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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Voting rights of NRI Voters [Polity: Voting Rights] 

Article: Mulling remote vote facility for NRIs, govt. tells SC (Front Page) 

Context:  

The Union government in the Supreme Court on Tuesday said it was considering ways to facilitate 

non-resident Indians (NRI) to cast their votes remotely while ensuring the integrity of the electoral 

process. 

About Voting rights of NRI Voters 

◼ A Non-Resident of India or an Overseas Elector is “a person who is a citizen of India and who 

has not acquired citizenship of any other country and is otherwise eligible to be registered as a 

voter and who is absenting from his place of ordinary residence in India owing to his 

employment, education or otherwise is eligible to be registered as a voter in the constituency in 

which his place of residence in India as mentioned in his passport is located.  

◼ According to the provisions of Section 20A of the Representation of People Act, 1950, an NRI 

settled in foreign land can become an elector in electoral roll in India”. 

◼ Initially the Right to Vote was not made available to the NRIs (Non-Resident Indians).  

◼ As per law, ‘ordinary residence’ in constituency remained a pre-condition for being registered in 

the electoral roll.  

◼ However, for Non-Resident Indians the election law was relaxed in 2010 bestowing right to vote 

even in cases of non-residence in India but physical presence in the constituency is necessary for 

casting their votes. 

◼ With the amendment passed in 2010, the voting right was given to NRIs (even if they are absent 

for 6 months).  

◼ This theoretical right did not find practical basis as the Non-Resident Indians (NRIs) are unable 

to exercise their valuable right to vote mainly due to lack of resources and time to travel back to 

India.  

◼ Such tacit denial of right to vote has been challenged before the court of law.  

◼ The Government is considering alternative methods of voting for NRIs such as e-postal ballot, 

proxy voting etc.  

◼ It is high time that the law is amended to remove legal complexities that impede the exercise of 

right to vote. 

Non-Resident of India is different from Overseas Citizen of India as the latter does not enjoy any 

voting rights. 
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2. Belt and Road (BRI) Initiative [IR: Important Initiatives] 

Article: At SCO meet, Jaishankar targets BRI (Page 11) 

Context: 

Connectivity projects must respect sovereignty issues, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said, 

in a reference to China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), at a virtual meeting of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Heads of Government hosted by Chinese Premier Li Keqiang on 

Tuesday.  

About Belt and Road (BRI) Initiative 

◼ China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) is a strategy initiated by the People’s Republic of China 

that seeks to connect Asia with Africa and Europe via land and maritime networks with the aim 

of improving regional integration, increasing trade and stimulating economic growth. 

◼ The name was coined in 2013 by China’s President Xi Jinping, who drew inspiration from the 

concept of the Silk Road established during the Han Dynasty 2,000 years ago – an ancient 

network of trade routes that connected China to the Mediterranean via Eurasia for centuries.  

◼ The BRI has also been referred to in the past as 'One Belt One Road'. 

◼ The BRI comprises a Silk Road Economic Belt – a trans-continental passage that links China 

with south east Asia, south Asia, Central Asia, Russia and Europe by land – and a 21st century 

Maritime Silk Road, a sea route connecting China’s coastal regions with south east and south 

Asia, the South Pacific, the Middle East and Eastern Africa, all the way to Europe. 

Components 

◼ The initiative defines five major priorities: 

1. Policy coordination-Promotion of intergovernmental cooperation, multi-level 

intergovernmental macro policy exchange and communication mechanism. 

2. Infrastructure connectivity- Improvement of connectivity of infrastructure construction 

plans and technical standards systems. 

3. Unimpeded trade- Reduction of investment and trade barriers, promotion of regional 

economic integration. 

4. Financial integration- Coordination and cooperation in monetary policy, set-up of financing 

institutions. 

5. Connecting people- Cultural and academic exchange and dialogue, media cooperation. 

◼ The BRI has been associated with a very large programme of investments in infrastructure 

development for ports, roads, railways and airports, as well as power plants and 

telecommunications networks.  

◼ The BRI is an increasingly important umbrella mechanism for China’s bilateral trade with BRI 

partners. 

The Silk Road Economic Belt 

◼ The Silk Road Economic Belt is a long-term vision for the infrastructural development, 

connectivity and economic cooperation of Eurasia and is spanning six development “corridors”, 

namely: 

1. New Eurasian Land Bridge Economic Corridor (NELBEC) 

2. China – Mongolia – Russia Economic Corridor (CMREC) 

3. China – Central Asia – West Asia Economic Corridor (CCWAEC) 

4. China – Indochina Peninsula Economic Corridor (CICPEC) 

5. Bangladesh – China – India – Myanmar Economic Corridor (BCIMEC) 

6. China – Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
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The 21st Century Maritime Silk Road 

The 21st Century Maritime Silk Road connects China to Southeast Asia, Indonesia, India, the 

Arabian peninsula, Somalia, Egypt and Europe, encompassing the South China Sea, Strait of 

Malacca, Indian Ocean, Gulf of Bengal, Arabian Sea, Persian Gulf and the Red Sea. 

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

3. Goods and Services Tax (GST) [Economy: Taxation] 

Article: October’s GST revenue crosses ₹1.51 lakh crore (Front Page) 

Context: 

India’s gross GST revenue touched ₹1,51,718 crore in October, 16.6% higher than a year ago, 

marking the second highest monthly collections since the launch of the indirect tax regime. 

About Goods and Services Tax (GST) 

◼ The Goods and Services Tax (GST) is a uniform indirect tax levied on goods and services across 

the country.  

◼ GST, as an umbrella tax, replaced central taxes like central excise, service tax, additional duties 

of excise & customs, special additional duty of customs, besides cesses and surcharges, on 

supply of goods and services. 

◼ GST envisages all transactions and processes to be done only through the electronic mode, to 

achieve a non-intrusive administration. This minimises the taxpayer's physical interaction with 

tax officials. 

◼ GST provides for the facility of auto-populated monthly returns and annual return. 

◼ GST is believed to have improved ease of doing business in India. 

Central GST and State GST 

◼ CGST is levied on intrastate supplies by the central government and SGST is levied on intrastate 

supplies by respective state governments.  

Integrated Goods and Services Tax (IGST) 

◼ IGST is levied on interstate supplies by the Centre (equal to CGST + SGST combined on 

supplies made within the state). 

◼ Any supply of goods or services or both on interstate basis typically attracts IGST on the 

consideration thereof. 

GST Council  

◼ Article 279A of the Indian Constitution deals with the Goods and Services Tax Council. 

◼ GST Council is an apex member committee to modify, reconcile or to procure any law or 

regulation based on the context of goods and services tax in India.  

◼ The council is headed by the union finance minister, who is assisted by finance ministers of all 

the states of India. 

◼ Revenue Secretary is appointed as the Ex-officio Secretary to the GST Council 

◼ Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC) is included as the chairperson as a permanent 

invitee (non-voting) to all proceedings of the GST Council 

◼ GST Council Secretariat will have officers taken on deputation from both the Central and State 

Governments 

◼ The GST council is the key decision-making body that will take all important decisions regarding 

the GST.  
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◼ The GST Council dictates tax rate, tax exemption, the due date of forms, tax laws, and tax 

deadlines, keeping in mind special rates and provisions for some states.  

◼ The predominant responsibility of the GST Council is to ensure to have one uniform tax rate for 

goods and services across the nation. 

Article 246A 

This Article was newly inserted to give power to the Parliament and the respective State/Union 

Legislatures to make laws on GST respectively imposed by each of them. However, the Parliament 

of India is given the exclusive power to make laws with respect to inter-state supplies. 

 

4. International Labour Organisation (ILO) [Economy: Important Organizations] 

Article: The truth about ‘the India story’ (Editorial, Page 6) 

Context: 

According to International Labour Organization (ILO) data, collated and presented by the World 

Bank, India’s youth unemployment, that is, from among people aged 15 to 24 years who are looking 

for work, the percent that does not find any, stands at 28.3%. This places India in the cluster of 

troubled West Asian nations such as Iran (27.2%), Egypt (24.3%) and Syria (26.2%), and in a much 

worse state than most Asian countries such as Indonesia (16%), Malaysia (15.6%), and Bangladesh 

(14.7%). 

About International Labour Organisation (ILO) 

◼ The International Labour Organization (ILO) is a United Nations (U.N.) agency. 

◼ The goal of the International Labour Organization (ILO) is to advance social and economic 

justice by setting international labor standards. 

◼ The conventions and protocols of the International Labour Organization (ILO) are a major 

contributor to international labor law. 

◼ The ILO is the first and oldest specialized agency of the U.N. 

◼ It emphasizes the need for workers to enjoy conditions of freedom, equity, security, and human 

dignity through their employment. 

◼ The ILO promotes international labor standards through its field offices in Africa, Latin America 

and the Caribbean, the Arab States, Asia and the Pacific, and Europe and Central Asia. 

◼ The ILO was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1969.  

◼ The labor standards set forth by the ILO have been published in 190 conventions and six 

protocols. 

◼ These standards recognize the right to collective bargaining, attempt to eliminate forced or 

compulsory labor and abolish child labor, and eliminate acts of discrimination in respect to 

employment and occupation. 

◼ The organization has a three-tiered structure that brings together governments, employers, and 

workers.  

◼ The three main bodies of the ILO are the International Labour Conference, the Governing 

Body, and the International Labour Office.  

◼ The International Labour Conference meets annually to formulate international labor standards; 

the Governing Body meets three times a year, serving as the executive council and deciding the 

agency’s policy and budget; and the International Labour Office is the permanent secretariat that 

administers the organization and implements activities. 

 



 
7 

5. Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) [Economy: Growth & Development] 

Article: India factory output growth, new orders ease to 4-month lows: PMI (Page 14) 

Context: 

India’s manufacturing production growth and new orders eased to four-month lows in October, but a 

surge in new jobs and subdued price pressures kept producers optimistic about future prospects, the 

S&P Global India Manufacturing Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) survey shows.  

About Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) 

◼ Purchasing Managers’ Index or PMI is an economic indicator, which is derived after monthly 

surveys of different companies.  

◼ The index shows trends in both the manufacturing and services sector.  

◼ The index helps in determining whether the market conditions, as seen by purchasing managers, 

is expanding, contracting or staying the same.  

◼ It is used to provide information regarding the current and future business conditions. 

◼ PMI is one of the closely watched indicators of business activity and helps in predicting the 

economic health of a country.  

◼ There are two types of PMI — Manufacturing PMI and Services PMI.  

◼ A combined index is also made using both manufacturing PMI and services PMI. 

◼ PMI was started for the first time by US-based Institute for Supply Management (ISM) in 1948. 

◼ IHS Markit produces the PMI for India. 

◼ Usually PMI is released before other indexes such as GDP, industrial output etc.  

◼ PMI gives an idea about the direction the economy is taking and helps economists in predicting 

the manufacturing activity in the country.  

◼ The manufacturers and suppliers use the index to decide on their production needs based on new 

orders in the coming months.  

◼ The index also helps investors who are looking to invest in the stock markets as it helps in 

determining the economic health of the country. 

◼ It is different from the Index of Industrial Production (IIP), which also gauges the level of 

activity in the economy. 

PMI Calculation 

◼ The PMI is derived by sending fact-based questions to a large number of companies in the 

concerned sector. 

◼ The questions are related to 5 key variables.  

◼ The variables with their weights in the index are — new orders (30%), output (25%), 

employment (20%), suppliers’ delivery times (15%) and stock of items purchased (10%).  

◼ The surveys are conducted on a monthly basis. 

◼ A PMI number greater than 50 indicates expansion in business activity.  

◼ A number less than 50 shows contraction.  

◼ The rate of expansion is also judged by the difference from the mid-point (50) and also by 

previous month’s data. 
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6. State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) [Environmental Pollution & Degradation] 

Article: The weakest link in the air pollution fight (Editorial, Page 6) 

About State Pollution Control Boards (SPCBs) & Pollution Control Committees (PCCs) in the 

Union Territories 

◼ The SPCBs were initially constituted under the Water (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 

1974.  

◼ Under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, the SPCB mandate was expanded 

to include air quality management.  

◼ Subsequently, several new environmental regulations added to their roles and functions.  

◼ Their primary role is to regulate emissions from point sources such as industries and power 

plants that contribute substantially to ambient air pollution in urban and rural areas.  

◼ More recently, they have also been tasked with guiding cities in meeting targets under the 

National Clean Air Programme and spending Finance Commission grants for air quality 

improvements. 

Main Functions 

◼ To plan a comprehensive programme for prevention, control and abatement of air pollution and 

to secure the execution thereof. 

◼ To advise the State Government on any matter concerning prevention, control and abatement of 

air pollution. 

◼ To collect and disseminate information related to air pollution. 

◼ To collaborate with Central Pollution Control Board in programme related to prevention, control 

and abatement of air pollution; and 

◼ To inspect air pollution control areas, assess quality of air and to take steps for prevention, 

control and abatement of air pollution in such areas. 

7. Saffron [Biodiversity: Species] 

Article: Saffron fields turn stage for tourist shots (Front Page) 

Context: 

Wearing traditional attire and recreating the look of 16th century Kashmiri poet and queen Habba 

Khatoon, students from Pampore in south Kashmir on Tuesday put the spotlight on the ongoing 

saffron harvest to attract tourists for social media reels and unique experiences amid the elevated 

table-land known for one of the costliest spices in the country. 

About Saffron 

◼ Saffron, a spice derived from the dried stigmas of the saffron crocus (Crocus sativus), has 

remained among the world's most costly substances 

throughout history.  

◼ With its bitter taste, hay-like fragrance, and slight metallic 

notes, saffron has been used as a seasoning, fragrance, dye, 

and medicine.  

◼ Saffron has several medicinal properties such as 

aphrodisiac, antispasmodic, antimicrobial, antibacterial, 

antifungal, antiseptic, and antiinflammatory. 

◼ Saffron is native to Southwest Asia, but was first cultivated in Greece. 

◼ Saffron cultivation is labour intensive requiring hand labour in the various stages of its 

cultivation. 
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◼ Saffron is mainly cultivated in Iran, India, Greece, Morocco, Spain, Italy, Turkey, France, 

Switzerland, Pakistan, China, Japan and Australia.  

◼ Iran ranks first in its production and almost 80% of the world demand for saffron is met by Iran. 

◼ India contributes 5% of the world's total production of which 90% is supplied only from its 

Jammu and Kashmir (J&K) regions. 

8. C-295 Aircraft [Aviation Technology] 

Article:  The C-295 and India’s aircraft industry (Text & Context, Page 8) 

Context: 

On October 30, Prime Minister Narendra Modi layed the foundation stone for the C-295 transport 

aircraft manufacturing facility in Vadodara to be set up by Airbus Defence and Space and Tata 

Advanced Systems Limited (TASL). This is the first time a private sector company would be 

manufacturing a full aircraft in the country. This is a huge step forward for India in the global aircraft 

manufacturing domain. 

About C-295 Aircraft 

◼ The C-295MW is a transport aircraft of 5-10 tonne capacity which will replace the legacy Avro 

aircraft in the Indian Air Force (IAF) procured in the 1960s. 

◼ It is a new-generation tactical airlifter in the light and medium segment. 

◼ It has a rear ramp door for quick reaction and para-dropping of troops and cargo.  

◼ Short take-off and landing from semi-prepared surfaces are other of its features. 

◼ The aircraft is set to strengthen the logistic capabilities of the IAF. 

◼ With the procurement of these aircraft, India has become the 35th C-295 operator worldwide. 

About India’s civil aviation sector 

◼ India has a much bigger footprint in civil aviation manufacturing than defence, in addition to 

being a major market itself.  

◼ Both Airbus and Boeing do significant sourcing from India for their civil programmes.  

◼ According to Airbus every commercial aircraft manufactured by them today is partly designed 

and made in India.  

◼ India have the world’s fastest growing aviation sector and we are about to reach the top three 

countries in the world in terms of air traffic. 

◼ Another major growing area is Maintenance, Repair and Overhaul (MRO) for which India can 

emerge as the regional hub. 

◼ However, the private defence sector is still nascent and a conducive and stable regulatory and 

policy environment will be an important enabler. 

◼ This moment is akin to the automobile clusters that have emerged in the country turning India 

into a major exporter of cars to the world.  

◼ With the right momentum, a realistic roadmap and enabling policy framework, a similar story 

can be scripted to make the country a hub for aircraft manufacturing. 
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9. Senna Spectabilis [Biodiversity: Invasive Species] 

Article: Invasive tree spreading in Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (Page 12) 

Context: 

The Kerala Forest department is taking comprehensive steps to arrest the rampant growth of invasive 

alien plants, especially tree species like ‘Senna Spectabilis’, in the forest areas of the Nilgiri 

Biosphere Reserve (NBR), including the Wayanad wildlife sanctuary. 

About Senna spectabilis 

◼ Senna spectabilis is a plant species of the legume family (Fabaceae) in the subfamily 

Caesalpinioideae native to South and Central America. 

◼ They are often grown as an ornamental in front yards, parks, gardens, buildings etc. due to their 

bright yellow flowers that bloom during the summer months. 

◼ They are also known as Golden wonder tree, American cassia, Popcorn tree, Cassia excelsa, 

Golden shower tree or Archibald's cassia. 

◼ Spectabilis has been commonly used in traditional medicine for many years. 

◼ Pharmacological studies have shown that it possesses significant biological activity, such as 

antibacterial, antibiofilm, antifungal and antioxidant properties. 

◼ However, it is considered an environmental weed by the Global Compendium of Weeds.  

◼ It grows extremely fast, flowers and sets seed profusely, and re-sprouts immediately when cut.  

◼ In places like Australia, Uganda, and Cuba this species is considered as invasive.  

◼ Now it has made its way to Indian forests, especially South India. 

 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

10. Mangarh Dham [Places in News] 

Article: Modi calls for road map to develop Mangarh Dham as a global tribal destination (Page 

11) 

Context: 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday called for preparing a road map to develop Mangarh 

Dham in Rajasthan’s Banswara district as a tribal destination with a prominent identity at the global 

level.  

About Mangarh Dham 

◼ Mangarh Dham, situated near the Rajasthan-Gujarat boundary, is known for the massacre of 

tribespeople by the British Indian Army in 1913. 

◼ Nearly 1,500 Bhil tribals and forest dwellers were killed in a 

hill in Mangarh on November 17, 1913, when the British 

Indian Army opened fire on the protesters who were 

demanding abolition of bonded labour system and relaxation 

in heavy agricultural taxes imposed by the rulers of princely 

states.  

◼ The gathering of tribals and forest dwellers in 1913 in 

Mangarh against the British Raj was being led by social 

reformer Govind Guru.   
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Mudumalai Tiger Reserve (MTR) 

▪ Mudumalai Tiger Reserve is located in the Nilgiris District of Tamil Nadu at the tri-junction of 

three states, viz, Karnataka, Kerala and Tamil Nadu and it plays an unique role by forming part 

of the Nilgiris Biosphere Reserve, the first Biosphere Reserve in India, declared during 1986.  

▪ It has a common boundary with Wyanad Wildlife Sanctuary (Kerala) on the West, Bandipur 

Tiger Reserve (Karnataka) on the North, and the Nilgiris North Division on the South and East 

and Gudalur Forest Division on the South West, together forming a large conservation landscape 

for flagship species such as Tiger and Asian Elephant.  

▪ The name Mudumalai means ” the ancient hill range”.  

▪ There are various indigenous flora species. Tigers, elephants, Indian Gaur, Panther, 

Hyena,Sambar, Spotted Deer, mouse deer, Barking Deer, Malabar Giant Squirrel, Common 

Langur, Mongoose, Jungle Cat,and more creatures live in such a diverse ecosystem. 

▪ More than 260 different bird species can be found in this reserve. 

▪ Mudumalai is home to 8% of all the bird species known in India. 

 

Revise Project Tiger from previous CA. 

 

 
No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair Date 

1 Kharif Seasonal Crops Rise in paddy procurement from 

the ongoing Kharif season (News 

in Numbers, Page 8) 

15 October 2022 

2 Competition Commission of India 

(CCI) 

Google Play billing system put on 

hold (Front Page) 

21 October 2022 

 


