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GS 1: ART AND CULTURE, HISTORY, INDIAN SOCIETY AND 

GEOGRAPHY 
1. Kalka-Shimla Rail Track [Heritage Sites] 

Article Vistadome coaches: trial run on Kalka-Shimla heritage route soon (Page 5) 

Context 

People taking the train on the Kalka-Shimla heritage line may soon get to travel in advanced vistadome 

narrow gauge coaches which will have glass roofs and large windows and offer a panoramic view of 

the scenic route. 

About Kalka-Shimla Rail Track 

▪ The Kalka Shimla Railway was built during the British rule in 

India with an aim to connect by Shimla the summer capital of 

British Indian rail network.  

▪ The rail network holds the Guinness Book of World Records for 

its 96 kilometers steepest rise in the altitude with crossover of 

800 bridges and viaducts, it is one of the most beautiful hill 

railways in India.  

▪ It was considered the “crown jewel” of the Indian National 

Railways during British times. 

▪ Kalka Shimla Railway (KSR), a 96.6 kilometer long a single track working rail link was built in 

the mid-19th century to provide a service to the highland town of Shimla, it is emblematic of the 

technical and material efforts to disincline mountain populations through the railway.  

▪ The world's highest multi-arch gallery bridge at Kanoh and the world's longest tunnel at Barog(at 

the time of construction) of the KSR were the testimony of the brilliant engineering skills applied 

to make this a dream a reality. 

▪ The British laid the first rail link to connect Shimla in 1903.  

▪ In 2009, the Kalka-Shimla rail track was declared a World Heritage site by UNESCO. 

GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

2. China's Zero-COVID Policy [Govt Policies: Public Health] 

Article ‘Fake’ Indian COVID medicines flooding China’s black market (Front Page) 

Context 

Chinese health experts are warning that fake versions of Indian generic medicines are flooding the 

black market in China as a record surge of COVID-19 cases fuels demand for antivirals, particularly 

Pfizer’s Paxlovid and Indian generic versions. 

About China's Zero-COVID Policy 

▪ China's goal in fighting COVID-19 is to keep cases as close to zero as possible.  

▪ To achieve this, it has implemented mass testing, quarantined the sick in government facilities and 

imposed strict lockdowns that can span entire cities. 

▪ China says its strategy has kept coronavirus cases and deaths low compared with Western 

countries.  

▪ Initially, public discontent over the government's approach was minimal with many expressing 

pride in the country's ability to keep cases to almost none.  

▪ However, as the virus has become more transmittable, cases have increased across China and 

lockdowns have become more severe.  

▪ Public anger has mounted, leading to protests in multiple cities. 
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China's methods 

▪ China's national zero-COVID policy is implemented at the local level. While policies can vary by 

region, they all tend to employ the following methods: 

▪ Lockdowns can be established even if only a few COVID-19 cases are detected. The affected area 

can span neighborhoods or even entire cities. Major cities have been shut down for weeks or 

months at a time. 

▪ Contract tracing apps are used by authorities to monitor people's 

movements to try to track the spread of the virus. Residents need 

to use the app to enter public places and are notified if they cross 

paths with an infected person or travel to a high-risk area, 

resulting in mandatory testing or isolation. 

▪ The government carries out mass testing in places where 

COVID-19 has been reported. Even in places where there have 

been no new cases, residents often need to have a recent negative COVID-19 test to be able to 

enter a business or public facility. 

▪ Anyone who has been in contact with an infected person is either put in 

government quarantine facilities or ordered to isolate. Even those who had only distant contact 

with an infected person or potentially infected person can be made to isolate. Such isolation can be 

enforced with electronic seals attached to residents' doors. 

3. Setting up and Operation of Campuses of Foreign Higher Educational Institutions in India 

[Govt Policies: Education] 

Article Can foreign universities set up campuses in India now? (Page 8, Text & Context) 

Context 

Foreign universities and educational institutions could soon be allowed to set up campuses in India 

as per the draft regulations made public by the University Grants Commission (UGC). 

About UGC Proposal 

▪ The UGC announced the draft regulations for ‘Setting up and Operation of Campuses of Foreign 

Higher Educational Institutions in India’ and invited feedback from stakeholders.  

▪ The proposal allows a foreign university among the top 500 global rankings or a foreign 

educational institution of repute in its home jurisdiction to apply to the UGC to set up a campus in 

India.  

▪ Such a campus can evolve their own admission process and criteria to admit domestic and foreign 

students.  

▪ It will also have autonomy to decide its fee structure, and will face no caps that are imposed on 

Indian institutions.  

▪ The fee should be “reasonable and transparent”.  

▪ It will also have autonomy to recruit faculty and staff from India and abroad.  

▪ However, such universities and colleges cannot “offer any such programme of study which 

jeopardises the national interest of India or the standards of higher education in India.”  

▪ They will also be allowed cross-border movement of funds.  

What does the NEP say? 

▪ The National Education Policy (NEP) says that the top 100 universities in the world will be 

facilitated to operate in India through a legislative framework. 
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▪ The objective in promoting India as a global education destination is apparently aimed at saving 

loss of foreign exchange.  

▪ Nearly 13 lakh students were studying abroad in 2022 and as per the RBI, ₹5 billion was lost in 

foreign exchange due to students going abroad in FY 2021-2022.  

▪ The larger goal of the NEP is to take the gross enrollment ratio (GER) in colleges and universities 

to 50% by 2035 from the current 27%.  

4. Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) Act, 1971 [Govt Policies & Interventions] 

Article Despite SC order, single women denied abortion (Page 12) 

About Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 

▪ Abortion was criminalized under Section 312 of the Indian Penal Code,1860. 

▪ Medical Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) is a legalized method of termination of pregnancy, 

intentionally, before its full term. It is also known as induced abortion or intentional or voluntary 

termination of pregnancy 

▪ Medical Termination of Pregnancy 

Act, 1971 allows for aborting the 

pregnancy by medical doctors 

(with specified specialisation) on 

certain grounds.   

▪ A pregnancy maybe be terminated 

up to 12 weeks based on the 

opinion of one doctor, and up to 20 

weeks based on the opinion of two 

doctors.   

▪ Termination is permitted only 

when continuance of the pregnancy 

would involve a risk to the life of the pregnant woman, cause grave injury to her mental or physical 

health (including rape and failure of birth control measures), or in the case of foetal abnormalities.   

▪ Termination is also allowed at any point during the pregnancy if there is an immediate necessity 

to save the woman’s life.  

▪ Section 5 of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 provides for exceptional 

circumstances that allow the termination of pregnancy of a minor girl child. 

About Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Act, 2021 

It has amended the previous Act and the new Act come into force with effect from 24th September 

2021. 

Key Provisions of the MTP Amendment Act, 2021: 

▪ Under the Act, a pregnancy may be terminated up to 20 weeks by a married woman in the case of 

failure of contraceptive method or device.  

▪ It allows unmarried women to also terminate a pregnancy for this reason. 

▪ Opinion of one Registered Medical Practitioner (RMP) for termination of pregnancy up to 20 

weeks of gestation. 

▪ Opinion of two RMPs for termination of pregnancy of 20-24 weeks of gestation. 

▪ Opinion of the State-level Medical Board is essential for a pregnancy to be terminated after 24 

weeks in case of substantial foetal abnormalities. 
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▪ Increases the upper gestation limit from 20 to 24 weeks for special categories of women, including 

survivors of rape, victims of incest and other vulnerable women (differently abled women, minors, 

among others) 

▪ The “name and other particulars of a woman whose pregnancy has been terminated shall not be 

revealed”, except to a person authorized in any law that is currently in force. 

The latest Amendments will increase the ambit and access of women to safe abortion services and 

will ensure dignity, autonomy, confidentiality and justice for women who need to terminate 

pregnancy. 

 

5. Obscenity Laws in India [Bills/Acts in News] 

Article Urfi Javed Controversy: What are the obscenity laws in India? (The Indian Express, Jan 9) 

Context 

Around a week after a BJP leader appealed to the authorities to take action against actor Urfi Javed 

for “roaming the streets of Mumbai and exhibiting her body”, NCP leader Supriya Sule on Saturday 

urged the Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis to stop the BJP from targeting 

women in the state. 

About Obscenity Laws in India 

▪ Under the Indian Penal Code (IPC), Sections 292, 293 and 294 deal with the offence of obscenity.  

▪ One can find a vague definition of what constitutes obscenity in Section 292, which says that any 

content shall be deemed to be obscene if it is lascivious or appeals to the prurient interest, or if its 

effect tends to deprave and corrupt persons likely to read, see or hear the content.  

▪ This section prohibits the sale or publication of any obscene pamphlet, book, paper, painting, and 

other such materials. 

▪ Meanwhile, Section 293 criminalises the sale or distribution of obscene objects to anyone who is 

under the age of 20, or an attempt to do so.  

▪ Although it is a bailable offence. 

▪ Section 294 prohibits obscene acts and songs in public spaces.  

▪ Section 67 of the Information Technology Act says that anyone who publishes or transmits obscene 

material in electronic form can be punished. 

Judiciary’s view on what constitutes as obscene 

▪ With no clear definition in the laws, what can be considered as obscene as per the Indian courts 

has changed and evolved over the years.  

▪ Until 2014, the judiciary used the Hicklin test to determine if something is obscene or not. 

▪ The Hicklin Test was established in English Law after the case of Regina vs Hicklin(1868).  

▪ According to it, a work can be considered obscene if any portion of it is found to “deprave and 

corrupt those whose minds are open to such influences”. 

▪ The test was most famously used by the Supreme Court to ban DH Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s 

Lover in the case of Ranjit D Udeshi vs State Of Maharashtra (1964). 
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GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, 

SECURITY AND DISASTER MANAGEMENT 

6. National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) [Important Bodies: Power Sector] 

Article PMO reviews situation in ‘sinking’ Joshimath town (Front Page) 

Context 

Residents of Joshimath, the Himalayan pilgrim town that appears to be sinking, are blaming major 

power and road infrastructure projects for their plight and are demanding that the government resettle 

and give new homes for all those who have lost their properties in the town.  

Members of the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) are set to visit the town on Monday 

to assess the situation and advise the Uttarakhand government. 

About National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC) 

▪ NTPC is India’s largest energy conglomerate with roots planted way back in 1975 to accelerate 

power development in India.  

▪ Since then it has established itself as the dominant power major with presence in the entire value 

chain of the power generation business.  

▪ From fossil fuels it has forayed into generating electricity via hydro, nuclear and renewable energy 

sources.  

▪ This foray will play a major role in lowering its carbon footprint by reducing green house gas 

emissions.  

▪ To strengthen its core business, the corporation has diversified into the fields of consultancy, power 

trading, training of power professionals, rural electrification, ash utilisation and coal mining as 

well. 

▪ NTPC became a Maharatna company in May 2010.  

Revise National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) 
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PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

7. Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas [Important Days in News] 

Article Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas 2023 begins: Why is it celebrated? (The Indian Express, Jan 9) 

Context 

The 17th edition of the Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas (PBD), or the day for Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) 

that is commemorated annually on January 9, was marked by the Central government with events in 

Indore, Madhya Pradesh. 

About Pravasi Bharatiya Diwas  

▪ A High-Level Committee on Indian Diaspora, headed by jurist and Parliamentarian LM Singhvi, 

had recommended in January 2002 that the government must renew and strengthen linkages of 

overseas Indians to their place of origin, and with each other. 

▪ The committee recommended that a Pravasi Bharatiya Bhavan should be set up to emerge as the 

focal point for networking between India and its overseas Indian community; and as a suitable 

place which to commemorate the stories of the Indian Diaspora.  

▪ The idea of a day to have the government recognise the community flowed from this, and was held 

in 2003. 

▪ January 9 was selected as it was the date when Mahatma Gandhi returned to India from 

South Africa in 1915.  

▪ This year’s theme is “Diaspora: Reliable partners for India’s progress in Amrit Kaal”.  

The Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award 

▪ An award called The Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Award is given out as part of the programme.  

▪ According to the official website, “It is the highest honour conferred on a Non-Resident Indian, 

Person of Indian Origin; or an organisation or institution established and run by them.” 

▪ The award is to commemorate the contribution of the Indian diaspora to create a better 

understanding of India abroad, support India’s causes and work for the welfare of the local Indian 

community. 


