhinos are the smallest of the living rhinoceroses and the only Asian rhino with two 

horns. 

◼ The Sumatran rhino once roamed as far away as the foothills of the Eastern Himalayas in Bhutan 

and eastern India, through Myanmar, Thailand, possibly to Vietnam and China, and south through 

the Malay Peninsula. 

◼ Today, the species only survives on the Indonesian islands of Sumatra and Borneo.  



 

◼ While surviving in possibly greater numbers than the Javan rhino, Sumatran rhinos are more 

threatened due to 

habitat loss and 

fragmentation.  

◼ STATUS: Critically 

Endangered 

◼ HABITATS: Dense 

highland and lowland tropical and sub-tropical forests. 

Black rhinos 

◼ Black rhinos are the smaller of the two African rhino species.  

◼ They have two horns, and occasionally a third, small posterior horn. 

◼ Black rhinos are browsers rather than grazers, and their pointed lip helps them feed on leaves 

from bushes and trees. 

◼ Populations of black rhino declined dramatically in the 20th century at the hands of European 

hunters and settlers. 

◼ STATUS: Critically Endangered 

◼ HABITATS: Semi-Desert Savannah, Woodlands, Forests, Wetlands 

White rhinos 

◼ White rhinos are the second-largest land mammal and their name comes from the Afrikaan’s, a 

West Germanic language, word “weit” which means wide and refers to the animal’s mouth. 

◼ Two genetically different subspecies exist the northern and southern white rhino, and are found 

in two different regions in Africa.  

◼ The majority (98.8%) of the southern white rhinos occur in just four countries: South Africa, 

Namibia, Zimbabwe, and Kenya. 

◼ STATUS: Near Threatened 

◼ HABITATS: Long and short grass savanna areas in grasslands. 

Javan rhinos  

◼ Javan rhinos are the most threatened of the five rhino species, with only around 60 individuals 

that live only in Ujung Kulon National Park in Java, Indonesia.  

◼ Javan rhinos once lived throughout northeast India and Southeast Asia. 

◼ STATUS: Critically Endangered 

◼ HABITATS: Tropical forests. 

Greater One-horned Rhino 

◼ The greater one-horned rhino (or “Indian rhino”) is the largest of the rhino species.  

◼ Once widespread across the entire northern part of the Indian sub-continent, rhino populations 

plummeted as they were hunted for sport or killed as agricultural pests. 

◼ STATUS: Vulnerable 

◼ HABITATS: Tropical and Subtropical Grasslands, Savannas, and Shrublands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

12. Dhara Mustard Hybrid-11 (DMH-11) [Biotechnology: Transgenic Crops] 

Article:  The new hybrid variant of mustard (Text & Context, Page 8) 

Context: 

The Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC), India’s apex regulator of genetically 

modified plants and food products, has approved the environmental release of Dhara Mustard Hybrid-

11 (DMH-11), a genetically-engineered variant of mustard. If approved for commercial cultivation it 

would be the first genetically modified food crop available to Indian farmers. 

About Dhara Mustard Hybrid-11 (DMH-11) 

◼ DMH-11 is a hybrid variant of mustard developed by researchers at The Centre for Genetic 

Manipulation of Crop Plants, at the University of Delhi.  

◼ DMH-1 was approved for commercial release in 

northwest India in 2005-2006 but scientists have said that 

this technology wasn’t bankable enough to consistently 

produce hybrid mustard.  

◼ While India has several mustard varieties, it is a self-

pollinating plant and therefore a challenge for plant-

breeders to cross different mustard varieties and induce desirable traits.  

◼ Being able to turn off this self-pollinating trait to enable such crossings and then restoring the 

trait, to enable seed production, is how the mustard plant’s genes are to be manipulated.  

◼ DMH-11 is a result of a cross between two varieties: Varuna and Early Heera-2.  

◼ Such a cross wouldn’t have happened naturally and was done after introducing genes from two 

soil bacterium called barnase and barstar.  

◼ Barnase in Varuna induces a temporary sterility because of which it can’t naturally self-pollinate.  

◼ Barstar in Heera blocks the effect of barnase allowing seeds to be produced.  

◼ The result is DMH-11 (where 11 refers to the number of generations after which desirable traits 

manifest) that not only has better yield but is also fertile.  

◼ DMH-11 is a transgenic crop because it uses foreign genes from a different species.  

Are hybrid mustard varieties better ?  

◼ Trials conducted over three years by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) suggest 

that DMH-11 has 28% higher yields than its parent Varuna and was 37% better than zonal checks, 

or local varieties that are considered the best in different agro-climatic zones.  

◼ DMH-11 rather than being an end in itself signals the proof of success of the barnase-barstar 

system that can act as a platform technology to develop newer hybrids.  

◼ Scientists say that having better hybrids is necessary to meet India’s rising edible-oil import bill.  

◼ Mustard (Brassica juncea) is cultivated in 6-7 million hectares during the Rabi winter season 

predominantly in Rajasthan, Haryana, Punjab and Madhya Pradesh.  

◼ India imports anywhere from 55-60% of its domestic edible-oil requirement. In 2020-21, around 

13.3 million tonnes of edible oil were imported at a cost of ₹1,17,000 crore according to the 

National Academy of Agricultural Sciences.  

◼ This is primarily due to low productivity. 

◼ On the other hand, hybrid mustard and rapeseed are the dominant form of oil seeds in Canada, 

China and Europe.  

◼ So, proponents say, the only way to improve India’s productivity is to have more mustard 

hybrids.  

 



 

Controversies on GM Mustard 

◼ The main reasons why transgenic mustards are a topic of debate is the use of genes that are foreign 

to the species is one and secondly, the preparation of mustard hybrids require the use of another 

gene, called the bar gene, that makes it tolerant to a herbicide called glufosinate-ammonium.  

◼ Activist groups allege that the GM mustard hasn’t been evaluated as a herbicide tolerant crop 

posing potential risks.  

◼ Finally, they allege, GM mustard plants may dissuade bees from pollinating the plant and this 

could have knock-off environmental catastrophes.  

Bt Brinjal, the first transgenic food crop, too was cleared by the GEAC in 2009 but was put on 

hold by the then-UPA government on the grounds that more tests were needed.  

Currently the only transgenic crop grown in India (approved for commercial cultivation) is Bt-

cotton.  

 

ACS BOOSTER CHALLENGE 

September 2022 - Daily Current Affairs Question Practice –  

Answer & Explanation 

Question 

◼ “The World Network of Biosphere Reserves”, recently seen in the news is an 

initiative of___________ 

a) Global Tiger Forum 

b) International Union for Conservation of Nature 

c) UNESCO 

d) United Nations Environment Programme 

Answer: (c), UNESCO 

- Refer the News Analysis for explanation 
 

No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair 

Date 

1 Indian Sugar Mills Association ISMA seeks better price for 

ethanol from sugarcane 

juice (Page 14) 

1 Nov 2022 

2 Scheduled Tribes List Pahari ethnic community added 

to Scheduled Tribes list of Jammu 

and Kashmir (Page 12) 

19 Sept 2022 

3 Uniform Civil Code (UCC) Uttarakhand’s Uniform Civil 

Code committee sifts through 

four lakh suggestions, plans more 

outreach (Page 11) 

9 June 2022 

4 Submarine Launched Ballistic 

Missile (SLBM) 

We want to be India’s defence 

partner of choice: U.S. official 

(Page 10) 

 

15 October 2022 

5 Enforcement Directorate (ED) ED summons Hemant Soren in 

illegal mining case (Front Page) 

8 March 2022 

 



 

 


