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GS 2: POLITY, GOVERNANCE, SOCIAL JUSTICE & IR 

1. Indian Knowledge System (IKS) [Govt Policies & Initiatives] 

Article: Centre plans to document cultures, social practices of indigenous, tribal societies (Page 

12) 

Context:  

The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST), along with the Union government, is now 

pushing for the “re-documentation” of the cultures and social practices of indigenous and tribal 

societies in India, existing scholarly literature on which, it says, is heavily reliant on the body of 

knowledge created by colonising governments. 

About Indian Knowledge System (IKS) 

✓ Established in October 2020 , Indian Knowledge System (IKS) is an innovative cell under 

Ministry of Education (MoE) at AICTE, New Delhi.  

✓ It seeks to promote interdisciplinary research on all aspects of IKS, preserve and disseminate IKS 

for further research and societal applications,  actively engage for spreading the rich heritage of 

our country and traditional knowledge in the field of Arts and literature, Agriculture, Basic 

Sciences, Engineering & Technology, Architecture, Management, Economics, etc.  

2. Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005 (PWDVA) [Issues Related to 

Women] 

Article: Still a nightmare for domestic violence survivors (Page 6, Editorial) 

About Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act 2005 (PWDVA) 

✓ In India domestic violence is governed by the Protection of Women from Domestic Violence Act, 

2005 and it is defined under Section 3, which states that any act, commission, omission or conduct 

of a person harms or injures or endangers the health or safety of an individual whether mentally 

or physically it amounts to domestic violence.  

✓ It further includes any harm, harassment or injury caused to an individual or any person related 

to that individual to meet any unlawful demand would also amount to domestic violence.  

Objectives of the Domestic Violence Act, 2005  

✓ To identify and determine that every act of domestic violence is unlawful and punishable by law. 

✓ To provide protection to victims of domestic violence in the cases such acts occur.  

✓ To serve justice in a timely, cost-effective, and convenient manner to the aggrieved person. 

✓ To prevent the commission of domestic violence and to take adequate steps if such violence 

occurs. 

✓ To implement sufficient programmes and agendas for the victims of domestic violence and to 

guarantee the recovery of such victims. 

✓ To create awareness among the people about domestic violence. 

✓ To enforce harsh punishment and must hold the culprits accountable for committing such heinous 

acts of violence. 

✓ To lay down the law and govern it in accordance with the international standards for the 

prevention of domestic violence. 

Appointment of Protection Officers 

✓ Protection Officers are appointed by the State Government.  

✓ The number of Protection Officers may vary from district to district depending on the size and 

necessity.  

✓ The powers and duties which are to be exercised by the Protection Officers are laid down in 

confirmation with the Act.  



 

✓ The Protection Officers must be women as far as possible and shall possess requisite 

qualifications and experience as may be prescribed under the Act. 

3. Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) [IR: Important Groupings & Agreements] 

Article: Loss and Damage decisions, pitfalls and promises (Page 6, Editorial) 

About Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) 

✓ The Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) is an intergovernmental organization which was 

established in 1990 during the Second World Climate Conference in Geneva.  

✓ AOSIS plays an integral role in carrying out advocacy for small island states and influencing 

international environmental policy.  

✓ A priority area of advocacy for AOSIS has been global climate change and its detrimental socio-

economic and environmental effects on small island states.  

✓ In this regard, the Alliance has been closely linked with climate policy and specifically with the 

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 

✓ Founded: 1990 

✓ Headquarters location: Cape Town, South Africa 

Revise United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 1992. 

 

GS 3: ECONOMY, ECOLOGY, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, DEFENCE, SECURITY 

ANDDISASTER MANAGEMENT 

4. Digital Rupee (CBDC) [Economy: Digital Currency] 

Article: Digital rupee pilot project launching on December 1: what is it, and how will it work? (The 

Indian Express, 29 Nov) 

Context: 

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has announced the launch of India’s much-awaited Central Bank Digital 

Currency (CBDC), a sort of official cryptocurrency, for retail users from Thursday (December 1). 

◼ What will be launched on December 1 is the first phase of a pilot project that will cover select 

locations and banks in a closed user group (CUG) comprising participating customers and 

merchants, the RBI has said. 

◼ our banks will be involved in the controlled launch of the digital currency in these four cities 

( Mumbai, New Delhi, Bengaluru, and Bhubaneswar): State Bank of India, ICICI Bank, Yes 

Bank, and IDFC First Bank. 

About Digital Rupee 

✓ In effect, the retail e-rupee will be an electronic version of cash, and will be primarily meant for 

retail transactions.  

✓ It will be potentially available for use by all — the private sector, non-financial consumers and 

businesses — and will be able to provide access to safe money for payment and settlement, as it 

will be the direct liability of the central bank. 

✓ The e₹-R would be in the form of a digital token that represents legal tender.  

✓ It will be issued in the same denominations as paper currency and coins, and will be distributed 

through intermediaries, i.e., banks. 

✓ Users will be able to transact with e₹-R through a digital wallet offered by the participating banks 

and stored on mobile phones and devices, according to the RBI. 

✓ Transactions can be both person to person (P2P) and person to merchant (P2M).  



 

✓ Based on the usage and the functions performed by the digital rupee and considering the different 

levels of accessibility, RBI has demarcated the digital rupee into two broad categories: general 

purpose (retail) and wholesale. 

✓ On November 1, the RBI launched the digital rupee for the wholesale segment to settle secondary 

market transactions in government securities. 

✓ Wholesale CBDC is designed for restricted access to select financial institutions.  

✓ It has the potential to transform the settlement systems for financial transactions undertaken by 

banks in the government securities (G-Sec) segment, inter-bank market and capital market more 

efficient and secure in terms of operational costs, use of collateral and liquidity management. 

Advantages of the e-rupee 

✓ The RBI had earlier said the key motivations for exploring the issuance of CBDC in India among 

others include reduction in operational costs involved in physical cash management, fostering 

financial inclusion, bringing resilience, efficiency and innovation in the payments system. 

✓ It will add efficiency to the settlement system and boost innovation in cross-border payments 

space and provide the public with uses that any private virtual currencies can provide, without the 

associated risks. 

✓ The RBI has repeatedly flagged concerns over money laundering, terror financing, tax evasion, 

etc with private cryptocurrencies like Bitcoin, Ether, etc.  

✓ Introducing its own CBDC has been seen as a way to bridge the advantages and risks of digital 

currency. 

5. Wet Leasing [Aviation Sector] 

Article: What is wet leasing of aircraft, for which govt has relaxed rules (The Indian Express, 29 

Nov) 

Context: 

In efforts to boost international air traffic, the civil aviation ministry has allowed Indian airlines to 

take wide-body planes on wet lease for up to one year. 

About Wet Leasing 

✓ Wet leasing means taking the plane along with operating crew and engineers, while dry leasing 

refers to taking only the aircraft on rent. 

✓ Operations of an aircraft on wet lease are more difficult for the Directorate General of Civil 

Aviation (DGCA) to monitor, which is why it is allowed for shorter durations. 

✓ About half the planes used by airlines around the world are not owned but leased.  

✓ Airlines and aircraft operators prefer leasing planes in order to avoid massive lump sum payments 

that buying them would entail, and to quickly increase capacity, perhaps temporarily, on certain 

routes or sectors. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

6. Global Shield Scheme against climate risks [Climate Action] 

Article: Loss and Damage decisions, pitfalls and promises (Page 6, Editorial) 

About Global Shield Scheme against climate risks 

✓ The Global Shield Against Climate Risks initiative was launched at the 27thConference of Parties 

(COP27) to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in Sharm El-Sheikh, 

Egypt. 

✓ It is a social protection and insurance-based finance mechanism for loss and damage outside the 

UNFCCC process. 

✓ It will provide pre-arranged financial aid that can be rapidly deployed to respond to disasters like 

the devastating flood that occurred in Pakistan in August 2022. 

✓ It will help expand the financial protection instruments for governments, communities, businesses 

and households. 

✓ These instruments will minimise the impacts of disasters by helping vulnerable economies 

become more resilient, ensure sustainable development and protect lives and jobs. 

7. SARAS 3 [Space Technology] 

Article: Radio telescope floating in Karnataka waters throws light on nature of early stars and 

galaxies   

Context: 

SARAS 3, a radio telescope designed and built at the Raman Research Institute (RRI) here, has 

provided clues to the nature of the universe’s first stars and galaxies. 

About SARAS 3 

✓ SARAS 3 telescope is indigenously designed and built By ISRO. 

✓ It is a niche high-risk high-gain experimental effort of RRI. 

✓ SARAS aims to design, build and deploy in India a precision radio telescope to detect extremely 

faint radio wave signals from the depths of time, from our “Cosmic Dawn” when the first stars 

and galaxies formed in the early Universe. 

✓ Radio waves have the longest wavelengths in the electromagnetic spectrum.  

✓ They range from the length of a football to larger than our planet.  

✓ Heinrich Hertz proved the existence of radio waves in the late 1880s. 

✓ Radio telescopes collect weak radio light waves, bring it to a focus, amplify it and make it 

available for analysis. 

✓ They help study naturally occurring radio light from stars, galaxies, black holes, and other 

astronomical objects. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

PRELIMS EXCLUSIVE 

8. Mauna Loa [Place in News] 

Article: Mauna Loa, world’s largest active volcano, starts to erupt in Hawaii (Page 13) 

Context: 

Hawaii’s Mauna Loa, the world’s largest active volcano, began spewing ash and debris from its 

summit, prompting civil defence officials to warn residents on Monday to prepare in case the eruption 

causes lava to flow toward communities.  

About Mauna Loa 

✓ Mauna Loa is one of five volcanoes that form the Island of 

Hawaii in the U.S. state of Hawaii in the Pacific Ocean.  

✓ The largest subaerial volcano in both mass and volume, 

Mauna Loa has historically been considered the largest 

volcano on Earth. 

 

9. Semi-Automated Offside Technology (SAOT) [Sports: Terms] 

Article: How FIFA is using SAOT for offside decisions (Page 8) 

About Semi-Automated Offside Technology (SAOT) 

✓ FIFA has been using semi-automated offside technology(SAOT), for the first time, at the FIFA 

World Cup 2022 in Qatar which started on 21 

November. 

✓ Semi-automated offside technology is a support 

tool for the video match officials and the on-field 

officials to help them make faster, more 

reproducible and more accurate offside decisions. 

✓ The new SAOT technology uses 12 dedicated 

tracking cameras mounted underneath the roof of 

the stadium to track the ball and up to 29 data points of each individual player, 50 times per 

second, calculating their exact position on the pitch. 

 

Important Articles to Read- for MAINS 

Same Sex Marriage 

In India, calls for looking beyond the binary are growing stronger (Page 9) 

 
No Important Topics in News Article Current Affair 

Date 

1 Article 25- Religious Freedom Right to religion does not include 

right to convert, Home Ministry 

tells court (Page 11) 

15 November 2022 

2 National Commission for 

Scheduled Tribes (NCST) 

Gujjars, Bakerwals call off stir 

against ST status for Paharis 

(Page 3) 

21 October 2022 

3 National Judicial 

Appointments Commission 

(NJAC) 

Anguish over NJAC order behind 

posting delays: SC (Front Page) 

29 November 2022 

 


